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LATVIAL /’.\_.'TI"I’TI"-? IN THE UNITED ST A7 s
HSFEANAL SECURITY - 1

G o overrhey 22, 1343, RPeverand 2 dolfs ¥ daupil, Relief Dipe
cetor, ‘3czpfi<,t Yorld Alliance, 1528 Vaen Str&et, N, oy, wa::hington,
L. C., was Lterviewed,
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Reverend K, Piks advig hat ne resides at the '.v':"oz“z Allianece

Lea luariers while § s hig
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With niany of the Latviagn €Minres in the United Slatas, wany of whor he

Bees during hig {frequent ecmrc ours throuvhoge 13 e United Siatos,
Klaupilg Elated that he aleo phows various filmg which he hag brepared

cox’mnm’n@%ﬂtwlf; variouy 4&2:131.9 Latvian Personaces and I"OLIQJ.) and he
travels 1o vo rious clifes ng rrating thege Alrng, Durig: 2 the course ¢ithoga
trips he is able to fe-establigh old relationships with hz., thany l.atvian go.
Guzintanceg,

Trio to Soviet 1. Leatvia
—— OV
Flaupiks “licussed hig regeng trip to Soviet Latvia ag 5 e he
of 2 cultural exel 30 ~250red by the Unjreqg o Lates l.-"*T\'.lr‘T‘“E“lt
7 S te (USI5), 11w zaid tl':.:x: E}.a W3 able to see mian Ay of hig old friends
B804 asnin oboe v the ¢hanyes taking place in L atvia, Dyypg ing the couyrge
13

he had recoivad o '!'H"")gl. of g documants oy o war an of
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Ry LATVIAN A f)’iI\a'I”‘,..; IN THE Ul\lT D OSTATLS

which congisted esseniially of bandewritten poews and notes regarding
the conditions in Latvia, ¥laupiks stated bhe made the mistake of tak-
ing theze documienis to his voom whareupon he was vigited by the KGB
(Comunittee of Giate Socurity) and charged with receiving {rom: a Zoviet
citizen, material detrimental o the Soviet Unlon, He srated that over
the next three days he wag interrogated by the XGD and accused of be-
ing a provocator, 2 opy & wl a person who wag locking fox a way to er-
barrass the Union of Sovict Socialist Republice (UE3R), Klauomu dented
2ll of the accusat.mz'zs, nad all of the miatorials he had received {roin cuf-v
ferent persons was vermoved by the KGD, Flaupiks explamed that ap-
pearing in Laivia as a native Latvian, but wow zn American, is uabzliev-
alble in its ¢fifect upoa the average Latvian, Zvarywhere he went
Klaupiks stated that peoenle pr “s*::r\l upen his persen, soteg and ntessayp
of 21l kinds, ashkin

o ’chat conditions within the couniry be made known io
outsideys. e eaid many of these messages ke refused o take, howaver,
raany were stufled inta hio pockets,

'*'-:"r'ilea in hig hotel room which was beins searched, Klaupiks

doctor since he had a very bad cold, A young wornan doctor
apue arei and war guite open in her canvevsation with Klaupiks, wuch to
hiz surprise, &he told kim about her job, her pay was 72 rubles per
reonth, and the fact that che would recelve a raise in a few years. She
talked *.box.t har farcily end indicated both she and her huehand wosked to
make ends meat.

asked fo

C)

After somre daye of iaterragation the Soviets relvased Blauniks
with big assurance that he would not make an official com:plaint about this.
Klaupike said that be was treated well and at no time did any of the Foviets
touch him physically.,

Latvian Sradere Groups in the United States

With vegard to the Latvian ernigre groups in this country he said
that they wore essentially mards up of varvious social ax 1d fraternity groups
which are ropresenied in the American Latvian Association {ALA)., This
iy a National Urganization with offices in Roore 226~7 Hdmonds Build diny,
317 I5th Serevt, N. z"‘f., '-.hs;k 1igton, D, ©, The Chairman of this group is
Professor Peter Ledjins of ¢ e Us mversity of Maryland, a leading eociolo-
gist and well thought ¢

f rean in the latvian community, l.eijing is marrizd
t5 an American wornan thought to be of German extraction. Klaupiks named
the officers of the ALA as follows:



Gecretary Geneorsg Bruno Albzats
Inforsation Officer Cunars Meiarovics
Treoasurer Ayvidas Zageris, also known as
Hrvid Saroxs
Cultaral Scction (First Nerae Unknown)
Morvilis, who i3 in New York

