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PREFACE

PBJOINTLY (the Berlin Tunnel project) came into being
sometime in 19052 (the exact date cannot be established) and
ceused as an active operation in the sumser of 1858, The
writer served as Headquarterﬂ cage officer on the project from
the winter of 1953-1953 until the summer of 1954 and then as

the field case officer until February 1955.

a senior Office of Communications

officer in the project; Mr. William K. Harvey, Chief, Berlin

Operating Base, 1952-1958; and Chief,
.‘ ) F1/Division D, 1952-1958, were intimately associated with the

planning and implementation of the project at the policy level
and very kindly offered suggestions for the preparation of

this manuscript. Their comments have been incorporated and

are greatly appreciated. Several other individuals,

who were in & position to offer valuable

advice were absent from Headquarters during the period the
: paper was being preparedinnd thus unavallable to assist.
¥hen this project was first discussed with the then
Director of CIA, Mr. Allen Welsh Dulles, he ordered that, in
the interests of security, as little as possible concerning
, the project would be reduced to writing. It is probable that

few orders have been so conscientiously obeyed, and yet there

SEWRET
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are a great many cubic feet of files connected with this pro-
ject. These Iiles mainly concern technical and adnministrative
matters. Only those details which, in the opinion of the
writer, are necasséry to a broad understanding of the manner
in which the project’s objectives were accomplished have been
included in this paper. ‘Those interested in additional data
may wish to consult the files.

In addition to setting forth significant developments,
the writer has attempted to provide iﬁsight into the reasons
for certain courses of action. At times this required a
speculative approach. The judgments derived from such specu-
1ation were shared by all those actively concerned in the
management of the project, and it is the writer's hope that
they are accurately expressed'in the foliowing paper. Any
error in this respect, however, is the sole responsibility of

the writer.

ii
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I.  INTRODUCTION

The exact moment when the idea emerged of digging a
tunnel to intercept Soviet and East German communications is
sowewhat obscure, A number of factors must be considered,
among them the following:

a, As early as 1948 U.8, Intelligence Officers
became interesated in the benefits to be derived from
tapping Soviet and Satellite landlines on a scale not
previously considered necessary. The loss of certain>
sources during this period created gaps in our 1ntelli-

' gence coverage which were particularly unfortunate during
.. this period of Coid ¥War eacalation, It became evident

that the tapping of certain selected landlines might pro-
duce the information needed to f1l11 a number of the gaps

' in our overall intelligence picture,

b. In the late 1940's and early 1950's the U.S8.,
through the briefings of "returnee" German scientists
(those who were taken by the Soviets after World War II
tc work in Russia) and other sources, became aware of a
new Soviet voice secrecy gevice which the Soviets referred

=

to usually as "VHE CHE." It soon became evident that
17
In normal usage "VHE CHE" means "high frequency”. The
Soviets, however, in contexi, used this term for a special
speech scrambling device developed to provide security to their
.‘ high level commmnications,

sx-‘o\{”
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the Boviets planned

i
ll
B

¢. In the late 1940's the Office of Communications,

JRNURS—
H

in the course of its continuing efforts to provide secure

commmnications for the Agency, became aware of a p{inciplq

'high. when applied to target communications, offered

certain possibilities. Plans to exploit this technique

were immediately formulated.

These factors then served as additional incentives (above
and beyond ocuy normal collectién reguirements) to focus atten—
tion on Soviet landlipe targets. In mid-1951 exploratory
discussions were held in Washington to plan the mounting of an
attack on Soviet landlines in East Germany with special empha-

#is to be placed on the Berlin area. As'a result of this

conference,

o
e’

waan agent network was set up which was

successful in penetrating the Bast Berlin office of the East

Geraan Post and Telecommunications network.

Vital iniornntiogj

[first becams available
. 1

2

SEXNRET
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during the latter part of 19351, and by March 1852 all of the
pertinent techanical material had been asmembled and sufficient-

ly analywed to permit the pinpointing of the most important

Soviet circuits J

{ SBubsequent events proved

this information to be completely correct.

Various methods of tapping these circuits were explored
and one sampling operation was run in the East Zone, unfortu-
nately with negative resulta. By January 1883, however, the

.* effectiveness of the penetration network
had become such that a 15-minute sample

was obtained of the priwe target circuit. This ias accompl ished

ﬁ’ \

cable pair to the West Berlin Post Office where it was recorded.

{
This operation continued for some six months /

e ———

/for a total of

almost two hours. The longest continuous sample obtained was
29 mimites and most samples were of two to three minutes’'
duration. 8pegia1’ mention should be made of the fact that

it was necespary to maintain a 24-hour watch over a six-

wmonth period on "our'" end of the cable to record these

o "
sn\c\\sr
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¥eantime collateral collection effort continued on the
communications systems involved and the Office of Communica-
tions developed techniques for recovering the text from the
magnetic tape recordings of the target signal. Somewhat
ironically, the first actual material recovered proved to be
a recording of a student teletypist practicing on the "home
keys'. While perhaps disappointing from the standpoint of

intelligence content, this material served to prove the tech-

nical possibi]ity! 1

At this point (mid-1933) we knew it could be done - the next
gtep wss the problem of installing a persanent tap on the
target lines,.

