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16 June 1945 |

TO : €O, SCI, Germany
SUBJECT: The RSHA and Edda CIANO in Switzerland
(Source: The Interrogation of Frau Burkhardt BEETZ)

1., Count Ciano was executed at 9100 AM on tha -
morning of Jamuary 11, 1944, Three.days before, on January
8th, his wife (Edda i ) had reached safely scross the
Swiss border, e Clano children were waiting Fori her. : (

2. Edda'e traveling companion on; ;&rlight was
a lieutenant in the Ytalian Ailr Force named Emilio Pucci,
From the border she sent Pucei baek to eronﬁ‘wttn'tuttwr '
‘to Hitler and ¥ussolini, begging them to, spare ciano'e 11fe.

3+ ' Pucci was arrested the morning of. Giano‘s
death and taken to the office of Gen, Harster, ‘Bd8 northenn
Italy. He was interrogated there and in- jail aboutthe. '
whereabouts of Edda Mussolinis on Jan 17 he.was . seen. by
Subject in jail in Milan, He then hed a.fractured skull:
as & result of “"questioning" by a- certain Efandartenfﬂhrer)
Rauff,/SD chief in Milan, :

' 4, The execution of Ciano by the pugpet Italian
gov.rnment left the RSHA with much unfinished business. .

By means of a bargain (which was not kept) they had. persuaded

him to reveal to Frau BEETZ the whereabouts of the Italian o
Foreign Office records, Ciano's diaries, however, and some

other important personal papers had not %een recovered. -

Se According to Frau BEETZ, she haad reportad to
the RSHA (at Clano's suggestion) that "the diaries were locked
in the safe of a friend of Cieno's in Switzerland, Antually,

as Frau BEETZ knew, the diaries had been buried in Italy. :
until they were taken to Switgerland, strapped around Edda
Mussolini's waist, during the night of Jen 7th to JanBth.

6, Immediately after Ciano's execution, Dr. HBttl,
head of Amt VI B 1 (which had now become Amt VI E i

as such Frau BEET2%s chief, left Berlin to visit Verona.

He arrived on Jan l4th and’at once proposed .to Frau BEETZ

that she go to Switzerland and endeavor to establish contact
with Edde Mussolini, The purpose of the mission was twoe . -
fold: primiarily, to persuade Edda not to make.any: publicity
about the way the RSHA had allowed her husband's execution
although he had kept his part of the bargainﬁ secondarily,

to attempt to discover the hiding plage :of the re maining
Ciano papers., According to Subject, however, Dr, HOtt1l had
little hope of the success or the second par% ~missi ;

7+ Subject states that-she hedwlittle'l-
the mission and accepted it only.onszcondition: that: sh
take Lt, Pucei with her, with. the object eha says)
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Pucei's 1ife. Dr, HOttl agreed that Pucci, because of his
intimate relaticnship with Edda Mussolini, wculd be a useful
assistant in the profect and therefore agreed to ﬁhs chanse.

8, On Jan 15th, the day after BSttLYs arrival,
cover position in Switzerland was.arranged for Frau BEE Z.
With the consend of Von Neurat German c sul in - In ‘
and of &ghglzi Germen viceeconsg she was to posg
as a secretar employee’ of the Milan consulate who was -~
geing to Lugano for six weeks to replace a secretery who waa
+ ~  sick, On this besis, and at the request of Scholgz, tha
" Swiss ccnsul in Milan granted a visa 1mmediately. .

9, The night of Jan 18th and 19th Pucci was: -
smiggled across the border by beat, On the afternoon. of
the 19th Frau BEETZ toock a taxi to the border and then a :
train to Luganc, ©She ret Fucecl the same day at a pre~arranged
rendezvous.

10, Subject had 1nstructions to send her reporta
: and comrunications by mesns of a Swiss or German merchant '
¢ Prager, This man had an office in Chidsco and: opbined o
; his business affairs with the running of a regulaw: bourier
b service between Lugano and Como for the Germans, .

11, Owing to the. injuries Pucci hed 8uata1ned
priscn, dirficulties arose almost immediately. ;On;ﬁan.23rﬁ
Pucci was compelled to go to the hosgital at BeTlIﬂzonaufqn
treatment, and found himself interne o i
For Pueci, interned in a sisters! hos
contact Bdda, interned in a nurinery 'at Ingegdhl ( o
sido of the 8t, Gothard Pass), was cbvicusiy no 88y matt_

