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Free Europe Committee, Inc.

MEMORANDUM

Dace: April 17, 1962
To! The Executive Committee Reference

From: The President (X/\\ Subject I Reports

Enclosed herewith is a copy of two warking papers
A produced by the lLatvian Committee which we thought might

be of interest to you,.
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Menning and  Failures.

si:eaking at the ne.eting of the party's most active members
in R1gs, on November 17th,1961, after his return from the Soviet
Union's Comzunist rarty COngreéé in toscow, Arvids Pelie, First
Becretary’ of the Central Committee of the Latvian Communist Partys
thanks to MNoscow's good graces, produced by witcheraft a &azzlins :
picture representing the future achieveammnts : /se_e: Ciga o Novem- :"
ber 18th,1951/ o -
" Also our ropudlic should ccntribate its share to the fulfilment
of the grandiose tasks set by the party to the agriculture. The
Soviet Latvian agriculture which aleo in the future shall sjecisli-
. %6 in breeding of pedigree cattle and dairyfaraing, also fattening
of meat and bacon pigs, shall d.eliv@r in 1965 2,120,000 to.of milk.
2,900,000 to. of milk shall be delivered in 1970 and 3,900,000 tons
in 1980. In 1965 shall be produced 221,000 tons of peat / nat'meight

¢ -Ag~1970 - 255,000 tons but in 1980 - 350,0C0 toms of meat. Thus,

. during the next ten years the yield of milk on a republican e3ale:
. "will increase by 97%, or 2.6 times during 2C years. Production of
‘meat will correspondingly increase by 68% or 2.3 times..."

Some months earliei. before this spssch on the "future's abun-
dancy", i.e. on June 7th,1961, at the meeting of the 6th Plenuh of
" the Central Comnittee, as this fs evident from the party news;aper

...."CIga " of Juns 14th,196k, Pelde by no means was 60.optimistic . O
.. the contrary, in his speech we cen detect a: quite contrax'-y' tone, -
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"see Also we cannot conceal another-face. Last yeaor wo had a big
dztforence between the arcas under crops and thoso harvested. Acc~ .

ordlng to tho data avallable, 47,000 hoctares of graﬂ.n and fodder

cultures msrz less were harvested in the republics kolkhzee and

- govkhozes than sown. ¥hy did this _.bappen? Because a part of the area '

under corn vas used &8 pastures..." . )

When the forcib-le collectivization was introduced in Latvia,
tho open ditches were plouzhed over. In the fesul:t of this conside-
reble arcas of agriculturad land turned into swamps. According to
deta publionod by the Soviet statiétice in !MNarodnoys Khozialstwo |
of S55R", it iu evidoat that 1 million and 964 thous. ha, were under

mﬂxzhximmﬂd but dnly 1 million 515 thous. ha. were uader crops

_" 4n 1959, Year in year out the party's leadership is strugglig for
drainage and cultivation of the neglected land but the results are.

rather unsignificant. At the same 6th Flenum of June 7th,1961,
Pelde complained: '
"ese. Speaking gbout the economic progress we cannot omit to speak

- about such mporta'nt reserve as cultivation of the negloacted land,
' The agricultursl workers of our republic have pledged themselves

to cultivate this year no less than 110,000 hectares of such land.
I!oweior, these pledges are. not being fulfilled satiafactbruy, rae
ny of the kolkhozes and sovkhozes have them forgotten altogether.
Cnly 5.5. thous, hectares have been cutiva!:ed as jexr Junej 1steee”
A.fter depicting the magnificent plans of the future by even givi-

A Mx‘:-g‘ ﬁguraa how the things will look after ten or twenty yepas, and
_sdmitting the unspectacular success in the past, Pelde, as we
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can presumé it. was'not particularly' enth.usiastic to procecid to
Moscar to settle his accounts with his lord and master in the
Kremlin.

We read in"Ciga" of karch 6&,1962. that Kbrushchev was not sa=-
tisfied with the milk and butter production in Latvia, Lithusnia
and Estonia, Blaming fa extfamancioe those re Donsible he sald:

"... Speaking sbout the Baltic republics I deem it necessary to
express the foilowing renark. The p_ar'ty orzanizations in I.atvi.a,.
Lithuania and Estonis are still badly using their possibilities to
devalop the communal cattle-brecding. In its time we gave a certain
_rem:.sston to the kolkhozes and sovkhozes of these republics Que
to the fact that they still had been . ybung and wore lecking the
necessary expverience., Yet, sims théj: tire, when the kdlkhozsystem
became viét:orious 4n the Baltic, more than ten years have already
elapsed... If we take the figures pertaini.ng. to meat snd milk pro-
duction byv farms of all categories, it is evident tﬁat in 1961 the :
kolkho:es and so.vkhz.oes gave the following percentage : ' -
' est : STV |
‘Iithuania 42% 8% : !
Latvie . S0% 51% g
Estonia S 57% : .
Such conditions eannot‘_ be considered to be normal. The Party or'sa-' i '
nizations have to take measures in order to develop quickor the L
cattle-~-breeding...” -
. These few figures mentioned by Khrushchev reveal a particular
and rather wnflabtering fect in the system of thy collective farm-
ing in the once free Baltic republics of Bstonia, Latvia and Lithu-

