UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE™ b~ i %

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
New York, New York SECRET
September 18, 1964

In Reply, Please Refer
File No.

-
[ Y Alfreds Berzins also known as

)

NY T-1, another Qovernment agency which conducts
securlty type investigations, by communication dated
June 17, 1964, advised that a source, whose reliability
1s unknown, stated that Alfreds Berzins, a former Latvian
Minister, resides in New York City where he works for
the "Committee for Free Europe”. The source indicated
that the Latvian KGR (Committee of State Security) has
issued crders not to attack Berzinstin the Soviet Latvian
press, Source could not explain why this order was given,

Immigration and Naturalization
Service (INS) Records

On September 16, 1964, Sidney A. Davis, Assistant
Chief, Records Administration and Information Section,
INS, 20 West Broadway, New York City, New York, made
avallable to Speclal Agent William F, Martin the INS
record of Alfreds Berzins, Alien Registration Number
ATB4SA5]1, which aentained the following information:

Alfreds Berzins entered the United States at
New York, New York, on August 29, 1950 on the SSNS General
Haan.

Berzins! Application for Immigration Visa and
Alien Registration, dated July 28, 1950, contained the
following information:

This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property
of the FBI and 18 loaned to your agency; it and
its contents are- not to be distributed outside
your agency. . :

SECRET
Group 1
Excluded from automatic
dormgrading and
declassification

€S CC-t

- | ENCLOSULY | [ |

DECLASSUIFLED AND RELEASED B
Y

TENTRAL INTELLIGENCE ABENCY

S@WﬁtiSNETHDBSEXEﬂP‘lBN3828

L cd

BT

WAZ) WAR CRIMES 01§ CLoS DINATION WITH
LR o URE ALT QR COORDINAT




SECRET

Alfreds Berzins also known as

Occupation
Iast Permanent Address

Born

Fathert!s Name
Mothert!s Name

Previous Resiciences

-? -
SECRET
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Minlister of State
Displaced Persons Camp
200, Hamburg, Germany
October 21, 1899, in
Jerl, Latvia .

Jekabs Berzins

Karline nee Peterens,
both parents deceased
1913 - 1918, Karki,Latvia

1918 - 1921, at different
places in latvia

1921 - 1940, Riga, Latvia

1940, Tallinn, Estonia;
Helsingfors, Finland;
Stockholm, Sweden and
Geneva, Switzerland.

1941, Rome, Italy

1941 -~ 1943, Berlin and
Sachsenhausen, Germany

1943 - 1947, Berlin,
Nausnitz, Luebeck,
Brunninghausen, and
Hamlen, Germany

1947 - 1948, Hamlen,
Germany

"1948 - 1950, Blomberg

and Hamburg, Germany
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Alfreds Berzins also known as

Berzinst! wifefs name was listed as Aline Berzins
nee Saberts, who was born in Auce, latvia, and whose present
residence was unknown, His daughter?!s name was 1lis ted as
Maljla, who was born December 13, 1933, at Riga, lLatvia,
and whose present residence was unknown,

The records reflect that Berzins speaks lLatvian,
2 Russian, German and some English,

! His port of embarkation was Bremerhaven and his
passage to the United States was paid by the International
3 Refugee: Organization of Qeneva, Switzerland.

The INS report also contained a report of the

_ﬁ investigation conducted by the United States Displaced
Persons Commission, British Zone, Hamburg, Germany,

which reflects in part that a thorough investigation was

) conducted as to the character, history and eligibility

3 of Berzins, and it was established to the satisfaction

; of the Commission that he is of good character and behavior,
9 that he has never been a member of the Communist, Nazi,

i or Fasclst partles, and does not adhere to or advocate

any political or economic system or philosophy directed
toward the destruction of free enterprise or the revolutionary
overthrow of representative governments, This report

1 algo contains a history of Berzins which is set forth as

g follows:

He was born on October 21, 1899, at Jeri, lLatvia.
He married Aline Saberts at Riga, lLatvia, on November 6,
1932, In December, 1941, he received a letter from his
wifet's mother that his wife and daughter had been deported
to Russia and he has not received any further news from them,