‘ 12, Subject attempted on Jan 26th to- raiae tha
g necessary deposit of cautiocn money :(she. belteves 144000
Swiss francs were required) in order to fyee Pucel.fy s
intermment. Tor this purpose she pald a visit to the an
industrialistyBlanchi, in Zurich: but Blanchi. (wlc,- 8ab399';
states, is- o Yasclst) would have nothing to 4o with thel‘ﬁy;;;
projects Three weeks later, on Feb,. 21, ‘Sphrlact. . )
similar Wﬁhﬁa time contacting rignellds a f
j andedgnichtar of [aReYl »’ talian ;l_‘

rucc ‘- -3 X |
This girl, a student at the U varsgiv«-dl gnne was #fbé”w~
supnosed {0 have enough Influen friends'to-‘v_r PO ,

without tke deposit of moneys but Subject's vif. 10 > )
also without result. ,zyrzﬁap.
Qa-.lfvy it Uraga -2 V] .
‘ 13. Pucci, meanvhile, was continually -atZeup LAIp ﬁ43“. — Adh“
to c ohtact Edda by letter -- both off his own behalf and dn. " - o
order to assist Subject, for whom his feelings of gratitude '
for his safety was rapldly changing te a feeling. of afféotion
and love, Subjeet drew up and gave to Pugei a statement of
- what were supposed to be Cilanc's last thouyghts-and messages
' for Edda., Thie statement still exists; and it is plain-that -
the thcughts — whether actual or not -« were:nicely cal ".&Qdf
to keep Edda silent, as the RSHA desired. Pucci* etter o
enmbodying this statement reached Edda in April- T
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l4. On Jan 27th Subjeet arranged the delivery,
though not in-person, of a letter from Pucel to a. certain
_L-ncelot, defGarston.. Pucecl had obtained the name of this
g, aprardntly from a chance acquaintance, uven his f£irst
arr%val in Lugano. De Garstoniwas geild to be the re ;esentative
of 2 ang:’ 8
obscure deal Pucci rie in buying Ciano‘s
dierles from Edday which De Garston refused to 4o, - ,

15. Accordlng to Subject, the motd #e fov this. daal -
( hich she endeavored to forwaré by the délivery. of the letter)
was to secure money for Edda, so that she-and the children
cculd continge to iive in. SWitzerlandt there waa -also the hopa
that the British would publish the diaries 80 sgmeay. ,
Ribbentrop in the way that cne section of %hs RSHA dasired, -

16. On Feb 20th Subject tock a traiy from nugano to . o
Schwyz and went from there on foot to Ingebohl, to gae under -
what kind of security Edda and the Cilano. children were interned, T
Ske was unable to see any of the Clanc family, evenfoma h
distance, Subject then continued her  Journey’ to Lauganne #0
see Suni A nell {see paragraph 12), During her visit she
sta LL& e asked Signorina Agnelli, who was studying
chemlstry zor a bottle of polson, This was malled to, her
ir Lugrno, and she roceived it on Feb, 23rd. -

- '17., Subject gives the followlng reason. for wanting Lo

pcisont « She had recelved & lotter from Berlin saying that a =
priest named Pancino, who was Edda's confegsor, had succeeded g . ‘
. in visiting Edda in Rer intermment at Ingehohl: ‘and that _ : |
' Pancino was working for Amt VI. ©Sublect was afrald that Edda = : \
would tell Pancino how she had been werned by Subject to £lee

tc Switzerland on Jan 7th, teking Ciano's diaries: and that
the RSIHA would arrest Subﬁect for this treachery. '

18, On March 29th Subject's Swiss visa (already
renewed from March 1st) expired for the second time. She
returned te Italy and went to stey at a country house - : ' _ !
maintained by the SD at Cornobbia, near Como, Host at this . '
hcuse was banker n~med tz, who was permitted bw'the SDh - C
to nake his eres Subjegct® worked for onae week in the ‘
office of Ttel chief of the SD in Comoz and then took a -
four week's leaVe'because her husband, with Xaltenbrunnerts
assistance, had arrived at the Karnatz house on’ leaveg -

19, ..This vacation ended on Ha §glth anﬂ Subaect then
went tc Berlin, oOn May 6th she saw tenbrunner in his office .
"in P rinz Albrechstrasse and then reported to the Amt VI office.
in 32 Berkaerstrasse, Kaltenbrunner told her toc return to Como
and make contuct with Fgther Paneino ( cover name Nikolaus
Thrcu§h Prneino she was to eaVor once more ocon da. o
Cianc's papers and diaries were not mentioned, according to -
Subject, Her mi:ssion was only to. give Edds money and to tell
her of Ciano's alleged last wish that she keep quiet in order
net to endanger her rosition in Switzerlando G _
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that Subject had ? conceale

'On the arrival of Americen troopsehSubaect'buxi
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o 20, Subject contact Pancino, as arranged on '

June 7th: but her actual mission to Switzerland came to j-.
nothing bedaunse of the Swiss au thorities! fallure to:

a visa, At this time she was earning 230 marks a mont plus

a living allowance (while out of Germany) equivalent: to :

