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The developm:nt of the Ytandarte Kurt Xggers into an instrument
; for paychological warfare within the Cerman Armed Forcss reachad
& very dsoclsive phase 1n 1944.After this regiment had attained
oonsideratile results at the sastern battle front,it was then
cherged with more problems for tha western and southern battle
fronts,whioch 1t had to fulfill by mesns of ita own teohnioal
and parsonnel reserves.iAt the beginning of the yeear 1944 it had
attained acknowledged suthority with regesrd to-similar set-ups
of the German Army and the political offices of the Ministry of
Fropagands and the Foreiga 0frfice,later on,this euthority was
also 4rmonstyasted in the orgenisational set-up,
The rurther development of the w»ar caused a grest cud in
tachniaal assets in the aivilian aector,such as communications
*  and ocivilian transmission statliona.The political dootrin hed
obviously reachsd a atags of uttsr stagnation,as handled by the
party authorities.All this zade it imperative for the Regiment
to become as independant as poasible with regsrd toc its means,
its polificsl tendencies,snd above all,1ts personnel reserves,
Upf t1ll that time OKW/WFR Lad been formally responsible to
ti.e Germsn High Command for everything pertaining ¥o payohologiocal
I'artlre_ and Army propagands.But the sitaation ocalled for a
compromise,in order to cope with reslities,It bacems more and more
important that the Standarte Xurt Eggnrs set itselfr apart,
according to 1ts aotusl importance and growth,and becams &lso
ipde;endant from an organisationsl point of view.iltbough the
Companding Offiocst of the Standcrte retsined his complate parsonal
independernoes sven though the OXW st{ll bad a certsin right of
auperviaion, the Deputy Commanding Officer of the Standarte Xurt '
RggeTe was sessizned ss Chief of ¥ Division OXW/WFR.This gruup
was charged zainly with probless of paychologioal warfare.is of
Fall 1944 the Standerte Kurt Eggers slso had at its diaposal
with the exception of a few formal limitstlions,practicslly all
experts of the OXW/WPR-V snd sll tecknieal aids for the accomlish-
ment of its work.From tow on,a large number of sssiguwents in. ~
ohsrge of psychological warfere within the armies and Srmy-groups..
weis £11104 by officers and psrscnnel of the Standsrte. This: = .
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devalopment is of great importance in Monti's case ma Of winter
u#/ﬁs.!any'dotailn otherwise inexplicible,become comprehensible
if one is acquainted with thess underlying basio faota.

The ever growing soops of responsibility of the Standarte
Kurt Eggera could naturelly not be coped with By ths ususl means
that were normally at the disposal of a regiment,The ocutward
organisational rorm of a regicunt,as a military unit,was mersly
e disoiplinery and militsry ei1d for the whole spscial set-vp,
Superior military authorities wors sooustomed to give their help
es far as poaaible in sll suoh cases a8 called for apsoiml funds
teohnical equipment or very speclal Derasonnel matiers thet were
quite out of the normal,and this aid would be given as adequately
snd quickly as posaible.

An important faot that explains ths efficiency and the results
later attained by tho Standarte,is that 1t developed ocut of a
unit thst was set up mainly and Ionly for war-rporting ends of
the Waffen~98 in the beginning of 1940.After the Waffen-58 had
acllected & large numbesr of volunteers of sll Europsan ocuntries
in its 4ivisions and armies it had thus oreated a fund of .
intellsotual experts of foreign nationality,officers and enlisted
men,in théslitas reportsr units.All in all,approx 20 nations
wares repreossnted amongat thes personnsl of this unit.And from thias
reservolr of expw~ris,the Standarte waa later able to draw {ta
non-Jerman exparts that were so important for psyohologloal war-
fero.0cmpared tc the Foreign-0ffice,tha had to fell baok onpaysad
employess of forsign nations for their expwt work,the Standarte
4ot much better results by sssigning officers end enlisted men of