Berzins attended elementary school from 1908
to 1911, at Karki, latvia; Commercial school 1911 to
1915 at Rujiena, Latvia; the Gymnasium, 1915 to 1918,
at Valka, Lativa; and military academy, 1918 to 1920 at
Riga, Latvia, He was Minister of the Interior of lLatvia
when the country was occupiéd by the Communists in 1940,
and he remained at Riga for one month after his removal
from office, During July, 1940, he fled via Estonia
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Alfreds Berzins also kmown as

and Finland to Sweden, He stayed in Stockholm, Sweden

from July to December, 1940, In the summer of 1940,

Berzins went to Switzerland, where he attended a lLatvian
conference in Geneva, and from there he went to Rome,

Italy, where he attended a Baltic Diplomatic Conference
until February, 1941, While en route from Rome to Stockholm,
in February, 1941, he was arrested by the Gestapo and
imprisoned at Berlin, fermany, until July, 1941,

From July, 1941 until November, 1943, he was
confined at the concentration camp at Sachsenhausen,
Germany, and while there was released to work under
police supervision as a clerk for the Bullding Trade Workers
Welfare Association at Perlin., In February, 1945, he fled
to Nausnitz, QGer and because of Russlan occupation,
he fled in July,migXS, to Lubeck, where he entered a
Digplaced Persons Camp. '

Since July, 1945, he resided continuously in
Displaced Persons Camps at Iubeck, Brunninghausen, Hamlen,
Blomberg and Hamburg, Germany, (where he has been in the
"Zoo" Camp since April, 1950 and has been a journalist
for latvian newapaperas.

On December 1, 1954, Alfreds Berzins was granted
an Application for Permit to Re-Enter the United States,
He indicated that he would depart from the United States
on December 2, 1954, via Pan American Vorld Airways
for one week to visit a sick relative residing at 87 Eton
Place, lLondon, England, Berzins was readmitted to the
Unéﬁed States at New York City, New York, on December 8,
1954,

On July 2, 1964, Berzins was granted an
Applica*tion for Permit to Re~Enter the United States,
Berzins indicated that he was departing from the United
States on August 22, 1964, for one month, to visit
Australia as a tourlst for the purpose of visiting relatives,
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Alfreds Berzins also known as

His mailing address would be in care of Mr. Delins, 38
Longstaff Street, Bast Ivanhoe, Victoria, Australia,

: The following description was noted for the
subject in records of INS:

Name Alfreds Berzins

Date of Birth October 21, 1899
Place of Birth Valmiera, Jeri, lLatvia
Sex Male

Race White

HReight 51 8"

Weight 180 pounds

Eyes Green

Hair Gray

. Current Residence 219 West 8lst Street,

New York City, New York

Occupation Senior Editor,
- Radio Free Europe,

2 Park Avenue, New York,

New York

Marriage Records

On May 28, 1964, Investigative Clerk (IC) William J.

Paul checked the records of the Marriage Bureau, New York
City, and obtained the following information:

Marriage Record Number 30083'ref1ects that
Alfreds Berzins and Kira Birzgalis Adams obtained a
marriage license on December 27, 1961 and were married

on December 28, 1961, in New York City, by Thomas A. Lenane,

Deputy Clerk,
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Alfteds Berzins also known as

Records reflect that Alfreds Berzins was born
October 21, 1899, Valmiera, Latvia, His father was listed
as Jekabs Berzins, born in latvia, and his mothert!s maiden
g:m:iwas shown as Karlina Peterers, who was also born in
tvia,

Berzins! residence was shown to be 121 Vlest 92nd
Street, New York City. His employment was listed as that
of a Senior Editor, Records reflect this is the second
marriage for Berzins, His first marriage was listed as
being to Aline Suberts, and he was divorced on January 29,
1951, 4in Germany, the divorce being in his favor,

Information cnncerning Berzins?! second wife
reflects that she was born October 31, 1917, in Russia.
Her father was listed as Eugene Adams, born in latvia,
and her mother?'s maiden name was shown to be Emily
Dunbers, born in latvia. Records also show that Kira
Adams 1s emplayed as a dental surgeon and resldes at
219 West 81st Street, New York City, New York. This is
also a second marriage for Adams and she was divorced
from Evald Birzgals on December 5, 1949, in Germany on
grounds of desertion,

