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SUBJRCT: Meeting vith Alfred Bersinsh in Hew York
: on September 11, 1959

1, Bersinsh recently received a letter from the Latvian emigree fmblieber
Inants Reitmanis vho lives and vorks in Copenhagen, Dermark. Reitmanis writes:
‘ “There are pore and more travellers from and to latvia. We alvays give them our
 books but have to pay for books published by others. This is somevhat difficult®.
‘Reitnanis further states that some tourists from Latvia have shown great interest
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4_in Latvian emigrants' newspapers and books. Therefore it would be useful to have
" ah aseortment of ‘various books on hand, ranging from refagee etry to historical
‘and political works. .
B. aahdvhetheritxmlﬂbowesiblptoobtdn "a goupls of hundred dollars" X -
from the organisation the undersigned is vorking for snd trensfer this money to .
" Beltments in order to bulld up a library for tourfsts' needs. Reltmemis would
) repﬁor a predu inventory list of books cnd provide any other information. ‘ . a-
B.-'vu told by the undersigned that there is no possibility for obtaining
nacessary funds, at least at the presonf; time. Although the answer is neggtive_,l 3
any further information on this end similer subjects recelved by B. willbs
‘ apmoia’ud (A copy of the 1ist of btooks recormended by Reitmanis ror the suggseted :
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lih'nry vill be submitted separately).
2, The Latvian' newspaper "Laiks",

B.'s work about the last period of Latvian independence and the capture of the ‘; , .
~ country by the Soviets. The t.exta appearing in "Laika® are designated for eud.grants. ) :
_ B. suggests to reurite his uork with a view to- the readers in occupied Latvia,

“gipoctally considering: the fortheoming 20th ‘emnivereiry of the incorporation of "

\

published in New York, prints chapters from

the Baltic countries into the Soviet Union.
Sketched structure of the booklet (approx. 100-]30 type-vritton pages):
aprr
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and permanéat rise of the living standards; great achievements on all sogments of

national life; bright aspects for the future. ’

_ b, ht;aml developwenta in 1939; Hitlers and Stalins seoret pact and its
wuoﬁﬁan«s (the existence of this pact anG many other important faots pertaining

to:this period of history are still unlnown to vide ‘eireles of the Faltic intelld- -

'gontai.) ; the establishment of Soviet military bases accompanied by Stalins, Molo-
tovs and others declarations to respect the sovereignty of Latvia. o
o. Mlitary occupation of Lntviq, Eafonia and Lithuania by the Soviet army,
. exposing treacherous teéhniquu with respect to the oatai:lishmont of a puppet -
Commmict regine; destruction 91‘ cultural and economic aohievmta; oopmbo da;ca
on the fast sinking of living standards of workers, pessants and imtellectusls;
Communiat terror and its techniques; mass-deportations in June 1940,
d. latvia under German occupetion during ‘lorld War IX; activ,itieﬁ of ths -
nationsl underground with th;,gm to regain independence; anti-latvian nasi poliey;
eon.g.ofmcommfrmmwemuo'ma. ' Y

e. Return of the Soviet army in fall 1944; enforcement of Commmist mass~

terror climaxing in new deportct.iona; continuation of anti-Communist guerilla oper-.

“ations in the woods and rural areas; outline of Yoscow's policy of denationalization

and economic uploihtion of the Balts,

£. Outlook vith constructive and feasible ideas regarding resistance againat‘

jtboocaupmu regime; cppealtolivoandvorkroranevn'eehtm

3. B. considers this suggested work a key issue in the field of cnti—Cmmmniat o

- propaganda rm- the lets in their homeland. He invested a lot of time collecting

mot mtorial, paying much attout.ion 0 eatablished tacts etill wnimovn behind tho

Iron Curtain. In order to oampletc this' wrk, B, vov_’ld med appmximtelya ‘weaks

a. The peridd of independence; cultural and economdo l4fe; social progress

it o
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special paid leave granted by his emplayér._'x':ost'iaf"‘mu time he would spend in’
.nbrlries, pertly ut the Congress Library in Washington, D.C. In line with this
idea, E. requested the undersigned to ask his superiors in Washington for necessary
- assistance. The undersigned' organisation should call on B.'s employer, suggesting
to give him three weeks off. B. stressed that the question of a fee for his book-
lot s of secondary nature; he is villing to rewrite and complete his work also
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without any payment.

The underaigned promised to bring this matter up vif.h proper people but at
the same time expressed his aceptioin about the outoome. -

4+ B. offered his assistance for the prepering of special radio broadcasts
via Madrid on the oocasion of the 20th arniversary. B. suggests to start working . 7:._.[
on this subject soon in the interest of higher quality and because ofmxwtoohnioal ‘
difficulties when proparing tapes or recoxds,

5. Speaking about the epirits in his installation and among Baltic and
satellite emigrants, B. stressed the feeling of growing doprcsdon ﬁooaue of
the international situation and definite signs of weariness asong American o:lrolep .
responsible for the struggle against Commmism, B, is afraid that slowing down [ |
"or even freesing propaganda activities will seriously endanger the positions of % A |
the free world, Sooner or later the United States will have 1o reactivate anti- L
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Conammist operations from mich worse positions - as a result of indecision and
v lack of clear policy. '

The undersigned had the fesling that B. is also vorried about his own future
and therefore is thinking about other possibilities for making & ldving in Ahe
field of journalism and propaganda,

6. B. u oonsidering the quution vhether or not centrd. Latvian organiutiono
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dependent thvia vhich are in US custody. According to B,, these funds amount to
ten mi1lion dollars. If the US Govermsent vould grast Latvian emigrants the right
to dispose of the intersstsof the capital, much could be achieved with the help
of this woney. In B.'s opinion serious attempts have not yetibeen made in this
direction because of the obviously reluctant aititwe of Latvian diplomats ac-
credited to the US Government. Sowe of theqe diplomats beliaeve that using the
Mh of independent Latvia for active propegands work might negatively influence
the financiel dasis of the latvian Embassy in Washington, D. C. as well as other
diplomatic representations, B. requested the undersigned, who did not hesitate to
show his deepest scepticiam regarding this plan, to review this idea carefully.
B. vants %o atart vorking on this problea as soon as the “present political

41llusions in the USA have faded™.
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