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C:	 Report on SSD Censorship Methods

1. C: 2.:lwas debriefed by °ADROIT on 3 Deceator 1953
on methods employed WSW censorship inetaaations WAS - At

fuer Jaiti-Cesekratisohe). /be report mas subsequiary
i r', - ,r sisho in turn handed it over to the

undersigned later in the month.

2. The report was originally delivered to CI__
for his use and simultaneously copies were circulated among the
CAR? section, Within QUM" and to such other parties as have a
direst interest in these waters.

3. Since it is felt that certain details of the operative
methods employed by SSD censors as be of interest, copies of the
translated report are being forwarded herewith for the information
and disposition of the recipients.
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Source was up to too time of her flight a letter-opener in the
Goerlits A:AS (AYAt. - Ant fuer Anti -Demokretische Sendunro) office
and was consequently an eigriee or the SSD with the rank of Oefreiter
(private first class). Ehe is 18 years old and slakes atmoicWaior -
able impression. Her statements appear to be credible and are convincing.

She claims that she became an employee in AfAS in 1950 at a tine
when She had been without work for a considerabie period of tine. Without
realising that she was dealing with an official of the SSD, she was told
that she would be taken into the postal service.

The Goerlits AfA5 office is located in a separate part of the
Goerlits post office. Its employees are outwardly postal workers, but
are nonetheless subordinate to the SSD. At the beginning, part of their
salaries was paid by the postal administration, he remainder after deduc-
tions was then renittvd to therm by mail. At the present time, payment of
one's entire salary is made by the SSD.

The following persons belonF to the official activities of an AYaS
office: sorters, openers, readers and copyists.

Experienced sorters develop with practice an acute sense of touch.
They supposedly can ascertain by a cursory exterior examination of lottery
with their hands that the contents probably consist of printed matter (or
'inflammatory propaganda*, as source calls it). .In the largest censorship
office, Berlin W la, to whicb source was detailed for it period, an experienced
sorter can pick out sons 300 pieces of printed natter a day. The conditions
which betray letters picked out in this manner are their being too thick, too
thin, or too smooth which makes these pleats of mail comspiauous. Source
mentioned as an example that in normal letters the letter paper mast usually
be folded in order to confore to the shape of the envelope. Printed matter,
on the contrary, lies flat in the envelope. It is therfore recommended that
printed matter on one side be provided with a specie/ fold. Further, the
question of addresses and handwriting piers a large role in the process of
sorting. 'Professional' handwriting almost always falls into the clutches
of the ',snooper' who supervises the censors, and nearly always successfully
(i.e., there is propaganda or other illegal material in the envelope).
Source stated in a convincing fashion that she recognised the handwriting
of a number of pieces of mail placed before her (at the tine of her debrief-
ing by CABBOIT). As a matter of fact, in one case the handwriting was that
of a woman who had been active for (GADWIT) for quite some time, and was
known to Fcr.-(menber of the CADROIT staff). It also appears certain that
too frequent use of refined baadwriting is suspicious, and that the happy
medium lies between truly primitive and reflood handwriting. Source also
reoommended that greater use be made of the term 'Family" both in addresses
and return addresees. In addition to the necessary improvement in the
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quality of our connunicationa, it is also worth7 of our consideration
that addresses without the first name be permitted only as a last
resort.

The letternopenern in tin nournits Aril!) office wwic It tables, the
(surface of which has (spaced holes. neneath there is a heater with water
whioh is constantly in opnretinn. 	 closn place' between tne stream and
the letter to be opened assures the uniforn effect of the steam.
Experienced openers c4n unseal none Int/lettere an hour. The supreme
commandment for all openers is that they leave no trace of their tampering.
In this memos they must proceed with entree* caution. kurthermore, all
seals unich have been pasted on must le replaced in their proper place.
Envelopes which are damaged in opening nest be destroyed. Those which
ton be opened only with great difficnIty or not at all are on the other
hand forwarded without any censorship. Source mentions as-exanples,
envelopes the glue of (enich contains fish derivatives or egg whites.
This is doubtless	 indication of the possibility of obtaining correspond-
ing envelopes at Least for our special letters. Also long and over-used
envelopes almost certainly escape censorship, since the process( of opening
them is too tedious and complicated. Lettere are re-sealed with paste,
and thereafter placed briefln ender a greet in order to remcw the tell-
tale waves in the paper caused by the steam. Nevertheless, if yot hold the
front of the envelope up to strcnig light, you can under certain circumstances
recognize the impression of the letter wnich was lying on top of it. The
nee of strips of maned paper was not customary in noerlits, and furthermore
was unknown to the source of this report. nnarts lamps are in use only in
the larger &rAs offices such as n --sden, for example.

There is nothing particular to be said about the reading and evaluation
of letters. Objectionable pasragea Are of course routed to the attention of
the SSD. Source Wales to knew that in special cases, if they believe they
have stumbled upon the track of an espionage or resistance group, lettere
ars forwarded in order not to arouse any suspicion of surveillance either
in the sender or the recipient.

A possibility worthy of mention is represented by the camouflage of
special letters as "love lettere d, . These normally pass through unopened.
They fall into the clutches of he censors only when the openers evince
a direct personal interest in them. betters of coadolence are now generally
opened, allegedly becelse of their frenuent use by West Berlin organisatioem.

Intermitter also VAS the statement rude by source that in Ocerlits
letters forwarded by the night deliveries were not usually censored because
of lack of time and personnel. The question remains open whether it also
bolds true for other cities, and whether or not our people, if the occasion
should arise ought to be given this piece of advice, to use late mane
boars as well as Saturdays and nundays tor posting letters. Special delivery
and registered letters are likewise censored.
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The main problem of the !;oviut l'Ans mail censorship is tho lack of
pernonnel. Theeretioally all pieces of mall are summed to be censored.
tinder present circumstances, however, this is not possible. The people
employed are regularly subjectsd to schooling and training. hithin the
poet canoe building, the regular postal employees shun the personnel of
tho APAS office.
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