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1. In MOL-A-44o: we referrec i extensively to von
BOLECIEING's role in ODECM's Austrian show and in
general to his position in Austria in or out of ODELTP.I.
Although we consider it likely that there is bio-
graphical data available in Washington on this character,
we recently requested him to write us a .short auto-
biography. The attached document was subsequently
prepared by him.

2. We would like to request the return of the
three notarized photostats and the "Urkunde", which
we have promised to give back to the owner.
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:ent-mber 194i;

1, ,.."Gto albrecht Alfred 3aron von Bolschwine, was be rm on
15 uctober 190v at Sc'neen: ,ruc (formerl y Gerle-‘,.. d,	 .
peetively 6ov•et Union) b.?. fifth child (second son) of .ichard
Otto ;:iiiholm flrdinand Laren von Bolschwing, born 7 iy 1353, and
Ella julie 1;.:-.th11de, nee 3areness von l 	born 12 Anri l 1373.
1v0=)-19f=1

;;;* father ovned a large estate which by inherit;:nc .• in 1921
went to 	 older brother •3arl Ludwig Tiichard, born 27 Februnry 1399,
and his wife Thais nee 'Jou.ntess Luder2 Vleymarn, a relntive eo the •
late csar of :us. at•the outbreak of world war I my father
volunteered for the army and was killed in action on the R1:ssion
front as captain (cavellery) on 30 October 1914. Since my mother-
to whose estate I was dest i ned to succeed=wa:3 responsible for my
education.	 he fortunes as invested in land have been seized by
the °oviet Union and Poland respectively after .;orld .iar II. I was
privately sehooled at home until 1921-
1921-1932

From 1 v21 to 1V26 I went to a public school in Onigsberg
(now Kaliningrad) where I completed exams in 196. Aft-r completinrz
school I went to 'nland and took law cou:I . ses at London Univerbity.
During the same time I was apnrentice with a shi pping firm belonging
to the hoyal Mail steamship Company (Lloyd Bilbao). In 1923 I joined
the East Asia Trading house C. Ill6es Company in Hamburg and stayed
there until 1930. Durin g same p eriod I also took law courses at
Hamburg-University. From suMmer 1930 to 1931 I was man ager to the
Oberon Investment and Development Company both in Berlin and Vienna
(at that time this firm had far resching'international financial.
connections). • At the strs:e time I acquired a lime fsctory in Voper
Silesia (U pper Silesian Limo and Cement Works, Ltd., a firm- regis-
tered in London). .From l'.;31 I represented the investment interests
of severi. 1 promoting and investment houses in London on the con'-
tinent, eepecially in Cent .e l an South East Europe.
1932-1937

Since I had been destined for diplomatic service, my education
an ...1-faily connections eased matters in that Jirection, and after a
bank i ng a)urse with tho 5sn:c far Industrieoblie;ationen (1932),.I was
entrusted with the negotiations in ,,ulgaria for the erection of
automatic telephones and ct:ler industrial development in the Balkans
and Asia Idnor, both with international finance and diplomatic sup-
port. As from that time my wnnections with the Foreign Office wer._
c l ose, and from then on 	 Commenced intelligence work on economical
and oiitical tattors . u7:ine, to those connections I concluded an
agreement w•t : 1 the ±.'orefein office for the recovery of a hidden
t v'eae-u.re from world war I :In i'alestine . At the same time Hitler

assumed novser in Crer .iany. I wa informed	 the' :Preie-n Office that
imnertant ::;ers of tho ezi •art7 also tried to arrenE. c for a

sez:reh far	 tr.ure	 	  s f,r7vised not to recnter :lermany.
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r cl, ff ef,e in ° , 11	 - 7reviously I 'r.ad
eeer.	 ,hove oein:	 ceerency r eculetions tio el.,ohcne
Se;:l he; -; felie	 - I w: descrThea ee a zthmi-of:ic l al of the
eeeeae 2ere:: n e er 4 ee. Fer l e e r' recocns l.ad to wait for 13
eeths until : could ccreelete . 171 aereer:ent with ti:e -endatory Power