Precisely at what point the idea of a tunnel for the
purpose of tapping the target cables began to come into focus
cannot be pinpointed.' In 1951, the British advised CIA that
they had for some years been tapping Soviet cables through a
system of tunnels in the Vienna area and offered to share the

take with the U.S. The suggestion was made by the British at

BEBSRET
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the time that similar opportunities might be present in the
Berlin area. While it should perhaps be possible to credit
one individual with the initial concept, it appears to be a
bit difficult to do so, At any rate’, the Britieh sad CIA
continued to pool collateral information, and by May 1953 ‘

the idea of a tunnel to

tap the target cables began to take defipite shape. //\

7 \

4
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1X. PLANNING

‘ Inspection of all sites from which it might be possible
to tudnel from the U.K, or the U.5. Zones to the target cables
scr?ed to narrow the choices to two spots: one in the British
P and one in the U.,S, Zone. The site actually used (see figs,.
1, 2, and 3) was selected after careful deliberation which
included, but was not limited to, the following factors:

a. The location of the permanent water table
{which is normally relatively high in Berlin) was ascer-
tained to be 32 feet below ground surface. It was con-
sidered that this fact would obviate the necessity for

.' the use of compreassed air, watertight locks, and water-
tight construction with a corresponding reduction in the
attendant engineering problems.

b The length of the tunnel was considered to be
not impractical although it far exceeded anything which
had been done by the British in Vienna.

c. Land was available on which to construct an
installation from which to begin the tunnel,

d. Complete collateral information on the area
was available, including the target cable plans, serial
photographs, and the plans for all utilities servipg the

aresa.

o :
' sx\~\x'r
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At this point the following major questions remained
unanswered:

a. Was it indeed possible to dig a tunnel of this
magnitude (approximately 1500 feet) clandestinely, con-
sidering the fact that the border at this point was
heavily and constantly patrolled by the East Germans,
and hit the targets?

b. If the answer to the above was favorable,
what was to be done with the spoil (reckoned at approxi-
mately 3,000 tons of sand)?

c. What type of cover installation could be built
in such a remote area {(this portionm of Berlin was at that
time a "squattérsville” of shacks and hovels constructed
from rubble by refugees from the East German Zone)?

In retrospect the first question, "Could the tunnel be
dug?", was never really a debatable one---those concerned more
or less decided that given sufficilent money and personnel the
job could be done. (This judgment fortunately proved sound.)
The second question, "Where do we put the dirt?", haunted the
minds of project personnel for many weeks and a great many
ingenious ideas were brought forth and discarded for one rea~-
son or another until the suggestion was made facetiously that
we "dig a hole and put the dirt in it.” This in effect was

the solution. At this time no convincing cover story had

S E ET
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suggested itself and the current consensus favored making the
cover compound an element of the Quartermaster Corps with a
rather vague mission of housing items that should be dispersed
for one reason or another in & remote area of Berlin. ESpace
requirenents for the recording and associated equipment were
such that a bullding of warehcuse proportions was needed; so
it was decided to build a two-story warehouse. Local engineers
were told that it had been decided to experiment with a new
type of warehouse, one which would be half above the ground
and half below with a ramp suitable for running fork 1ift
trucks from the basement to the first floor. Berlin had been
gelected as the site for this warehouse because (a) construc-=
tion would be cheap due to low labor rates and (b) the work
would benefit the Berlin economy. 5o the basement was dug
under the eyes of the local border guards and we had "our hole
to put the dirt in.® E/(See fip. 4.)

While the "warehouse cover" was adjudged sufficient to
solve the temporary problems of consiruction, 1t was not deemad
solid anough to carry the project for an extended period. At

this particular time the intelligence community was becoming

increasingly interested in the potential of

E/As an interesting sidelight, 'we heard later that the
Quartermaster Corps became seriously interested in this type
construction because the ratio of cost to storage space
available was amazingly low. We do not know if any follow~

up ever occurred.
8 ;\b\&\f T
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Fipure 4 - Dirt in the Basement
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f or example: -
a. Excuse was provided for maintaining extra-

P

ordinary physical security and tight compartmentation.

in the Top BSecret
category at this period in its evolution.)

[N Legitimate targe£§1 l
existed in the arean. ! ;
d.

,,,,,,, | |
The existencef at
the site provided the opposition with an explanation for
the site’s existence.

In spite of the fact that any form
of

presents a priority target,
it was argued that presenting the opposition with a reason

for the site's existence would make it a less prominent

target than leaving it a "mysterious something." The

9
S E ET
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site did in fact In

addition, the sight of the Soviets and East Germans standing

on top of the tunnel with binoculars focused

on the roof of the installation provided

. congiderable amusement to personnel at the site. {(See fig. 5.)
Joint U.8.~U.K, planning for .the project continued
throughout 1953 and in December of that year the Director of
Central Intelligence approved the terms of reference which
covered formal negotiations with the British for the implemen-—
tation of the project. A series of conferences in late 1953
and early 1954 led to the following decisions:
a, The U.8. would:
(1) procure a site, erect the necessary
structures, and drive a tunnel to & point beneath
the target cables;

{2) be responsible for the recording of all

1
{
signals producedi %

—~—

(3) process in Washington all of thé tele~
graphic material received from the project.
b. The British would:

{1) drive a vertical shaft from the tunnel's

N end to the targets;

ic
SESRET
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(2) effect the cable taps and deliver a
usable signal to the head of the tunnel for
recording; and

(3} provide for a jointly manned U,S.-U.K,
center in London to process the voice recordings
from the site.

It was jointly agreed that each side would keep the
other advised in detail on all aspecis of the project., It
should perhaps be sBaid here that the bilateral aspects of this
operation {with one notable exception which will be discussed
later (see BLAKE, page 23)) caused few, if any, problems. The
skills developed by the British during the Vienna operations
stood us in good stead and the distribution of effort and ox-
pense proved in the end to be reasonably equitadle.

Activity thus proceeded on three fronts - in Berlin steps
were taken to lease the necessary land and right-cf-way ease-
ments for the site and a contraci was let with a German con-
tractor. The compound, which was roughly the size of an aver-
age city block, was fenced with chain-type high security
fencing snd contained the main apersations building {(ihe one
story with basement type warehouse previously described),
combined kitchen-dining facilities and barracks, and another
building which housed three diesel driven generators to

provide power for all facilities. (Bee fig. 6.} Sanitary

11

sn\\nm'r
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Figure 6 - Eagt Ggrman View of the Compound

Figure 6 - East German View of the Compound
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provisions consisted of a cesspool. (The logical placement
of the cesspool was such that it was situated only a few feet
from the tunnel site. It later developed when the tunnel was
dug that this was quite unfortunate because working conditions
in the sector adjacent to the cesspool were, to say -the least,
highly unpleasant.) Planning called for the completion of
this work on 27 August 1954.