.foreign nationality,who wers smbusd with the same rights apd

duties as the German members of. the unit.No other militsry or

polittcal authority oould commend the sorviges of auch a number
of Yolunteers of foreign nstionality,wearing Gsrman nniror- and
voluntarily lubnittina to Germsn militery disoipiln,In suod n_

osse all airficulties a8 would de 1uourrod with olvilians,were -
autoultioally done eway with.At the same time this method,which '
ooversd both military sné politicsl matters,faciliteted. the prac-’ |
tical lolution of all aanpigued Jobs.Pnycholoaical warfare’ hu- Lo

; o %0 dop.nd on the poraonal 1n1t1at1vo,ab111ty,unﬁ fund. of ké:;iodan
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of tha individusl menbers.The mutunl platform of 8_oocmmon uniferm,
of a oommon ldesclogy snd cemredohip orsated s aitusticn in which
the working methods outomaticolly oorreated theasslvea in the
courae of progress on ‘the grounds of voluntary and valusble ooe
operation smongst the offiger: and the men themselves.

Monti's case,ns it apypsars to the outalde chaerver,was not
axcaptional for the Standarte,and.therefore attracted no special.
attention.Aocording to my recollection thers were rapressentatives
of about 15 Eurcpeap netions amongst the offiocers of the Standarte
toward the end of 1g44,

Keturally quits a number of conditions had to be adhered to,
tc induot a former officer of an smemy or neutral nation into
the regiment.Conditicns wiich had always been fulfilled in the
large number of similar ocases.The basic gondition was & commen
and inbred proffering of the pan-Xuropean idea on a basis of yvo-
luntary equivalenoy seen thru Garman eyes and rroufﬁ%rmn polnt
of view,Latsr on & degisive anti-Bolshewist tendency was sxpeoted,
atill sllowing of 1ndividusl opinion on politiocal destails.In any
and overy case a D6W membar of the Standarte was sxpeoted to acoept
without questioning,the possibility that he might be requested
to fight against Bolshewism,even to the length of using a weapon
in actual gombat.In all cases,former offigers of foreign armies
were mosigned,at leest,with tusir lest rernk.I cannot recollect
any exception to this rule.Inductment into the Officers Corps
of the 8tandarts autometically meant beoming an officer in the
Waffen-ES,apd thus a member of the Csrman WehTmacht;the Waffen-88'
beelng uﬁonnditionally subject ip war time in military matters
to the German Figk Command.Tbs individual,thus submitted willingly
and volunterily,to all duties apd laws pertsining to & German
offlcer,Thus induoted,the individual was at the aame time
uutalloa in a1l righta of a German officer and was in a poaition
ir he so n_ntud to becoms & Germsn e;tizen.roreign officers of
this type,who were mexmbers of my Regiment,were never eanigned to
aid in undominmg the morale of the ermles of their (former)

S oountriu.'may served mainly teo oorrcot and 11‘ poun:lo suido the .
Germanmn uttonpts to approuch thelr m nations- by all: o
f'toohninal end psyohologicnl means, Host. oupeomny they aerved




to make intelligible to their own people Germsny's war egains
Bolshewisn sné to interpret the Jermsno ané Zuropesn point of view,
They wers also of grset importance in countering all enemy attampts
with regard to paychologioal warfare,.They were expscted %o draw
upon their funds of knowledge to evsluate the situation of thelr
peoples and militery forows,in order to judge end sift dhe methods
ihlop would appenl to the eneay and bis oountryaen.Their sbility
was astimated when tosted as speskers,commentators, journalists

or even when se$ in oommand ovur a speocisl unit before their

final assignment.

Monti ocould in no way bs unaware of thone faote that are
only touohed on in the sbove.Although he spoke not a word of
Garman,end was net in 8 poaition to follow a oconversstion 1n
Oerman,hia oontinuous coptast with Capt.Duveirs snd Lt Freeman
allowed him to benefrit from their great expsrisnoe and large
fund of informetion,whioh enabled them in turn to anewer his
questions.Besides thet,he was often encugh in the Officer's Heas
of the Standarte,and had the possibility to meet offiocers of J
foreign nations and xnslish-ﬁpoaking Garman cofficers,so that he
was well able to inform bimaelf on the duties and sotivities of
the Regiment at e&ll fronts.

