S August 1953
MEMDRAIDTY
™: © FI/STC
FRON: Acting Chdef, R/2 .
SWBJECT:  lequest for Apyropriate Clearance for Alfreds D:RZIINS

1. It is roquested thab appropriae clearance be granted for ibe
uge of swject named individusl portaining to whom PRy Pert 1 is attached,
It is antdsipated that subject may possibly become useful in an attemph
40 induce ihe defection of 8 Sovist oificial, To date BERZIHS hag nob
Boen approsched on this matter and is quite ignorant of the fect that we
are roquosting clsarance for him. Consequently, neithor governmant nor
CIA intervst should be indicated if any aciive inwvestization is under-
taken in thoe procose of clearing IFRTIIS.

2. BERZING wAll bs approached on this metter iniiially ewbsequent
%0 receipt of clsarance. - o

3. This branch 1s woll avars of uvhe fact Lhatb BERZINS' services are

_ ‘being utilized by snother cosponent of the Agency. Howsver, this clear-

ance 18 of a tonuous naiure and does not include the bandling of clasai-
fad information end other ssnpitive materials. Inasmuch as the above
dsfection attempt will entall revealing to BFRITNS information which is
& groat deal more smaitivo than ho has bandled so far, it is assumed that
e wvuld need a different type clearance, Ohould we declde to utilice
BEIRZINS - subsequent to rocetpt of appropriate cloarance - we will then
take necessary steps to procue a relsass fron the other Agency component
involved, Fo miditicnal pertinaent informat:om is availa~ls in Ri files
with the exception of the following %wo ilems:

a. Forzerl; : ‘Ualstor in the dnads Cabinet in Latvia,
who was in touch wdth the Japanese in Helsinki in 19h0, through whom he
obtainad a Hanchurias passport. {(Darzins is an) sdvanturer and wmtrust~

wortly. "

b. ‘Gestapo ageut., Bstrayed W Gostapo the Iirector of ube.
- fivm 'Optlandfiln’ and caused two membars of the firm to be placed in a
concentration canp.? (1945 information)e :

fio axplonation regarding ‘a) has becn oblained from Bersins,
nor can the cagse officer sheS any further light on the matter. However, tbhe
statenmant that Derzins is s adventwrer and wntrustwortly can be disregerdsd
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as utterances made by an individual who 1o eithor politically or peraonally

opposed to him., Regarding (b) the foﬂwing desk comment iz on fils in
the Baltio Sectioni

This is not believed to Le correct as Berzins today is a mesbor of
t.he board of governors of uhis cams film company which is today known as
Rigas Films and is located on the Iasland of St. Johns in Canads, and whose
present umllasputdirocmie Mr. Jekste, a m@: who has never boen
donownoed to ‘he Gestapo.

The allegotiong, outlinsd agbove, which generall,y tend to show
that Berzins has been an axis collabora’or do not appsar tc be feasible,
pince it is quite improbable for Mm to have been incarcerated in the
Sachsenhaugen concentration camp for 33 months, had he collaborated with
the axis powere.

L. & Green List chack has been initiated. .

Se Insamuch as this is a matter of great urgency, it is requested
ihat everything possible be dome to grant this clesrance by 12 August 1953.
m:.ﬂ.dymrotﬁunotboabh to weet this dsadline or should yvou have
— A=At ons regarding this matter, please contact! z

\06 *J*, sxtensian 8547. i
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