On August 5, 1964, at the Central Office, INS,
Investigative Clerk John D. Bonaccorsy reviewed the file of
Kira Berzgalls Adams which revealed that she was born
October 31, 1917, in Ossz, Russia and was a national of
Latvia, She went to elementary school, high school and a
university in Riga, Latvia between 1926 and 1943, 1In
September, 1944, she entered Germany and lived in Moorane,
Plauen, and Boosslau practicing dentistry part of the

“time, In August of 1945, she worked as a dentist for

the United States Army and for the International movement
office, This necessitated a good deal of travel throughout
Germany. She has been in Esslingen, Boeblingen, Bamberg
and Cohn, Germany., .
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Alfreds Berzins also lmown as

she first entered the United States on August 18,
1947, as a member of the crew of the "U.S,A,T. General St.
Heintzmelman" and made several trips to and from the United
States between 1947-1949, in this capacity.

She entered the United States for permanent
residence on November 9, 1940, at New York City aboard
'y,.S.A.T, General M,R, Stewart". She was in possession
of Immigration Visa #2056/55 issued by the American
Foreign Service at Stuttgart, Germany on October 4, 1949,
Passport requirement waived by Secretary of State under
date of September 28, 1943, She filed Petlition for
Naturalization #661212 in the United States District
Court, Southern District of New York, at New York City,
on May 4, 1955, with wiinesses to Petition being
Beruta Grunwald, L42-20 Halgnt Place, Flushing. New York,
(1955) and Velta Haas, 3173 Mark Alan Drive, Wantagh,
Nezi York (1955), She was naturalized in the eame court
on June 6, 1955, under “ertiffcate ofyNaturaliza’lon
luwber 7 506 B15 as Kira Berzgalis Adams,™ -« *

e 0% . .. i G 4 --.- S . _,.‘3_._:’._ ..""l;:v-.v

The file also contained the following pertinent

data:
Relatives:
Mother: Emiliya Adams nee Dumbers,
Eslingen, Germany (1950)
* Father: “ Eizens Adams (deceased)
Husband: Evalds Berzgalls, born

April 4, 1916, in Russia;
married October 25, 1941,
* Riga, Latvia; divorced
in 1949, (Husband had
never entered United
States as of 1955)
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Alfreds Berzins 2lso known as

Acquaintance:
Addresses:

(prior to 1949)

Addresses:
(subsequent to 1949)

Employments:

Organizations:

Emma Sneiders
2902 Cortelyou Road,
Brooklyn, New York

Hotel Pierpont,
Brooklyn, New York;
latvian legation,
Washington, D. C,

6643 Bergen Place,
Brooklyn, New York (1949);
101 Weat 52nd Street,

New York, New York

(1949 - 1955)

Guggenheim Dental Clinic
422 East 72nd Street,
New York City (1949 -1951)

Jewlsh Memorial Hospital,
Broadway and 196th Street,

- New York City (1951)

Dr. C. C. Jones and

Dr., L, Bluestone (1951~
1953), Brooklyn, New York
(address partially
illegible)

Association of Women
Dentists Sorority
"Imesia"

The file contalned no further pertinent or

derogatory information.
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Alfreds Berzins also known as

On January 12, 1951, Alfreds Berzins was
interviewed by a Special Agent of the FBI, At that time,
he stated that he had arrived in the United States as a
displaced person on August 29 }.250, and was residing
with Mr, Edward Grantskalns a(: 7 Fairmount Avenue,
Chatham, New Jersey. He said he was unemployed at the
present time but received monthly subsistence payments
from the latvian lsgation, He had no relatives in the
United States and his only lnown living relative was his
sister, Milda Anschiditz residing in Surrey, England.

He stated that he had applied for his first papers for
United States citizenship.