For assistance in actually digging the tunnel it was
decided to request help from the Army Corps of Engineers,
and to this end the Chief of Staff and the G-2, U.S., Army,
were briefed on the project. The initial contact with the
Army was made personally by Mr. Allen Dulles to General
Matthew B. Ridgway. Fortunately General Arthur Trudeau, a
trained engineer, had just been appointed A.C. of 5., G-2.
From the first moment he learned of the ocperation, General
Trudeau was an enthusiastic supporter of the concept. The
Army selected Lt. Colonel Leslie . Gross (the only available
member of the Engineering Corps with any experience in
tunneling) to head the project. This proved to be an excellent
choice for Lt. Colonel Gross turned in an outstanding job. By
midesummer of 1954 he had firmed up the engineering plans,
selected a crew of engineering personnel, and actually con-

structed a mock-up tunnel some 150 yards long working undar

operational conditions at a high security bage

- 12
SECRET
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Some mention should be made of the actual method of comstruct-
ing the tunnel. Studies of the soil structure in the Berlin
area zhowed a high percentage of sand, For this reason it wasa
decided that the tunnel should be lined with steel. The same
gand content contributed greatly to the danger of cave-ins at
the face of the tunnel, and to eliminate this risk a shield
was devised (see figs. 7 and 8) with horizontal "blinds"

s0 arranged across its face that should even dry sand be
encountered the danger of cave-ins was virtually eliminated.
The tunnel liner was formed of sections of heavy steel plate
s0 constructed that, when bolted together, five sections formed
a steal ring approx;mately 8ix feet in diameter and 15 inches
long. Provision was made for bolting these rings together te
form a continuous tube of sclld steel., The men worked under
cover of the shield described above (which was slightly larger
in diameter than the steel liner) and when sufficient material
had been excavated, the shield was forced forward with hydrau-
lic jacks and a new section of liner was bolted in place.
Since this method left a void of approximately one and one~
half inches around the liner (remembering that the diameter

of the shield was greater than that of the liner), screw-type
removable plugs were built into every third section of tunnel
Iiner. This permitted removal of the plugs and the foreing

of grouting material under high pressure to f£ill the void

13
SEWQRET
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after the liner was in place. Jt was calculated (and subse-
quently proven to be true) that this meihod of construction
would not permit setitling of the so0il and detection of the
tunnel from the surface. {(See fig. 9.)

Meantime in the U.K. British engineers constructed a mock~
up of the tunnel'’'s terminal end and fabricated an ingenious
daevice which worked in principile like the tunnel "shield”
described above, with the difference, of course, that the
blinds (which closely resembled a conventional venetian blind)
were horizontal but so hinged as to ‘permit vertical excavation.
This permitted excavating cauiiously across the upper face of
the vertical shaft in small areas and then jacking the entire
structure up at the optimum rate. {See fig. 10.) Available
plans indicated that the cables were buried scme 27 inches
deep along the side of a heavily traveled highway. The top
of the vertical shaft (see fig. 11) then needed to be
approeximately 12 to 14 inches below the surface of the high-
way in order to give the tapping crew room ito work below the
ceiling of the shaft, and the whole structure had to be
capable of supporting the weight of heavy trucks since the
tunnel and tap chamber lay directly beneath the highway. {See

fig. 12.) <Jonsiderable care was devoted to insulating the
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3/
tap chamber to prevent iis scting like a huge drum.

Considerable thought was given to the guantity and
content of the material available from the target and the
manper in which it was to be processed. It was in this
field, perhaps, that we experienced some of our greatest
problems. It had been decided very early in the project's
planning stages to mailntain the strictest possible security
measures. As a minimum precaution security checks were made
on each individual who in any way became knowledgeable of the
project’s mission, and the same standards in force for clear-
ances for Special Intelligence were utilized, A list of
briefed pergonnel was maintained, special secrecy agreements
were executed, and special briefings were given to all knowl-
edgeable personnel. It was in the assemblage of a processing
team that we experienced our greatest problem in maintaining
security standards. Since the material to be processed was
largely Russian volice, it was thought that we would need
linguists with near native f{luency in Russian. It is axiomatic

that native fluency is usually savailable only in natives, and

3/1n spite of the insulation, it was a weird sensation
to be in the chamber when an iron-shod horse trotted across
it. We also suffered some anxious moments one foggy morning
when the microphone in the tap chamber gave forth with a
continuous series of dull thuds. After the sun burned away
the fog, visual observation showed that the East German
police had set up a temporary automobile checkpoint directly
over the chamber. The "thuds" the microphone picked up were
caused by the police officer in charge stomping his feet on
the road surface to keep warm,

15
SENRET

Approved For Release 2007/10/19 : CIA-RDP07X00001R000100010001-9



Approved For Release 2007/10/19 : CIA-RDP07X00001R000100010001-9

5 E ET

natives were not clearable for the project. Although we were
never successful ia obtaining as many linguists as we needed,
we were succeasful, through careful screening and intensive
language training, in mesewbling a mianimum crew for the Job,
This necessitated screening each personnel file in the Agency
of thoge individuals who elaimed any knowledge of German or
Russian, arranging interviews and language tests, and negoti-
ating transfers to the project. The Agency's language capa-
bilities then were counsiderably less than now and some of the

negotiations proved, to say the least, difficult.

16
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III. IMPLEMENTATION

By 17 August 1954 things were begianing to take shape
and the situation was as follows:

a. The German contractors had completed the
compound and we were in possession.

b, All of the basic supplies, equipment, and
personnel were in Berlin ready to start comstruction
on the tunnel. This in itself involved transporting 125
tons of steel tunnel liner from the ZI to Berlin. The
initial shipment across the East Zone to Berlin consisted
of one and one-half freight trains, the loss of any pack-
age of which could have blown the project. TFor security
purposes all sensitive items, such as the tunnel liner,
were double crated and banded and subjected to severe
drop tests before they left the ZI, Similar items were
differently packaged for deception purposes.

c, Space at Headquarters was secured and the
Office of Communications had assembled & crew and was
well under way in fabricating the unique equipment
necessary to process the anticipated telegraphic traffie,

d. Initial personnel had been selected and were
being processed for both the Main Proceasing Unit (MPU)

io London and the Technical Processing Unit {TPU) in
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washington. It should be noted that perscnnel and equip-

ment were programmed initially to exploit approximately

ten percent of the anticipated take. In retrospect, per-
naps this could be considered overly cautious. In
justification of this decision it should be said that no
one had ever tunneled 1,476 feet under clandestine condi-
tions with the expectation of hitting a target two inches
in diameter and 27 inches below a main German/Soviet
highway. There were those who manifested certain reser-
vations on the feasibility of so doing, and it &s greatly
to the credit of those senior officials, both civilian

and military, that, in spite of these reservations, the

project was permitted to procesed.

