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By RALPH BLUMEVT'HA.L

High United States Army wntelllgence
viticers paid and shielded Klaus Barble
w an informant fog yvars after World
Wur [1, despite their knowladge that the
furmer Gestapo officer was wanted n
Frunce for war crimes, acoording to a
Justice Department Lnvestigation,

Accounts given tu Justce Depart-
ment (nvestigators by former United
Stutes Army agents who worked with

Mr. Barble told of misgivings and Inter- | . .

ral struggles over American use of the

former Nazn, disputes repsatedly re-|

«wlved in hvorofr\-ulnlnx Mr. Barble.
Even un ‘‘arrest’’ wus staged, it was
said, and soon afterwards ‘Mr. Barble
wus freed {0 resume antl-Communist
+yplonage on behalf of the Americans.
Adding to the sensitivity of the case,
to some of the former ts,
s that "Americans also " Mr.
_ Rarbie to gather {nfortoation on the
¥rench. One.reason, they said, that

American officialy refused to tumn over |

Mr. Barble to the French, who were.
scarching for him, wads tear of what the
furmer Gestapo officer cauld tell the
I-rench about American counterintelli-
‘yence operations, including those dl-
‘rected againat Frmch Commumists. ,

Smnn}odbu Wlt\ U.S, Help -

Eventually, officials said, Mr. Barble
was sm od
America a
cape route devised chiefly to aid Soviet-
biuc infurmants.

- Last February the 0-year-old . Mr.
tirhie was extradited to France from
Holivia to stand trial for murders and
deportations he is accused of having or-
dered as chief of the Geuapo {n Lyons
from 1842 to 1944.

Ammrcﬂma.helsacauedof

torturing to death a hero of the French
Resistance, Jean Moulin, and of trans-
wnmxu.'leﬂah children totheAu:cb-
witz camp, where they perished.
. A history of American relations with
Mr Barbie {s being completed by Allan
A ‘Ryan Jr., director of the Justice De-
purtment's Office of Special Investiga-
tims for war-crimes cases, Mr. Ryan
sald in un interview last weok that he
expected his report to be made public
within the next few weeks.’

Mr. Ryan bas declined to discuss his
furdings, but accounts have been pro-
vided by withesses who were inter-
viewed In the investigation. The Inquiry
began in March after reports of M.

- Burbie's return to France led a former

‘counts of their contacts with
‘and the axtent of thoir know!|

-publlsh‘ng e.xecutlve in Washingt

ell of Shleldmg Barb1e

Amer‘lcnn ‘Intelligence . agent o wé|
-knowled

he had worked with Mr,
Barbie alter the war, .

Repuated lppuemai by T‘hn New|.
" York Times and other pews organixa.

Uons for access to Government records
rela to Mr. Barble have been re.
buffad by Army officials on the ground
that the (patter remalrs under invesy-
gation. Some of the docurients remain
dmiﬂedumuxglnhm;

about

his role {n war crimes. Some of the ac-

counts were recently broadcast in a

BBC documentary in Britaln and

luhedlne.xcergutmmnbonhbyl

ish journaitst, .
Interviews with many of the figurm

_pruvide differing accounts of who in the| - .

Army knew what ebom Mr. Barble.

mm«mmm :

A(ormerofncnroﬂhel\mymnnet
Int Corps, Earl S. Browming,
said his office was told 1o 1946 to watch
for a fugitive named Klaus Barble.

" To his surprise, he said, the next

Munich regioi to use Mr.

Barbie, .
*It was a ghock to me,” rectllod the

retired . colone!, who now works as a
on.
“Here he was being looked for — and
there be was!"*
Mr. an!nxaldhemnwmtlm
by 1947 Mr. Barble was listed in the

Central Registry of War Criminals and|

Security Suspecus for murder,

" Mr. Brownlng sald he immediately
ordercd Mr. Bartie's arrest but that the
orde: was resisted in Munich. Eventu-

. ally, be sald, Mr. Barble was taken into |

custody and delivered to the Army's
European Command u«:Cm-
ter at Oberuryel, near

Justice Department hornm
said 1o have found Indications that the
“arrost” was a “friendly’’ one, largel
for the sake of & l!

there were reports Barbie fled and
wnsraup(uroddm‘lnxthatrlp :
“The Slate Kaa' Chnn'

Acconiing to Mr. Brwnim.durllr '

Barbie's Interrogation '{n Oberursel,
“the slate was wiped clkoan.” Mr.
Barbie was tet free and soon returned
to Munich to resurve work.- -

r. Barble|:

year telligence petwork in Germay.
bemoetvudnm\mtlmmtha(:!c '8 of the Ln in

Mr. Bruwning said he continued to’
protest but he was overruled by his su-
r, Col. David Erskine. £,
Bnnmln( asserted that he did suc.

ble valus as a
&:‘M‘“Mblu" and wvlw

Anotherfomeummdhewldmo
. runeat that Mr, Barble's
wartime role was no secret. .
Erhierd Dabringhaus, a C.1.C. agent
in Munich and, by his ovn acocount, Mr.
Barbie's “handler” in 1948, eatd: --n»y
knew. We all knew. The pzopla who
hired him knew what he had done.” |
Nawcmundpm(molcermmat
.n{vne State Univerzity in Michigan
working on a book on the Barbie
case, he said that when be learned of
Mr. Barbie's past he asked for a trans. |-

fer

said that by mid-
mng Blrb;ﬂn’:?mlnmhﬂm was o
‘provide Inteiligensce on Communist ac-
tivities, including French Communists.
He sald an Army directive of June 1,
1948, ehifted the of lntclu;enoe
cﬂoﬂs from Nazisto

i in ap
July“nlmdmoaxhoBBC‘mw‘.:lm
“'Panorama,

"mneddﬂnb-
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