Bergins advised that he was born August 21,
1899, in latvia, Since high school days, he was aotive
in political organizations and he was an organiger of
the Iatvian National Guard (Aizsari) and promoted various
sports organigations, He became a member of Parliament
in latvia in the Parms Union Iist, His Cabinet
posts included that of Undersecretary of the Interior
and from 1934 until the Ruesian invasion, in 1940, he was
Minister of Public Affairs under President Ulmanis,
He acted frequently for the Minister of Foreign Affairs
and has been a Delegate to the International labor
Conference at -Geneva, Following the Russian ocoupation
of Iatvia in 1940, Berzins escaped to Sweden and
Switzerland but was seized in Germany and placed in a
concentration camp at Sachsenhausen where he spent
thirty~three months,

e g e
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Alfreds Bergins also kmown as

‘Aomt_gtanoes

. The following listed individuals, who were
interviewed during 1951, by Special Agents of the FBI,
all of whom have known the subject for more than 20 years,
indicated that Berzins had been Minister of the Interior
of the latvian Government from approximately 1935-to 1940,
and that he had also held other positions in the latvian
Government, Berzins had been known to be a strong latvian
nationalist who was deeply opposed to Russia and Commmnisnm,
They stated that when the Russiams took over latvia in 1940,
Berzins fled the country and went to Germany, where he was
interned by the German GQovermment, Berzins' family was
seized by the Russians and reportedly were deported to
Russia., All of those individuals considered the subjeot
to be a person of good oharacter, who would be loyal
to the United States and a leader in the fight against
Cormmundsm,

Mr, Raphael Feldhuhn
267 Pifth Avenue
New York, New York

‘Reverend Edward Stukels
323 West 23rd Street
New York, New York .

Bishop Joseph Ranoans
357 Madison, Southeast,
Detroit, Michigan

Jules Feldmans

Minister Plenipotentiary,
Charge da:Affairs of latvia,
Iatvian lLegation,
Washington, D, C,

Anatol Dinbergs

Pirst Secretary of the latvian Legation
Washington, D, C,
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Alfreds Berzins also lmown as

Jacod James Brahms ‘
Owner of the Olmstead Restaurant C !

1336 G Street Northwest P
' Washington, D, C, '
Peter Lejins ‘ P
Professor of Soolology L .

University of Maryland
and former Professor of law in latvia o Co

o 'ms.uoruome
20 19th su'eet, Northwest,

Apartmen

Washington,D, c., formerly

Mrs, Indwig Ekis, whose husband was

a Minister of Finance in ILatvia from 1934 to 1938,

Hugo Berg
Box 207A; Route 3,
Petaluma, California

Mr, Bdward Grantskalns
16T Fairmount Avenue
Chatham, New Jersey

Mr, and Mrs, Janis Slasports
1 Noll Place
Newark, New Jersey

Mrs, Mirdza Seya m:gins, 4248 23rd Street,
San m-ancim, California, advised that her father,
Charles Louls Sayp.was the former Latvian Minister to S :
Kaunas, Iithuania, She stated that she had no personal : )
acquaintance with Berzins but that she had heard during P _ .
the tims that she was in Iatvia up. until 1940, that 0

Berzins was conaidered to be an opportunist who had aupported :
whatever government was in power in latvia. i
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Alfreds Berzins also known ao

During August, 1951, Mrs, Wilhelmine Kusse,

44 Bast 92nd Street, New York City, New York, advised a
Special Agent of the PBI that she is presentiy employed
as a monitor for the North Burope Seotion of the Voice

of Amerioa, New York City, and that it has recently come
to her attention that Alfreds Berzins was being used as a
writer for the lLatvian Section of the Volce of America,
Mrs. Kusse described Berzins as a "meo-Pascist" who was
the main political power in the overthrow of the lLatvian
Government in 1934, She does not feel that Berzins is

‘8 suitable employee to represent the United States Government

in its broadcasts to foreign countries,

.Mrs. Kusse 1s not personally acquainted with
Berzins but said that because of his importance in the
diotatorial government in Iatvia between 1934 and 1940,
his sctivities are well-mown to her,

Mrs., Kusse further stated that Berzins is
definitely anti-Communist but said this is only beocause
he, himself, is a fasocist, In 1940, when the Russians
rirst invaded latvia, Berzins was forced to flee for his
life, He reportedly first went to Sweden and later entered
Germany, at & time when the Nagis were stlill in power,
She further stated that although Berzins was an ardent
fascist, he was not used by the Nazi Party in Germany
since Hitler had already placed a national hero as the
puppet ruler of latvia,