P

aniae pye tigureé. given by Khrushchev meke it clmear that the
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so-called "comsunal sector', i.e, the kolkhozes and covkhnzes, hae A
produced only about half of the meat and milk. Tho other half, thus,
has been produced by the so-called "private sector", if we use the
compunist tqmi.noiésy'. what is this private sector? This is the
small plot of land, not larger than (.6 ha., per 'ono kolkhoznik's
family, on which the farmors are permitted to grow vegetadles and
other victuals. The family is also entitl.ed to keep one .cow, a pig
and some hens. Instead of a cow they can keep two goats or sheep.

 According to the data published in 1959 by the Soviet statisti-
cal bureau in the ® Narodnoye Khoziaistwo SSR" the agricultural

land has been distriduted as followss :
Tor the For the

Area of the agricultural: Kolkhozes Sovkhoz. Plots
anI, aﬁogof%r: hma— —

in Lithuanis- 3.8 mill.ha. 2.8 mill, 0.8 mill. 0.18
. hect. hect. cill,

. ha.
in Latvia 2.8 do 2.8 * 0.61 " . 0.09
. : lnilI.

{n Estonia 1.9 do L @ 0,05
mi11.ha.

These figures illustrate the entire kolkhoz system. For instance,
it is evident that in Latvia the 90.000 ha. given to kolkhoz farmers :
for private use do produce the same qQuantities as the kolkhomes and . |
sovkhozes combined with their 3.41 million hecteres of land, in : .
1961, And: this sbsurdity has been confirmed by nobody else than
Khruchehev himself,

In"CIga” of March 8th,1962, there is an excuse by A.Pelse
mith regard to reproaches made by Khrushchev. In his speecﬁ, he,

'among other things, said:® critieiaﬁ expressed, in this plenum

with regard to the fact that the volume of xg cattle-breeding pro-

duct_a achieved isy our repudblic's comrunal sector is low is indeed,
Jjustified . The kolkho.es and sovkhozes iﬁtenn to in-crease in 1962 \
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the yield of milk by 19 but that of meat by 25X....during the coxt
two to three yoars t;he speific welghv of the coanunal soctor will
increage by 86% .conc'erni.ng'the milk deliveries to the stéte or thoso
for meat - by 90%..." , :
with regard to the sgricultural machines in kolkho.es and gov-
khozes A.PelZe admitted that $he Soviet fegime has not beon able
to supply the latter with the nocessary sgriculturel techniqus.
Speakinly about sugar-béota vhich culture Khrushchev, together with’
the corn, is propagating for use as cattle fodder, PelXe said :
eeee Dug to the fact that we are' 8t1l1l lacking tédnique, cultivati-
on .ot~augar-beets s8till requires a large amount of physical ladbdy .
To have the fields weeded in time, we have planved to send approxi-
m.tely 100,000 peofles from thc; citi.ea‘to help out the kolkhozes
anc_l sovkhozes this year..." . |
Yot, the helpers from the cities have proved to bs a bad patch. )
tozcover the lack of hands and suitable nachines in the country'
side. The city peoples, first of all, do nbt know the agricultural
work, then they do not have suitable. clothing, and living facili-
ties. But the most important thing is that they are notkx intereted
to use more eftor}ta in this cooperation in farm labor as absolutely
necessary. It 1s not too seldom that the farmers complain about
these helpers who transform such cooperation into debauchery with
lot of drinking and invite the kolkhouzniks to participate thus
achieving quite contrary ‘results.
' The Eoviet officlial statietics / Narodxioye Khozialstwo SSSR,
1959/ has the following figures with regard to agricultural mechi-
nes: ' Trectors Combines
in Lithuanis 27.9 thous. 1.6 thous.
in Latvia 18,6 * .7
in Estonia 10.6 1.5
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But thore is much more troudble with this agriculturl technigue?
than its insuf:iicient numbers and bad quality. Dolivered froz the '
factorios to the kolkhozes, tho age of the machines is shzortened A
by bad upkeoping and care, Oftern good machines are left in the . !
fields where the work has been finished. Sométimes they are taken.
back to the kolkhoz center or a mechanical shop dbut are left unco- - =
" vered, splashed with mud!, for rusting under. open skies. It is quiw-
te naturally that whon the time apyroaches for the next season's
‘work the mechines cannot be used without a capital repair. The -
rachines are “collective property* £5% caring jof which nobody is
- personzlly intercetod. It seems that this is a common thing'aince
'the BuprensSoviet was forced to issue a deoree stipulating strict
punichzent for demages inflicted to the "technique" and those not
"'carinc for it. . .
' Bow is being kept this "teéhniqne" in kolkhozes we see from
Ciga of Fedbruary 2,1962. ".... A smquare fenced up by boards re-
ninds us of a real cemstery for the agricultural techtique. There
ere mony many things. There are rusted ard worn-out rip;ers for S
organic fertilizers, there are also 0ld sowing machines and culti-
vators., But f.hére is also a new technique, as for instaence, & cora :
reaping combine covered with dried up last year's soil, & sugar- Co
. beet combine that fell from its rollers. Qne of its wheels is
zhoken. The order is not better in the midile of tho shop's ya:_:d. ' !
Trectors still waiting for their turn for repairs are covered with
.. ..frozen mud. Even there was no place in the barn for a harvesting L
L Conbing. . P