In late August a vertical shaft some 16 feet in diameter
was started in the warehouse basement fluvor {see fig. 13) and
ground water was encountered at 16 feet instead of at the pre-
dicted 32 feet. BSuch examination as could be safely undertaken
under the steady observation of East German border guards and
Soviet officiale indicated that a c¢lay lens existed iun this
particular spot, creating a “perched water table” the magnitude
of which was unkpown., Available information indicated that the
clay lens possibly sloped down in the direction of the target
and it was decided to proceed with the tunnel even though the
top cover wag to be less than half what had been anticipated,

. 18
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Figure 13 -~ Shaft and Tunnel Entrance in Warchouse Lascment

Shaft and Tunnel Entrance in Warehouse Basement
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Careful visual observation was maintained and tunneling
cperations stopped each time the German guards walked over
the tunnel on their regular patrols. Pumps were installed
to take care of the excess water., Observation logs were
maintained, and since the highway under observation was the
main road from East Berlin to the Schoenfeld Airport, consid-
erable Order of Battle information was obtained. 1t was also
possible to estimate guite accurately the relative importance
of individuals visiting East Berlin by observing the security
precautions taken by the East Germans and the Soviets.

Both sides of the tunnel were lined with sand in bags
as the tunnel proceeded and the excess spoil was hauled back

. to the basement of the warehbouse. To facilitate movement, a
wooden track was laid on the floor of the tunnel and a con-
verted slectric fork 1ift was used to pull a string of rubber-
tired irailers back and forth in the tunnel. (See fig. 14.)
Cool air was supplied to the fuce of the tunnel through duct-
*ork from an air conditioning unit located in the warehouse.
The tunnel was completed on 28 February 195%. Construction
of the tap chamber commenced 310 March 1955 and was completed,
with the three target cables exposed, on 28 March 1958, (See
fig. 15.)

To appreciate this accomplishment it is necessary to

remember that the tunnel was 1,476 feet long (roughly the

® -
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length of the Lincoln Memorial reilecting pool) and that the
first half sloped down and the second half sloped up. (See
fig. 16.) The lack of an adequate base line made the survey-
ing problem especially difficult., The engineers decided at
one point that an object of known size in the East Zone would
be useful as a reference point, so a baseball game was organ-
ized with the objective of knocking a baseball as far into the
East Zone as possible. This scheme was frustrated by the
friendliness of the fast German guards who kept returuning the
baseball. Nonetheless, the engineers expressed confidence
that they knew their position when the tunnel was completed
to a point which could be contrined in a six-inch c¢ube. They
were correct.

. Excess humidity is probably one of the greatest enemies
of electronic equipment. To guard against this problem the
section of the tunnel immediately adjaceni to the tap chamber
was insulated and sealed with marine~type plywood to form, in
effect, a closed room, (Bee figs. 17 and 18.) Vapor barriers
were erected and, in addition,; a heavy "anti—pérsonnel" door
af steel and concrete was constructed to seal off the tunnel
some 15 yards. from its terminal end. From the beginpning it
was realized that the duration of this operation was finite.
Considerable thought was given to the posture the U.8., Govern-
ment would adopt upon the tunnel's discovery and to those

20
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Figure 16 - Schematic View of Tunnel
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Figure 17 - Initial Stage of Construction of Pre-Amp Chamber

Figure 17 - Initial Stage of Construction of Pre-Amp Chamber
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measures which would be taken at the site. The following
position was finally approved:
a, The posture of the U.S. would be one of flat
denial of any knowledge of the tunnel.
b. The tunnel was mined at the point it crussed
the Bast-West Zone border with demolition charges capable
of caving in the tunnel liner should the Soviets attempt

forcible entry into the cover installation.

c. The "anti-Personuel' door described above was

4/

installed. ~
d. It was agreed that the installation would be

defended against forcible entry with all means at hand.

The three cables were tapped on 11 May 1955, 21 May 18535,
and 2 August 1955, All equipment for isclating and preampli-
fying the signals and passing them down the tunnel for record-
ing was in place before each tap was made s0 that monitoriag
of each pair could begin as soon as it was tapped. (See fTigs.

19 and 20.) Careful check was kept of the temperature and

E/This door bore the following inscription geatly lettered
in German and Cyrillic: "Entry is forbidden by order of the
Commanding General.” It was reasoned that this sigo might give
pause to Soviet and/or German officials apd gain time, As 2
mwatter of fact, there were those Communist individuals who
considered the posting of this sign as one of the mosi auda-
cious aspects of the entire undertaking.

21
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humidity in the tap chawber to prevent the possibility of the
introduction of moisture into the target cables thus causing
faults. The moisture in the air caused by the breathing and
perspiration of the techniciany doving the tapping operation
forced the suspension of the operation several times to
permit the air conditloning equipment to dehumidify the
chamber. All the componcnts in the electrical isolation net-
works were individually selected and subjected to rigorous
tests to insure maximum relimbility, and the lead-away cables
were constructed of the best avallable materials, sheathed in
lead, and handled in accordance with the highestvtelephone
company standards. The strictest possible visnal watch was
maintained with the tap crew. In short, in this, as in all
agpects of the operation, evexry effori was made to guarantee
success even though in many instances it meant delay in

achieving the objective.