L e. ieLecti e, ;`;:- . 12 s:	 inve7.vee.: -7a7 sereosedly the entS ,'e case held
idlceowers - in t : c .oe e eelst, end s:hoeld :evc amounted

'CO	 eeurds in 7old coin). 7o to 1935
I	 not ..1.r.sele .ncleeted,	 thct tiele however I W3S informed
ti-et	 e trip to :„:eelany woul(i not neen	 dano:er. Jihad
fered an • eee	 corepany (A e ench Company) to be rble to find
'n e re ct i ce	 trAde.eoss4bilities oxis -ted, at the sarie time
edvis 4 nr the ='oreign Office on desirable steps in trrde. When I
reentered Ge r-e.lny in su=er 135 I found that especially the
l'o rcier ereenizae:Ion (AuslandserFanisation) of the LSDAP was trying
to prevent rev .connection bcte e en me and Cere:en industries. I ma
advised to eeeranee mat i:ers	 the NSDAP by clandestinely becoming
an "o l d nember' which was maf.e oossible by a foreeer servant of our
fale 4 ly, t::en holding. an imnertent position with the SDAP. Ee •
ar renqed for e predated en 1;r7 (1932) and I 7ot a membership number
of 93:,232. .:eee i net hope this step did not pacify matters in the
l east. I was un:ler threat of being arrested snd fled Germany in
December 1 935. From abroad I myself tried to strai ghten matters
out, my friends tried the same in Germany, and it appeared thatno
difficulties would arrise in the future.
1937-1939

•When I reentered on advice in 1937, I found, that the party
still tried to "get me' (reasons they gave, were my international
fentinazi connections). In the meantime most of my former friends in
?oreign Office had been released from office, and they strictly
advised me, for sefet5r reasons, to establish an independent economical
position. The reason that I did return to Germany at all, was, that
my property was still there 	 I tried to remove. With ,the m
support of • ny banking connections I passed the exam as foreign
exchenee counsellor in February 1u33. In the meantime my friends
had arranged for me ta contact with two ranking SS officers, one in
economy and one in intelligence, who were willing, to supply pro
tection azeinst "payment". Althoue:h the party still tried to inter-
vene with any step I did, this protection proved strong enough to
give me cover, it proved even succeesfull, whev in winter 1377ZB,
I for the first time was arr e sted by Gestapo. In March 1 933 I.
married Driezitte Klenzendorff, out of this marria ge a son was born
in July le39 (Gisbert Otto Richard Ernst), the marriaee was divorced
in 194:e. In Decee:ber 133 I received a passport and travelled to

'ice !--7: try to find an economical background for my emigration.
After my return, I :::rst hed to wait for the child's birth and
arranged matters for a transfer of my capital, but was held up
by t.lo out ;;rea:: of world ,eer II.

reeetetion as an	 e e -t on 3111 1,:an and Eear Erst Questions
followed ec en, fore'en effiee found no objection against my person,

!e e'n the ho l e of	 . abeve mentioned SS officers (one WAS
hc.e i ly b7	 -Laced es chie f of polit i cal intelligence
: "; • e'en Leeeee -Le -e2:orest (velania). 	 antinazi connec-