The above outlined details end '‘epeolal conditions of the
Btapdarts show that there was ths poseibility of m continuous.
threat of eapionage froa within the own ranks,on account of the
struoturs of the unit,This potential danger was particulerly
threatening bscsuse the Regimental Headquartars at Barlin were
the recipisnt of currant situation-reporta from all battle fronte,
and material of the most confidenial nature.i spy would have
found relatively essy aocess to oodes,dsaoding nyatamn,d‘iﬁ!!ik
systaumn ,documents and maps,that would have been of the utmoss
importence to the enexy.¥ith the exception of the normal security
measures,no speoial measursiwers sver taken at the Stanéarte.It
would bave been inconsistant with the mtandards of the unis to '
especially. aupervise en orrioer af the Btandarte who bhad bc-n
instelled not only with ‘all duties but also with all rights. ot b

NS aornnn orrinar.!hcao British,¥rensh,Itelisn,Bcandinavian ‘and O
"B!iul otrioora 414 not a0 anoh as wear distinguiahing inaiania

1f thoy aid not happon RIN13 nnaignoa touporarily to nom&
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' of Deoember 194%,pcasibly during the first deys of January 1955
to r-port on current ooourrences within the Btnndarto During

’ aecuo on all. auian-mtn -nm.n “the Btanﬂnrto in Gcmhny and’
fin..foroisn gountries, 0o this oooas:lon,‘hno we_ wers; tllking"

' ~-ott:l.oor hnd Junt boan nrtorod th- ﬂegilcnt rof oo-opornti.on.

speoisl unit, :

For thess reasons alone,it will be understood that it was
at any and all times guits impoesidle that any representetive of
& foreign nation joined the Standarte under the slighteat pressure,
Induotment and sarcllment took placge only by she speoifio outspoksn
request of the individusl in queation.All pertinent supervising
€ascurity) authorities would have already okayed the regommend-
stion and eve Regiment would have to be absolutely of the
opinicn that the applicant's perscnality would assuredly vouch
for his relisbility and sultadlity.Suoch suppesitions indisputeadly
fulfilled,treatment of the man would,latsr on,in no way differ
from thet of a regular Germen offioer.Ths backing of the Regiment
Suarantesd that no ons citslde of the regivent,no military,
politioal or police authority,dsra &oubt the psrasonsl intsgrity
of ths individusl in his oapacity of regular offiocer, NOO0 or 4
enlisted man of the Warfen-88,

This proosdure was slways psinstakingly followed,and up t111
the ond of the war,I have never sxperionoced that one of the
voluntary officers of foreign origin of the Stendarte worked ms
s spy for any ocountry at war with Germany.I csnnot sven recollest
that such a suspioion was ever voioed.

I myself never saw Monti as far as I can romlber.l was
informed about the aituation,and his parson vrbelly thru my
deputy Krisgbeum,But I am in a position,in the oou.rn\{’ot long-
oconversations with former mezbers of oy regiment who are important
witnesnes in this osse,and from my knowledge of the situation,
apd other persons involved,to have -an adequate conoeption of the
case "Monti",so that to the best of my knowledge ’? come to the
following conolusions: '

Krieghaus visited e in hospital probably towards tbe snd

the pericd of my nlnoan ho was vested with full’ nuthority as & =
ccmn.udins Officer of the nqgment thun boolng ina poait:l.on to_—l

ut porsonnnl' dtfﬂnultten.nflta,
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h far as such offers 4did not pertain to volunheri who were
already serving in the Waffen.gs,thsy usually geme from the

_1liaiscn officee of the Foreign Offioe,.Thersfore I had no reason

to oheok on the details of this offer.At that time no names wars
mantionsd,end it is even probable that the pame a8 yot dld not
mean a thing to Krisgbaus,

I repembder asking Kriegbaum about the personsl and politi«l
sapecta and arguments of this imerioan who wented to work for us,
For only a satisfatory answer would have assured me thet be would
be useful in e military Jsnse and that only under such ciroumstan-
ces would he be able to be assimilated by the commissionsd pev
personnsl of my Regisent.l romember that Kriegbaum outlined the
following ploture: That this Areriocan had deliberstely landed
his plape behind the German-lines,and that after landing there

