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PARIS, Feb. $—Thanks to
the ralentless predding of 2
Garmen woman borm just be-
Zore World Wear 1I, Fronce
has resumed efforts to extra-
dite snd try Klaus Rertle, the
dresded Gestapo chief In occu-
ried Lyons.

Twice conderned to death
{in abzentia by French courts
for his wartime activities,
which cost the lives of thous
sands of French Jews and un.
derground leader Jean Mou.
lin, Barbie disappeared from

Gerrruy when the West Ger

mzn government dectded nat
to apcly. the statute of Umits:
tione to war erimyes. .
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The French government has
begun fresh extradition pro-
ceedings against Barbie charg-
ling thst under the allas of
jKlaus Altmann the “butcher
tof Lyons" acquired Bolivian
énztlonamy usnder false preten-
308,

{ Whiie fn Peru recently, Alt-

mann wes warned of the er
tracditien proceedings. He fled
to Bolivia, which, unlike Peru,
does not have 2 mormal entra-
dition treaty with France and
prosecutes no crimes going
back mere thas 20 years. .

TV Interview .

Interviewed on French tele
visfon last- alght, Altmann
first cleimed he knew no
Freseh but donetheless later
made it clesr, that ke under-
stood the language—and, in-
deed, spoke. it slmost without
accent. Despite - his denials,
there. Is s troubling coineci-
encs betwean the birth dates
of Barble and Altmann and be.
tween those cf thelr wives and
child-en. :

tortured: by Barbie during the
oceupation were ‘almost rejuc-
tant to.say straight out that

', | Altmann ‘was in'fact their tor-

turer, - - S

Déspite’ > thelr:-'. quasi-cer-
tainty, . theilr ‘reticence was
summed up by one of Barbies
victims - who, said. “before a

leourt of law J would bave to
.|e8y. that ‘3. did. not recognize/

on a fraud charge. ‘this should
keep -him- in’ custody until it
can - be established whether he
really is: Barbie. If France can
prove that be is he would .be
liable for extradition for hav-
ing lied when applying for Bo-
livian'citizenship. =

No - rmatter- what the out-

come, the search ‘for Barbie

currently being held in Bolivia

|

Yeof, thres -men and al
‘| women -who ‘were” personslly

i

would never have heen prose.
cuted with such vigor were it
rot for Beate Klarsfeld, a 32
yearold - German woman.
Daughter of a Protestant
working-ciass family in Berlin,
who married Serge Klarsfeld,
a French Jew whose father
died in Auschwitz,

Siapped Kicsinger

By 1637 she had madé .»
name for herself by attacking
West Germany's then-Chancel-
lor Kurt.Georyre Kiesinger for
his role before and during the

{war.

The following year she kept
a promise and slapped him in
the face during a Christain
Democratic political confer-
ence in Berlin—and was sent.
enced to a year in jail, later
reduced to four months.-
Albough praised in Eastern

ing Extradition of Nazi

: Eurape for her anti-Nazl vome

detta, in 1970 she was held by
Warsaw police after chalging
herself to 2 tree and distribut
ing pamphlets denouncing Pod

ish anti-Semitism. -

In 1970 sne led the success
ful campaign which disesurs
aged the German goveramest
from raming Ernst - Achon-
bach, a Gormen diplomsat in
wartime Paris, a2 a Common
Market commiasioner.

With the help of her, Bus-
band, she has compilad a list of
some 1,000 German swor erimle
nals who have eluded progcew-
tion although condemued iz
absentia by French courts,

“By ‘hersel{”, esid Freneh
philospher Viadimir Jankeles
vitch, -“she is the comvelensa
of a country which remsias
unconscious of its acts.”
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