22
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1V. TERMINATION

The tunnel was discovered (see Ffig., 21) 21 April 19856,
after 11 months and 11 days of operation. A memorandum pre-
pared on 13 August 1958 (reproduced in its entirety as
Appendix A) examines in detail all evidence available as of
that date on the reasons for the discovery. The conclusion
reached was that the loss of this source was purely the result
of unfortuynate circumstances beyond our control - a combina-
tion of the fact that one of the cables was in very poor
physical condition (this was known from the beginning) and &
long period of unusually heavy rainfall. It appeared that water
entered the cable in sufficient quantity to make it inopers-
tive, thus necessitating digging up sections of the cable and
causing discovery of the tap,

Subsequent developments offer an alternative reason
for the demise of the operation, In April 1956, MI-6 discov-~
ered that George BLAKE, case officer in their service, had
been recruited by the Soviets while a prisoner in North Korea
in 1952 and had continued under Soviet control. BLAKE wase
privy to all aspects of the tunnel from the earliest planning
stages. BLAKE stated that he had informed his Soviet contact
of the planned tunnel at the time the final decision was

made on its location in the latier part of 1953. The

23
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Pigure 21

Soviet Presy Briefing
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question then arises as to why the Soviets permitted the
tunnel to be dug and to operate for nearly ome year, Many
theories have been advanced, but it is wmost probable that
we will never know the exact rationale behind the Soviet

moves,
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}V. PRODUCTION N

The following statistics may be of interest in evaluating
the project:

8. Three cables were tapped. They contrined 273
metallic pairs capable of transmitting a total of approx-
imately 1200 communications channels. The maximum number
of channels in use at any one time approximated 500. On
the average 28 telegraphic circuits and 121 voice circuits
were recorded continuously., Approximately 50,000 reels
of magnetic tape were used - some 25 tons.

b, The L&Adonfprocessing conter amployed a peak
number of 317 persons. Twenty thousand Soviet two-hour

. voice reels containing 368,000 conversations were fully
trangcribed. In addition, 13,500 German two-hour voice
reels were received and 5,500 reelsg containing 75,000
conversations were processed. Seventeen thousand of
these conversations were fully transcribed.

. The Washington center employed 350 people at
its peak. Eighteen thousand six~hour Soviel teletype
reels and 11,000 six-hour German teletype reels were
completely transcribed. It should be borne in mind
that many of these reels contained as many as 18
separate circuits, some of which utilized time-division
multiplex to ¢reate additional c¢ircuits. The potential
of any given six-~hour teletype reel was approximately

216 nours of teletype messages. DBoth plain text and

@ .
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encrypted traffic was received. The daily output was
about 4,000 feet of teletype messages. Printed in book
form, these mesgsages would have filled a space ten feet
wide, 15 feet long, and eight feet high.

d. A small processing unit {two to four persons)
was maintained at the Berlin site to permit on-the-spot
monitoring of engineering circuits for the protection of
the project and scanning of the more productive circuits
for the "hot' intelligence. Daily reports of sufficient
value to warrant electrical transmission to Washington
and London were produced,

e, Processing of the backlogged material con-
tinued until 30 September 1958 and resulted in a total
of 1,750 reports plus 90,000 transiated messages or
conversations,

f. The total cust of the project was $6,700,000.
The information from this material was disseminated in

a closely controlled aystem called "REGAL.," Appendix B
consists of a summary of the value of the material received
together with typical customer comments. Despite our kaowl-
edge of the fact that certain elements of the Soviet Govern-
ment were aware of our plans to tap these cables, we have no

B evidence that the Soviets attempted te feed us deéepti&u
paterial through this socurce.

26
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A% previously noted, considerable thought was given
during the entire life of the project on the result its
discovery would bring. In retrospect it is probably correct
to say that, among those most actively concerned with the
project’s management, 3 consensus developed that the Soviets
would probably suppress knowledge of the tunnel’'s extstence
rather than admit to the world that Free World intelligence
organs had the capability of successfully mounting an opera-

. tion of this magnitude. In other words, it was felt that for

. the Soviets to admit that the U.S, had been reading their high
level communications circuits would cause the Soviets to lose
face, Perhaps fortunately, fate intervened, and as a possible
consequence the Soviet course of action was exactly contrary
to expectation,

‘Phe Commandant of the Soviet Berlin Garrison, who would
normally have controlled the nandling of the situation when
the tunnel was discovered, was absent from Berlin and the
Acting Commandant, Colonel Ivan A. Kotsyuba, was in charge.
fhere is some reason to believe that he {for whatever reason)
was forced tc make a personal decision on a course of action
without benefit of advice from Moscow. At any rate his

reaction was unexpected in that he ipvited the entire Berlin

@ -
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press corps to a briefing and tour of the tunpnel apd its
facilities. As a result the tunnel was undoubtedly the most
highly publicized peacetime esplonage enterprise in modern
times prior to the '"U-2 incident.” Worldwide reaction was out-
standingly favorable in terms of enhancement of U.S. prestige.
Nou-Soviet Bloc sentiment can be generally summarized as fu}}owa:
a, There was universal admiration {and this
included informed Soviets) on the technical excellence

of the installation and the imaginative nature of the

undertaking.
b. The noun-Communist world reacted with surprise
. and unconcealed delight to this indication that the

U.S., almost universally regarded as a stumbling ncophyte
in espionage matters, was capable of a coup against the
Soviet Union, which had long been the acknowledged master
in such matters.
<. Coupled with regret that the Cold War necessi-
tated such measures, thoughtful editorial comment
applauded this indication that the U.S. was capable of
fulfilling its role of Free World leadership in the
struggle.
Appendix C contains a sampling of typical U.8. press
accounts and editorial comment on the tunnel, Predictably
the Communist press treated the tunnel as an outrage and an

| 2
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intolerable indecency, Appendix D consists of a study of
East German press reaction to the incident.
For their contributions to Project PBJOINTLY awards

5/
were made to the following individuals: ~

Diatinguished Intelligence Medal
Intelligence Medal of Merit
Intelligence Medal of Merit

intelligence Medal of Merit

Mr, William K. Harvey pistinguished Intelligence Medal

| Intelligence Medal of Merit
Intelligence Medal of Merit
Distinguished Intelligence Medal

Intelligence Medal of Merit

After the project went into the production phase it was
necessary to brief & great many people 1o properly utilize
the product. 1In all aimost 1500 U.S. personnel were cleared

for the project, in addition Lo a very large number of British

§/Un.forturmtely the writer has been unable 1o locate an
exact redord of those persons who received other recogaition
from the Agency for their participation in this project and
any omissions are regretted. It should also be noted that
approximately 1000 people participated wittingly or unwittingly
in this undertaking. In fact thereare very few, if any, of the
elements of CIA that were not called upon for assistance, either
directly or indirectly (suclt as providing manpower), during
the life of the project.