" the Americean hed given tlie following reascn for his beheviour:

That hia father had suffered a savers finanoial ' ocllapse durirg.
the Kew Deal and that be had no reason Whatacever %o love Roose-

_velt's system,Besides that,he had the intention of siding Germeny

in 1%5 fight against Bolsahesism.During =y conversstion with
Krisgbaus I stressed the faot that such en argurent appeared very -

‘insuffiocient,spd that from all my osn expsrience I 4i4 not Think

it ndviuublc to accept and induot an officer of forsign notloul:l.t}
into =y Regimentconly on the strength of such arguments.
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Kriegbaum, who know my point of view from may similar oses, and whe
‘hes slways always proved & most loyal officer snd subaliers to me, ecuntsred
that the Yeginant would’ts al1 provability be in dire nesd of Americam sxperts
At ‘&‘dquurﬂrl s %od even more so st such units that wer» working near the
Ausriosn front 1inese e toucbed on radlio work, the editing snd sorresting
of pamphlets and newspapers,and stressed the pecessity of baving & competent
peracu who might have had quite recent sontast with the pryekologionl sitoatio
amonget the Amsrican Armed Forows, Besides that, Iriegbaum was of the opiniom
" that 1% would be very suitable to bave an Amsroisn offfcer in the uniform eof
ths Regimsnt who weuld l'uw the neossyary authority to supsrvise such Amariosa
helpers is were already workizg for i us,

I requestsd that {rh;blm lock into this matter, dhould he be of the
opinion that batter arguments proventsd themsalves, be would be loqlohly.
st liberty to indust and employ this Americsn pilot sssording to the beat of
his jJudgemsnt, . -

This whele question, which under tie above desoribed oirourstanoes was -
Bot At a1l cut of the usual, beokuse 1t wag only ons of many such cevrrenses,
214 net earry mush weigth, thet “risgbeium would have had to sontest m agudn o
on the subjects After lesving the hospital, I was chargsd with extremel) impor
tanta matiters in view of the very diffioult politics]l snd military situatiom,
The most important of which wes &t that time the situstion st the sastarn
battle front and the question of Wlessaw s Russisn araye

I was in hospital t111 thn and of 'Obmry 15 aftar which I was ordered
to take s recuperstive furlough in Italy, mer‘rotum.m; at the end of Marsh
I 2aft ®orlin o 18 or 14 dpril 1945, somplylng to mpeoial orders and trhafe




farring my Seadquartars by means of & special train to the scuthern battls
s, AL this explains why I a1d 5ot cooupy wyself egain with Nonti, although
he wse repoadodly in =y ngu-nui aros in Berlin, I think it quite poeaible
that I might have mt him then, but he would have besn & stranger smongst
other strasgors to e,

Aooording to my 1naight into the situstion st that tims, 1 think that
Monti's eontact with my Reglasnt ean be broken down imto the followkng phasest

Monti probably mst Bichhols first thrwI;h ehanmls of the Cormaa Forsiga
Offics and the Retahsrundfunigesellschatt (gtate 2adio Soporstiom)s Bushhols
was mmychhéortu*‘uo Grouy ltth-lm. tat alpo at the sams ¢
tims, cherged with the -wppansiblity for all REadjo questions et (XNAMR ¥, by
orders of _rieghaun, Who whs astuslly im obarge of thAt sesticn teo, asd who b
had deputised Bughhols to handle sll matters sf that toughed ea paychologied
warfare within the sphere of that Padlo set-upeBushhols wa's well informed
on the general mifuxtiwn development, snd knew how Lmportant it was for the
Stendarts to haile, as ssrly as possidle, sll sush matters as would ef &
neoessity scomyr or later fall into the seopo of the Btandsrte's dutias,
From sl). these cozverging ismmwe, Buchhols had ressom to hope for Maatl's
induotennt into tiw RegimmntoBe probebly not oaly losksd upom Monti ms
futurs redio -puhr and comxantator, but mast esrixiply Also as mx efficer,

