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l CYUNFIDENTI AL MUNICH 586
|7 SUBJECT: ISRAELI AMBASSADOR TO PARTICIPATE IN ELECTION RALLY

: 1. CONGEN HAS LEARNED FROM GUENTER MUELLER, MDB AND SPD CANDIDATE
v~ FROM MUNICH-SOUTH THAT HIS CSU OPPONENT DR. ERICH RIEDL HAS INVITED
* . ISRAELI AMBASSADOR ASHER BEN NATAN TO HOLD A LECTURE IN MUNICH ON

. MONDAY, AUGUST 25 UNDER RIEDL'S SPONSORSHIP. THIS INFORMATION
»"*  WAS SUBSEQUENTLY couFIRggD BY AN INVITATION RECEIVED BY THE CONGEN
" TO ATTEND A LECTURE BY BEN NATAN., THE INVITATION HAS THE CSU
: SYMBOL AT THE TOP, AND WAS ISSUED IN THE NAME OF MUNICH (DEPUTY)
-~ MAYOR STEINKOHL (CSU>, AND KARL SCHOEN, CHAIRMAN OF THE CSU
i DISTRICT-MUNICH. THE INVITATION READS IN PART "UPON THE INVITATION
"OF THE CSU BUNDESTAG CANDIDATE FOR MUNICH-SOUTH, DR. ERICH RIEDL,
~~ - HIS EXCELLENCE THE AMBASSADOR FROM ISRAEL, ASHER BEN NATAN WILL
. "COME TO THE BAVARIAN CAPITAL FOR A LECTURE PERFORMANCE.”

2. MUELLER FULLY INTENDS TO EXPLOIT THE INCIiDENT FOR ALL ITS

o WORTH. HE HAS ALREADY NOTIFIED THE PRESS THAT HE WILL HAVE AN

_ IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT ON THE 25TH. ADDITIONALLY, HE PLANS TO
{*  SUBMIT AN OFFICIAL PROIEST TO FONMIN BRANDI, TG JHE CSU HEAD-
! QUARTERS, TO THE ISRAELI EMBASSY, TQ RIED{ AND T@ "CLOSE FRIEDNS"
: IN THE MAPAI PARTY IN ISRAEL. MULLER BEXEEVES THAT THE INCIDENT
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WILL GAIN RIEDL VERY FEW VOTES AMONG ANY GROUP, AND WILL BADLY

DAMAGE RIEDL'S PRESTIGE AMONG LARGE NUMBER OF CSU VOTERS WHO WOULD
Co * " DISAPPROVE OF ANY FOREIGN DIGNITARY INTERFERRING IN INTERNAL

‘ . GERMAN POLITICS.

3. UNLESS CALLED OFF AT THE LAST MINUTE, THE SITUATION COULD
TURN INTO A MAJOR INCIDENT WITH WIDE-REACHING IMPLICATIONS FOR
DOMESTIC GERMAN POLITICS AND WITH POTENTIAL INTERNATIONAL CON-
SEQUENCES AS WELL. LOCAL POLITICAL OBSERVERS ARE TOTALLY MYSTIFIED
AS TO HOW BEN NATAN COULD HAVE AGREED TO PARTICIPATE IN SUCH A
FLAGRANT BREAK IN INTERNATIONAL DOCORUM -AND WITH RIEDL'S LACK
B .~ OF POLITICAL SAVVY. WHATEVER SYMPATHY BEN NATAN HAS GAINED FROH
e ' THE DISTURBANCES CAUSED BY LEFTIST AND ARAB STUDENTS AT OTHER
" . - SPEECHES HE HAS GIVEN IN THE FRG WILL PROBABLY BE LARGELY
NULLIFIED BY THIS INCIDENT. SIMILAR DISTURBANCES IN MUNICH
'CANNOT BE RULED OUT, BUT WE UNDERSTAND THE CSU HAS BEEN QUITE
CAUTIOUS WITH ITS INVITATION LIST. GP-4.BYRD
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