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U.S. _Agents . Tell of Shielding Barbie 
• By RALPH BLUMihrTHAL

High United Suttee Army intelligence
nears paid and shielded Klaus. Ba rbie

al an informant 'foe years after World
War II, despite their knowledge that the
former. Gauge, officer was wanted in
France for war crimes, according tort
wake Department invetUgation.
Accounts given to Justice Depart-

ment investigators by former United
States Army agents who worked with
Mr. Barbie told of ousel:imp and inter-
nal struggle. over American use of the
former Nan, disputes repsatedly- re-
...lived in favor of retaining Mr. Barbie.

Even an "arrest" was staged, it was
mid, and won . afterwards . Mr. Barbie
was freed to resume anti-Communist
espionage ori behalf of the Ainericans.

Adding to the sensitivity of the case,
or cording to some of the former agents.
is that theAmericans also used Mr.
Barbie to gather information on the
French. One . reason. they said, that
American nfficials' refined to turn triter
.Mr. • Barbie to the French, who were
N....arching for him, wei fear Of what the
former Geetano • officer cotild tell the
French about American counterintalti-
-yence operations, including the di-
•rected against French Communists.

Smuggled Out Wit% U.S. Help •
Eventually. officials said, Mr. Barbie

was smuWed out of Europe to South
America &Wog a secret American as.
cape mute devised chiefly to aid Soviet-
bo,c informants.
• Last February the OD-year-old Mr.
I r'fle Was extradited to France from
Isolivia to stand trial for murders and
deportations he is accused of ha ving or-
demi as chief of the Gestapo In Lyons
from 1942 to 1041.

Among other crimes, he is accused of
torturing to death a hero of the French
Resistance, Jean Moulin, and of trans-
porting 43 Jewish children to the Ausch-
witz camp, where they perished.

A history of American relatives with
Mr Barbie is being completed by Allan
A Ryan Jr_director of the Justice De-
partment's Office of Special Investiga-
tions for war-crimes cases. Mr. Ryirt
said in an interview last week that he
expected his report to be made public
within the next few weeks.'

Mr.. Ryan has declined to discuss his
findings, but accounts have been pro-
vided by witnesses who were inter-
viewed in the investigation. The inquiry
began in March after reports of Wk.

rbie's . return to France led a . former

American intelltgence agent to ac-
knowledge he had worked with Mr.
Barbie after the war.

Repeated applications by The New
York Times and other newt organisa-
tions for acme to Government records
relating to Mr. Barbie have been re.
buffed by Army officials on the ground
that the [natter reenaina tinier invest/.
gallon. Some of the documents remain
classified as long as 36 ream later.

Many of those who have been inter-
viewed by Mr. Ryan or his deenties
recent months have prodded publk ac-
wunts of their nacts with Mr. Barbie
and the extent of their knowledge *bout
his role In war crimes. Some of the ac-
counts were recently broadout in a
BBC documentary in Britain and ;Pub-
lished in excerpts from aback by a hilt.
tab Journalist, Tom Bower.

Interviews with many of the figures
provide differing accounts of who in the
Army. knew what ebout Mr. Barbie

Alen lee Barbie In 1041
A former officer of the Army Counter

Intelligence Corps, Earl S. Broaning,
said his office was told in 1916 to watch
fog ' fugitive named Klaus Barbie.

To his surprise, he said, the next year
be received a request from the C.1.C.'s
Munich regicu to use Mr. Barbie.

"It was a shock to me," recalled the
retired colonel, who now worts as a

•publishing executive in Washington.
"Here he was being looked for — and
there be was!"

Mr. Browning said be was aware that
by 1947 Mr. Barbie was listed in the
Central Registry of War Criminals and
Security Suspects for murder.

Mr. Browning said he immediately
ordered Mr. 134u-ble's arrest but that the
order was resisted in Munich. Eveotu-
ally, he said, Mr. Barbie was taken Into
custody and delivered to the Arrars

ter at Oherureel, near	 .
European Command li ttioa Cen.

Justice Department InvestIgators are
said to have found indications that the
"arrost" was a "friendly" one, largely
for the sake of appearame, although
there were reports Mr. Barbie fled and
was recaptured during the nip.

'Me Slats Was Wird Dem'
According to Mr. Browning. after Mr.

Serbia's interrogation In Oben:reel.
"the slate was wiped clean." Mr.
Ruble was tet free and soon returned
to Munich to resume work

Mr. Browning said he continued to
protest but he was overruled by his eu-

r, Col. David Erskine. However,-
nrwriing needed that he did sec.
In putting restrictions on the con.

use of Mr. Barbie. 7/isee, sr.
cording to Army documents found by
Janice Department investigators, are
said to have barred Mr. Barbie from
gat/ming Intelligence . against the
French and to provide for amend to his
use altopther after 90 days. •
only these restricdons were
•Army documents o4 In the in-
verigation Are said to show Mr. Brown-
ing'', signature .an documents approv-
ing use of Mr. Barbie. But Mr. Brown.
ins said he was only expressing the or-
den of his superior, Colonel Erskine: •
• The colonel, retired In Maryland. said
be did not meal! the a:enter.

• U.S. Neicarct a °Shield:Ise
• Mr.. Browning's woo= was subetea-
Dated by his deputy at the We, James
Ratliff, a . retired newspaper and pub-

. Halting exakutIve In Cincinnati..lis ex-
plained the use of a knOwn hig)s-ranking
Gestapo official for undercover work of
questionable value as a coneepence of
the nniambleirend unprolessiardisen
of the intelligoke netvrotic In Germany.

Another former agent said he told the
Justice Department that Mr. Barbie's
wartime role was no secret.

Erhard Dabringhaus. a C.I.C. agent
In Munich and, by his ovrn Automat, Mr.
Barbie'. "handler" in 1948, raid: "They
knew. We all knew. The raspier Who
hired him knew what be bad done."

Now a retired . profrisor of German at
Wayne State University in Michigan
and working on a book on the Barbie
case, be said that when be learned of
Mr. Bartne's past he asked for a trans-
fer.

Mr. Dabringhana— said that by mid-
1918 Mr. Barble's main mission was to
Provide Intelligerne on Communist ac-
tivities, including French Communists.
.Hersald an Army directive of June 1.
1948, shifted the target of intelligence
efforts from Nazis to Communists. .
• Mr. Dabringhatu was suoceeded in
late 1948 • by Herbert Bechtold.. Mr.
Bechtold.. in ae interview -broadcast
July 1 in London en the BBC Television

"Panorama," fled drin
•

k-
Cgrachleisgoo, With Mr. Battle and
dimming interrogation methods.

wittiMr. Barbie, Mr. Bechtold sdamidM
Asked *ban the morality of

was just obeying orders." 	 .	 .
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