Aoomtudﬂn sxoellent results the Standsrte had sshisved with effivers.
of foreign matlonality, Buchhols esrtainly expsoted Mostl to beses an
sffeetive suparior efficer to the already present Americsn experts vwhe were
working on one or the other specinl projecta of the dtandarte, It oam be

further assu-d tiat Capt Duvairs, who wes aleo & member of the Btandaret,




\

DuVairs was in » position to know from his own experiense nhow much both sides

would profit from a ¢lear cut decision on Monti's Desoming & regular member
of the ftamdarte, .

The opening mevs in the later chaln of events mist have been mads by
Buothols towsrd the end of 1944 or the beglanlag of 1946 whes he werely informed
ed Eriagbaum of Monti's exisitense, and toushed on the possibility of using
Monti at the §tasdartss Toerefors when Kriegdaum first 1aformed me on the sud
joot,d.mu; his visit to the hospital it ws mwesssarily in & vary wgue
manrer, “ merely spoks of an Amerloan pilot vhﬂf&&l‘% over voluntarily,

Aftnr Bughhole end DuVsire had both deoided that Montl had a esrtain
ability for Radic work, Buothols begen té urge Krisgbaum to maoept Nontl inte
the ’u;l:nnt, poasidly touohing on perscnal mesds as & first arpxente
Thersupon Krisgbaum charged ¥icklmayr with the respansibility for Moati's
welrfare, sush as questicas of Coed and quarters, ete, It way not even withe
out & eertils amount of logio that Wigklmeyr was Mpd with this matter
wasuse although he was the millitary eensor, e hid & ready handled susch -
-.tv.-n with good results, The ‘sonclusive inducemiat sams with the further
developant of svents at Byrlin, The igportance of tlw Standarts was growisag
stasdtly, and bectms very evideat in Febroary sod “srch 145, which develope
mot ollxinated in April with the Commanding Yetiser of the Ky gienta deing
asaigned ns Chief of the “ropagaads i‘ro ops of the “sromn Wkhrsmcht; thus,

Af only retrospsotively, underlining outwirdly the sotusl svolution that had
taken plase, This situstion }ln Buchhols the u;oulary arpumants to cone
vinoe Kreighawn that & man 1ibs Nomti should not only be protssted by the

- Btandarte, but should sotually be induoted imto the RegimentsAll this natural

1y subject to the gondition that it was Yonti's own desires Bonti's contimcus




sontact with Dufaire ruled out the poseibility of sny -.tionu’nptlou.

I am sure that toward the end of March Eriegbaum must bave otatasted
the Chisf of the Persoanie Offics of the Waffen-85, both werbally sud in writi
ting, and requested Monti's inductment iato the Standarts, Sriegbaun, in his ¢
sapagity as Lislson Officer to the 88 High Comand, would have found it easy
to contsot the proper lnthoﬁtho without loss of tlme for sush an induotwent,
and,to obtalin, at lesst, the verbel consent Tlilklr. Kriegbaun bad alresdy had
experience in similar ocases, mod wes in & position toobtain quick declaiocns
as be was frequently at 8¢ vow, tha sowrgency l.oottl.on of the authorities in
question, It wag taken for grantsd that the writtan conseat would talm longer
to procures Irleghaum, in his espaoity as Deputy Commanding Offiesr was

"exoeptionally oemat.'owrtholul be did pot need to have the alightest eompu

punation in sacepting the responsibility for doing mway with red tape, ant iss
uing Moati & proper soldbuch, even though theoonsent of the Bigh Command had,
% yet, ot arrived in writing, but had beon promiseds I am sure that Kriege
baum not only knew that be had the power ss Daputy Commading Yrficer to out
such orderd, I am sure that hs felt the morel and objeotive ob}t;ltinx; te

do so, Ouly -:hr baving oompleted all preliminary steps, vas fm;bnul in a
posction to camply with Monti's repaated requests ar to the issue of an
unifors and olothing, ' '

