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;%;;; S j‘ I have extruoted the following points from the

Eoo _ report on the interrogation of prisoners captured
e from MNAS 504 of the 10th LiaS Flotille, This voat ‘
TR . was sunk when axlpg e torpedo attack on ANZIO, The
.77 remainder of the Treport is of purely nsval interest..

"NAa5 504 was bascd on Li JPLLIi end lormed part
of the 10th Mu&_Flotilla under the nomiral commund
.of Capitunc di Tregata (Commander) Junlo Valerlo
BCRGHELRy who 1is &alreudy very well-kncwn for his
dctivities in connexion wlth Assault Craft, The
operationel conmand of the MAS has now devolved upon SRR
Cepiteno 41 Corvetta {Lt, Cdr,) Raffaello ALLEGRI, :~ . . SR
8 former submariner and und-in-Command at one time IR
to UNZO GROLS5I,.

The boat was maaned by a erew of 14 ltalien
ratings und two officers, Two Italian-snesking German
oL rutings were borne for W/T and V/S communications,
s - The Commending Officer wus 47-year-old Merohant
T Service skipper with experiencge of i3 in this and
the last war, : _

v This 43 1oft LA SPEZIA on the evening of &3rd
P March and proceeddd under cover of darkness to

B ‘ PORTC SANTO STsFANQ, Her Captala was new 1o her-

Lo and the crew, as he hud taken the place of her

i - S proper Commanding Offiger (AWENDOLIL) who hud gone
slek, at short notlice, It was the I'irst Lieutenant's
first patrol., One of the PQOiis, G4RACGICNE, was
himself a ¥A3 C,0, but uad usked to serve under ERE30HI
the C.04 Of 504 for thls patrol,

. From various stateuents mada it would anpear that
the [Mlotllla does not consist of more than 11 boats

in 3 squadrons, about  four of which are occasionally
oporational at the same timo.,iv“ 4'ﬁj5.
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TR - " The following nfficers of the Flotilla are still fﬁ
T T _ serving in it under.the Germens:. BORCHESE=ALLUGRI- R
U Y MAZBBANTI-ARILLG-GC INATO-UNGARKLL I—Jcm‘r.m‘mtu-smnmix- SR
b : DI ~FPFRATE-RICCI-BIVFICiNDI: while the following
*underwater” speclalists ure also with the Flotilla
© 4in one capacity or others 'BEILIGNI (stone-deef and 64
. . years cld) CCLONBINO -BAIOCCO- CCIONTO,

FEsCHI maintslined that DI AFFRATE, CARRACIONE
(p/W) end b imsalf vere tha three test MAS C,0,s left
e . in the Flotilla. ith the 10ts of 5C4, onlv nl
Jroo e o APFRATE now remujns.

A-ff - S Trere are apparently about 200 offidora still
e with tlie Flotilla, &ni the crews are mostly untrualned,

CR/Jvi FRESCHI summed up the situation of the :
romnants of tne 10th HAS Flotilla at LA SPKZIA in the
words,” #e have no food, no clothing, no suopllies and
10 confideacs™, avervthing is in short supply and is
dolad nut in nigguardly gqunantitles by the Germuans, o

FRESCHI himself appears to have remained with the
Flot1lla nwine te motives of miaauidoa patrioctism ang
pﬂIQQH@l dissasisfactlon,

o= Lfter ssrving for some months in the BI.ACK SEA.
a0t under NaGuDINO, where he won the iron Cross, he
S . 7 returned to IT.L¥ but wus given no leave and pnosted
R R ks instesd Immiediately to MASSINA in command of a MAS,
The hoat was zttucked by 2 Spitfires on znd August
1943, snd he himself was wounded, Ihe ¥4AS roturned
to MESZIMA and he went to hospitel at AYUILEIA, On
recovering from his wounds, he weni home to RUME on
" leave and returned to LA SFiZIA on 3rd September,
It was whille on hie way from LA SPRLIA to the MAS
base &t ANCONA with & convey of lorries carrving
dismantled Ma3 that he learned of the signing of the
armistice, He oould get no defiuite instructions
from anyone in . slucwh, £0 weut by rosd to ROLE vﬂere
he saw .dmiral FiRRLRI and wrote a repod$., He
returned to La SPULIA via £1C0NA and renOItod to
"BORGHROE, who guve him a occumend,
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(o when asked, he said he had no ccunles ta ut -
P throwing in his lot with the Cormans, since hvealg o
the Iing had lct hls country down, «nd hils comgence L

~ would net Lot uim fignt the Jermans alfter belng - |

- Allias «ith them Tov so long. He addad thet, I ‘ :

raleased, e woall gn sbtralsht hack o serve iny
MAS again,

P/lats comments showed glearly how great on
imprasslcou nad been mnde on Itallans in the Horth
of IT«LY by the statement pudblished in the llied
Prass concerning the nroposed Jdivision of the Italiley
Flzet, H#ven the sizht of Italicn warships flying
thelr ovii Tlud In MNAPLYS harhour &ni tne stalemoent
an aath of an Ttalisn Haval GPflcer welleknown to
him, hardlv a-~peareé to convince him, snd he said
that thils move had doue «uch tn s011dify sntiesllied
faeling In “iorthern ITALY,

The case of P/ GARRaCI0NE, however, was slightly
diferent, in tast he had been ziven the cholce of >
sorving with the Italian Heonublican Navy or molng to '
a concentrution camp in GERVANY,

LaldR )}

This P/VW was wery much more cheerful and lighte
hearted thzn FritiClidl, whose recital was Ireuuently
runotuated bv floods of weening,

There uppears tc te & good deal of internecine

scuabbllag anong ithe more senior Naval CGfficers in
Moarthern JTALY: GROLST for exaunle appears to be
out of ifavour with BOIGHLLE, The morale of the

. : majority of officers is definltely low as they know
they are fizhting for g lost cause, .8 FRUELCHT
put 1t, "iinety per =zent of them had no cholce, the
remaining 10 vur c2at wre hotheuds ("esaltuti"’

scecerding toe IMELCHI, MULSOLINI etill exilsts
as & "iorce™ bub he 1s never soen and his iafiuence
on arfalrs of State 135 taken for granted,”




