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5 1. Attached ‘are treces on Subject which vere compiled in 1958.
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3. The following are traces on Willi BEISSNER:

a) One Wilhelm BEISSNER was Gestapo chief in
Lodz, 'Poland and Zagreb, Croatia during World War II. One
of the most cruel Gestapo officials, responsible for the
deaths of a great many Jews in Poland as well as a number
of other victims in districts where he had been stationed.
age 35, height 1 meter 80 centimeters; dark hair parted on
left s1de bad teeth; speaks with slight 1isp; has very
noticeable.white spots on one of his hands due to some acid
bhaving spilled on it, Prior to World War II was an advisor
in the Foreign Politics Section of the German Foreign Office,
of which ROSENBERG was the head. Subject was a specialist
in the Balkan states and had much to do with the Ir on Guaxd
putsch in Rumania. At the same time he was an SS Hauptsturm-
fuahrer in Heinrich HIMMLER's headquarters. At the outbreak
of World War II he went to Poland and was made Chief of the
Gestapo in Lodz. After three or four months he returned to

" Germany, was promoted to Sturmbannfuehrer, and became an

seEﬁ;}ty organization. He made sevtral trips to Near East
countries in 1939 and 1950, Early in 1941 he went to )

.Yugoslavia, and became Gestapo chief in Bagreb.: He was recalled
from there to Berlin due to differences with the German

Ambassador, KASCHE. Toward the end of 1941 he was again in
the RSHA' with a roving assignment which included travels to
Greece and, later, to North Africa. In 1942 he was in :North
Africa w1th ROMMEL on a special mission for the:Gestapo with
another-Gestapo man named WECKE (fnu). .In late 1943 or early
1944 he returned.to Berlin and was promoted to Oberstrum-
bannfuehrer, and ‘was named the "referent" or expert, for
Switzerland. He traveled much and directed his work in
Switzerland from outside that country. The informant for ‘this
report last saw him late in December 1944 and early 1945, in
Milan. Subject is married; has one child; is separated from
his wife. (Report No. B—2461 KUTWIN, Bern, dated 12 April
1945, from a German official who deserted to Switzerland in

February 1945).

b) "In November 1943 Subject was in Amt VI C, RSHA, and
directing the build-up of a Near East espionage network :
operating from Italy. . 2

.¢) 'Subject was an SD official in Tunis during World
War II, and had liaison with the Grand Mufti. After the war:
he escaped an American prison camp in Italy, probably with
French help, and went to the French Zone of Austria. Now .
living in Munich. (Vienne ODCPAL réport P/01435 of 9- May 1950)
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'nofhotherwise elaborate.

d) Major BEISSNER was Chief ‘of the City Security Office
of the Gestapo in Tunis during World War II. Was an 8SS . -
Reuptaturmbannfuehrer. ‘Dark browa hair; high forehead scar
‘on- left cheek from ear«tOfmouth large white mark on lert
hand. (KUTWIN report of 15 November 1943° based on PW inter-
rogations in Tunis). ;

e) Willy BEISSNERh plias Dr. JABGER former assistant

(HAV1-7237 8 December ~950)

HELS

> A German walk-in at the=0DYOKE Consulate. 4n. Cairo, -
10 June 1954 described himself as a tourist traveling nround

position in” East Germany as a,police advis
d BRISSNER has-‘close: .connections in- East’ Germgny bub did
(NECA—1891 11 June_l .




1) Faysal SHAYEH-al-ARD, recruiting agent for the
RSHA in Germany and personal friend of BEISSNER'S;

his family in Syria cooperated with. the Germa.ns ' =

2) Babjat SHAYKH-al-ARD, Faysal's father a. doctor;
o in 1945 lived in Mohajeria. Damascus.

3) Majid SHAKH-al-ARD, Coordinated Arab activities B
i in Germapy during World War II. Was interrogated by :
s . the British in 1945 when he returned to Aleppo. Is ' -
° .connected with the Grand Mufti. - S

4) Shawkat SAKATI friend of- ?aysal SHAYKB-al-ARD's>
Studied in Germany and was extremely pro—German His
address was Rue Mouhaddem, Damascus, but in 1944 he 3
was reported as the municipal doctor of Maaret en-Namiane,
near Is*akia (RLBW-453, November 1948, from traces K
no longer identifiaole) ) L
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