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THE DEFPARTMENT OF STATE, WASHINGTON.

-PRIQRITY

- O 1105119

SUBJECT:

INTERNATIONAI TWWESTIGATIHNG COMMITTEY OF FREE JURISTS

There i3 transmitited herewith s letter dated J 2rd which
I have received from Dr. Theo F¥iedenau, Head of the C ttes of
Free Jurists,

st week I talked at some length with Dr. Friedenau about the
International Investigating Committee of Free Jurists which was set

- up during the International] Congress of Free Jurists hers in Berlin

in July 1952, Dr. Friedenau mfom}xﬁ me that he had just returned
from Amsterdam where his Committee’had begun its work amd that the
Committee was already oebing with considerable intereat both in
Amgterdam ahd in other countries of Europe where many people fesl
that its objective in fighting inJustice with justiee is the ans Ir
to international Communism, Dr. Friedenau is so encouraged with the
response received in Western Europe that he hopes that in time simi-
lar Commitlees may be set up in South America and particulsrly in
Agia,

It will be obgerved that the memorandum which he handed me ssts
forth messures which the Free Jurists desire to take in order to
achieve their purposes.

I believe that Mr. George Maurice Morris, American Security
Building, Washington; D. C,; a lawyer and former President of the
Amsriean Bar Assoclation; who attended the Free Jurlsts Congress
held last summer, would be interested in seeing Dr. Friedenau's
memorandufi,

Dr. Friedenau tells me that in spite of the inereasing restrictions
against visiting West Berlin which are beirng placed on EBast Zone and
East Berlin regidents, the number of East Germans working for the
Gommittee and vwisiting it here in Wost Berlin has actually increased,
This in Dr. Friedenau’s opinion proves that Communist terrorism can be
met successfully by the conceptlions of justice which is the basis of
the activities of the Commitiee of Free Jurists.
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UNTERS UCHUNGSAUSSC HUSS
Freiheitlicher Juristen der Sowjetzons

Abteilung: - The Chairman Janary 22, 1953

ER1IVAZE

Mr, Cecil B, Lyon

3 Director

ke HICOG = Berlin Element
170 8layallee
Berlin-Dahlem

Dear Mr. Lyon:

Referring to our conversation during Mra. B, Dulles® Berlim visit,
I take the liberty to encloss a Memorandum,

' Ag Mrs, Dulles explicity asked me, whother I saw any possibility
of meeting further Boviet progress in Eastern and South-Eastern Ewrope,
I believe that the saompetent suthoritles of the State Departmsnt will
be interested in the suggestions which are contained in the ¥emorandum,
Therefore, I should deeply appreciate it if you could submit the em-
closed Memorandum to the competent guthorities amd if you could fwrther-
more emphasize, in doing so, that a qulck decision should be made, in
order not to diminish the good prospects for the susceas of our plans
which have been resulting from the Imternstional Congress of Jurists.
The enclosed Memorandum is an elaboration of the notes which you re=
ceived . uring Mrs. Dulles' visit Lo Berlin,

Expreseing my most devoled thanks for the intersst which you heve
taken in our work, I remain,

Very truly ymirs ?

3 Fricdenau
(L. Thee Frisdensu)
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THE CONCEPT OF JUSTICE BECOMES A WEAPON IN THE COLD WAR. A PROPGSAL
FOR THS BSTABLISHMENT OF AN INTERNATIONAL INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE OF
PRES JIRISTS .

FUBAMENTALS s

This semeranium is based upon the eonviction that ons of the weakagt points
of the structure of the Balshevist regime has hitherto been neglaeied hy
the Free World, 1.e., the logieal consequencs thet in any Bolshevigt siake
injustice must eventually evolwe into a system of govermment. Ths work of
the West Berlin Investigating Committes of Fres Jurists has showm that as
applied to the Soviet Zome of Oormany, the concept ef law gan bs a power
that is gapable of foreing Commmist rulers to be on the defensive. This
is demonstrated not cnly by eutbursts of hatred and imhnman treatment en
the part of Soviet Zone anthorities directed against those people whe, by
cooperating with the Investigating Committes, show their loyalty to the
concept of justice, but also by such asts of violsnve as the kidmapping of
Dr., Walter Linse, a member of the investigating Committes. Despite theme
measures, the number of those working for the Commitiee and of iis wisitors
coming from the Soviet Zone has not decreased, but rather

that Communist terrorism oan be met successfully by ths power of the som-
cept of justice. (More than 100,000 people from the Seviet Zoms hawe Wiail-
ed the Comnittee’s offices during the three years of its existense, Thow-
sanis of regular Soviet Zone collaborators coming from all walks of jifse,

