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Director General arrived at work as usual, at 8 o'clock. Some "heavy" files are P .

already waiting on his desk. A glance at the calendar, a day full of meetings, . ‘ s

debates, interviews. -Where-te start? First comes the Head of Afro-Asian Ald - : ¢ : :
Department, & fiold of action which no longer constitutes a novelty, and which ) .

- covers large areas in both. oontinonte. in which Israel has egtadblished close

: ; friendly relations with a vhole seriss of states.  Thess relations require conatent

b supervision and develspment. They alse: create varicus problems with which the .

; Defense Ninistry is clonly concernsd; problems of Gadna, ¥Wahal, mtmotion. etc,

I *I¢ vas just & usual, grey veekday, accidentally picked out emong othors. The I A
1 H
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4As a result of the C.e;5S and BenwNathan's tour in some of the Far East states,
nev. matters have- t6 be takem up and discusseds Next:  censultation with the
Boenomic Contrel Department, on matters ef superyvision and efficiency in various
fields of action,. Then come the-men frem the Organisation and Administration
Seotion. Again efficiency is discussed. The work efficiency is reiterated on
overy level., 1aat is, in fact, all the dsbates aim as,

At neon there is net always time te ge heme,. You eat semething in a hurry,
and ge on working., Or else, some VIP is invited for &inner, which invélves cere=
-moniea, pretocel, efficial atmespheres .

Back te- the office. 4 talk with Mr. Peres on Zahal's penaienaries; predlems-
of discharged efficers in the light ef varieus public aspects. Last ceme the
ocurrent filea. A work day.of 12 heurs has net yet ceme te an end. At homs you
still have to prepare the ¥riday night lecture fer journalists, This ie a typie

- eal day, ust an overcharged ons. Semetimes ths Director General has ne less than
seven meetings in the morning. Ome day in the veek 1s dsveted te the Defenss
Minister, for censultations within a limited frame; Prime Minister, Deputy-Defense

General, he always takes part in mestings ef the Genoral Staff,

. The Directer Gensral pulls quite a number ef stringa. He will pay attention
te wvhatever problem is submitted to him, frem the "big® ones, such as interna-
tienal dealings and transactions, te the "futile" affairs such as schelarships
or other kinds of financial support te individuals. Fer each predlen he will try
te- £ind the adequate selution, and alvays after theroughly weighing and exanining
the matter, PfArthur knows hovw te deal with men,® they say about him i{n the Minis-
try. Frem the driver and the typist and up te senier efficlals =~ they all agree
that tho Bess 1s a perfect gentleman.

- Once, in the days ef Late Dizengeff, peeple used te say that in erder te be
nayor of a city, you first have to duild it, as Disengeff had duilt Tel Aviv. It
-soems that new the same may be said about the State: In erder te occupy a key
pesition in the State, you eught to have duilt it, er at least been ameng thoae
whe did. -Asher (Arthur) Ben=Nathan was among the pimneers who did net show eff,
did net appear in the headlines, did not hold speeches in public, dut acted almest
secretly, uanderground, behind the curtains. He is one of those who have become
a legond in their lifetime. A mysterious legend, slightly remantic, auvdacious and
met develd of adventures, frem the days of the "bjrichaj" (immigratien ef camp
survivers through Vienna) up to the Jideutti and eda peried and the Bat Galin
lhip. . »

Arthur, as the Directer General is called in the effice, belengs to the
*Vienna Group® ef tep men, which include alse Teddi Kelek, Ehud Avriel, Haim Benw
David. They have created a sert of personal "siyle®, a "Vienna" style, which
differs from the "Sabra®, the East Buropsan, the German er the Amglo-Saxem enes.
This style is net only based en good manners, culture and peliteness which were
once se typical for Vienna, but alse en inner delicacy, optimism, geod huner and
smiles. All these features were largely influsnced by the Vienness music, the
waltses, but alse the literary creatiens ef tho Vienna dectripe, ef Schnitslar.
Zwelg nnd last dbut-not least ~ Hersl.

