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U.S. Admits Sheltering Barbie -

By Thomas O™Toole
Washington Bost Stalf Writer .

The United States has formally
enclogized to France for its close
relationship to Gestapo leader
Klaus Barbie, and officially admit-
ted that the U.S. Army had hired
and protected the Nazi accused of
deporting and ‘massacring thou-

- sands of French Jews and resis-

tarce fighters during the German
occupation of France.

. In a 218-page report released
yesterday, the Justice Department
laid out; in detail with names and
dates, the [iS. role in allowing

. Apeologizes to France

Barbi¢ to live and travel as a free
man for the last 33 years. It con-
cluded ‘that the US. Army was
guilty of an “obstruction of justice
and an ualawful act.” )
The US. Army’s Counierintel-
ligence Corps’ hired Barbie as a
paid informer in 1947, kept him
hidden in a safe house for four
years and smuggled him out of the
country to Bolivia rather than ex-
tradite him to France, according to
the report. It said that the Army
lied Lo the French, the State De-
partment and the High Commis-
sioner’s Office of Garmany when it

denied that Barbie worked for and

~was being concealed by the Army.
“Whether Barbie is guilty or

innocent of the crimes with which
he is charged will be decided by a
French court,” said Allan A. Ryar
Jr., the former director of the Of-
fice of Special Investigations for
the Justice Department, who has
heen investigating the U.S. role in
the Barbic matter. .
“Justice delayed is justice de-*
nied,” Ryan said. “If we are faith-
ful to that principle, we cannot
pretend that it applies only within
see RARBIE, A20, Cal. 1
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Ryan said the. Hnrhw CovEr-Uup
involved hall n dozen high-ranking
Army CIC offieers, incliuding the late
Brigz. Gen. Robert Taylor, director of
intelligence for the US. Army in Bu-
rope after the war. Ryan said that at
least a dozen other CIC ofTicers were
involved in smuggling Barbsie aped his
family out of Furope in 1951,

Hall of the officers ivolved are

“dead, he said. "The other half eannot.

he prosecuted becausé the statute of -

limitations™ has expired.  Ryan de-
scribed “the officers’ actions ag on
“ohstruction of justice™ that invalved

paying $1,400 apicee for Barbie, his . .

wife and two children (o be smug-
gled out of the conntry.
“For whatever reasons the cIc

arranged Barbie's escape, it was an
unfawful act,” Ryan said. “From

what we know today, we belicve the -

CIC refused ‘to turn Barbie over to
the French because they were em-
harrassed by the affair and felt they
would have been compromised by
his extradition, at icast in part be-
cause Barbie was’ working against
the Feench for the U.S. Army.”

Ryan said Lhe Army concealed
Barbie's identity, paid him about
$100 a month-and gave him coffec,
- cigarettes, [ood rations and saf¢
housing in" Augshurg in Bavaria for
almost four years:

In return, Ryan said. the Army
received information about postwar
cooperation  bewween French  and
Soviet intelligence; Soviet attempts

to penetrate German political move-

ments and the whereabouts and ac-
tivities of hundreds of former Gesta-
po officers who could be used as in-
formers.

‘The Justice Department said that
Barhie's network of informers had
penctrated hoth Soviet and French
mtelligence networks that in turn
were atterapting to penetrate US.
intelligence in the US. zone,

Harlie was reparded ns the “maost
reliable™ informer that the CIC had
in Germany after the war, the Jus.
tice Department renort saadd.

One reason thai the CHC did not

want tu lose ban to vither Pranee or
Great - Britnin, “Toth  of  which
wanted hum,” was vhat Baehie “knew
more nbout how the CIC operated”
than many members of the CIC.
Thus,-the Army could not afford to
lose him to another country, evea nn
ally such ns France and Britain, the
rclmrt saidl,

“CIC was  convinced
F rcnch Surete [Secret: Police] had
heen thoroughly penetrated by Com.
munist elements who wanted o kid-

nap Barbie, reveal his CIC connee-

Y.

(ions. anel thus embarrass the U.S,
As time went on and the French
pressed thir efforts to secure Bar-
bie's extradition, the CIC hecime

“even more desirous of protecling
Barliie,” the report anid.

.Curiously, t! ~ Surete in 1948 had
interrogated Darhie in the same
room with CIC agents about his
knowledge of French collaborators
who masked themselves as resistance
fighters. But Surete did not inquire
about Barbie's own role as head of
the Gestapo in Lyons in 1944, [t was

ouly . 1949, after the French pros--

ccuted a resistance leader named
Rene Hardy for treason that they
asked for Barbie's

down the hatches,” the repori said.
One CIC memo recently declassified
Ly the Army said: Barbie will be in-
terrogated "in the usual French man-
ner and forced to not only reveal
information_pertaining to the Hardy
case -hut also to reveal information
pertaining to his activities with CIC
and his connections in the French
zone.” These connections were Bar-
bie’s penetration of French intelli-
gence.

The report said that the way the
French interrogated  Burbie  sup-

gested to the CIC that Barbic was

not o war criminal, just 2 counter-
intelligence member of the Gestapn
doing his job rooting out resistance
h"lncr\

The Hardy trial changed all that.
Favdy's lawyer  disclosed  Barbie's
role as the “Buteher of Lyons”
reveated that Barbie had used acet.s
viene torches on prisoners’ feet (o
get Lthem to talk, The aftorney de-
manded why the "United
Nates wis peotecting b,

ROTIRS

that the

relcase so he
. conld testify against Hardy. :
"The CIC's reaction was to “hatten

and

Fristead o er;ulillnL Barbie to
Franee, the repont sand, the Army
decided 1o take Barhie .urthor un-
derground. Not only did the CIC
deny to the French that it knew

" where Barbie was or whether he still

worked for them, hut it also told the
same story to the State Department

-and the High Commissioner’s Office

for Germany, then headed by John
McCloy. Meanwhile; the CIC con-
tinuerd to pay Barhie, provide him
with a sale house and ask him o

Ctake on new pusigniments.