‘"

And this description about the ikasiwbmmdw? neglected "tech- .

nique* does not refer to a commom kolkhoz but to the experimental :

farp at Skriveri!
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A fu 'fhe ocorrespondents. of nCina" visited also'aomo kolkhoses with
" the purpose to learn'about them, In the same issue ¢f February 2,.
1962, the correspondents. reported on the kolkhos "Lobe"” : " Both
of the grain-sowing machings that are kept under open skies, have

not been cleaned. Mouldy grain is still in the sowing Jdevices. Me-

tal parts are covered with rust, Since the harvesting time the new

combine SK-3 is left to.the mercy of the rain and snow. '8 cohveyer:

belts ase as tight as they were when it was used in the field... '

It is quito possible that the chairmen of these kolkhozes have not

' ncquninte’d thomselves with the decree of the presidium of the USSR :
Supreme Soviet inflicting sevore punishments to those spdl.ins the .
technique and not taking care of Lt..."_ resignedly concludes uhau
feature the correpsondenf of "Ciga® )

o Planning is one thins but the production-another pne. mk Athis

* respect the Soviet system has ssldom found a valance. ind least of
all this refers to jche agricultural production, and' this particular;
1y applies to the Baltic countries which jrior to the last war, i.e.f
occupation, were countries exporting constderable quantities of a5- :
ricultural prod.ucts. ‘especially butcer ana becon. About the "resulte'
achieved in milk production “Ciga® of December 14th,1961, writes:
"... At the present time the yield of milk is not satisfactory in |
general in our republic. During the peripd from the boginning of tﬂi‘
year we are in red since the yield of milk is a little smaller than l

during the same period of the last year...! About the results achi-.?
eved during the first month of thé current'year®CIga® of Merch 1st

writes:"... The crux of the matter is that the kolkhoses and sov- & -

khoges of our republic did not fulfil their deliveries of meat and H

: . I
.milk for the last year. During this month of January we have v
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- quarters of the red empire. Also in the occupied Baitic courtriea.

‘quantities of food sufficing only for nourishing the faf'mished be-~

produced only 2 % over the last year's first month!s milk output.

Thus ve are just zarking time. But particularly deplorable i3 the

fact that we have made & step backwards in our meat production , for

. we have produced 7% less thah during January, 195l..." S

Yet the planning ia g-oing dn. This is the oaly brench in which

 the Soviet empire surpasces all ccheduled norms. Plans are made by

Khrushchev in lioscow, asnd the same"are doing‘ sralle bresingq in all

- . Thsy plan'how to fulfil the norms, how to oyganize a& haprier life,

and how to surpass the production achieved by the United States.
Plans are also made how to harness the school youths into the back-
braking agricultural work in order, to put it wuildly, to produce

fore they go to sleep every night. And this haprens in the most -
progreseive and.just state, as the commugists like to call their
enpire, On March 7th,1962, "Cipa" roported that the Central Comzi-
ttee of the Comrunist Party in a joint meeting with the Councu ot
Uini.etera of Tatvian SSR decided that “... The ffinistry Qf Educa-
tion of the Repuhlic has the task to organlze a svecial ti'ai.nins

for the students of the schools for general doucation vith the pur-’
" pose to Ml knowledge necescsary for cultivation of the sugar

beete.., 80 that at the end of the school year they /the studenta/
would be able to belp kolkhozea and sovkhozes to cultivate the

. . . 1
areas under sugar-bests ...." :

- The failures of the kolkhoz systen are ovident from many examolesg

- M. from the fact that Rhrushchev was forced to call/E°8B5BIE1 mees- ,

i.ng of the party's ceptral committee ded.i.catea to probleas how to
increasa the output of egriculturad products though even rnot sur-

- passing & level permitting to a very modest <legree-r {feed the working;:s
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peopleé in citias'and in tﬁo_ru_al districts, Cnly the =carest fu-

ture will give us tho snswer to the qugat;.ons arising froen ¥hwush-

chev's plens about replacing of sown gxx grass by corn, sugar beots. :
end leguminous plants thut ask for more cultivation, more labor,

and require botter soil and more complicated machines, At the pre- . H

sent time we do no know what willi give bettoer _raaulte; e will see

it the next autuzn when the harvest comes.

Mogee 24g%> I
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