As a pupil in the Hebrew Gyunasium of Vienna, Arthur participated every year
-in the traditlonal precession of the town's Zionists to Eersl's tombstone in the
Medeling quarter, This tradition, tbat had a censiderable impact en the young
gensration, was only dreken with the Nasi eocupatien ef Austria. Arthur was a
member of "Maccabi Haxair" already when he was still a student. Thiws vas the
right wing ameng pieneer mevements. He jeined the ®"Kibbutsim and Kovutset Union®
enly in Israsl, and from the pelitical point ef view became integrated ia Mapai.
Being tall and dlond, of a "Nerdic® and "Aryan" leck, was not directly hit by the

te the romantio Vienna Weeds, vhere Martin Buber used te speak to the enthusiastic

- Minister, C,»,S. and Deputy, and the Directer Gensral. In the capacity of Directe;

Nasis. In those days, the youth movement used te take leng walkks outside the town,

- yeouth, *
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-refugees, helecaust survivers, frem Peland, Russia, Runania, Hungary, etc. te the
- temporary camps in Germany or te immigratien bases in Italy. This peried is

~ services tried te detect this mysterious Arthur, vho then appeared as a journalist
‘under the name ef Arthur Feier, and represented twe Palestinlan newspapers and

- ‘Once he crossed ever to Germany with papers ef a prisener's escert, whereas the
© ceurse, the Russians, whe were disturbed dy the very ides of cenveying Jews eut~

‘he was caught once, and,..released. TYears later, when Arthur was already Director

'- terious smile. This smile alse wen him the label of ®"Sphinx.® This Sphinx ene

Then the moment of the "Aliyah" (emigration and immigration te Israel) came.

It was, ef ceurss, the 1llegal Aliyah, (permits were exiremely limited), and
the immigrants managed te iland in Casarea en tie' 29th ef June, 1938, seme three
menths after Auvatria had besa eccupied. The next day Arthur and his friecads were
transferred te Hadera fer agricultural jraining. He went te werk in the citrus
groves, in the ferest er wherever required te. A few years later the greup
esstablighed: {ts permanent home in the kibtbuts ef Devrat, te which Arthur is still
olesely attached, During the Hadera peried Arthur learned te know Erika, who is
new his wife and mether ef his twe children.

. * I

Inmigration te Israel was a frequent phenemenen im these days. Less se vas
the emigratien frem Israsl. But Arthur has experience in it tee, when in Octeder
1945, he was erdered te lsave im a small deat, tegether with other yeung mea, fer
a rescus missien in Eurepe. The way te Italy and frem thore te Vienmna was not
easy, He started his jeurney im Brigade umiferm, then with papers ef an Austrian

"refuges® vhe returns hems. The task cenferred en him censisted mainly ef loqking :
‘for war oriminals (Nasis). The predblem was hov te reach them. Tegether with five

friends, he left fer Gras, which at that time was under British eccupatien, in a
Brigade car., The car had an accident and they had te carry em by feot te Vienna,
The problém arose when he had te cress the berder detween the British and Russian
senes. His papers proveked the suspicien ef the Seviet guard, Hewever, a British|
sergeant, impressed with Arthur's good English, helped him te juxp en the Vienna
beund train whea it was already leaving the quay. ’

In Vienna he immsdindely. started the huat ef Nasi oriminals. Hie firet target
was Adelf RBichman. A photo ef Eichman, feund by ene ef Arthur's {riendu, later
on helped in identifying him and catching him.