' including governmemtal officials, cooperate in the work of the Cemmities 9

Detalls on the principles governing the Cogmitiee's activitios may We sesn

. from the enclosed articls. These experiences aa well as the susouss of

the International Congress of Jurists held in West Berlin some mouths age
upon the initiative of ths Investigating Committee of Free Jurists prews
that the work of the German Investigating Committes and expansiom of this
work to a world-wide basis strengthens the concept of justise in emmrting
an sver-incressing pressure on Bolshevist terrorism. Is the lomg rwm, the
comsept of justiee will mitigate the consequences resulting from Commsnists
acts of injustice by leasening their efficiency, and thus will hellp the
people living im the countries be the Iron Curtain. For the reslimstiom
of these idems, the establishment of an International Investigating Com-
mittes of Free Jurists is proposed. Sush & Comnittes should be cemprised
of two sub-organigations: The Coumcil of Exiled Juriats, which should be
concernsd with the eountries behind the Iron Curtain; and the Imternstional
Commission of Jurists at The HBagus, which should have the tasks of awousing
the conscience of the Free World and the creatiom of a united fromt utilis-
ing the concept of Justice to fight the Bolshevist reginme nh:l.eh is based
upon injustice. (The latter organization has been founded and has begun
its activities; aided by rather limited finaneila) support.
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The objectives of this Counsil should be the following: Intimidatiom

of the ruling authorities; increasing the instabllity of the regime

by planting fear among the ruling authorities that one day they will

‘be called upon to account for their actions of injustiee; informing the
world that date concerning these actions is being assembled by the Coum-
eil; and last, but not least, strengthening the resistance of Sovist

Zons people by giving them instructions concerming what they ean do te
defend themselves sgainst sctioms of imjustise. The first steps in the
activity of this Council of Exiled Jurists were taken hy the Internaties-
al Congress of Jurists which, in July 1952, offieislly estabiishad that
organization. The International Council of Exiled Jurists should fallaw

" prineiples similar to those followed by the West Berlin Investigating

omnittee of Free Jurista, i1.e.; questioning all refugees coming fyom
Satellite countries, drawlng up indietments, giving advice axl instruct-
fjong to the population, eta. Rach country should be representsd by an
sminent exils Jurist; if possilble, each country should have representa-
tives of several branches of justice sdminigtration. *National Investi-
gating Comaittees” should not be established, since the entirs system
of injustice is being directed from Mogcow and the fight against it shoudd
be conducted on a supra-national basis, The population of the coumiriss

;behind the Irem Curtain should bs informed by Redio Pree Europs, the

 Yolce of America, the EEC, ete., of the results of the Coumoil's work
{indictments, advice, proclamations, warnings).- Further, lesflsts and
air-ballooms should be used as information medis. The esatrsl offices

of the Counail should he situated near the frantier of the Irex Curtain
‘{Proposal - Munich). Msabers of the Council should be lecated wherever
refugess arrive from Satellite countries in axder effesetively 1o eollect
data concerning asta eof injustios gommiited dehind the Iren Curtalam,
Fersonnel to eomdust confidential work should be resruited within er _
infiltrated into ihe Satellite couhtries., Flans to this and exist. They
‘sannot be effected however, as there are no funds available at yresent,

The sectry. sub-organigation of the Internations]l Investigating Committes
of Free Jurists, the Internations) Commission of Jurists, was alwo ap-
pointed by ths Imternational Cangress of Jurists in July 1952 (over ome
hunired promiment lawyers and jurists from 43 netiong sttended). The
evidence which was studied by the Congress repulted in sn wmistekahle
conslusion: Under Communist rule the rights of the Smdividual in 4}
fields of Justids have been systamatically destroyed, snd the admini-
‘gtraticn of law as it is Xnown in the West has bsen replaced ky arbitrary
£iat governsed by the eurrent axpediency of totalitarian pellwy.