':J7Inee	 70	 :',CCP"Se t /-1'Dy fea red for my
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eafety'in German- a:e: secondly polit:cal rc.zens were 0-evieee. To
eort my eosIsen y benleln cenneet'ens effre-i	 7iC0-

tLe ' l ereeeo- :nmaeien	 f f3oeeeree,	 I also
e7.ceieted (feee t'.-e!.s I	 forced	 resien-'ey Jrt 0-1:! 1;4,2).
,Shertly after ey areivel . in :;he stante,3 coition
el;ainst my noeinetien, :loweeer eith no eeccesz , nt thr. eie:e. I.
renr ined as meeber rn' the Dinleeetle ;-; orns in -11:71ani:n ent i l 11-1
(iebruary). Durinn t h is period I hee: emnle opportunity to ceenteract
nazi measures both on the political and eoonomical	 1...) ensure
un.s.clested tenvel1 i n7, weart from be i ng e member . of thedinlomatic
corns, I had the 'iht to wear the enife= of an SS ce .;ta'.n. 7:oweven,
ee wes leter feend duriree Gesteeo ievestiE:etion, I ? . ave not been a

eenlber of the 36, wh i ch :.resnme:: in the bec.innene.
aile, agreed upon w!}: ::'y circle, was to especially prev'nt the

s.,;ernenizire! of eunlanian induetries (oil and heavy indestrien) and to
naei influence frcea imnortent reilitical positions, e l so to win.

the feith of the th;:n rul i w: circ l e with the 7ferelan ?orefien Office.
y connections were: ecoecially etron,:: with the aumani%n Iron Guard,

where I was able to .erevent prrctically any direct contacts and .
influences of the .:.SDAP. After the insurrection in January
where I had sinel7 supported the Iron Guard ,=nrainst cee:-2ined Gerelan

.Foreie.n Office end Army interests (which were rested in Antonescu),
I was called back from Rumania.	 tre..nendous luck I ha:1•corrooted
high ranking nazis by making them senport Iron C:uardists, which
eventually saved'my neck, since I had already been destined for
immediate execution by Heydrich. I had sufficient time to contact my
circle, who . through channels for some time influenced Goering and
himmler in this matter - the affair eventually led to a breach that
lasted for months between GerMan political intelligence and Ribbentrop,

and to a cutting out of the ForeifT. Office from active intelligence
work. In 1::arch 11 I was sent to Sofia (Buie:aria) to secure the
safe transport of remaining ranking Iron Guardists from iieettania, who,
if caught, were mostly executki by Antonescu t s government. In Sofia
I was informed that I was choset as chief of . intellieenco in
'Eorthern Greece e !'te:- . its occupation, the war had just been declared
on Greece by Germany. The group which I was sup posed to command was

fl own to Sofia and from there I reached Saionica with the spearhead
of intruding German troop's. The writen order was made out by the
German ;Ugh Comand, a copy which I cept for the future .was taken
from me, when I was arrested in 1=e1,.. together with all papers per
taining to any activity. .I found that the "work" . consisted of mai nly .
arresting Greek personelities or force of a wanted list, who were
then interned. 41es,en after one week of arrest no further orders
arrived, I protested against . arreets without screening, for that I
was seve rely rebuked. I e rotested	 and asked for my immediate
release, whereto I di d not receive an answer. About the 10 1ay111

(the i nvasion of Greece had co:Tne.reed at the beginning of April
11) I menall:ed to see HiTnler in Athens and aeeed . foe	 dischare,
which was F,rcntd.	 ar.Turlent*,tion rnn on the line that or
?ntri:...,-,tecl to ne -vas a 1)olice matt 	 of whicil I had•no

I 1rr..d	 oC	 estab-

l ihed an e7on closer cont:: .::t	 1st,	 thnt tin-Le

▪ of Off i c . VI (fore i ; r,r. int.c7.1hc..o) . I perseee-	 ee

an int ,::11inee oporat;lon	 and left 'or Holland

Le eeet	 nr ev e irele T	 to build

) 1' -\



e'een Joee	 ie -: : sereec	 f::11	 I tried to ee-eee ;:e him
ee	 f:ee	 to surroe . lee,	 aer]:ed. I

ine e rreee- 2nr the safete ef he eoxt of :7 k•n, 7inee i n MAe'l
on ecrsecutee, •1:y . eeranrine . en outlet to

zelee to ceeee -letine these' plans - who hed to . be
l'e l lOee:i w i th eetrees care - Cre rerrens still unknoem to me I
eec ce". led	 to' :crl 4 n, and sl'Ioese from that time ";Decceber 10,
!-,4 1) .eas unde- . :eetree ereare:eien .	coule :eowever n e a i n wi n time

cc et i .Cctes Fe'cwine ti-.at I eeuld :eave to
undergo en eeeee:.eoe.

