. - - ee’
T Gou. R : ' oW BMA-8763
. ~ wwaheo v I T T ‘_;“\.‘:s"‘\! -
& Chief of Base, Berlin .t R
i Chief of Base, Munich INFO: ER
k& ' COM

Operational /CART
Deutscher Huchring

References - A. BRIN 1175, 12 October 1953
B. BRIN 1256, 19 October 1953
C. BRIN 1365, 29 Cctober 1953
D, EGBA 8751, 19 October 1953

1. Forwarded horewith as Attaciment "A" is CASTONE 4's report on
the Deutscher Buchring, which was investigated per referemce requests.

2. The LV was queried but hed no inforsation on this firm.

= b. There were no treces at HUB or CIC Negion IV on the persons with Munich
. backgrounds mentioned in ECBA 8751.
: 3. Also forwarded as Attacitment "B" (for BOB only) is & copy '

o of the LESZRING ILLUSTRIRRTE, which is the official advertisement baok-
s let forthe Deutscher Buchring. Page 2 shows the conditions for member-
: ship.
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1. ThY Deutacher Bushring,-G.mh.Y., formerly located at Sonnenstrasse 12, Munich,
is now at Frit Until hpril 1953, the Deutscher Buch-
ring operated as ghe private f. “Deutscher Buchring, “RNST & Co,," a continuation
of the firm ERNSY & Co. RudolfJERNST, merchant, Munjci. 7, Beyerhofstrasss 20/I1 and
trm Wilhelmine nee , merchant, Munich 9, Reichenbachatrasse 21/1T1

were the ownerd of the firm.

2, On 16 April 1953 ERNST and Frau WEBER foyjced the corporation Deutscher Buch-
at the office off the Notary Public (2 ) ; _Mupioh, Neuhayssrstreasne

rin
%eén. er)u , publishér, ch/Allach, Trumppstrasme 7, was in-
,alled as ector of the Deutscher Buchring, G.:i.b.H, This arrangement made it
definite that the shares of the Company would be in Dr, BOHNENBERGER's control. This
is the explanation which BOHNINBERGER made to the Industrie und Hendelskasmer, Munich,

3. The undertaking encompasses: book publishing, guide books, export and retail
book sales, i.e., especially those activities carried out under ie former private
firm known as Deutscher Buchring, EBN3T & Co,

L. Among other things the contract states that: in the evesd that thers is more
than one director of the organization, two of these together or ame together with an
agent with power of attorney have right of representation, In the event of liquida-
tion of the corporation, any one single director has the right df sole representation
and authority.

5., Each of the associates in the corporation, i.,e., ERNST and WEBER, hold ori-
ginal shares in the amount of DM 10,000 (a total of L¥ 20,000). The original company
shares were arranged in such a way that the associates were able to carry over the
assets and lisbilities of the private firm ERNST & Co. when the Deutscher Buchying,
G.m.b.H,, was formed,

6, Assets of the firm ERNST & Co, on 1 April 1953:

Business Equipment 11,065,65 ™
Copyright 1.00
Stock on Hand 19,318.10
Outstanding claims 43,289.48
Bank Balance 641.93

Cash on Hand %,23
TOTAL 74,600,48 DH




? : 7. Lliabilities of the firm ERNST & Co, on 1 April 1953:
:’_ N

Original Capital 20,000.00 DM
: Savings Account 17,118,45
L., . Payments on Account 7,659.23
. Debts 60
“‘ TOTAL 7h,600,48 DM

BN . 8, The following is from a ort of the ustrie und Handelskammer, Munich,
b dnted 11 May 1953, signed by(Dr OLFERSTAETTER /{4 4ddressed to the Lower Court of
. K\mich, Handelsregister, Pris T8 I'TH

"The turnover of the firm ERN3T & Co. in 1952 amounted to DM 216,000,

‘ In March 1953, i.s., shortly before the formation of the firm Deutscher
. ’ Buchring, the turnover was DM 34,000, The firm engaged approximately
e twenty-five employees., At this time there were approximately 20,000

A members who had taken out subscriptions. By means of a loan of IM
250,000 obtained in April or May, about 30,000 more members were to
be gained, Another 30,000 subscriptions were to be alloited through
the Lesering das Bertelmannbuch (sic). These subscribers are
scattered all over Germany. Through these means the Deutscher Buch-
ring hopes to reach a membership of 80,000."

The strength of the membership to date has not yet been made known,

9. CASTONE 4 states that he could posaibly determine the source of the loan of
DM 250,000 in a secure manner. £

k)
10. ZBNST possesses a GernaJP Y 0 888, issued op 28 Jlnuga 1%53
p Frau wm possesses a German arte

by_Lhe Stadtxat,
No, B VI 15362, issued in 1945 he Polizeiprassidium, Munich,

11, CASTONE 4 received most of this information from a §EP?
Amtsgericht (Handelsregister section), Munich, who also allowed access to the
register. LUTTNER Jnows neither CASTONE L's neme nor occupation, Another source
of information was & girl, name unknown, who is employed in the Industrie und
Handelskammor, Munich, Masimilianstrasse 7.

R

12, Discreet surveillance of the Deutscher Buchring premises on 10 November ;
1953 disclosed that the following vehicles parked there: ,:

: AB 52 8246 - Volkswagen delivery truck AB 53 8182-Volkswagen sedan
B 47 3572 ~ Opel Olympia sedan AB 53 6096-Volkswagen sedan
i AB 53 8187 - Volkswagen delivery truck AB 53 5322-Volkswagen sedan
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