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SUBJECT: The KSHA and Edda CIAKO in Switzerland
(Source: Interrogation of Frau Burkhsrdt BEETZ)

1. Count Ciano was executed at 9: OO AY on the
morning of January 11, 1944. Three days before, on January
8th, his wife (Edda Mussolinl) had reached safety across the
Sw1ss border, where the Ciano children were waiting for her.

2, Edda's traveling companion on her flight was
a lieutenant in the Italian Air Force named Emilio Pucci.
‘Prom the border she sent Pucci back to Verona with letters
to Hitler and Mussolini, begging them to spare Clano s life.

3. Pucci was arrested the morning of Clano s
death and taken to the office of Gen, Harster, B4dS northern
Italy. He was interrogated there and in jail about the
whereabouts of Edda Mussolini: on Jan 17 he was seen by
Subject in jeil in Milan. "He then had a fractured skull
as a result of 'questioning' by & certain Standartenfithrer
Rauff, SD chief in Milan.

4. The execution of Ciano by the puppet Italian
government left the RSHA with much unfinished business, ,
By means of a bargain (which was not kept) they had persuaded
him to reveal to Frau BEETZ the whereabouts of the Italian
RForeign Office records. Ciano's diaries, however, and some
other 1mportant personal papers had not been recovered.

S Accordlng to Frau BEETZ, she had reported to .
" the RSHA (at Ciano's suggestion) that the diaries were locked
in the safe of a friend of Ciano‘'s in Switzerland. Actually,
as Frau BEETZ knew, the diaries had been buried in Italy -
until they were taken to Switzerlend, strapped around Edda
. Mussolini'ts waist, during the nlght of Jan 7th to Jan 8th.,

6,. Immediately after Ciano's .executiony Dr.. Hottl,g

"';*head of"Amt VI B 17 (which had now become Amt VI E-1) and:

as such Frau BEETZ's chief,.left Berlin to visit Verona.’

He arrived on Jan 14th and at once proposed to Freu BEETZ
that she go to Switzerland’ and endeavor to establish contact
with Edda Mussolini. The€ purpose of the mission was two-
fold: primarily, to persuade Edda not to make any publicity
about the way the RSHA had allowed her husband's execution
although he had kept his part of the bargain; secondarily,

to attempt to discover the hiding place of the remaining
Ciano papers. According to Subject, however, Dr. Hottl had .
<1little hope of the .success of the second part of the miSSLOn.

7. Subject states that she had little liking for 1
the mission and accepted it only on condition that she couldi,_
take Lt, Pucci with her, with the obgect (she says) of. savinjj;‘
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ruceits life, Dr. Hottl agreed that Pucci, because of his
intimste relationsiiip with Edda lussolini, would be a useful

candoctant in the nrofect and therefore agreed to the chunge.
. n Joen 15th, the day after HOttl's arrival, a
cover wositlon in Jwitzerland was arranged far Frau BELTIZ,
cith thie consent of Von Neurath, German consul in Lugano,
‘e 07 Leholz, German vice-consul in 1iilan, she was to pose
wi @ secretarial smployee of the lilan consulate who was
Sodng Lo Lugauno for six weeks to revlace a secretary who
3 tiels  {n this weoils, and at the rzouest of Scholz, the
1os connsul in ilan granted a visa immediately.

e ue ndi bt of Jan 18%h and 190th Pucci was

e bue corder by veat. On the wfternoon of .

e Sl ltook a taxi to the border and then a

Lgunoe Jae met Fucel the same day at a pre-arronged

“

iCe  Subject had instructions to send her revorts
end communications by means of a Swiss or German merchant
srager. U iz oan nad an office in Chiasso and combined

zirs with the running of a regudar courier

atween Lu ono and Como for the Germans,

sarvice
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11, Cuing to the injuries Tucci had sustained in
criseon, aificulties arose almost immediately. On Jan 23rd
Sunel wws comyelled to go to the nospital at Bellinzona for
reatment, wnd Tound himself interned by the Swiss authorities,
or fucci, interned in a sisters' hospital at Bellinzona, to
contact 2dda, interned in a nunnery at Ingegohl (the other
side o the Lt. Jothard Pacs), was obviously no easy matter.