. %eee_leee
ei elie interned ee thee this tiee t leere seleee • little hope

fon my se :'ety, the:'; advised .ee to volunteer in , the Army, which I
Feee	 e.e4nnine ef	 I ess under medical treatment

and he .: teeo oeferetions ber roone en ee, el-.ich kept me in hospital
nnt i l 'July lvj.. ' After a recuperetion leave . I returned to Vienna there
T was areested on 3 Senteeber 1.1 ,7 Geetapo. Under heavy guard T
waS . '1:1-. 14n -z re rre to e e •ei i ni e'esre	 eas imprisoned at the cellar

:. risen at Gestapo i:eadeuertrs in snele confiaement,.for the major
tiele until .Aeril iCi. Cy first interroention commenced •after three

. elonths, in the esantiee I as erectically starved - When I left
prison (although dur i ne the last two months I hadamuch better food).

I weighted 52 kilos, entering prison with 36	 and mental
pressure was terrific, but since I did not give up, and Gestapo did
not find any fects e. last dt&ot least since my eircle did eveleyLhing
in the way of bribery and p ersuation - I was released. During the
investigation it was found that, as already tentioned, I held •nn
real SS membership end that my party membership was also "somehow
mysterious". I was infoemed , When releescd, that I would be ve4thder

•supervision, but had to' lea:' nethiree as long as I worked for german
victory. After recovery of health I, with the help of my circle, .

- got a nosition as.maneeeer of the Austrian brench of a pharmaceutical
firm, that had strong connections eith Abwehr. On several later
eccesions an Abwehr officer, who as paid a monthly .salary for such
hele, confirmed that I was indeseenseble for Abwehr operations. In
reality nothine existed in that line apart from the payment to his
benefit, and that I provided cover for a French girlfriend of his

. with our fadtory. Through my economical position I could save several
members of our group, declaring them - . again with subversive support -
as essential for industry. Ahen in February 1945 I resaeain
sunnoned to Uestaeo Vienna, the Abeehr officer for the last time
was able to intervene On my behalf. Shortly afterwards I was once
more ar eented but releesed aee i nst a bribe of 10,000 marks. I then

. fled wi th my wi fe-I had marri e d on 12 October '1943 Ruth von Pfaundlere
ey wi fe and her earents 'ere racially persecuted, her father held an

Fovernment eee l tien erier to 1933, and after 1945 took
, erees ep againe and t'eere worked eith the branch of the same resistance

clecle ("nm05")e In Apri l  i5 I ':as caueht on e sabotrere mission
by e	 	  Arme detachment but eenaeed to flee at the l ast moment.

•• echieveentl: in the intereet nf Austria were rewarded with the •
eerellan . hoeer ee etif!.cete er

	

Feeet the e.ce:ert of e er!e e l 	 eS treops in . Tyrol both, my wife
•	 f.;e2t	 :	 yc:-'s	 f e el Cree .aeain.
.:eeeeeee 	 I 71ndly

•'	 .	 '	 .
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_iai, r1.cr., and hope toGethef with 	 wife, to one day beco,le a

worthy citizer of the T.TS.

1.1y 
political ideas were sat on a not nationalistic but

Europ,:an basis, any smal scale nationalism (chauvinism), to my
mind, is antihistorical i I further saw and still see no chance
of Lndividual European nationalism in a noral fight ar.ainst

attacking world communism.

is/ Otte. A. A. . Baron V Bolschwi-s;


