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Misterious Refugee in the Baltic Sea ( --7-777 •

Claims to have escaped from Latvia but has disappearA in Sweden without
leavinF a trace.

London

beioro
On Saturda y,  p? the Whit/sunda y ( Vasarsvetki - in Latv.; i.e. on. 28 May --

v

from a small rubber boat
Transl.) I took up to my ship in the r) altic Sea a refu gee from Latvia

and five hours later the Swedieh autorities took him over but afterwards

not	 anything
I did AhearA mtAkilT about his fate ", asserted a ca p tain of a Scandinavian

steamer, interviewed by the corres p ondent of Laiks in London,thus presenting

a riddle which up to now has sot no answer.

The docks of the harbor of London are wide. Here is the meetin p. .p lace for

entire
ships from the l\hiamta world. Here are also seamen from all the corners 7)f the

world. Look, one of them, a captain of a Scandinavian shi p , who is known

also to the Latvian seamen. And here is his story: ° It occured on Saturday

of the Whitsunday. It was ten minutes past ten o'clock in the mornincr.

The air was clear, the sea sunny, only the white tons of waves end the the

seaman
r■-••	 barometer were announcin .s that a storm is approachin g . The
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binoculars a rather small rubber boat in the waves and a man in it who
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shouted and waved to us. I ordered the steersman tc reduce speed and to

:pnroach	 boat. Actually it was not a boat but a rubber raft of the kind

yailors
' 1.1i.ch was used in wartime . bv the hi:Ir airmen an(. /\ instead of the lifs-b..atn

The raft was filled 1, ith water un to it: edge and tha man was sittin r,	to

his waist in water.
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lowered the ladder and the rescued skillfUlly climbed up to the deck

but hia rubber snilin 	 vessel r:.nained in the waves of the Ba l tic Sea.

Ths rascued w::.s a man of about 55 years, had oblon g , energetic face,

was of itx med i um	 He had a orov hemes 7n1n	 ,;:crkiry• octs

and a can w i th a p nk. He ar, oke fluently Ger7an and was in command of some

Enp-lish tee. He toll that 	 is comin:. from Lotvi, from .:1(mensraTs (

210 :5 on Latvian :Lrm.' Mn, 1: n0.000 	 - Transi.). Told that he had set off

for the a.es in the rubber tont two days ago. Really, he was unshaved, had

a b2ard of about two days. He told that he had been threatened by danger,

arrest or daeortaticns. Bwt hare I cau-ht doubts because when I offered

him a meal, he refUsed and acce,ted only a cup of coffee. He had an ilentity

card ( nersonas a p liorba - in Latv.), issued by the Soviet au rities, in

his pocket."

When naked by the corres,enent of Laiks about the name of the escapee,

the ca ptain reels that he has forgotten it but there was a definite feeling

that he does net want to mentinn this name since it is known that the shi7ls

lOr book contains all hanT.enin-s,thus xixr this rece p t i on of the reP1?-ee on

the shin too,and the log beck thus should contain also this name all the same

whether it is a true one or assumed. The ca ptain continued:

" The refu 'ree had not rou gh hands, and he had the an-..)earance of a

technician, mechanician or auto mechanician. He had no weapons and he told

that he lend wanted to escape from Latvia and now he has accomplished it.

.Swedish
The radio operator of the ship meanwhile got in contact with the, rontier

set
guards, we stoned at the A harbor and in the afternonn of the same day we

k-	 not

"'	 A
handed over the escanee to the Swedish autr„rities. I haveAheard

about him s i nce then. I have found not'r.inq about the escapee either in

the Swedish or Euro p ean pews,aners. Maybe the Latvian news7 ai) ers have zrro:

by chance any information about this man ?" asked the contain. " No ?

he re peated my answer an continued then: " Well, this matter is not so
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simple as you mi ght believe. After having rescued him we gave him dry

clothes. These c l othes I received recently back in a parcel which was

ExmitimR mailed from th post office in Stockholm. A nerson with a Swedish

surname was 7iven -s the sender there and it wP.s addressed to m7 shinpin7

comp ,i:ny. If he wore only a refugee then the Swedish police, after the lapse

of the quarantine time, would let him 7o free
graptins%
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a political refu gee or exnell him but nobody of us do knows what happened
to
xitl,c this man. He seemed to be intellient, was talkative and he had some-

thin g important.

What was this " somethin g imnortart", the captain did not want to reveal.

Why 7 It is understandable that the captain asked not to mention his and

his ship's name, because the steamer is sometimes sailin:; to harbors behind

the Iron Curtain, DanziE.. and Gdynia and Stettin, but what was that which

prohibited the captain to mention the name of the reed and this "somcthing

important".
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