12,  Cubject attempted on Jan 26th to raise the . -
o2 onsit of caution money (she believes 14,000

anes -ere recuired) in order to free Pucci from

« For this purpose she naid a vieit to the Italian
int, Biahchi, in “urich: but Bianchi (who, Subject
¢ o Fasclat) would have nothing to do with the

T “hree weeks later, on Feb. 21, Subject made another
sinmilar atbempt, this time contacting Suni Agnelli, a friend
sf sucel's oad grond-daughter of enother Itslian industrialist,
in sird, o student at the University of Lausanne, was ‘
rosed Te ave enough influential friends to free Pucci
dAthout the devnosit of money: but Subject's visit to her was
Also without result. : : R

13, Puccil, memnwhile, was continually attempting
to contect Bdda by letter —- both on his own behalf and in
~order to assist Subject, for whom his feelings of gratitude
for his ssfety was rapidly changing to a feeling of affection
and love. Subject drew up and gave to Pucci a statement of
vt were sup.rosed to be Ciano's Yast thoughts and messages
Jor ¥dda. This statement still exists, and it is plain that
tlre thou;hts -~ whether actual or not —— were nicely calculated
to keep Zdda silent, as the RISHA desired. Puccil's letter
envodying this statement reached Edda in April.
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14, On Jan 27th Subject arranged the delivery,
though not in person, of a letter from Pucci to a certain
Lancelot de Garston. Pucel had obtained the name of this
~man, apnarently from a chance acguaintance, upon his first
arrival in lug&no, De Gearston was said to be the representative
¢t tlre British Secret Service in Lugano: and in a somewhat
sovcure deal Pucei tried to interest him in buying Ciano's
digries from idda, wiich De Garston refused to do.

: - 15, A0uord1ng to Subject, the motive for this deal
(“sich she endeavored to forward by the delivery of the letter)
was to secure money for Edda, so that she and the children
zcould continue to live in Switzerland: there was also the hope
that the British would publish the diaries, and so smear
Ribbentroy in the way that one section of the RSHA desired.

16, (n ¥eb 20th Subject took a train from Lugano to
Schwye and went from there on foot to Ingebohl, to see under

et kind of security Edda and the Ciano children were interned.
Shie was unable to see any of the Ciano family, even from a

Jistance. Subject then continued her journey to Lausanne to
see 3uni aynelli (see paragraph 12), During her visit she
>LuECS that she usked Signorina Agnelli, who was studying

ch 1Ubr for & hottle of poison. This was mailed to her
11 i *no «1d sne received it on Peb 23rd.:

17. 3Subject gives the following reascn for wanting
woison:- 3he nad received a letter from Berlin saylng that a
.priest named Pancino, who was Edda's confessor, had succeeded
in visiting £dda in her internment at Ingebohl: and that
Fancino was working for Amt VI. Subject was afraid that Edda
would tell Tancino how she had been warned by Subject to flee
to Switzerland on Jan 7th, taking Ciano's diaries: and that
the A3H4 would arrest Subaect for this treachery.

18, On Murch 29th Subject's Swiss visa (already

*c&eved from llarch 1st) expired for the second time. She

returned to Italy and went to stay at a country house
nﬁint¢1ned by the 3D at Cornobbia, near Como. Host at this
house was a banker named Karnatz, who was permltted by the SD
to make his home there., Subject worked for one week in the
office of Votiel, chief of the 3D in Como, and then {00k a
four week's leave because her husband, with Kaltenbrunner's
assistance, had arrived at the Karnatz house on leave.

19, Tuais vacatlon ended on May 4th and Subject then
vent to Berlin. On llay 6th she saw Kaltenbrunner in his office

in Prinz Albrechtstrafie and then reported to the Amt VI oftice
in 32 DerkaerstraBe. Kaltenbrunner told her to return to Como
and make contact with PFather Pancino (cover name Nikolaus).
Throuzh Pancino she was to endeavor once more to contact Edda.
Ciano's papers and diaries was not mentioned, according to
bubgect. Her mission was only to give Edda money and totell
her of Ciano's alleged last wish that she keep quiet in order
not to endanger her position in bwitzerland.

e e



; .- :
4 v v .

o

20, Hubject contacted Pancino, as arranged,
June 7th: btut her actual mission to Switzerland came to
nothing because of the Swiss authorities' failure to grant
visa. =t tiis time shewas earnlng 230 marks & month plus
living allowance (while out of Germany) equivalent to
3,000 lire a month. On June 8th came a letter from Kaltenbrunne:
announcing that a bonus of 10,000 marks had been paid to her in

[ Y]

- Berlin, us a reward for her good work in obtaining the

secret of where Ciano had hidden the Toreign Office records
in Home. :

21, Zordy in June Subjeot heard from Berlin that
swiicino had zoin been in contact with Bdda, who had told
himothat Ciwno's personal papers (not his disries) existed
in wptusiicate and vere hidden in seven difierent places
in Itely. Fancino, according to Subject, reported that he
balieved zduc would at a later time tell him exactly where

the)y werc hidden.