_Megulations etipulating that paymsnts eould oply be made €ftar all
inductasnt formalities had been oqlied with, did not pertaln to the
Btandarts, The fagtuent bad o spesinl fund from which 1t aculd mie advanse pa
payments in tny speolal omse, i

At that tims the enforosd shosks on the population and the vontimucus
search for desketers im Merlin mde 1t mperative that Nontl be furndshed
I!.tht)ropor. ’ o :
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soldbuoh for his personal safety,swen though the writtsn cansant of the

3% F,gh Comsnd had ss yet sot arriwd.Bad not such & gonsent besn slresdy
g:w;x nrhdly,irh;\au: would Devsr have dasusd & soldbuah nor woeeld

he have besa iz & position to have offiolslly requested thw permission
for the !ﬁ Clothing Stors to officially lesue Mouti any items of uniform,
llt{aut the offioia] sutharity of sush an uniforu request,for instance,

ttl would mot h{ln been possible to procure an’ officer's belt for Monti,

ap was ajtually purchased for him.Such belts,to whish partisular
signifisnce wes attached in the Walfen-35,were maver to be had without
Pﬂl’;f suthority in any stores. '

It 15 quite posaible that Krisgbeum sdvised Mouiti not to wear the
aniform umtil tﬁﬁ%’f’fuﬁm of the verbal sonsent should have arrived,
In the middle of April Xriegbaum received ordera from me to the sfteot
that he was to fell .p.Qin.d deolsicns 8s to the further sssigmmnt of all
perscnnel of ths Standarts that were still in Berlin.Therefore,chan lasuing
& treve) order for Mcnti's lsaving Berlin,he was foroed to either lpcoti‘i.q/ N
ally ordar,or to allow,Monti to don the uniform of the Begiment.This wes '
the only way to snsure that,in @mu:: with & proper scldbuch,Moati was
able to eurry out said order, )

Although at that that tiss regulations were sxtremsly severe,with
regard to outting travel orders for saa exit out af Berlin,thia would have
in 0o wey hampered Krispbaum,bocsuse be had ad his dispossl & mmber of

‘prasigpmd triwl orders with l_ly'lipltun I maa,under sll cicumstances,
antitled to out and‘n;u sush orders,

1 have no doubt,that when Hontl rejoined the Amepican Foroes mear

dlan, Itaiy;toward the end of April 1948,he was on orders,either to
prooeds 10 "Untorochmsn Susdstarn” or its dependent trapsmissien station




' ) W wa af e
*Tiotoria®,both in Worthern Italy and beth ¥ The comand of] 4he

Btandarts Rurt EggersThis mist Appenr to"bo ocorrest from & logioal
point of view,bechuse,in the n!.d.dh of April 1845 ,8usdatern,ns the
situation seen from Berlin lld/. to balievo,was the only unit left,that
could be 1o need o.t.',lnd use,lavrioan personnel.besides that,this unit
had to expsot,sscording to then sntloipated davelopmants,to be oslled
Vupon for speoial tasks,which would urgently nacessitats the help ef
Amsrican experks, ‘

Lastly,ths perinod from the middle of April 1945,that ip date of ’
Mootit's dsparture from Bewlin,till toward the end of April 1046
‘sorresponds to the amount of tu-.th.n sotuslly nu-iury to oover that
distance under the preveiling sirouwstances,

" f am of the definite opinion that Monti wes complatsly taken
by surprise when he aruu;l the Brennsr Puss and stecd face to faoe
with & situstion so sbeclutely different from what he had lsarmed to
expest at Berlin,This situstion must have induced him to try lnd save
nis neck by dlurtin:l::;?o_gnd time .The chaps of those days cortainly
guve him every opportunity te do se,

Had he sotusily had the intention to gi;hf. the Bolshawiks ';th

a wapon in his hand,he oould not have found s bettsr opportunity than
with the Standarte Xurt Rggsrs.Shortly before Nonti left Berlin s frant
iln- unit had been set up,consisting of wen from all seotions including
foreign personnel,that was than sent to the Oder River battls front and

was thrown into the final struggle against the Russians,
re
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