“The . CIC . knowingly minsled
HICOG {the high commissioner| and
the State Department,” Ryon said
yesterdny. “The CIC lied openly to
the State Department at least twice
that they no longer employed Barbic
or even knew where he wa+ "
Another CIC memo declassified in
the Justice report explained why the

-CIC kept Barbiz on its payroll after

the pressure to extradite him hegan
to ng'

- “Since subject’s [Barlne s sole in-
come 'is derived from CIC,” a Jan.
27, 1950, memo said, “it is felt that
to discontinue paying him would not
only make him aware of his changed
status but would also force him to
seek- employment. elsewhere in. the .

only trade which he knows, mtelli-
_ gence. The fatter possibility must be
_avoided, lest this organization be fur-

ther embarrassed by subject.”

The answer to the CIC's dilemma,
the Justice Department reporl re-
vealed, came with the chance discov-
er that the CIC 'in Austria was
usi ig a Croatian priest named Fa-
ther Krunoslav Draganovic to smug-
gle Saviet defectors out of Europe.

Draganovic was using his under-
ground railroad, called “Ratline,” 3=
an escape service for Croatian na-
tionalists  fleeing - Yugoslav  leader
Tito. Draganovic charged exorbitant
prices to obtain passports from the
International Red Cross and visas
from Souts; American countries.

Suddenly. Barbies name was on
Ratline’s list. This oc~urred “with
the help of a UK, citizen who was
chiet of the eligibility office of the
International Refugee Organization

“in Rome to gecure documentation

andd transportation™ for Barbie and
his famuy ta leave Farope for Seath
Ainerica




he deea Deparonien
St a0l
mistons ahout Draganovie, Said one
deelassified CIC memo: ¥ Disganovie
v known and recorded aso e Tascist
and war criminal i his” contaets
with South American diplomats of
similae elass are aol generally ap-,
proved by FLS State: Department
officiats.” : . '

Rarbie deft on March, 23, 19531,
with his wife and two chilidren, He
traveled - on a passport identifying
hime as Klavs Altimann aboard an
ltalion ship, “Corrientes,” bound for
Buenos Aires, Argentina, ‘The family
had entry visas for Bolivia, where
they lived for the next 33 vears until
heing extradited 1o France earlier
this year. _

White House  spokesman Larry
Speakes told reporters in Santa Bar-
bara that the” White House “is sat-
isfied that the Department. of Justice
has done’a thorough job of research-
ing all available information regard-
ing UK. involvement with Barbie in
reaching a conclusion that there was.
no interageney conspiracy (o conceal
" Barbie from the Freach.”

He said that the United States
provided the: French with a copy of
the report, "nd we've expressed our
doep regeets over the action, taken in
Germany in 1950 o concet Barbie
from the French,”

et

Wirs vt ol
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Allan A. Ryan: Protecting Barbie was “an obstruction of justice and an unlawful act.”

‘We Have Delayed Justice in Lyons’

United States Army aned the Uinited States zovern-
ment. Under these circumstanees, whatever may be
their personal culpability, the United States govern-
ment cannot disclaim responsibilty for their actiogs,
Whether Barhie is guilty or innocent of the erines
with which he is charged < be decided by a Freoch

This is the text of the memaorandum to the attor-
ney general from Allane X0 Ryan Jr., special assist-
ant to the assistan!? altornes general.

- As the invcsﬁgntibn ol Klaus-Barbie has shwn,
efficers of the United States wovernment were divent -
ly responsible for protecting a person wanted by the

wovernment of France on crimieal charges and in
arranging his es(ape rom the w. As a direct result
of that action, Klaus Barbie did not stand trial in
France in 1950; he spent 33 vears as a ree man and
a fugitive from justice, and the faet that he is await-
i trial today in Franee is due entirels 10 the per-

Cxistence of the givernment of Franee and the conp-
eration of the present government of Rofivia,

s tre thad the obstruction of efforts to appre-
hend and extradite Barbie werr noi condoned in any
afticial vense by the Umitid States government. B
neither ean this episade be considered as merely the
unfortunate actton of renegade ofteers. They were
i duties, Thew

ol e,

acting within the seope of their ol

or e shaedd

e taker not For person

acilons

them personally Teom fiabshre v ddisaph

Phoa-tbond vilb vy e ! st

courl. But whatever the verdicr, his appointment
with justice is fong overdoe, I is a principle of de-
moeracy and the rate of Taw that justice delaved i

Justice denied. I we are to he faithful 1o that prin-

cipiv—and we should he Githiul it we canne
pretead that it applies only within our borders and
nownere else, We hove delaved | stice in Lvans,
Utheretfore believe i appropriste, mud 1 soreenme
mend. that the United Sttes government express to
the government of France its regrel Tor iis respons-
hi“'u_\' in l!;':;l_\'in;; the due provess of Taw i the ciise o
Klius Barhie, We should also pledee 1o cooperate in
Aign

@V appropriate manner inorne frther mvests
af the erines s which Barbie wall be e o
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