Mrs., Kusse furmished a signed statement
concerning her allegations against Berzins:

%I, Wilhelmine Kusse, wish to make the following
statement to Special Agent Robert W, Knight concerning
Alfreds Berzins, who I understand is the subject of an
official inquiry by the PFederal Bureau of Investigatlon.,

SECRET
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Alfreds Berzins also lknown as

"Latvia gained her independance with Anglo-American

aid after World War I, On mﬁ%-m 918, Latvia

was proclaimed a free and independart nation with a

democratic system of g . Tar 16 years of democratic

ruling a selfimposed leader, Karlis Ulmanis, with the

military help of ftAizsargs?, a political m.h

ox-ms.ution and top army men overthrew the govcmmnt.
L§3’6. a free nation ceased to exist, A form

ot dictatorship was imposed upon the country and nation,

Fres slections were never held, This dioctatorship lasted

gx:a. spring 1540 when Soviet Union occupied the Baltic

8

"During the six years of totalitarian system,
Mr, Alfreds Berzina, was the Head of tAigsargs! and the S )
latvian Minister ruling out and oppressing |
fresdom prese, Ireedom of speech and information, o ,

“It has now coms to my attention that Dr, Alfreds . .
Bergzins is employed by the State Department, $Voice of , <y
Americat, It is hard to see how a man, who cpposed with .
iron rule the v freedoms the Voioe of America carries : :
to the whole world could serve the Government of the United ) ‘
States where the principles of free information, speech . )
anmss are basic 1n the structure of this Government'and s .
na

"I have never known Mr, Alfreds Berzins porsonans.
Por a detailed and thorcugh information re
political activities of Mr, Berzins I wou to refer
to Mr, Haralds liepins,

" /a/ Wilhelmine Kusse R -

"New York ' .
August 6, 1951" , S R I

;
L




SECRBT

Alfreds Berzins also known as

g During 1981, ke, Harold Ldepens, 2950 Bainbridge

s New York, a night hallmn for the apartment
o focaved’ at 1175 Park Avenue, New York City, sdvised
a a;eom Agent of the PBI that he was formerly Manager
for Social Seourity and Social Medioine in the Ministry
of Peopletls Welfare in the demooratic government of
Iatvia prior to 1934, and Manager of Mutual Help Fund
::d ﬂ]‘.;llo Camera during the dictatorship between 1934

Mr, ldepens said that he has imown Bersins for
over thirty years, both during their school days and later
as members of ths Latvian Government, and said he
oconsiders Berzins to be the most dangerous Pascist
in the United States today. He related that prior to
1934, Berzins was & member of Parliament in the -
oonsﬁeuuomnw formed government of latvia, but

Avenue

that by virtue of his leadership in the Aigsargl, which is the

fatvian National Guard, he was able, along with others,
Do. overthrow the democratioc regime in lLatvia,

®r, Iiepens said the overthrow oocourred
on May 15, 1934, and members of Parliament of the
democratic government were arrested ard deposed, He
said that Berzins, in the new Adioctatorship, became
Propaganda Minister with the title of Minister of Internal
Affairs and Social Affairs, and held that position in the
diotatorshi; rgeum:n June 14, 1940, at which time he was
forced to to Sweden beoa.uae of the Soviet invasion,

Mr, liepens sald that Berzins! brother-in-law,
Janis Anschmidts, was Chief of the latvian Polioce Force
and that by virtue of their joint control of the National
Guard and the Police Force, they actually controlled the
forces necessary for domination of the government under
the dlotatorship, although Karlis Ulmanis was technically
the Fushrer of latvia.

e L
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Alfreds Bersins also known as

Mr, Iiepens said that Berzins remained in
Sweden for only a short time and went direoctly to Gemw
where he was imprisoned by t¢ir (Germans for a short ¢
Mr. liepens said that, although Berzins ocould gonemuy
be desoribed as a Pascist, he was specifically a Nationalist
Fascist rather than a Pasdist of the German type, which
boneved in the overall superiority of the Arian rade,
explained that Borzins was interested in maintainmg
a d:.otatomhip in latvia and in promoting a strong
nationalistic spirit, and, therefore, was not at first
considered as an ally by the German Pascists, He sald
that since Hitler had no particular need for Berzins,
he was imprisoned for a short time, but later was
ermitted to work in a bank in Berlin, Gerwany under
he Nazi rule,