29
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subjects. With the exception of BLAKE (as noted above), we
have no indication that there was a single security leak
during the life of the project. It ls also interesting to
note that compartmentation was good enough, even at the
Berlin site, that a number of individuals actively engaged
in working with the REGAL material were unaware of the exact

source until they read about it in the press.
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APPEKDIX A

¥OTE: This assessment was prepared by the PBJOINTLY staff

Thwediately after the discovery of the tunnel and is based

on pertinent information available, At the time the report
was prepsred BLAKE's activities had not been suriaced.

15 Aupgust 1956

DISCOVERY BY THE SOVIETS OF PBJOINTLY

Anslysis of all available evidence - traffic passing on
the target cables, conversations recorded from a microphone
installed in the tap chamber, and vital obgervations from the
site - indicates that the Soviet discovery of PBJOINTLY was
purely fortuitous and was not the result of a penetration of
the U.S. or U.K. agencies concerned, & segcurity violation, or
testing of the lines by the Soviets or East Germans. A descrip-
tion of the events leading to these conclusions is contalined
in this paper.

Following heavy rains in the Berlin area a number of tele-
phone and telegraph cables were flooded and began {o fault
between Karlshorst and Mahlow on the night of 16 April 19356,
The first major fault was discovered on cable FK 151 at
Wassmannsdorf on 17 April. The fault was repaired by cutting
the defective stretch of cable and replacing a 3000 wmeter

length with a temporary replacement cable. Between 17 and 22

SECWMET
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April, when the tap was discoyered, cables 150, 151, 153, and
157 were inoperative at various times, During this period
Soviet signal troops and East German Post and Telegraph tech-
nicians worked frantically to re-establish and maintain com-
municationy. Telephone lines serving Marshal Grechko, the
Commander of the Group of Soviet Forces, Germany (GSFG), and
General Kosyakin, Malyi, Tsarenko, and Dudakov failed, tempo-
rarily depriving these officers of communications. Faults oo
cable FK 150 put the Main Boviet Signal Center in Germany out
of communications with Moscow, and the Soviet Alr Warning
Control Center in East Germany similarly lost its communications.
German technicians began a testing program based at

gKarlshorst and Mahlow and working north from Mahlow. A major
fault on FX 150 was discovered and repaired ati Wessmannsdorf
on 18-31% April, and on 19 April a second major fault on the
same cable wss discovered at Schoenfeld only two kilometers

. south of the tap site, It appears that the faulty section.of

*  gable was replaced with a new stretch during the early hours

of 20 April, dut communications remained unsatisfactory, par-

1/
ticularly on FK 150 , and the testing and repair program

/

T FK 150 caused project personnel considerable concern
from the day that the cables were reached. It was physically
in very poor shape, with brittle and cracking insulation. The
sctual tap of FX 150 was delayed almost three months ip
deference Lo its poor physical condition,.

2
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continued. This general situation was noted by personnel at
the =site who checked the tap on the moraing of 19 April and
found it to be in good condition with no faults present,
Berlin notified Headguarters of this fact on the evening of
20 April, noting, "available precautions taken including
primary one of crossing fingers."”

Throughout 20 April Soviet: operators at Karlshorst, the
Mahlow cable chamber, and Zossen/Wuensdorf checked FK 150 pairs
carrying circuits serving high ranking officials and made
switches where necessary or pogsible. Nothing was said con-
cerning the testing being conducted to discover the faults or
work being done by & Soviet labor force lent to the Germans
to assist in digging up bad stretches of cable. On 21 April
a Karlshorst technician told a colleague in Zossen/Wueunsdorf
the FK 150 had not yet been repaired and that another two days'
work would probably be necessary to clear up the trouble.
Testing and rerouting of circuits were gtepped up during the
evening of 21 April, and the éoviets showed considerable con-
cern over the failure of the Moscow-GSFG Air Warning telegraph
channel which had been transferred to FK 150 on 17 April. L%,
Colonel VYyunik, Chief of the GBFG Signal Center at Wuensdorf,
telephoned Major Alpatov, Chief of the Karlshorst Signal Center,
at his apartment to inform him of the failure of the Air

Warning circuit, They agreed that communications had to be

3
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established before morning and Alpatov left for his duty
station,

There is no gignificant information available on the
actual progress of the testing and repair program proper from
0300 hours on 20 April to 0050 hours on 22 April. On the basis
of available information, however, i; gseems probable that (a)
the testing program continued north until a fault was located
near the site and a decision was made to replace an entire
section of cable which embraced the tap site; or (b) the re-
peated faulting coupled with the age and physical condition of
FK 156 led the opposition to the conclusiocn that the only
effective remedy was to replace the cable, section by section,
and that this program was inaugurated somewhere south of our
site and continued northward until the tap was discovered.

At approximately 0050 hours on 22 April, 40 or 50 men
were seen on the east side of Schoenefelder Allee, deployed
along the entire area observable from our Installation,
digging at three to five foot intervals over the loucation of
the cable and, incidentally, the tap chamber. At approximately
0200 hours the top of the tap chamber was discovered, and at
0210 Russian speech was heard from the microphone in the tap
chamber. The first fragments of speech indicated that the dis-
covery of the tap chamber aroused no suspicion among those

present. A small hole was broken in the tap chamber roof

SEQRET
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permitting limited visual observation of the chamber, and a
Soviet captain g/;aa brought to the spot. After some discus-
sion all agreed that the discovery was a manhole covering a
repeater point, and the working crew began enlarging the hole
to gain access to the "repeater point.”

