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Federal Bureau of Investigation

SEP 111969

Director
Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D. C. 20505

ATTENTION: Deputy Director, Plans

Dear Sir:

[, 1. For yourinformation, I am enclosing communications which may be
of interest to you.

(T3 2. It will be appreciated if you will have the investigation conducted
as requested in the enclosed memorandum and furnish the results.

{T]3. No further investigation is contemplated with regard to this matter.

[ ]4. You will be advised of the pertinent developments in connection
with this inquiry.

] 5. Please note change in caption of this case.

[ _}6. Status of case: [ ] Completed [T ) Incomplete

Very truly yours,

Edga‘r—Hj:U,
Director

Enc. (Upon removal of classified enclosures, if any;
this transmittal form becomes UNCLASSIFIED.)




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1n Reply, Please Refer to New York, New York
' August 29, 1969
" Unknown SubJject; KGB iAgent of Latvian
Origin Operating in the Unlted Stotes
_ in 1952
HL menbioved tn FRT nf@xu\‘:ex‘cx(‘\z(— \*e\:d’chs '\.}.\ 3
'?)L‘LOB"\'E\LS/ C 7¢cnuerﬁ\\a ITLAN N\ AR L/ / 3

'\14\7(\»\(3 >-L’S ™ /‘}Islﬂ

/
on August 20, 1969, Helnrichs W. Bagatais' was
interviewed by Speclal igent 8 of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) conceraning articles appearing in the *3 '
Russian Latvian language newSpjzer "Dz imtenes Balss" in .

the mid-1950's, indlcating t Ameripan Int igence
~ Service 4AIS) agents Nikolag: 961@6 Edvlgéagzolinsfi}ik//////
Alfred iekstins, Leonid aring’and Leonide# Bromberygs .
' had beeén captured by the Soviets after they had been air-
(J/ éfgpped”into the Latvlan sector of the Unlon of Sovliet
'jx Gclalist Republics (USSR) for intelligence purposes. Thils
is hereinafter referred to as the mission, Bagatals
C e asdviged that he recalls reading some newspaper artlcles
— referring to the missgion in which Brombergs and others were
involved, but does not recall Balodis' name being mentioned.
0f the above-mentioned group, Bagatales stated that he was
acquainted with only Nlkolaje Balodls and Leonlds Brombergs,
having met them at Camp Hochfeld Displace d Persons Camp,
Augsburg, Cermany.

Bugatals explained that while he was lighting in
the Latvlian Leglon of the German Army during World War II,
he was captured by the Russilan Army and became a prisoner
of wor, At the end of World Wur II he was released and
returned to Germeny due to the fact that he was a liability
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Unknown Subject; KGB Agent of Latvian
Origin Operating in the United States
in 19%2

for the Russians, having lost hig lef't arm in the war, This
in addltion to the fact that the Russians believed him to be
of German natlonality and not Latvian, enabled him to be
freed and returned to Germany.

Bagatais related thut he subseguently stayed in «
number of dilsplaced persong cumps located at Eichstaett,
Ansbach, Bud albling, Neuburg, New Ulm, und Augsburg, while
attempting to be emigrated to some forelgn country. it one
tlme he was considered for emigratlon to Australla, but was
turned down due to the loss of his left arm. During this
period, Bagatals sgtated that he wag involved 1n various odd
Jobs In order to survive, as were nmost of the other displaced
persons, who found themselves without home, family and
country. He sald that everywhere he went 1t seemed thst
soneone thought he was involved with Soviet Intelligence, He
sald that thls was due to the fact that as a Latvian he wus
freed by the Soviets after World War II and returne d to
Germany. He denled any intelligence asgsociation or
affiliation with the Soviets, adding that he has great hate
for them for what they did to him, the Latvian pecple, &nd
Latvia ltsmelf,

Continuing, Bagatals related that he zctually
stayed at Camp Hochfeld for only about six montha, having
arrived there about the middle of 1951, Shortly after
arriving he became reacquainted with one Roberts Ancans, whon
ne had previously met at a displaced persons camp located at
Neuburg, Germany, when Ancane was an instructor there, He
pointed ocut that he and Ancans first became acqualnted due to
the fact that the two of them looked so much alike that they
appeared to be twins. Ancans and he came from the same town,
Bilvl, Latvia, although he did not know him then as he was a
few years older. Bagatals sald incans had formerly attended
achool with his, Buagatals', slister, Iin Balvi.

