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C Report on SSD Censorship Methods

1. € I was debriefed by GADROIT on 3 Deceaber 1953
on nethods employed by SSD censorship imatallatioas (AFAS - Amt
fuer Anti-Desclaatische )e The report was subsequenily
iﬁiﬁ'ﬁ'm:% e

2 turn handed it over to the
undersigusd later in the month,

2. The repart was oxriginally delivered vo T — -
for his use, and simultansously copiss were circulated among ths
CART section, within GAINATN, and to such other psrties as bave
direst intereat in these matters.

3. Snce it is felt that certain details of the operative
mathods eaployed by S5D censors may be of interest, copies of the
tanslated report are being forvarded herswith for the information
and disposition of the recipients. !
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‘Sourcs was up to the time of her iight a letter-cpener in the
Gosrlits A7AS (AFA® = Amt fuer Anti-Deackratische Smdagu) office,
and wvas consequently ah employe® o ¢ SG @ I of Qefreiter
(private first class). She is 18 ywars old and makes a tasically Tavor-
able impression., Her statemsats appear to be credible and are convincing.

She claims that she became an employes in AFAS in 1950 at a time
when she had been without work for a consideravie period of time. Without
realising that she was dealing with an official of the 550, she was told
that she would be taken iato the postal servioce.

The OQoerlitz AFAS office is located in a separate part of the
Gosrlits post office. Its employees are ocutwardly poetal workers, tut
are noastheless subordinate to the SSD. At the beginning, part of their
salaries was paid by the postal administration, the remainder after deduc-
tions was then remitied to them by mail, At the present tims, payment of
one's entire salary is made by the SSD.

The following persons belong to the ofifoial sctivities of an AFAS
office: saorters, opensrs, readers and copyists.

Exparisnced sorters develop with practice an acuts sense of touch.
They suppossdly can ascertain by a cursory exterior exaaination of lettere
with their hands that the contents probably consist of printed matter (or
*nflanmatory anda®, as source calls it). . In the largest censorship
office, Berlin N L, to which source was detailed for a period, an experienced
sorter oan pick out some 300 pieces of printed matter a day. The conditions
wbich betray letiers picked out in this manner are their being too thick, too
thin, or too smooth which makes these pieces of mail comspicuous. Source
nentioned as an example that in normal letters the letter paper wust uweually
be folded in exder to conforw to the shape of the eauvelope. Frinted matter,
on the contrary, lies flat in the envelope. It is therfore recommended that
printed matter on one side be provided with a special fold. Further, the
question of addresses and bandwriting plays a large role in the prooess of
sorting. "Professional” handwriting almost always falls into the clutches
of the "snoeper® who supervises the censors, and nearly always sucoessfully
(1.0., there is propeganda or other illegal material in the euvelope).
Source stated in a caivineing fashion that she recognized the handwriting
of a mumber of pisces of mail placed defore her (at the time of her debrief-
ing by CADROIT). As a matter of fact, in one case the handwriting was that
of & woman who had been active {or (CADNOIT) for quite some tise, and wes
known to Mr.=(member of the CATROIT ataff), It also appsars certain that
400 fraquent use of refined haudwriting is suspicious, and that the happy
medivm 1108 between truly primitive and refinmed handwriting, Source also
recommended that greater use be made of the term "Family® both in addresves
and return addresses. In addition to the necessary improwmsent in the
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quality of our communications, it is aleo worthy of our eonsideralion
that addresses without the first narc be perritted conly as 2 last
resort.

The letter-opener: in the (ourlits icad office work st tables, the
surface of which has spaced holes. Zeneath there is a heater with water
whioh {6 constantly in operation. .. clow: place. between the stoam and
the letter to be apened assures the uniforr efiect of the steam.
Yxperiencsd opencrs cin unsaal uwome 100 letiers an hour. The supreme
commandiment for all openers is that they leave no irace of their tampering.
In this prooess they must procced with axtrese cavilon. Furthermore, all
ssals #.ich have dean pasted oun must e replaced in their proper place.
Eavelopes which are deamaced in opscin; :ust be destroyed., Those which
oan be opened only with great difficuity or not at all are on the other
hand forwerded withcut eny censorshin. Source menticas as exanples,
envelopes the glus of wirich contadne {ish derivatives or ege vhites,

This it doudbtless a- indication of the possibility of obtalning correspond-
ing eavelopes at least for our special lettera. Also long and over-sized
envelopes aimoot cortainly escape ceusorship, since the process of opentsg
them ¢ too tedious and complicated. Letterc are re-scaled with paste,

and thereafter placed briefly under a presc in order to remo-e the tell-
tale waves in the paper caused by the steam, tevertheless, if you hold the
front. of the envelape up to strong light, you can under certain circumstances
recognize the impression of the letier whiich wus lying ou top of it. The
use of strips of pumeed papar was not custamary ia Coerlits, and furthermore
was unknown to the source of this report. <Jvartz lamps are {n use only in
the larger AYAS offices such as "-+sden, for exawmple.

There is unothing psrticular to be said about the reading and evaluation
of lettars., Objectionable pasrapes are of course routed to the attention of
the 38D, Soures olaims to imnv that in special cases, if thegy be! fove they
have stumbled upon the track of an sspionage or resistance group, letters
are forwarded in order not %o arouse any suspicion of surveillance either
in the sender or the recipient.

A possibility worthy of mentioa is represented by tho camouflage of
special lettsrs as "love letters!, These normally pass through unopened.
They fall into the clutches of .he censors only when the openers svinoe
a direct personai interest in them, Letters ol condolence are now gensrally
openad, allagedly becaise of their frejuent use by iost Serlin organisations,

Interesting also was the statement aade by source that in Cosrlits
letilers forwarded by the night deliverfos were not usually censored because
of lack of tine and personnel, The question remaina open whether it also
holds irue for other cities, and whether or nut our people, if the ccoasion
should arise, ought to % given this piecv of advice, to use late evening
hours as well as Saturdays and Uundays for posting letters. CSpecisl delivery
and registered letters are likewise csisored,
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The main probles of the Coviet ione mail censorship is the lack of
pesroonnal, Theoretieally all piuvces of mail arv sup,osed to Le censored.
tnder present circumstances, rowever, this iz not possible. The people
snployed are regularly subjecied to schooling and training. Within the
post offioe building, the regulsr postal employees shun the persounel of
the AFAS office.




