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b Ae The 10th Flotilla MiS has a Jmtor*r “hlc“ dates kack to the last war. ot :
; During the earlicr years of the priasent war it played a prominent part
L as the formation contralling the attacks made by midgebd assault craft,
b human torpecdoes and limpeteera of the Italian Navy against Allied shipping
SR in harbors tircushout the Hediterranean area, Sincse the Italian iAmmistice,
the Flotilla, under its abla and enersetic commander, rince BORGIESE, has -
expanded in scope and importance to a peint vhere, in addition to control-
ling practicaliy the entire remaants of the Italian Navy still in action
against the illiezs, it disposes of considerable land forces. Members of
the Flotilla have alco played a provinent part in salbotaze activities

CTRIR. directed azainst 411izd forces in Italy. I*mtnurmore, the Flotilla now
represents an important factor in -y political survey of Fascist Rapublica
Italy.

On the proclamation of the irmistice on & Saptember 10’43 10th Flotilla M4iS,
in gemmon with most cther Italian units, was dissolved by the Germans and
. its persennel sent on indefinite leave. Sefore this proccqs of dissolution

S had heesn ccmpletzd, howeve r, Frince TORMHISE approach:d:the German .auth-

o " orlities and reached an agreenment with thom that the Flotilla should continu
to exist as an indegendent Italiﬁn fomation, officered ny Ttalians, fight-
ing the Allizs under the Italian flag, He stipulated that the Flotllla
should be free from internal interfersnc: by the Germans, and that none of
its . units or personncl should bz sent to Gemany for training., Granted = .
these condi t:Lc 15, he declared himself villing to'fizht on to redeem Italian
honor,.! '

- Measures were at once initiated to re-fom the Flotilla, It was reorganiac
on a somewhat vwider basis than befors, RORGHUESE is an ambitious and abhle

‘of ficer, and he seems to have bzen determinzd to unitz under his own :

- command the majority of the surviving units of the Italian Naw, In addi-
tion, ‘the SaN MACO Rest of marins infantry was re~formed and came under
his command, thus constituting ths "Land Forcest section of.tae new F*otlllk--'

In October IFrince BCAGHTERE hafi an 1nt\rv1 ow with sdmiral DOET\'I"‘Z in BERLIN,
Agreement was reached that the major part of the naval section should come
under command of the German Navy for oneraticnal purposes, while the sabo-

_ tage personnel would operats under the genersl dlrection of jbhteilung II- of
v .- the sbwchr, Details of the agrioment are not known, ‘nor are the progortion:
bt of contrcl vested in the respective Italian and German authorities quite
' ' clear. :

C)

: o‘y November 1943 the process of reforming ths Flotilla was well under way.
arsonnal for the vclrious naval units had all Szpun to assemble and train, -
RO S The SAN MARCO Regt had begun a process of rapld expansion, By the beginning
bw. o - ¢ of the New Year the 3\RBA\RIGO and LUIO Ins were practically formed, and -

e the first months of 1911,4. gaw seven or c¢ight additional battalions in 'n'occsc
of fomation, Tais expansion continued rapidly during 1944, .

= By THE ¥RECENT COMPOSITICH OF THE FLOTILL:,
L ' 1, Headguarters Group, —
R ' The CO is srince BORGHESE himself. The Chief of Staff has been various:
reported as Commander AGOSTINI and Iieutenant Commander SCARELLI, both [ ..

officers clearly occupying important posts in the Hq of the Flotilla, . -
.\ .. Other personzlities mentioned as holding prominent positions are
Vel ~ Commander (?) TORTOR4 and Capt RICCIO.. ‘

2, Naval Sactien, . . |
© The CO cof trr s szetion is Commander ARILLO, It has been variously

Q R . I'O'\Ol"teﬁ ';: g as tl‘l > "Sezionb N.“Nilu,” “x LLXRE"" arld 20 Raggmpl’)a-
Py mento da Combattlnanto s X Flottiglia MiS." It is believed that the
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latter is the correct designation. Included in ARILIO's command are the
midget assault craft, the limpeteers (these nor now form an indspendent
unit directly under BOAMIERE) and the human torpedocs, as wall as KETBS.
Land Forces Saction (Marine Infantry)

This section of the Flotilla was wntil recently commanded by Commander
CaRALLO (or UOR;..JLp) “hen he was killed in Decomler 19/, vhile fixhtlnb
against the Fartisans, his post was, it is bc,llumd, taken over by :
Commander BIDESCHL.

