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HLMORANDUM FOR: C	 NAZ I WAR CRIMES DISCLOSURE ACT

DATE 2006
Chief, FPL G reup

Chief, Operations Croup

SUBJFCT:	 (- Nazi War  Criminals Investigation - Justice
Department Name 775- (777Tret	 Vincentas

. Brizgys, Janis . Vaseris, and Talivaidis
Karklins	 (U)

RLFLRFNCES:	 A. OGC 79-03562 dated 17 April 1979
B. Department of Justice request dated

4 Apil 1979 (OGC 79-03438 dated
12 April 1979)

C. OLC 77-4817 dated 4 November 1977

1. AA intensive search of the files and indices of this
Directorate has revealed the following infdrmation in addi-
tion to that already sent to your office as an attachment to
reference C concerning Vincentas Brizgys. Attached for your
retention is a DCD/(_ :3) memorandum ((t 11049-65) dated
) November 1)65, Subject:	 Case 46739 - Vicontas Brizgys,
!incr. Bisbu of Kaunas, Lithuania.	 In rogrd to paragraph
01 C..3-1049-65, Subject was never ca-ntacted by the [)CD/

(S)

This search revealed no evidence of any information
LouceTning Janis Vaseris and Talivaldis Karklins. 	 (U)

.1ttachments:/y
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C1.10+9-65

23 Nov 65

(

SUBJECT: Case 46739 	 Vicentas Brirgys, Former rishou ot
Lithuania

1. The followiog information concercing Biehop Vicentau
secured through peruonal interviews of usually rentable cont..uifJ o

DCS, and through a review of files availebi.:
the Chicago Office, VS Immigration and Naturalization Service.

2. Vicente@ Brizgya WWI born 10 Novelaber 1903 at Plyniai, Lithnt
which he listed as his official residence until July, 1927. His fatFer,
now deceased, was Mariclus Brizgys, who was also horn in P/yniai. His
mother, also deceased, wau Marya Vilkelis Drizgye. She was born at 14ok-
monys, Lithuania. There id no record of unv sisters. As of 11 Decemoer
1952, Bishop Britgys listed the following addreeseo for his brothers:

Simon Brizgya. 5423 South Francisco Avenue, Chicago, I/linois

Joseph Britgys. 2545 West Marquette Road, Chicago, Illinois

Peter Brizgys. 6840 South Campbe11 Avenue, Chicago, Illinoiv.

3. The 1964-65 Chicago Telephone Directory has no listing under
either Joseph or Peter Brizgys, but there in a listing under the neme of
Simon Brizgya at 6920 South Rockwell Avenue, Chicano, Illinois. '.'hen
number, 776-6062.

4. Bishop Britgya was ordained as a Romen Catho/ic priest
1927, and assigned as an Assistant Pastor in the Kelvorija,
parish from 1927 until 1930. From 1939 to 1935, he waa a ntudent
Rome, Italy and Perin, France, receiving his Doctorate in Philosophy acw
Canon Law. From 1936 to 1940, he wee a Profesaor ln a Catholic sr‘minery
in Lithuania. He wail appointed to the Titular See of Solana on 2 April
1940 and, on 19 May 1940, consecrated Biehop and assigned as Auxiliary
to Archbishop Metropolit of Kaunas. In 1944, Biahop Brizgys was sent to
Germany by the Gestnr). Fince the end of WW II, Mellon Britgya hes becn
Bishop of Lithuanian Refugees in Exile in Europe, USA and other co,Antrieo.
In 1952, he was accepted for Ecclesiastical Service in the Archdiocese of
Chicago, Illinois.

5. The above information concerning the affiliation of Bishop BrizgyL.
with the Roman Catholic Church Was contained in a statement signed by Jose.011
J. Skvircekef, Archhinhop of Kaunas, under date of 16 June 1952, and in
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another statement by Samuel Caudinal Stritch, Archbinhop of Chicago,
under date of 9 Hey 1952. Because of the writine, the last four lez:ters
in the name Skvircekei may not be accurate.