3,000 1iro a month, On June 8th came a letter from Kaltenbrunney
arncuncing that a bonus of 10 4000 marke had been paid to. ey in
Bezljn, as a reward for her good work in obtaining th

secr ot of where Ciano had hidden the Poreign Office raoords

in Romey

31, Eurly in June Subject heard fyom. Berlin &hat
Parncino had ugain been in contact with Edda, who had: told
him thoet Ciano‘s personal papetrs, (ag;_his diaries) exiﬁtad
in septuplicate and werse hidden in seven different
in Italy. Pencino, according to Subjecty reported ° t he
believed Edda wculé at a later time tell him exactly‘wh@ro
they were hidden.,

22. Subject now tells the following eurious story.
She cays that she heard from Puccl some time before .. -
April some rccords had been entyusted by Edda to her personal

physician, p:“Lgégggg%é at the sanatorium in Ramiola, Italy,

. bubaect had done no to unearth these, because- aha was

still upset at the RSHA allowing Cilano. to die after having -
given up the Foreign Cffice records. as partof 8 bargain fbr
lifeo )

23.v Novi g howevar,-— according to Subject - she

"was afraid that Pancilno would hezy fyrom Edda of the ‘hiding .
'place of the documents in Ramiclat: in the course of the _

investigaticn, 1t wculd be discovered that the physician .

who wes hiding them was in fact & physician for the. Italian
partisans. Therefore, says Subject, who decided to pick up
the donuments herself, rather. than have it done on 1n£ormat Lon

provided by Paneino,

24, - This, however, could nct be done. on. 1nformation
é for three monthe, Therefore . .
it hed tc be madé to 'look Aifficultt, Accordingly Subject
toolx off on June 22 for a preliminary inveatigat on with
a metty Italian ezent) named Radieca, She. afterwards sav -
Harster, the BdS, on June 24 and 263 and on June’ 30 (after an
abortive jcurney on the 27th) she went with %ﬁ;_ﬁggna aide
to Harster, and received the documents from physician at
Rariola in return for a promise of immmitys .

25, By vhatever method it was in fact done, Subdect
obtained the napers and took them to Zossen (cover nsme
Zeppelin), Amt VI's first evacuation point from. Berling . .
Here she made a summary of the papers for \Dr, S.ei S
chief of Amt VI B, and was instructed by h sturn to
her hcme in Weimar and meke a complete tranalation of the
entire collection,

26, This work lasted until August 84 the documanta
being placed each night in the safe of the Weimar Gostapn . :
for securlty reasons, Subject, however, made an extra ¢arban
for herself (with the object; she saysy of eventusl ng. -
Edda HKussolinil’s permission to use ¢t e'doeumantsH;nAj

of carbons in her garden, whence They were regoy

v
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undersigned with the help of Lt, Stewart French BGI ?hird
Army. The douuments consist of Ciano's ersonai Forei
0frice records from 1938 to 1942ﬁ ineluding letters exgﬁhnsed
by Hitler and Mussolinl during the period, (Th ' were fbr- ‘
warded by ﬁir immediately to Twelfth Army Group _

.27, On August 28 Subject returned to’ Berlin and
werked as translator for Sturmbannfuhrey Wolf, the new head

of Amt VI B 1 (in succession . he took part 1n ‘
the evacuation of Amt VI to a camp (cover name waldburg) in
the region of Storkow, S,E, of Berlin, on Sept., 20, 1944,
Three veeks later, on Oct 10, she received permission to
roturn home to Weimar to worﬁ bn another langthy translation.

28, The work this time wus to translate o Foreig%
c

TEITY R RBAE

Oi:'ice volume on-Albsnia that wgs among those revealed
Cianc in January (the other seven volumes -- one for ea

- yeuar of Ciano's tenure of office -- had aireéady been trans-
lated by someone else)s This work lastad until January l2,
when sho transmitted the complete work through SD channsls ,
to Berlin, no carbon copy was kept by Subject., A letter
to Dr, Steimle requesting more work rema > answered,
Subject did nothing more for the RSIA after that date,

" 29, Regarding Ciano's papers, uub ect believe that
the Forelgn 0ffice volumes disclosed by Ciano are stili
Berlin, in the AUT VI office at 32 Bevkaerstrasse, and that
the dilries aro ctill in the possession of Kada. ﬁussolini

- She has given the addresses of two other hi places in
'Italy made known te her by Puccl, As for the ocuments in
septurlicate, reported by Pancinl (see Para, 21), she does
net ¥mow whe%h«r these are something completely. &1fferen t -
or whether thev will prove to be the same as those found
by her in Rhmiola and already unearthed by SCI 1n Subject'
garden, ‘ _
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