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MEMORANDUM.FOR: Director of Central Intelligence.
VIA - : . Deputy Director .(Plans) L s |

SUBJECT : Stefan BANDERA's Death and PP Expffoitation Thereof

1. ""I'b;‘Ls.mexpox'_andum is for your information only:

2. 0Om 15 October 1959 m‘Munich, Geymany, Stefan BANDERA died
a victim of cyanide .poison. German police investigation has ruled
out suicide, but has not yet solved the crime. Investigstion and

speculation continues.

3. HNews .items glving various versions of -his death vere carried
in many Western European and Ameriean publicat:ions in October. :
Coverage ‘in emigre press has naturally been wide and continuous
throughout November. . The Commumniet Press inpide and outside the
Soviet Bloc also mentioned the death prominently, but Buggests that
the German Intel_ligence Service killed BAHDERA . .

l&. A factusl seript on his deatb ‘and biogra.phy vas {ncluded in
our tared Ukrainian program scheduled for broadcast

] from Athens in October. Because (_ “Itransmissions vo tae
ussK were temporarily suspended in October, pursuant to the ZHUKOV—

" ALIEN telks, this materipl has not been brosdcast.” SR emigre agents
‘and case officers discu.esed exploitation of this murder from meny

a.ugles, but elected to weit until s full report - bad ‘been received
£rom Manich, A full’ report bas-pot been received since. the po].ice

. investigation is stil} :Ln progress.

. ?‘ 'I'he SR- Divisicm has ‘been reluctant ‘co launch wide-spmaﬂ”
press play-labeling BANDERA's -death a Soviet deed for severa.l reasons,

among which are the following

"a, Until the German Police investigation of suspects h&s
been completed, it could be premature to make allegations which
the German Police investigation might later contradict, for
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" example, as mé_tters novw stand, pure emigre vengeance might
have been the motive for murder.

" u. The implication of RIS omipotence and omipresence
P o in this unsolved crime is-naturally damaging to Ukr&ihians’
: ) } R morale at home and abmad. )

S . ¢. SR is fomulating Western press articles about BANDERA's
’ death for eventuhl uge.. Already planced for inclusion are
comparisons between BANDERA's death and the assasinations of
the previous figureheads of Ukrainian nationdlism, Simon
FETLIURA (shot in Peris in 1926) and Evhen KONOVALETS (handed a
package conta.ming a bomb. in Brussels in 1938)

. 6. According to the best available evidence, BANDERA ‘wais”
apparently attacked and poisoned by two wnidentified men between the.
« frontdoor of his apartment ‘house. and the thlx:d floor door to his
apartment.
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