With the exception of Norvilis, all officers are in Washington, D. C,

et

Reverend Blanpiks gtated the memberphip ig comnposed of par-
sons Who are inte ved 3
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Latvia, and ie & colicsiva force among the etilgres,

There nre o nuinber of Latvian fraternitiss, the members of
which ettended the Universitly of Latvia cr the University of Rige. Hs
gaid that theee groups hold tholr fyaternity niestings, usually no wenien

e i EAIRR AU

ellowazd’, end talk over old titvoa snd capaze in a social cvening, Merni-

bavs of these fraternities are usually olso e

bera of the ALA,  Althoush
he was not acqualnted with the namesz of all fratemity wembers of the va

L -
lous greups, Hlaupike was formiliar with the fact that Ivars Derzins, who
wag formerly ernployed by the Dureau of Public Poads and wha sesided ot
1567 Colonial Terrace, Avlington, Virginda, would goon leave his employ-
ment hore aad move 1o New Yerk, Bersios will be zoiny o work ior a

wealthy Lateian builder, Janiaz Piskoyges in the building business.

Berxzinn iz the chaire
masn of the Latvian Youth Leoociation, Hlaupiks stated that in this con-

Blazupiks did nol kosw the enact date of departare,

vection all of the Latvian student yroups et in Boston, Massachuseits,
Naoveinber 8, 9, and 16, 1903, io celebrate Latvian holidaye.

Klaupiks stated that he §s acquainied with Meinrich Bavaitsig who
resided in Mew York, only by viziue of his aegsocistion with tha organiza~
ticn, Nezugavas Vanasi, a veteran's organization of former membere of the
Latvian Legion who {cught azainst the Russians auring Y“orld War I,
Flaupiks stated that this orpganization has begn under attack by the Sovists

i

fsr many years, the sccusations being that the oyganization perrmits war
crimsinals into its membership, In connection with this organization the
Soviets are now cirvenlating a film in this country called "Vilkaci'. This
filrs;, which Xlaupiks was invited to sea in Latvia duris g his lost visit, is a
propaganda type picture which purports to show the traitorcus parts playved
in the history of Latvia by various meembars of RNaugavas Vanagi, who aye

mentioned i the pleture by narce, and who zre now in the United States,




RZ e AR

- Sore five to 2l years ago the Daugavas Vaoazl came under
attack by variouy memb zre of the Latvian community as the result of
the dissatisfaction of some with the way various ronies of the orzani-
gation ware expended. Varicus Latvian War invalids alleged that al-
thouph Dauzavas Vauagl purported to help disabled veterans, no
woniey were acteally so expendad, A new group which calls theras

gelves the Latvian War Invalid Association wes formed. This group

011 rets rronies {rom thelr mambers and othey contributors and wses
it {0 help iavalids. Yo this councction Klaupiks stated that a camp for
invalids is naintained in the ¥Yocons Mountains., The chazirman of this

asscciation is Pobert Ancans, o former officer in the Latvian Lzgion,
Klaupiks fﬁi,:«_ic-f} that it iz kis understanding that this is 2 legitircate oy
ganization plthe he has not heen in J.mntclf cennected with it. He
Baid that gome people suspect this new group because the Soviels have
apparently choze not to atiack it ov its members. Klaupiks states that
he does not {ocl the Doviets have rouch altevnative at this tbne inzsimuch
as they bave attacked Davgevas Van g so coniinacusly that any group
which broke away ccild not be criticized with any congietency.

s

Shipmante to Latvia

Klaupika stated thai on ynany occasions miembers of
comumunity will enlist bis 2id ta seuding packages or raonsy ¢
in Latvia, USSR, Hs stated that from Je8t experience, and i
prople themselves in Laivia with whom ke has spoken, this business of
senc‘aim,; packages is somatirees in the handg of unscrupulous Pperaons. e
stated that he has a liet in his oifice of travel agencies who ar
by Irtourist, Ozfici l soviet Travel Ayeucy, to sr:z
He said that he roakes an effort to try as many ¢
sible to find thooe wost seliable. He said that reces tly ke gent a packaje
through the Globe Travel Agency in Philadelphia simply to deter mine the
reliability of this asency. 1—3«3 saic that he knows no cna iere but hag hodd
some tusiness with thaw previously, Klaupiks added that there is no Rije
nificance to s wse of this acoucy or any other travel agency in the United
States. In fact, according to Mlaupiks many of the emigres ave getting
away {rom sending pa rcnln to their rwsp :clive countries because of the un-
reliability of the people iavelved and zlso bocause of the cost. sdauny of
theo: are now sending the moa ¢y directly to Scandinavian countries along
with a list of iteres to Le purchased. These are thea sent directly to the )
country involved. K’laupx‘.’t'ﬂ has heard from the r°cipis:n£3 that this systam
has been working nost zat siactorily and in the foture most of this business
will bz done in ihis o ;mner.‘
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Miscellancous

