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# Tlns is t.he personal history of . o.dramBI’IS"HNAU

a. I was born on 30 Decambor 1921 in Peldkirch, the son of Dr. Hans BITSCHNAU, Hef-
rat and leading states attorney, and of Ida, nee MALLAUN. I attended the Volkschule
in ‘Feldkirch from 1928 until 1932 and then the Bundesgymnasium until 1939. During the
eighth semester at the Gymnasium I arrested by the Gestapo on 9 November 1939 because
-they had learned of my connection with Dr. Max JENNIWEIN in Switzerland and to the

" legitimistischen Enigrantinenkreiesen“ in Paris, I was released on 23 February

1940 since they were not able to bring any specific charges against me. In the meantime

I had been denied the right of access to the Gymnasium and for that reason was able
first 6 June 1940 to complete my Matura as Externist. i

b. On 20 October 1940 I was drafted into the Reichsarbeitdienst and belonged to that
organization until 31 January 1941. On 5 February I joined the 136th Mountain Treop
(Gebings Jaeger) Regiment in Landeck. In May and June 1941 I completed a Reserve

Of ficer Candidate Course and at the end of June I passed the interpreter examination
for French and Spanish given by the Deputy General Kommande in Salzburg. From July

through September I was interpreter in Stalag XVIII in Marburg, but was transferred from

‘there to the motor vehicle replacement parts department 18 in Pregenz because of
political unreliability. There I acquired driving permits for all types of vehicles..
Effective 1 March 1942 I was appointed Corporal and held that rank until the end of
the war. On 20 February 1942 I was transferred to an Intelligence Interpteters Re-
placemant Group in Meissen and there passed the Ehglish interpreters examination

in June 1942, At thebeginning of July 1942 I was again transferred to a. troop unit

in order to serve my’ ‘time at the front. I was sent to the Afrikakorps:in August 19h ‘.

where I served as interpreter for Italian and English. I was wounded at the beginning"
of tne battle of El Alamein and was sent to Reserve Hosplta.l Riedenburg near Bregenz
where': a'@ tik;March 1943. Following this I was aga‘n sent to the Intelligence
Interg d&ent Group in Meissen where I completed a ciphering course and

c&ﬁ‘

then wmse > to an Intelligence section of theOKH in- Berlin., Due to a serious case / /.

of blo ning I spent the autumn of 1943 in a hospital and then went to the
Nachkommando of the intelligence section of the OKH. Effective 14 February 1944 I
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