6. Bishop Brizgya listed his address from July 1944 until Aegust
1951 as 7 Alter Kornmarkt, Regensburg, Germany. In another document ; he
showed his addrees during the period of October 1948 to January 1949 Lie
c/o Sisters of the Precious blood, Yonkere, Now York. Prom Auguot, 1951
to October, 1951 he was in Venezuela. He arrived in the US on 3 Octoc.r
]951, and maintained a reaidence with Revereod Stanley Valuckis, Chaplain
of St. Casimir g s Academy, 671)2 South Rockvell Avenue, Chicago, It/Lucie.
This in either a part of, or affiliated with, Maria High School, 6727 S.
California Avenue, Chicago.

7. Records indicate that Bishop Brirgys first entered the US at: La
Guardia Airport, New York on 29 October 1948 as a nonimmigrant visitor.
He departed New Yowl( on 24 July 1949. He 'stated that, during this period,
at the invitation of Bishops, be visited Lithuanian parishes in the USA
and Canada, speaking about Communism in Europe. He reentered the US at
New York on 3 October 1951 and departed 3 January 1952 at New Orlesne.
He entered again at Miami on 6 February 1952 as a non-immigrant visiwr and
departed at New York on 17 Hay 1952. On 4 July 1952, he entered t■ US
at La Guardia as a non-immigrant visitor and a guest of Cardinal Stritch
of Chicago. He was granted the priviledge of preexamination and isevee A

non-quota immigration via', at the US Consulate in Windsor, Ontario on 11
December 1952, and reentered the US kt Detroit, Michigan on the same Ow/.

8. An I & NS Reentry Permit granting Bishop Brizgye permisnion to
visit Colombia and Venezuela indicates that the Bishop returned to the
at Miami, Florida on 9 December 1954 and 13 'August 1955. There is no
record of departure dktes, or the actual country, or countries visited.

9. When Bishop Brizgys first entered the US, he was carrying Pena-
port No. 243. issued to Bishop Vincenzo Briegys by the Vatican, Rome, Ttely
under date of 16 April 1947, and valid until 30 June 1953.

10. Bishop Briegya was naturalized as a US citizen at Chien°,
Illinois on 1 April 1958, Certificate number 7884358, Petition number 380884.
As of 17 November 1965, his reaidence is in the Holy Cross Hospital, 2701
West 68eh'Street, Chicago, Illinois 60629. Thin hospital is owned and
operated by the Sisters of St. Cesimir, the uarnt Roman Catholic Re'igioue
Order which operates Maria High School.
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11. Informants etate( that Bishop Beiteye is well regarded te
Chicago area. It ie telieved that he was deaignated by the Pope !
maintain contact %lilt Lithuauien refugees in iuropu ond Nora iJ ee e
America but, in 1964, responsibility for Lithuanian refugees in eueop,
was given to another Bishop. Bishop Brizgys may have contacts with
Lithuanians in Argentina, Brazil, Colombia and Venezuela, se well as
with those in the US and Canada. lie is now in attendance at the Ecumen-
ical Council in Rome. Whether or not he will return to Chicago im-
mediately after the Council is adjourned on 8 December 1965, is unknown.

12. Three priests and two reporters from Lithuania are now in Rome,
and it is believed that Biahop Brizgys has been unsuccessful in his efferee
to secure information from them. One of the priests is believed to be
a Communist sympathizer, and the other two priests are afraid to discusa
the Lithuanian situation when anyone else is present. An unidentified
Roman Catholic priest now in Gary, Indiana, who was a classmate of one
of the prieets from Lithuania attending the Ecumenical Council, was elpo
unsuccessful in hie efforts to get information from his classmate.

13. The following excerpts are from letters, dated 27 December 1962
and 1 February 1963, to the Honorable Robert Kennedy, US Attorney Generel,
by Charles R. Allen, Jr., 120 Grant Avenue, East Rockaway, New York:

"Prelate Vincent Brizgys, now Bishop Brizgys 6f Chicago, Illinois

"It has been charged that he is geilty of having collaborate,:
with the Nazis during the period when by deliberate design the Germans
imposed the notorious Oat Land 'formula' on the Baltic Countries of
Lithuania, Estonia and Latvia which openly aimed at exterminating all
Jews, Gypsies and Shiva in that area."