Mr. Klaupiks stated that George Lejnieks Ieigh zad Janos
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Zivting, both of Waskington, D. C., were members of the "Fraternitas
Cuxasica"

Klaupiks identified Peter Krium as one Feteris Krumins.
Seource said that he met this rnan one tirce in New York abeut nine
months ago vwhen he had cone there to show and narrate a filo about
Latvia which he has prepared, Hlaupiks stated that after the ghowing
of the {ilm thove followed the usual social hour, at which time & man
angwering the description of Peter Keurm, approached and introduced
himnsel! by bis Latvian name of Peteris Ifiuming, He congratulated
illaupiks on hie nazrration of the {ilm and said that he was a ymerchant
seaman. Ilc went on to stote that as & seaman he made freguent trips
to Turxcepes and has gone into Latvia a nurcher of times os a tourist.
Kururnineg eutolled the ¥ rozress being rade iu Latvia and said that while
in the ecuniry he stoyed with kis relatives and when he decxurd to stay
on lenger, simply had bis visa ex.t-'::nf,v.-»d Kyaming told Blaupiks that
he had plana to lead a tourist group on & four r:.f ..... 2ivia this past sune-
mer, h\n\/wuz', Flauwpiks does nct kaow if this trip setunlly toak nlace,
Flaupike said that there was a group of Latvians who visited Latvia
thia year from New York, however, he doen not know if this sroup was

¥

undeyr the drection of Krumines.

Ilaupiks said ke wos surprised to hear of all of this sctivity
in and about Latvia {rom Brumins., Klaupiks stated he has visited Lat-
via a nurnbﬁr of timney singe “vvcrlc var 11, both as a mewnber of the

Baptist World Alllance and aleo as a prenber of official United States
culiural delegationg, He bas had considerable experience with the Sov-
icts es vregards the obtaining and extension of vizas and also the obtain~
ing of perxsaission to stay with relatives while visiting the USSR, He
sa.td e was amazed with (i ap parent ease with which Krumins arranzed
matters during his {rip, f fact, bhe actually did these miny,s. I trus,
Klaupiks stated Kyrumins hw.- “interesting connections”

Ingairy was made 26 to whether Klaupixs ever knew that Peter

Krura owned 2 tavesn in Drooklyn, New York, Ilc said he ¢id not but ve=
lated the following “interesting’ story:

He s2id that there now resides in Broo!dyn, New York, uae

sz Yebranska, maiden nare, who was {formic rly a farnous opura star

2
in Latvia, ¥le s grise of
1

tated that ko about 1958 or 1939, niuch ta the gu:;
the Latvian ersiyre conuvunity, in the United $otes, Zebraans! i went to
Latvia to visit vtk her rolalives, “Vhile in L'-' 23, che was { lured on
ratio and televisiun, ovey which rmmedia shebra nolitical star ruents e
tolling the nroge 2 beins made in Latvia znd tI s freedomn: ex uing theve.
She wos intervie o by tho uxc-"a G @ nurdey ¢ dccasions o i he;wr uttor-

anted were in the caave fovorad!  vein to the #o¢ ime. Unon agturn (o
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the United States, she was besteged by many in the Latvian community
for some explanation oy to hor actions. Nlaupiks said she hag neveyr
uttered a word as to what she did in Latvia and has refused to discuss
this with anyong,

In 19¢9, “ehranska made another trip to Latvia and, in fact,

had somelow arranged to give a concert in Riga, Il.la‘cvia. This concert,
according to Hlavpiks, was poorly atten ded and réceived a poor press,
After sovne tiroe, Zebransha again returnad to this country and was ayain
mute about hov trip and hag net, to the knowledge of Elaupiks, discussed
the trip with aayone, Rlaupike stoted that the whole purpose of hig CO=-
veying this information is that Sebronska ig reportedly mavried to & nan
who owns 2 tavern in Dreoklya, Bluupiks stoated thas be does not kuow
the name of thia proson, but it wag interesiin 40 hims that Hrurning alun
owasd a tavern and be

d apparent eage in erranging trips to Latvia as digd
Zebrangka,



