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/7\ LATVIAN ACTIVITIES IN THE

NEW YORK DIVISION

INTERNAL SECURITY - R - LATVIA

TEODORS PETERSONS, former President of NY Council
of Latvian Or,;uniaatIono, otzitou ote.nizLtion
chartered under NY laws and exists for cultural,
educational, and social prposes. Composed of
delegates from largest Latvian organir-tions in
NY area such	 L"tvian Lutheran Church, Latvian
Catholic Church, and Draigavas Vahagi and other
smaller Latvian organizationa. FEW:SONS stated
newer generation of 14:Wians in NY is conecious
of Bolshevik thraot to mkin's freedom and 2s a
whole are anti-Coltmunist. ARTURSVALTERS, former
President of Daugavas Vanagi, stated Duugavas .
Vanagi.is strictly . a welf:ire organizJtlon to help-.
needy former members of Latvian Legion or their.•

•.widows. Knew of no Communist or pro-Soviet
• infiltration of any Latvian organization in the •
US.
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'DETAILS

• On February 15, 1961, MUSTS BERLINOS, 7501
Ridge Boulevard, Brooklyn, Noa Yorh (NY), mho is of

• Latvian origin and who came to the tinted States (US)
• in 195o, stated that ho had no kaowlede of any Communist*
or pro-Soviet activity imonz Latvians or Latvian

'.organizations in 'the NY
•

• BERLINOS mentioned chit uLaiks" was now the
• _chief Latvian newspaper In tha US and he waa acquainted.
. with some' or the porsonalltis eacelased with the
• newapsper. While in Germany In the la::ma 194)'s,

• BERLINOS had helped run a Lcevlannewpapar and know
• • HELMARS RUD2ITIS, Who is the preaet ,publishor of the

. newspaper %alka li . RUD2ITI3 had been a publisher of
books in Riga and BERLINOS- h:•d known him o/1htly in

• Riga. When RUDZITIS o=e L:o the US, he aete., as a
. sponsor for BERLINGS.	 zaid ho	 alere or -

•• less,- helped RUDZITIS found the newspaper P1,:iks" in •
the US, but at that time they had never antiolgtted that
it would increase its circulation to its present extent.

• . •	 Li:RUNGS said that he had known RABACS,one,
bf the editors at %alka li, be:ore and termed him a steady, •

• stralghtforward,honest Individual who was above reproach.:'
• He stated that while RABACS	 comatImes appear simple,.

he woo nevertheless Li mr o: ecc,a Intelligence. BERLINOS
said RNDACS had stayed with the Litvin newspapers when

• the Russians . .came into Lstvia an sherefore had been.
regardadWith suspicion byaf,41,:.tvian2, but BERLINOS
stated there was no question In his mind as to RABACS
anti-Communist attitude:	 ••

•	 On April 4, 1961; TEODORS PETERSONS, Apartment
1C, 2679 Decatur Avenue, Bronx, NY, telephone. LU 4-7633,
who is employed by General Builders . of Queens,' NY,- ,

• advieed.that • he was the President, last year, of the NY
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Council or L:atvian Ort;anInatce:o. Jic tated that the
organization Is cha..rtored ands', NY 1 .,us and exiots for
cultural, educetiOnal, and social.. purposes. ITTlatcoNs -
stated It is perhaps the main Latvian AwcrIcah orgnnlzation
In one way,. in that it La composed of selcE;ates from the
largeit Latvian American o?;,:_hlea.t-ons. However, the
council h.8 no headquJrtert 	 active only in a
limited way. It lc C01.q:4::: Of :1,A.C.:03 from the
Latvian Lutheran Chu::, ef whicnS3S s a member,
of delegates from \fa:vie...J..: er:_alalans of this church
including the choir, L.:di:a &Id i:eclety, etcetera, and
of delegates from th 	 .tvi:11 C:tnolls Cnurch, Daugavas
Vanua, and smaller organiz4tions such as tne Latvian
Association of Architects, L:itvion Aaacciation of
Engineere,•Latvian Associ.:,tion of Juriots, and Association'
of Lctvitn Fraternity Groups.

The new. president of the NY Council of American
Organizations is CHARLES SZAWMVICH, 1101 Kelly Street, .

.. Bronx, NY. STANKEVICH In en . % ie. Americen n,havIng come
to the US from Latvia about 1924, and he Is anti-
Communist, according to :ET:LESONS.