The Land Forces scction is a formaticn of approximately divisional size.
It represents an expansion of the 82N MARCO Regts  The formation has heen
variously reported by Ilis as "Decima Di vi sione! (ives 10th Div); "Decima
(BORGHISE) DivisioneM; "Divisionc DORGIEDSEM; "Decima Divisione M.S"j; ‘and
1° Raggruppamento da Combattimente.! ' ‘

Frem further interrogation it szems clear that all the various names given
above do in fact refer to the same formationy and from a concensus of opini
amonz reliahle (s 1t scems that the correct title of the formation is
elther "I° Raggrupparento da Comhattimante! or "X Divisione" (10th Div).
The latter is inscrihed on the "shicld! wom by some members of the Land
Forces scction of the Fletilla on tadir left .m, but it appears that
gither is in fact valid.

“As at present constitutad, 10th Div comprises cne mokile infantry battaliern
(FULMINE); five infantry battalions (LU O, BLRBLRIGC, S GIUSTO, SLGITTAR
SCIRE); cne parachute infantry battalion (FCLGOAT or FOLGORT f1'); two

Cartillery battalions (S.N GIORCTIO and COLLEOFI); one assault ensineer
battalion (LUC. mRIGO - formerly V.Li"Gi); and cne enginser battalion
(FRECCIL); = 1.es a tot 1 of 11 uattzllono» There are in addition five

ncs ghould e regarded as

,doubtful untal conflrmnl. There is l.lo(') tw ViGi Bn, »Jucn is v*rooably
a headquarters controlling swimmer saboteursy the ViGi and FOLGORE Bns
(see above) are an expansion of the original NI in.

~ The FULMING Mohtile Bn of 300 Bersaslieri is reported refoming in the
VENETO af ter suffering heavy losscs in an aati~partisan action‘in January

19L5.

The LU0 Inf Bn, which fomed part of the old S.Y WA4RCO Marine Regty held
a sector on the SEINIO under comisnand of 3624 Inf Iiv during Fetruary, and
has now been withdravm to rest and reformm, reportedly at VICINZA.

The BiRBARIGO Inf Bn fought at the ANZIO beachhead vhere it suffered heavy
lossase It was engaced in mopping up operations in Iicdmont in July 1944
and azain in Lowbardy in December 1344 and has recently lest a prisoner
- who claims that it is under command of Lth Ircht Div south of INOLa. It
is said to consist of four companies each about 100 strong. ’

. The SN GIUSTC Inf Bn was formed in TRIZATS in Decemher 194) from local
personnel and was reported to be almost complste at VGNICT at the end of
February thlq years : - '

The SAGITTARIO Inf Bn was formed in (IBIMONT in De cw‘jcr 19l and was
reported to be leaving for the front in February 1945. The battalion
strength is thought to bz about 300,

The SCIRE Inf Bn agppears te be Stlll in the p”ocew cof foming. It is
allegedly intended to be 500 stron

The FOLGORE rrent Inf Bn was fomed from the disbanded FOLGORE Group in
October 194i. It comprises thre: companies of parachutse infantry, cach
company having one infantry, one ¥G and one AT platcon.and its total
strength is estimated at #00. Dopased in antd-Uartisan operations until
recently it has likewise heen ru[,c.rt«,\,,x ready to move to the fronts
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The §.07 (’IO 0TO AThky ™nois croditod with o nuater of 88 mmocuns hut its
amanent 1o more liked y o e oon the linss of that of the COLLIONT n. It,
too, igs reported as o cmndidate for the fromt. :

The COLLIONT arty @n was reoorted by 2 recent .77 to be in the arca TUGO,
ad 1ts armanint is s2id te incluwi: 45 mm and 1 wm mortars anld 75 mm
infantry suns.

Of thc ViLAGA or LUC. TLRIGO In e i3 »mo m. It 2 pcars to have some
kind of an assault en-incer 1o, and some of 1ts porsonnel attonded a
demoliticn couraz at IT70LO in ¥ay 194i. Its strorth is reported to he 60(

The PRICCTL “n; Dn about 300 strong was last reported near CONEGLILNO.

Other battaliens which "7Ts and refugees claim 4o have heard of incluile
EREFIS-TMA and 10th RISOIUTI Bns, but their existonce lacks confirmation,
The NI battalion now in the line on the SENTO east of LUGQ is presumably
analogous vith either the ViGi or FOLACRT Bns referred to above,

Up to the prasent neo headquarters ui‘ regimental size have been identified.
i )

The battalions "1"V° been used in wil ply separated arzas in an autonomous
rola,

The land seetion of 10th Flotilla 1.2 ccacs under the orders of the Figh
Command of the German .rmy (OKH) and, wmore directly, of the C - in C 87
It seems to wnjeoy a greater neasure cof indspondence than that allowed to
any other Republican units at prosent servin; with the Germans,

The battalions are armed with Ttalian weapens, and unlike the Fascist
Republican divisions, they <o not have pérmanont German liaison staffs
attachead, ,

If the statamunt of recent iVs be accepted, HOndHLSE has now under his
command upwards of 50,000 to 60,000 men.

(Sources Eighth Amy Intelligence Summary Ke. 696)




