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U.S. RBFUSES TO EXTRADITE WAR‘ CRIMINAL )
Belgrade, Yugoalav Home Service, July 16, 1952, 183U GMI~-Al

' (Excerpts)

In eonnﬁion with the Los Angelsa court deoision on wer oriminal

Andri.ja Urtuko the legal advieer at the Fodeign Ministry, . ...
dor DY, n)aartoa, made the following statement for Radio
Belgrade: ' .,'L - . ) )
In oconnegtion with the Loa Angeles court decisiou on Ustashi war criminal
Audrija Aritukovio, today we receivaed an officias). report. The Los
+ Angeles Judie has takea the view that the American legal s{ﬂtem allowsg
the extradition of oulprits only in a sonventional ard reciprocal case,
napely, if an extradition asgreement exists between the United States
and the country which requests the extraditionm,

The juige also teck the view that such ad egreement does not exist batween
Yugoslavia and the United States, believiug that the agreement on
extradition of criminals eutered into Letween the forwer Kiugdom of
Serbia and the United Siates does not apply to Yugoslavia since it is a
now gtate. We do not want to criticize a decisica before it has been - -~
executed or bafore we exhaust sll the legal and juridical remedies, but
we are convinced that this decision, however symptomatic and regardless
of bhow it strikes the sensitive feelings of our pecple, must not be

mde ea irrevocadble decialon. )

The decigion was not handed down by a court but by a judge who (Three
words unintelligibdle--Ed.). Beaides, this Judge has himself exercised a
right which, according to American practice and legal procedure, he is not
entitled to. He ruled on the applicablility of an international agreement.

Yugoslavia's Coateution

%o must say tbat our Goverument (relies on) au explicit statement made
by the State Department in 1951 o the effect that the controversisl
agreement betwsen the two States was still in force. On the other hand,
the American legal cystem provides that the questiocn of the validity of e
diplomatic egreement is for the court a political question, and in such
a oasae, becaugse of its importaroce, 1s to be decided by the Seoretary of

State personally. .
We believe that this thesis will not be questiored by a higher court.

On the other haod, the Judge did not cancel the deteniion maasure
againgt Artukovic, which should have bsen the normal cousequeace of his

deoigion, ' :
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The question of the amount of bail for the conditionol relesass of the
oulprit revesls the leniency of this judge toward a war oriminal who is
respongible for the death of inuumerable inuocent meu, womer, and children,
The juige's decision is a thorn in thu. eide of our peopie, but it will not
digcourage our pecple. This is why we will contiuue our endeavors in

the balief that Justice 18 slow but attainable,

S POLITIKA Discusses Question
-Belgrade, TANYUG, in English Morse to Europe, July 16, 1952, 083" (MT--E

* (Text)

Belgrade-=Today's POLITIKA reacta charply to reports of sove foreign
agenoies that a Federal judge from los Augeles, Plersun Hall, yesterday
refusced to oxtradite Yugouslav war oriminal Andrlia Artukovic, Miuister
in the Govermment of the former puppet fascist State of Cruatia, A ghort
tins ago a decision was also adopted tw deport Artukovie from the Uaited
States as persona nou grata with the recommendation that he be cent to
Ireland, where he had fled after leaving Yvgoslavia in 1945,

~ POLITIKA terms Judge Hallls decision an attempt-to save & war criminal -

and agks whethsr Judge Hall heg not exceeded ihe bouuds of hls jurisdic=
tion, since the American Covertment, togethier with other Allies, in
Moscow and Teheran promised to punish aud extiadite war oriminals. The -
paper states that during the war Artukovic weaw a criminal end encmy of -
all ror wiich tho Allies fought. Ris extiradition to Yugoslavia is a moral
obligation of the Allies whic.i must not be impeded U any obstacle, least
of all by the formal legal clause which the Federsl Judge invokes,

Hall is of the view that the agreement concluded between the United

States aid Serbia in 1902 on tke extradition of criminels 1s uo longer
applicable. However, POLITIKA says, Serbia's iuterrationsl obligations
waere taken over by Yugoslavia, which was founded in 1919, and this
agreenent has not ceased to be binding, for meither party to it has canceled

0

* It io0 commonly imown that Artukovis, as Minister of the Interior of the
so-called Indepeudeat State of Croatia, iz guilty of the nurder of
thousaude of Serbs, Jews, and Croats, After the downfall of the
Hitlerites, he fled abroad, and a year ago it was ascertained that he was
!orld.exrin Los Angeles under an alias, The Yugoslav Coveruuoat requested
his adition in order to place him on trial, ‘