While the working party was uncovering the tap chamber,
¥ajor Alpatov and Lt. Colonel Vyunik discusged the communi-
cations situation in a rambling telephone conversation at
approximately 0230 hours. They indicated relief at the res-
toration of Air Warning Communications with Noscow, and Vyunik
went on to express suspicion about the continued trouble on
FK 156. In context it appears that this suspicion wag
directed at the failure of the Germans to cleay up the diffi-
culties on FK 150 once and for all. [In any event, Alpatov
clearly did not share his colleague's doubts. The general
tone of this counversation was relaxed and casual, completely
in keeping with the character of the two men, both of whom
we know well. The conversation appears to be a clear indi-
catiou that, as of 0230 hours on 22 April, neither of these

respongible officers was aware of the existence of the tap.

E/ Presumably Captain Bartash, an engineer who later
received an unspecified award from Marshal Grechko for the

discovery of the tap,.
S~E\E\E\f T
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Meanwhile back at the sité the work of enlarging a hole
to give full access to the tap chamber continued. At approxi-
mately 0250 hours an unidentified Soviet Colonel arrived on
the scene, presumably in response to a reguest for guidance
by the working party. The Colonel did not appear to be a
signal officer since he took no active part in the investiga-
tion and remained on the scene only for a short time. Having
enlarged the hole in the tap chamber roof, the workers saw for
the first time the cables and the trap door on the floor of
the chamber., They assumed the trap door to be “some sort of
box" and had wo suspicion of the true nature of the installa-~
tion. At approximately 0300 hours barriers were erected to
keep inquisitive onlookers away from the excavation and it
wag sugpested that someone be sent to the Signal Directorate,
presumably to obtain relevant cable data, At the same time
the first German voice was heard, in conversation with a
German-speaking Russian., The German stated that two trucks
must have passed the spot without loecating it. The Russian
answered that "Soviet troops are coming as well,”™ and added
that they must wait "until worning” for the decision as to
what further work would be undértaken.

While these developments were taking place, V¥yunik held
a telecon with the Air Warning Center in Moscow in wihich he

referred to the move of the GBFG Air Warning Center and
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discussed, in detail, communication arrangements necessi-
tated by this move, This revealing teleconference tends to
support other evidence indicating that as of 0300 hours the
true nature of the installation had still not been established.
The work of excavation continued, and fragments of con-

versation connected with it were picked up by the tap chamber
microphone, A German-speaking Russian commented that ''some~
body has come from there and there are fower workers there,"
 suggesting that gimilar work was in progress at another point.
The Rusaian gave instructions that nothing in the imstallsation
. was to be touched. A German remarked that the chamber might

be connected with sewage work and proposed that plans of the
sewage system be obtained from the responsible authorities.

The Russian answered that they already had this information
and that the plans showed "that chamber" to be 120 meters

away from this point, At about 0320 hours, whean still more

of the tap chamber was revealed and a better view of the in-
terior obtained, those present began to speculate vaguely
about its exact nature and the time of its construction. One
of the Soviets, probably an officer, suggested that it might
"have been built during the war, possibly for "Vhe Che" (Russian
abbreviation for "high frequency transmission,” but used loose-
ly to denote anything connected with secure communications. )
Bhortly after 0330 hours, the Soviets left the site by motor

, .
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vehicle, preaumably to report their findings. For approxi-
mntely one and one-half hours - from 0330 to 0500 -~ no
sounds or voices were recorded.

At spproximately 0415 hours Vyunik telephoned Alpatov's
apartment in Karlshorst and asked Alpatov if he had spoken
with General Dudakov, Chief Signal Officer, GSFG. Alpatov
gaid that he had, that he wam getting dressed, and that he
would go to his migpal center as soon as possible. Vyunik
told Alpatov to telephone him at the GSFG frame room at
Zossen/Wuensadorf, adding, ﬁWhen we speak we must do 80 care-
fully. We know what the matter is, so we will speak care-
fully." This indicated clearly that by 0415 hours the GSFG
Sigpal Directorate and General Dudakov, the Chief Signal
Officer, had been informed of the discovery of the PBJOINTLY
chamber, viewed it with extreme suspicion, and planned to re-
route circuits passing over the target cables. This coincides
neatly with the departure from the tap site of the Soviets at
0330. At 0830 Vyunik telephoned Alpatov at the Karlshorst
Signal Center and informed him that Lt. Colonel Zolochko,
Deputy Chief of the Lines Department, GSFG, had left Wuensdorf
at 0625 to go "there."” Vyunik, in a resigned tone, then added
that all that remained for him and Alpatov to do wag to sit

and wait.

In due course Lt. Colonel Zolochko arrived at the site,

accompanied by an unnamed Colonel and Captain Bartash, the

B
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Commander of the working party. By this iime the Soviets
apparently had brought cirguit diagrams to the site and were
aware of the pair allocations on the affected cables., There
was considerable discussion of the discovery, and one of the
crew actually entered the chamber and made a superficial and
inconclugive examination., Shortly afterwards the statement,
“the cable is tapped,” was made for the first time on the
scene.

At about this time (0635 hours) Lt, Colonel Vyunik tele-
phoned Major Alpatov and asked whether he had received the
“task'" and whether its meaning was clear. Alpatov replied
that he had received and understood the assignment. Speaking
in unusually vague terms, Vyunik instructed Alpatov to take
over two low-frequency channels, presumably provided by the
KGB signals organization. {These channels would provide tele-
phone communications between Berlin and Wuensdorf via overhesad
line and would by-pass the tapped cables.) Vyunik added that
they could continue necessary techmnical discussions on the
new facilities.