"On page 4 of my Dec 27, 1963 letter to you, I noted the case
of Prelate Vincent Brizgys, now Bishop Brizgys of Chicago, Illinois, nnd
charged with having committed war crimes in his native Lithuania. 1 am
enclosing a photostatic copy of a top secret SS Operation Report issued
on August 16, 1941 by the Chief of SIPO (Security Police) and the SD
(Security Service) of the SS. This SS reports based in turn from
other operetional reports of the Nazi Eineatzeruppen in Lithuania, and,
in the description of the SS report by the United States Army's Office of
Chief of Counsel for War Crimes on March 27, 1947, dealt with persecution
of Jews, atrocities egaiust civilians, anneention of conquered territory
and anti-Partisan activity.
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"In summarizing the contents of this top secret SS report, the
American prosecution at Nuremberg commuted as follows: Page 16: Con-
cluding a report on religious affairs, it is stated that Bishop Brizgys
has forbidden all clergy to aid Jews in any way. Then follows under the
head of executive activity, a detailed lint of rersons liquidated during
the 22 July to 2 August -	 -

"I should like to note that upon the completion of thie current
series of articles of mine, they shall be reprinted in the form of a
pamphlet. Then, an extended, book-length treatment will b. published
both here in this country add abroad. I do hope that I shall be able to
secure the official position of your Department in these matters."

14. The series of articles mentioned by Mr. Allen were iseued by
the Committee Againet Nazism and Anti-Semitism, room 732, 1133 Broadway,
New York 10, New York.

15. Mr. Allen was advised by the Office of the US Attorney General
that Bishop Brizgys had acquired US citizenship and there is no evidence
upon which this citizenship may be revoked. Chicago area informants
scoffed at the allegation by Allen.

16. Efforts to secure a copy of the Allen pamphlet titled, "Want
War Criminals in Our Midst", will be continued.

17.r.	 DCS, has had no contact with Bishop
Vicente. Briegys. Request for security : . clearance will be submitted
and, if cleared, Bishop Brizgys will be contacted upon his return to
Chicago from Rome, for whatever reportable information he may have. An
effort will also be made to identify and interview the priest in Gary,
Indiana mentioned in paragraph 12.

- end -
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1a:.71ira1 Stansir iold Turner
fti.cecLor
Centrel IntelligewJe Agency
Uashington, D. C. 2056-

Dear Admiral Turner.:

As you may Eiv•, ay Subcohmlittee on Immigration, Citizenship, and
Int.ornational Law hos been conducting for some tim2 its own oversight

reg:,rdin9 various ollcqed Nazi war criminals who are
currently residin9 in the United State.

.11). order to assi!..t us in ow investigation, rwould respectively
re,;u,..!st a detailed report (inclndinq a summary thereof) on :',11
Wi is it: 	 on 'conc. , rning the enclosed list
li adilition, I would r'equest 	 Subcommittee staff nave ;:c,:c.s
all inforwatiou in ClA's files wnich relate to these individuls. It is

u:iderstz,6ing that agency officials. have discussed th:s 1E:Ater tod:ly
wiih	 of roy staff am! tht. tentative arrange:lents have been

ont to Kfit. ,.!ct the confid,rntiality of inforF,ation contained in
files Which relate to CIi our(:es or methods of operation. .

•,
I vould	 requ.est that yoo personally provide me with a complete

bri,fiw! as soon as possible rc5irding any CIA relatior.ships with, or
iuforwation in Your possQs:ion on, the following individuals:

. 1. ,ARTUZVNI,
k,

e,i)i	 2.A/PPIJANJUK, Oidm aka DENJAWUK, Iwan aka GROZNY, Ivan
1,1;I .1 (Ivan Inc Thr(ible)
r.j it 3"DETLLV5c

,	 ry6.!or aka FEUrENDO, Feoder Dimitrievich
ako	 Fmk:- oka SERDIUVladimir

5. .11AN. !:ouL,t !oLy
44..A.....■.•■■■•

6•	 V:	 iris": .11

	

•	 10s aka U,',INSKAS,	 /

ry;,Ha aka • il:ALCZU1:, rykola
aka KM.:ALCZUK, S•rhij

1010tAIN'IU, Edilars aka LAIFENIEi:S, Edgar aka BUSCH,
Edgars

11. kr%1K,TIYIS. Vc.;ftslavs

'	 •	 .	 -

tr. tr )
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