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Translation

Leiles, 27 July 1955,n.1 :

Misterious Refugee in the Baltic Sea i -2 R A
escaped from Latvia but has dlsawpeareé in wadpn without -

Claims to have
leaving a trac=.

London

befora
" On Saturday, p? the Whitgsunday ( Vasersvetld - in Latv.; i.e. on 28 Hay -

from a small rubber boa 5 )
Transl.) I took up, %o my ship in the altic Sea a2 refuree from Latvia
and five hours leter the Swedish =utorities took him cver but aftterwerds

ot th
I didAhcarAnmzhtig about his fate ", asserted a captrin of a Scandinavian

steamer interviewed by the correspondent of Laiks in London,thus rresentine

a riddle which up to now has got no answer.

wide. Here is the2 mseting place for

The doclks of the harbor of London are

also seamen from all the cornsrs 5f the

. entire
ships from theAthia world. Here arec

world. Look, one of them, a cartain of a Scandinavian ship, vho is kraown

elso tc the Latvian seamen. And here is his story: " It occured on Saturday

of the Whitgsunday. It was ten minutes vast ten o'clecl” in the morning.

The air was clear, the sea sunny, only the white tons of waves znd the fha
53
The mxtz -on-duty

barometer were announcing that a storm is approachinr, 4

ran into my caebin and reported that somebody out in the sea is shoutine for

help... My vessel, having a course to the scuth, was in the vicinity of

when stepping out to the declt, I discovered by the

the Swedish coast and,

binoculars e rather small rubber hecat in the waves and a man in it who

shouted and waved to us. I ordered the steersman tc reduce sneed and tfo

sprroach the boat. Actually it was not a boat but a rubber ra=ft of the kind

. . , . . . sailors
vhich was used in wartime by thz xx¥m 2irmen and fAfl3ad of the 1ife-bant-,
d ths man was sitiine 1 to

Thz raft was filled with weter un to 1tz edge en

his waist in water




et
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We leowered ths ladder ~nd the rescued skillfully climbed un to ths deck
but his rubber smiline vescel rimained in the waves of the Baltic Sea.
Thz raseued was 2 man of about 35 years, had oblong, energetic face,

I

dus of midddx medinm heioht, He hed a ercy homes-wun suiit, werkine koo

[
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and a cap with a nzak. He srole flusntly Gerwsn and was in command of soma

ish tce. H2 told that k= is cominy from Letvis, frem ilenensre~s (5650

p]

!

ng
2103 on Lotviar lirmy Man 1: 200,000 - Transl.). Told that he had set off
for the 22 in the rubber teat two days ago. Reallv, he was unshaved, had

a bzard of about two dzys. He told that he had been 4hreatened by deanger,
arrest or denortaticns. Bnut here I caucht daubte bocauss when I offered

him a meal, he refused and acce~ted only a cup of coffee. He had an identity
card ( nerscnas aplizeiba - in Lety,}, issuedvby the Soviet ﬁué%?ities, in
his pocleet, "

Whan aslked by the corresnonent of Laiks =bout the name of the sscance,
the cantain replies that he has forgotien it but there was a definite fecling
that he dJoes nct want to wention thts name since i4 is Vrown that the shiq's
16z bool contains all hantenines thus ziz® this reception of the recfugee on
the ship too,an? the log beook thus should contzin 2lso thi5 name all the sane
whether it is a true one or assumed. The castain continued:

" The refuree had not rough hands, 2nd he had the apsearsnce of »

4

technician, mechanician cor aute mschanician. He hed no weavons and he %ol
3 Iy

that he had wznted to escape from Lstvia and now he has accomplished it.
: Swedish
The radio operator of thz ship meanwhile got in contact with-the4fronticr

set
guards, ws stonjed at the harbor and in the afternaen of the samz day we

: L not anything
handed over the escanee teo the Swedish autfirities. I haveAheard/@m kinx

atout him since then. T have found nothing sbout the escapee either in
the Swedish or Europeen pewsnspers. Maybe thz Latvian newsmavers have smpms
by chance any information about this nan ?" asked the centain. " No 7 ",

he renested my answer ani continusd then: dell, this matter is not sc




e

Simple as you mirht believe. After having rescued him we geve him dry
clethes., These clothes I received recently back in a narcel which was
sumiXtER meiled from th: post office in Steckholm. 4 nerson with a Swedich
surnams was given s the sender there and it weas addressed %o mr shippin-

compiny.  If he were enly a2 refugee then the Swedish police, ~fter the lans

M

. . grapti
of the guarantine time, would let him zo free %vﬁxxxxmgnﬁlm the righta of

1 political refuegee or exnell him but nohedy of us de lnowswhat hapyened

to
I@itk this man. He seemed to be intelligent, was talkaetive and he had some-

thine imrportant.

“hat was this " something importart", the czpiain did not want to roveal.

Why ? It is understandable that the captain asked not to mention his and
his ship's name, because the steamer is cometimes sailing te harbers behind

the Iron Curtain, Danzig and Gdynia and Stettin, but what wos that which
prohibited the captain to mention the nume of the resued
imnortant".
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