•ETERSONS advIst:d 4e 'oolongs to the Association:-.•
of Latvian Prhternity Groups or• the NY Latvian Fraternity-.
Groups au it was once called. Like most of she smaller
Latvian organizations It is not particularly active..
STANLEY IUDANS is the president or the organization,
PETERSONS stated that MANS is anti-Communist, but-he--
knows nothing of his background.

PETERSONS stated that the newer generation
of Latvians in New York City (UTO) is conscious or the

-..Bolshevik throat to•mun's freedom and as a whole Is: •

anti-Communist-

•.	 ,	 •	 .	 -	 •	 -

. .He . sald,he has heard of the Latvian Unity'Group
on Lexington Avenue, which is supposed . to O "pinkish",
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He stated it is composed of-a4.4 emlEros who same to the
- US from Russia in about 190. Ho said the Eroup 15 . •
upp%irently composed of older men who kium only life
under the Czar and feel that anythina that hao happened
'since that time, indledina ComaJnicm, is prozress.

PETERSONS*rciated	 VICZOR YANINSKY has been
publicly active amoha L5tvicus in the NY area an an anti-
Communist. 'PETERS= cJi6 HANLY seemed sincere but
he knew nethinz of his

• • 'IBM:MONS statad that there 13 no L.tvian
community in the NY arca h:; such. Even the t,atvion
churches have no Church buildinas, althouah the Lutheran
Church now hss a parishLulidia,; 1n Brooklyn. He said
he knew of no Communist or p:o-soviet activit! an
L4, tvian oraanisstions r. 41-ic; NY arse.

• PETERS= sci_ted that ha	 actanik:a the	 .
: Univers1ty of Rica :11■7;	 l',:taoy in Ri.L;.: when the'
'Russians took Ovor LateLl 1a 1:;40. He wns.a lcaul 1
•advisor to ALIMED EE1Z1Nf,,-.inietar of Iafom-tion of
• the Latvian government.	 cat:- to tha'OS in 1950: Ho-'
is married and has u eauEh*.c: 	 -..ttends	 College

•and a son who attends Clinuda 1Li. School in 2roax, NY.

• Oct rtpril 1Y, 19al, ARTURS VALMRS, Superintendent'
of 537 }feral Strueu, 2ruoklyn, NY, residin,l ih Apartment
Bia at this address, advised thet the lumost LE:tvian
oraanitations in the US are the =arican Lx.tviiln Association,.
paugevas Vunagl, and the NY • Lutvian Society. The last -
named is a benevolent society, over si.xty'years old.
In addition, the Latvian Lutheran Church and the Latvian
Catholic Church are larEe.orEae1sutions. He advised' that .
there is no particular Consualet Or Soviet infiltratiOh-
in an of the Latvian organizations in the US that he_. -
knew of.
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He otatod there - A.s a smaller group of Latvians
...around tho L..tvian lanzuvge.nowspoper "Amorikn Latweetie
- in.BostOn.. it is composod primarily of older man who
•canie to the US at the timo or . tho 196 Revolution. They

tend Co think . in terms or the Woos and ideals of.
...:. • • thoSe earlier yoare.. This zroup Is dwindling and recently.

.paugovas tfanagi took over th.: building which had been
. •	 occupied by "Amerika Latwootis".

• VALTERS'otated that he n44 been the president•
.for the past four years or she NY Lr.Inch of Daugavas
yanagi. The current preside•it 13 JANIS LACIS, 011 •

Brookiyn, NY, to coma to the US from
• VALTERS paid p :.: u L:avas Vanagi.is componed of.-

vettarans of the Latvian Lez;lon, who fought against both.
the RUskians and Cermans in World War	 It is

- '•at welfare organi2;:tion to help moody former mombors of
. -the Latvian Legion or their widows.

f	 VALTERS stated thore is a small colony of
Latvians in Brentwood, LOng . Ieland, tat no actual L:ztvilin

.:' community in the NY area as soon-. .

VALTERS stated ho .W.13 bo:m in Latvia in 1915,.	 -
-..•and.waa a farmer. Ho fou6ht In the Latvian Leision . and.	 .

left Latvia after bing wounded in Fobruary,'1945. He •

.•pania to the -US in 1952, and was naturaliSed Ln

.	 .	 ..	 ......	 „
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