M, liepens contimied that after the allied

vioctory:m Burcpe, Berzins becams a refugee in the Bxritish

Zone of Gemn{ He recalled that sometime between :
the Autum of 1945 and the Spring of 1946, Berzins was !
arrested by British Intelligence Officers and held for
approximately ons month, Mr. liepens said he does not
know the reason for this arrest and has received no
further information oonceming it, :

As an example of the prominence of Berzins :
in latvian politics, liepens related a phrase used by the
Iatvians to describe the origin and growth of Fasolism, i "
He said the phrase was "Mussolini took the picture ; !
Hitler daveloped it; and Berzins enlarged it." Mr.
Iiepens said that Berzins should have been offended

such a statement, but that he actually was proud of the .o}

fact that he had deea ocapable of enlarging upon the
Pasocist activities of Mussolini and Hitler,

“SECRET
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Alfreds Berzins also known as

' Mr. Ilepens sald that Berzine is presently ;
act in s number of latvian organizations here in the se
United States, and said that a segment of the latvian
population here in New York City is, therefore, under
his influence, He said that‘'Borzins urges the ia.tvians i
to consider their stay in the United States as only
temporary, and urges them to retain their nationalistic
spirit and to speak the latvian language, He disocourages
T them from becoming United States oitizens and urges that

ﬁ the ultimate goal of L2zivians in Amerioca should be that
of restoring the Nationalistio-Fascist government in
latvia, He said that Beveins also urges the Latvians
R 2 to send their childran to the parish school in Brooklyn
c whereby they will learn the latvian language and retain
C some latvian nationalistic spirit, and disoourages parents .
from sending their children to public schools, :

Mr, lIiepens salid that, in view of the above,
he Jdoes not believe that Berzins is suitadble to be a e
representative of the United States Goverament in its i
broadcasts to latvia, and said he fears that the people in
Latvia will thus be given the erroneous impression that
the United States s:gpox'ts and sanciions dictatorships.
He said he feels ce that the Russians will use
Berzins' appearances an the Voioce of Amerioca for propageanda
purposes among the North European countries,

During 1961, NY T-2, who was evaluated by another
Government agency whioch conducts security and personnel
investigations, as a person who is fairly reliable and
whose information may possibly be true, stated that he was
in Riga, latvia, from Ap:il, 1939 to August, 1940, ST
He advised that he ia not personally scquainted with [
Alfreds Berzins but that he had seen him a number of times Lo .
while in lLatvia and it was his opinion that Berzins was :
Minister of Social Affairs in the Latvian Government df {0 X
Dr, Karlis Ulmanis, ©

S N T
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Alfreds Berzins also known as

NY T=2 informed that Berzins was one of the least-
liked persons in the Ulmanis government and was
partioularly unpopular with the lLatvian university
students who were very chauvinistiocally inclined, He
sald he 4id not know the exact reasons for Bersins!
unpopularity, but pointed out that among other things,
Berzins was head of the Algsargi, which was an elite,
armed force or civil guard, and cne of the organizations
largely responsible for putting the Ulmanis government in
power and sustalning it. In tals connection, he said
that when this government went into power, they jailed
some two hundred people, and perhaps some of the persons
he heard directing critliocism against Berzins had been
"personally affected al that time, He gsald that Aizsargl
itself was composed of only those latvians who were
proven patriots and was originally foundad in 1918, BHe
stated, howsver, that organigations of this type were
comaon in the Baltic countries at that time and similar
organizations existed jir Pinland, lithuania, and Estonia,

are neocessary in a political state which cammot always
trust its army, He said he 41id not knov jJust what
conneotion Berzine had with the Algsargi prior to the
time the Ulmanis government came into power, but would
suppose he was very influential since he was placed in
control of it during the Ulmanis regime, He also informed
Btl:at the propaganda :.agencies were under the control of

.