The most impertant chaptsr started when Arthur was appeinted commander of the
':B/rlchn*' (immigratien through Vienna). He had te pase more than 200,000-Jewish

wrapped with a hale eof legend, It was said them that there are feur Occupylng
Pewers in Austria, and the fifth is the "Bgrichal® Cemmand. All intelligence

ene: tolegraphic agency. He often had exciting sceops, which he did not invenmt,
dbut actually created, as, fer instance, when he organised demonstrations ef ’
Vienna Jews near the headquarters ef the Angle-American Eres Jsrael Cemmittes, At
the qame peried, Arthur's wife acted fer ths Jewish Agency as UNRRA representative
in Austria, and Arthur eften acted as her driver, fer purpeses ef samouflage.

prisener was ne other then Arthur himself., The most suspicieus of all wvere, of
slde the Iron Curtain.
Ne price weuld bde tee high if they menaged te get held of him. And indeed,

General, ef the Defence Ministry, a strange character shoved up in his effice,
wearing a green cap and raising the secretary's suspiclog; the man olaimed he was
among the "Berichal® men and had received an erder te kill Arthur. The secretary
was about te alert the Security Officer, when the fellow intreduced himself as an
ex=NEVD man and teld that at the time, the Seviet authorities had ordered him te
liquidate the "Bgrichaj® cemmander at any cest. *Den't you remember me?® the man
novw - asked,

" Once & British journalist addressed Arthur, "De you happen te know who was
this mysterieus Arthur who was in chargse of the Jewish REE Refugees activity,l®
] would like te make his acqualatance nyself,® Arthur replied, keeping his mys=

day entered the "Royal Menceau” Hetel in Paris, where David Ben-Surien was in
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‘exile and acted as the Chairman of the Jewish Agency Executive, It vwas in the

~tunity te de seme skiing.

over te the disabled club, in order te wish them & hsppy new year.

" .hours of walk, by feot. This teur may illustrate his entire way ef working.
Many heurs cemdined with excellent werk cenditions and relatiens.

‘There he spent his time up te the establishment ef the State ef Israsl, when he

‘date Cemmigsien, and & persamal friend ef President Weitsman. Thea came the

year 19546, and Arthur cane te report en the "Bfr!.cha"' activities. His report
was straight te the peint, witheut superfluous drematisation. Ben-Gurion was
fwpresced by 1t, and a year later he asiced the kidbuis Devrat te fres Arthur ef
his duties in the kibduts, and teek him te his Tel Aviv effice (inm the Red Heuss).

was oalled te serve in the Pelitical Dspartment ef the Fereiga Office and’ vu sent
on sems sscret migsien te France,

At the end of the missien he vae granted study vacatiens and want te Geneva,
where he studled pelitical soilence, iatermationsl law and ecenomics, and was the
pupil of the eld Prefesser Rapard?, fermer member of the Leagus ef Nations' Manw

peried of Africa =~ Djibouti, Ethopia, the Inkeda Cempany and Bat Oalin (ship).
Everything else is silence,

And Paris agais = at the head of the Defence Ministry Delegation, with all the|

rogponsidility invelved in this lmporta nt task ef procurement and relations with
the top of the Prench Army. IFrem there ~ te the top of the Defence Ministry, firs*
as Aoting Director General, and then up to ths present mement, as mreqt_or General |

®It 1s a plessure te work with hin,® say his assistante, who talk of him with
resl admiration, mentioning his enormous werking capacity, bie quick grasp even in
nost cemplicated matters, his extraordinary power ef persumsion, bis cemmon sense,
the wvay he evades henor, his great gift ef knmewing how te handle peeple. He has
wide horiszens and his fielde eof intsrest are vast; music, art, literatwrs, lan-
guages, spert. He plays temnis whenever he has get the time for it, be likes to
play musical instruments, and when he was in Teheran receatly, he used the eppor=

On New Year'a Xve, Arthur bringe his wishes te all the Ministry, smpleyees
peraonally. On this day hs "travels® several kilemeters, witheut onﬂi ting any
of the empleyees. He drinks & teast with all ef them and never forgets te ge

In the Supply Seotien he one day met & producer vhe came to discuss & matter
concerning his business. When Arthur learned the man was preducing eights (for
gons), he said, *I hope your intentiens ere geod, indeed.” (In Hebrew the same
word means "intentions® and "sights.” ’ .

The traditional teur ef all the effices in the big building takes geme 20

Comment: As indicated in this article, BEN NATHAN is a highly respected
individual not only by the IDF, but by the Aitache Corps as wsll,
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