2. Bubject now tells the following curious story.
Jie suaye it she hod heard fron Pucci some time before
cooil o mome yew:rif hed been entrusted by Edda to her personal
rhyesieien, Lr. MELCCCHI, at the sanatorium in Ramiola, Itdl yo
Subject g done nothing to unearth these, because she was-
5till wpset ot the R8HA allowing Ciano to die after having
dven uw the oreign Office records as part of a bargain for

SR
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2%, DNow, however, -- according to Subject -~ she

.s ar ru»a thiat Foancino would hear from Idda of the hiding

RE: thhe documents in Ramiola: in the course of the

inves tle‘o_on it uonld be discovered that the physician

g owas ailing them was in faet a vhysician for the Italian
vavtiscns.  Phersfore, .says 3ubject, whe dicided to pick up
%he documents herself, rather than have 1t done on 1nformatlon
rovided I Pancino. A

24, This, however, cculd not be done on information

al Subject had concealed for three months., Therefore
iad to be made to 'look difficult.' Accordingly Subject
o offF on June 22 Tor a preliminary investigation with
a0lian agent named Radice., She afterwards maw
Le D33, on June 24 and 26: and on June 30 (after an
urney on the 27th) she went with Dr. Segna, aide

to Hnrster and received the documents from the physician at
Ramicla in return for a promise of 1mmunityo»
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. 25. By whatever method it was in fact done, Subject
obtained the navers and took them to Zossen (cover name
.eonolln), ¢mt VI's first evacuation point from Berlin,

flere snhe made 2 summary of the papers for Dr. Steimle,

2hief o Amt VI B, and was instructed by him to return to

ner home in Jeimar and make a complete translation of the
cntire collection, :

26, This work lasted until August 24, the documents
belng vlaced each night in the safe of the Weimar Gestapo
for security reasons. Subject, however, made an extra carbon
Ior herself (with the object, she says, of eventually adking
Zdda Mussolini's permission to use the documents in a book.
Cn the arrival of American troops, Subject buried the set
of carbons in her garden, whence they were rewovered by the
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undersigned with the help of Lt. Stweart French, SCI, Third
Army. - The documents consist of Ciano's personal Foreign
Office records from 1938 to 1943, including letters exhanged
by Hitler and Mussolini during the period. (They were for-
warded b air immediately to Twelfth Army Group.

27.  On August 28 Subject returned to Berlin and
worked as translator for Siurmbannfiihrer Wolf, the new head
of amt VI B 1 (in succession to Dr. Hottl)., She tbok part in
the evacuation of Amt VI to a camp (cover name Waldburg) in
the region of Storkow, S.E. of Berlin, on Sept 20, 1944.
Three weeks later, on Oct 10, sheé received permission to

“return home to .Jcimar to work on another lengthy translation.

28. The work this time was to translate a Foreign
0f ice vclume on &albania thatwas among those revealed by
Cianoc in January (the other seven volumes -~ one for each
yvear of Ciano's tenure of office —- had already been trans—
lated by someone else). This work lasted until Jamary 12,
wirten she transmitted the complete work through SD channels
to Zerlin, no carbon copy was kept by SuBject. A letter
A letter to Dr., Steimle equesting more work remaining.
answered, sunject 4id nothing wmore for the RSHA dfter. that
Aute,

.29, degzrding Ciano's papers, Subject believes, that
sne IForeign CGffice volumes disclosed by Ciano are stell in
Serlirn, in the imt VI office at 32 Berkaerstrafle, and that
the diaries. are still in the possession of Edda Mussolini.
Site has given the addresses of two other hiding places in
Italy mede known to :ier by Pucci. As for the documents in
sevtuplicate, reported by Pancini (see papa 21), she does
not know whether these are something completely different -
or witether they will prove to be the same as those found
Ly her in Ramicla &nd =lready unearthed by 3CI in Subject's
carden. : ‘ S