Bagatals readily asdmitted that while he wag at
Camp Hochfeld, he became aware of the planned mlssion to
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Infiltrate men of Latvlian nztlonalliy into Russlan occupled
Letviay having learned of this through Ancans when .incans

tried to recrult him into the operution. He polnted out

that he refused to participate in the misslon due to his
physical disabllity, in addition to the fact that his hardshlps
experlenced during his Russian priscner of war days remalned
vividly in his mind, and he did not want to glve them u

chance to capture him again,

Bagatals stated that 1t was at thls time also that
he met Nikolajes Bilodis and Leonids Brombergs., He saw
Brombergs on zbout two ocecaslons when he visited the store
to buy thinge, and did not know him well at all. He met
Bulodis through Ancans and learned that Balodis had been
recruited Intc the mlgslon, Balodis having told him of thin
personally.

Bugutals related thet Balodls did 4 lot of heuwvy
drinking «t thls time and many times spoke of his bveing involved
in the nission, He sald Balodle was very indiscreet in
talking about the mission, und he, Bugatuir, had warned him
that he ghowuld not talk aboutl the migslon as 1t would Jeopardize
its sucecess. He stuted thut he ls sure that detolles concerning
the operatlon were known by many unauthorized persons =t
Camp  Hochfeld, one of whom nmight have passged It on to the
Soviets,

Bagatals further wdvised thut 1t was no grest
surprise to him when he read sbout the Russlan capture of the
sbove-mentloned group. He felt it had 1llttle chance of succese
due to the fact that too many unsuthorized people were aware
of 1t. He zaild it was handled 21l wrong.

Bagatals explained that he d1d not know whether
Bulodls had participated in the misslion., He dld not recull
seeling his name in the newspaper artlicles and he hud always
thought that Balodls was completely removed from the mission
becauge of his excesslve drinking and indlscreet tallk, and
transferred to some other location to prevent him ron
Jeopardlzing the mission,
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Bagatals further related that he, Bagatais, wag
employed at a gstore at Camp Hoehfeld which wag operated
by Janls asnd Juris Klaustins, both of whom emligrated to the
United States (US) and now llve in the Milwaukee, Wisconsin,
area, DBagatals sald that the Klaustins knew of the misslon,
He pointed out that Balodls spent a great deal of time
hangling around the store bummlng [food and money to buy
liquor, while talking with people who visited the store.
Bagatals sald he heard Balodis gpeak of the mission as if
he had already been captured and killed., It appeared to
agatals that Balodis looked upon the nmisslon asg & way {o
commit sulcide.

Bagatals went on to say that during this time
Balodis was 1living with 4 woman in the area whosge name he
does not recall; however, he belleves that George Apelis, who
lives in Brooklyn, New York, was acqualnted with her, He

said that this woman had a ehild by Balodis. He believes i olacea

that thlg child was later brought to the US by Austra Ledacls,
Bulodis' sister, after the death of 1ts mother. Austrs and
her husband, Arvids, now reside in Babylon, New York. He

said that Austra had great hate for her brother for some
unknown reason. He recalls her maklng the statement that she
wished Balodig was dead,

Bagatais relterated that many unsuthorized people
knew about the mlission, inecluding the Klaustins and Balodis'
sister, mentioned above, and Vilis Jannums who resides in the
Mew York City area.

Bagatals also stated that he emigrated from Cuonp
Hochfeld to the US, arriving at New York, New York, on
December 15, 1951, aboard the "General R.i. Blatehford .
He Dbtalned an apartment at 1722 Vyse Lvenue, Bronx, New York,
and shortly thereafter began working st Roux Laboratorles,
1841 Park .venue, New York, New York, as a shipping clerk,
which Job he kept for ten years. During this tilme he became
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acquainted with many latvian emlgres residing in the New
York City area. He algo Jolned the "Daugavos Vznagi', a
Latvian veterans organization, and later became its chairman.
He pointed out that he presently resides at 8412 Cathedral
Parkway, Apt. 122, New York, New York, and 13 employed

in the Shipping Department at International Flavors and
Fragrances, Inc., 521 West 57th Street, New York, New York,
He added, in conclusion, that he wculd assist the Unilted
States Government In any manner possible in the future,
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