The conclusions af the Congress were published in an impressive bogk sn~
titled "Injustice as a System”. The destrustion ef all civil l{berties
within the Scviet sphers, the elimination of the independenee of the
judieiary, the imposition of a system of foreed labor, the wrbitrary
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sxpropristion of pa-ivatel,y owned property, the denlal of any legal pe-
dress in most cases - all these are outlined in great detail and supe

ported by complete documentation., Where the law itself produces #lie
injuatice, the actual statute is reproduced, with annotations, Where
the law 12 arbitrarily end systematically avoided, reeords of court
proceedings and awern affidavits of seores of individual cases are
supplded. The Congress closed with the eatablishment of a Permansnt
Cammittee, composed of six prominent jurists. This Permanent Cem~ .
mittee i3 being financed from the remaining funds granted by an Amexrigwn
foundution for the Congress, This Permanent Committes is to be expunded
into the International Commission of Jurists degeribed above,

The main task of the International Commission of Jurists iz to defend the
basic coneept of law sgainst its being destroyed within a system of in-
Justice and to preserve and further develop those principles of justiee
which, through eenturies, have been esgtablished in civilized countriss.

The Qojmission must base its work on the firm conviction that life is mot
worthwhile without certain minimum legal rights which have been recognised
as "human rights® in all eivilized countries. Therefore, one mmat Wby
only defend these minimum rights where they still exist, but one amel alse

do everything pessible to win then back where they have been lost.

The following are measures which should be taken in order to ascomplish
this plan:

1. Inform the Free World of all cases of systeamatie imjustiew and
the development of justice administratlom in the sountries behind
the Iron Curtain by means of:

(a) submitting documentury material (assemdled by the Iwtew-
national Commission of Jurists) to all participants in
the International Congress of Suriats, and to sweh persons
whose interest might be aroused, espeeially editorial stafthe
of legal periodical politicians, competent comittess of
the United Nations and numerous private internatiomal ergsmi-
zations,

(b) publication of a weekly or menthly bulletin containing the
most pertinent informption converning the developmsat of
juatice adminigtration in Eastern Burope, easays by pewomi-~
nent pcholars on the subject of justiee, proposals and pube
gestiona for informetiv: work, ete,

{¢) publication of the results of the work carried on by the
Committees for Public Law, Civil Law, Labor Law and Crimimsl
Law, which will be based upon documentary material, The
results should also be propagated by confereneces attended

by jurists, representatives of professional organlzatioms, ete.
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(e}
(£)

(g)

organigation by the mational secretariss of the Inter=
naticnal Commisgion of Jurlists of speech tours and eon=- :
ferences to be hald by prominent jurists in exile, Sush

tours and conferences sculd be arranged either by the

national branch organizations of the Imternational Cem-

mission of Juriste itself or by other interested organi-

sationa,

creatlion of gtuly-eireles, espeeislly among ansicmio Youthj

subuitting dosumentary material to institutions threughout
the world to foster contimmed study of problems concerning
injustice in the countriss behind the Iren Curtain.

supperting the publieation of seientifie and infeornstive
pamphlets on thia subjeet.

Fight the infiltratiom into the Fres World of suoh ideclsgias
which gupport the system of Injustice by means of:

(=)

(v)

rendering studied opinions concerning pelitical events vhieh
infivence the intermaticnal develophsat of law,

opiniens conserning eongresses ani other aetivittn of 3I==
dicial organisations when they are used for palitical pwr-~
poaes,

denouncing evident acts of injustioce somitted by governmeota
throughout the Soviet sphers,

Suppert all exdeavors which oppose the further meglest of inter-
pationally recognized pr:l.mi.plqa of law by means ofs

(a)

(v)

supporting the werk of those institutions serving thame pup-
poses, sueh as the Inveatigabing Committes of Free Jurisis
and the Coumoil of Exiled Jurists.

informing jurists living behind $he Iren Gurtais of the tiwe
meaning of justice in the Free World in order to prewsat thews
Jurists from heing influsnced solely by ldeas supporSing sywte-
matic injustise. Imternationslly reecogmized experts on law de-
longing to the Intermationzl Gemmisgion of Jurists should sem-
pure the development of the sdministratiom of Justiee in the
Fras World with dlet ix the countries Wehind the Irea Curtuis,
sither in speeial radie brosdeants (Redio Fres Burope, Veles

of America, EiC) or in lsaflsts, They should

ariticize the slleged "new idess of law" mﬁd Wy the
Communists.