NY T-2 said that all of these factors maturally
made Berzins subject to oritioism and he had heard
some of the students with whom he came in contact make
accusations that Bersirs was fascistic, He said that
oriticism of this na’ure was heightened and Bargins
became more unpopular with the students because of his
fleeing the country when all of the other officials,
including Ulmanis, remained and “"went down with the
government®, He added that the faot that Berzins was
retained in Nazi hands rathsr than being released to
the Soviets after his éseape also apparently caused some
geoplo to believe he had powerful commections with the :

'ascists,

- 17 -
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NY T-2 said, however, that he has nothing of his
owmn knowledge to cause him to bellieve Berzins was definitely
fapsoistio or sympathetio to the Nazis, In this respect,
he pointed out that the Ulmanis government was a

_dictatorship which had the "fasolst trappings® of salutes,
uwniforms, etc,, but that these were common at the time
in Burcpe, He said, however, that Ulmanis was a "paternal
type dictator® and was described as such by ex-President
Herbert Hoover after a trip to Latvia in 198,

On August 10, 1964, NY T-3, who has furnished
reliable information in the past, advised that he has
personally known Berzins for several years and believes
that he is presently an employee of Redio Pree Europe,
He recalled that Bersins divorced his first wife in
Iatvia and that this wife, along with a daughter,
from the marriage, reportedly are presently living in
the West German Zone, He further stated that Berzins
went to Pinland prior to the outbreak of World War II
and from there to Sweden and eventually to Germany, where
he spent a considerable amount of time in a ccncentration
camp. Pollowing World war IX, Berzins 414 not return :
to latvia. Source further advised that Berszins has
recently remarried, He also stated that he lmows of no '
information which would cast any doubt cn Berzins! .
loyalty to this country., Ho further stated that he has
no 1dea why Berginst! first wife was allowed to leave
from behind the Iron Curtain and move to West Germany.

On September 16, 1964, NY T-lU, who s furnished : :
reliable information in the past, advised that he has been L |
aocquainted with Berzins for many years. He stated that . .
Berzins is ourrently employed by Radlo Free Europe in
New York City, New York, He commented that he has no
reason to doubt Berzins! loyalty to the United States;
however, he described him as - “"glory happy' and that he : : :
would use any means to promote his standings, He further : !
advised that Berzins is a very intelligent and shrewd Dl
man and he feels that he would not become involved in

of & pro~Commmist nature because of the -
caloulated risk that would become involved. v
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NY T-l further stated that he is quite certain
that Berzins is aware of the fact that his first wife is
still alive and reportedly Berzins has sent packages
to his first wife in Burope,

On August 25, 1964, NY T-5, who has furnished
reliable information in the past, advised that he has
been acquainted with Berzins for numerous years and that
Berzins was a former member of the latvian Cabinet during
1934 when President Ulmanis took over the latvian
Government, Of the old Cabinet members, the only ones
who were allowed to remain were Berzins and General Balodis,
Berzins is oconsidered to be a leader in the New York
latvian Commmity and it is known among the latvians
in New York that Dr, A. Spekie, latvian Ambassador to the
United States for the o0ld free latvian aovemnent, who 15
in Washington, D, C,, stll obtains advice from Berzin i
in inportant ma.tters. Source oonuders Berzins to bo :
a person who "changes vith the tide" and he feels :
vwhile Berzins is in the United States he would work
for the detterment of this government, Source considers
Berzins to be loyal to the United States,

Source also advised that Berzins also recently
wrote a book in the Latvian language called "The Good Years"
and rcmtly this book was publicized in “Voice of the
Homeland®, a Latvian language newspaper published in Riga,
Iatvia, Source made available Issue Number 50, dated June,
1964, of "Voice of the Homeland", Page 3 of this issue _
contains an article entitled "After Reading The Good Years, . ;
Remarks About the Book by Emlgre A, Berzins." This i X
article is written by Klave lorencs, former sooial £
democrat leader,

This artisle by Lorencs 1a or1tioa1 of Alfreds
Berzins and his booix "“The Good Years," Parts of this
article, which have been translated from the latvian
language to Bnglish, are set.out as follows:
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"IThe Good Years',,.A. Bergins has published a
book of reminiscences with such a title, and it touches
upon more than two decades of the lLatvian people’s history,
I read the 400-page dook, as I had been one of the
active participants of the events of that period, As
many things mentioned in the book are distorted, it is
diffioult for me to keep silent and not voioce my objections,
I have asked the editors of "Homeland!s Voice™ to print
these lines of mine in their newspaper,

"The political quintessence of the boak, the sooial
sympathies and even future longings of these reminiscences
are tied up with the resctionary-fascistic coup-dtetat of

. May 15, as well as with the regime oreated by this

ocoup dletat, Already in ths preceding section of the
reminiscences, speelking of his life as uty of the Sasima
and of the order and ocustoms prevailing re, the author
idntrying to show that the political oconditions - as Af
dunreed by fate itself - were leading to this May 15;

that the fascistic coup had ocome like a thunder-

storm in the spring, in order to oclear the stifling party
sides; and that the .people snthuslastically had greeted
the "day of rebirth" of Iatvia,

"I do not want to admit that A, Berzins is such a
moronic political ignoramus \{go w;ﬂ.: na': hagciundeurstood
the true of the May Tre s its stic
chmober?“gmsshoum 1ike to ask the author of the
reminiscences: wasn't it Pascism which followed the coup -

satotalitarian form of state government; a disbanding of

.the parliament, the destruction of every kind of opposition;
1thareplacement of firee public organizations and institutions
with corporative chambers, whose management had been
assigned and instituted by the government?!
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"while sitting in America and speculating on
Westem aynpathiu%h + Berzins is attempting to give legal
{4

putting on it a make-up that is

wore acceptable to the Mest, 'mua% 80 he says, was a
8

the curtailments affeoted only

demooracy!s exaggerations; expedient ohanges were brought

about, which gained the peoplets sympathies; & new
representation by the people was being plann

"But what can we ask of a man whose fasoistioc,
anti-demooratic sympathies lie in his blood and brain}
In his remembrances, talking about the Nagzi oclubls
B‘nuoal purder, he oan say that "some chance shot had

lled the young worlcerE Masaks®,., In the herdic struggle

of Republican Spain,

A 8 sees nothing but a cmmist

plot, and hs sees muer'n Nagism as the smaller of the

evils,

*In dramtic strokes, A, Bersins touches upon
the "last year” of the May 1S5th Government, and he is deeply
coavinoed that history will wreathe their heads in an
aura of heroism, I!'ll venture the remark that pouib

ocross on this imagined aure,

history’s inexoreble verdict might put a final and fa

"A. Berzins? personality is too unimportant,
politically of little value, and socially negative to be
. discussed at such length, If I am doing this, it 18 only
because, on A. Berzins'! conscience, there lies the fact
of his having helped to betray latvian democracy, and with

it latvia herself,

This supporter of Hitler's Germany and

- Gestapo politiocs has now, while an emigre, clothed himself
3n the toga of a patriot and is fighting for...the peoplels
ml And one must speak up also because the reactionary

ciroles have

lately raised him openly on their

banners, and he, himself, is adroitly trying to penetrate
into the ranks ot their leaders and is attempting to speak
inthe name of our people,
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"Note of the Rditor's Office, In publishing the
;renavis by The rormer =Demo CT'a ea.der" K. lorencs,
regarding A, Berzins! book, "The Good Years", the Rditor!s
Office does not consider that the author has unveiled
fully the true essence of the fasocistic May 15th
ooup dletat; yet it recognizes that his commentaries are of
coneiderable help in the evaluation of the unfolding of
the respective events,

NY 7-6, who has furnished rsliable information
in the past, advised The Soviet Committee on
Cultural Relations with Compatriots Abroad
(formerly mown as Committee For A Return :
to the Homeland and Development of Cultural : .
Relations with Competriots Abroad) is a :

Soviet propaganda o zation founded in East
Berlin, Germany in 1955; and since that time

has been headed by various Soviet officials,

The comuittee publishes a magazine entitled .
“Homsland® and a newspaper "Voice of the
Homeland", in the Russian Byeloruseian,

Iatvian, BEstonian, Ukrainian, Georglan

other related languages, Such publications,

which are mailed to numerous persons having a
family origin in countries now under Soviet
domination, attempt to entice such individuals -
to return to their homeland, to praise
accomplishments of the current government of
their individval countries of origin, and to
attack and vilify generally the activities,
leaders, and mores of countries in the Pree World,
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