Although teletype traffic continuved until the tap wires
were cut ~ at 1535 hours on Sunday afternoon - ihe last tele-
phone call of any interest was placed sometime belween 08006
and 0900 hours on 22 April, when an agitated General speaking
from Marshal Grechko's apartment attempted to contact Colonel

9
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Kotsyubsa, who was then acting for General Dibrova, Berlin
Commandant, Unable to locate Kotsyuba, the Geperal talked to
Colonel Pomozanovakii, Chief OIIStafi of the Berlin Garrisoun,
stregsing the urgency of his call. Pomozanovekii promised to
find Kotsyuba at once and get him to return the call. The
return <all was not intercepied, but there appears ito be no
doubt that Marshal Grechko had by this time been informed of
the discovery and wished to discuss it with Colonel Kotsyuba
A few telephone callg were attempted after this, but the oper-
ators refused to place the calls, and in one case a Karlshorst
operator said, "I won't put you through to anyone. Don’t ring,
that's all., Y won't answer you any more. It's in the order."
Between 0700 and 0800 hours a number of additional Soviet
officers arrived at the excavation, including Colonel Gusevy
of the KGB Signals Regiment, A Russian-speaking German was
heard to remark that a "commission” was expected, and a Soviegt
officer said that they would await the arrival of this commis-
sion before making a4 decision as to what the next step would
be. In answer to 8 gquestion RS 10 whether anything should be
disconnected, the same oificer stated that nothing should he
done beyond making motion pictures of the chamber., He added,
however, that the hole providing access to the chamber should
be enlarged and a detailed inspection should be carried out.

The general discussion continued, and the possibility of some

10
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form of explosive booby trap in the chamber was discussed at
some length., There was widespread belief that the trap door,
which in fact provided access to the tunnel proper, was a "box™
or “"battery box" posgibly involving & booby trap. One of the
Soviet officers, probably Zolochko, suggested that, after every-
thing had been carefully noted and recorded, a grappling iron
could be attached to the "box" in order to tear it away. "If
there is no explosion,” he said, "then we can calmly go ahead
and deal with it.”

Several individuals, presumably German cable splicers,
agreed that the cables were fully tapped and discussed the
method employed. They agreed that it must have been done in
such a way as to render the tap undeteciable by measurements,
although one of them failed to understand why the actual cut-
ting of the cables was not detected, He added that at that
time "everyone wust have been quite drunk." The Germans con-
tinued to speculate on the nsture of the "hox” and about the
weans of access to the tap chamber. One of them said, ”They
themselves must have some means uf entering this plsce, but
naturally it's highly improbable that they have constructed
& passage for getting from here to there!"

Some of those present apparently believed that the tap
was an old one and had been abandoned due to recenmt faults

on the cable, During this discussion the microphone was

‘11
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twice noted, but was not recognized for what it was. In the
first instance the speaker said, "That is not a microphone,"
and in the second it was described as "a black balli.”

The general discussion continued, with speculation as to
the nature of the "battery box" and with soveral comments that
it should be possible to identify the tappers "from the make
of the materials" and the techniques employed. While the Ger-
mans began work enlarping the hole around the tap chamber, the
Soviets discussed in some detail the order inm which technical
experts and administrative representatives would carry out
their inspection. The Soviets identified the lead~off cable
. as '‘not ours," indicating that after the inspection they planned

to disconnect the lead-off cable and to "check how far it goes
irom here" - probably by means of electrical measurements., It
is evident that at this time (approximately 113C hours)} the
Soviets and Germans were still unaware of the existence of the
tunnel, the means of access to the tap chamber, or those re-
sponsible for the tap.

At aspproximately 1145 hours one of the German ¢rew wasg
keard to exclaim, "The box 1is an entry to & snaft!™

From the tenor of the ensuing conversation it would seem
that a small hole had been made near the still-intact trap

» door. The Germang debated the removal of the trap door, but

continued to work at and around it despite the alternate

12
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suggestion that "we should open up the road opposite until
we reach the cable or the shaft.” By approximately 1230
they had removed the hinges and entered the lower part of
the tap chambexy, The padlock which secured the trap door from
helow was examined and was identified as "of English origin.”
Failing to open the door separating the tap chamber from the
equipment chamber, the Germans, after approximately twenty min-
utes, broke a hole through the wall and gained visual access
to the equipment chamber, which they described as a long
passage.” By 1300 they evidently had enlarged the accesgs Lole
and described "a completed installation - a telephone exchange., .
Ap installation for listening in /Abhoeranlage/. "
Additicnal motion pictures were made and frequent excla-
maticng of wonder and admiration were heard. At 1420 a Soviet
Colonel, probably Zolochko; a person addressed as Nikolai
ivanovich, probably Major Alpatov; and a Captain, presumably
Bartash, entered the chamber and discussed the method used
by the tappers in gaining access to the cables. Zolochko
evidently still believed that this was done “from above. Y
Conversations indicated that the joint Soviet-German commis-
gion, mentioned earlier, had already visited the site and
establislied the nature of the installation without going into

technical details,

13
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Measurements of parts of the interior were then taken,
discussion of the installation became general, and the partici-
pants clearly indicated that the means of access and full impli~
cations of the operation were finally appreciated, Conversations
reflected thgt all present realized that the planning of the
tunnel approach to the cables must have necessitated a very
detailed study of relevani maps and plans. The stress to which
the roof of the chambers would be subjected and the necessity
of preparing the lead-off cables beforehand were mentioned,
and a German was heard to exclaim, "It must have cost a pretty
penny." A Russian-speaking Cerman added, admiringly, “"How
neatly and tidily they have dome it." It was decided that
work on the tunnel must have been carried out during the day
when the sound of the street traffic would drown any nolse,
whereas the actual tapping was done "during the night, between
one and two o'clock, when the traffic on the cables is slight."

One of the Germwans rather indignantly exclaimed, "What a
filthy trick. And where you would least expect it.," ~~ to
which another replied, "Unless oune had seen {(t for oneself,
nobody would believe it.”

Between 1515 and 1530 hours the tap wires were cut, and
at about 1545 the attention of the Germans began to councentrate
on the microphone ifself. One of them assumed it to be an

“"alarm device - probably 2 microphone,” to give warning of

14
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approaching motor traffic, and added that it ought to be
photographed. At 1550 hours work began on dismantling
the microphone. Shortly afterward the microphone went
dead and, after 11 wonths and 11 days, the operational

phase of PBJOINTLY was completed,
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APPENDIX B.

RECAPITULATION OF THE INTELLIGENCE DERIVED

Set forth below are a recapitulation of intelligence
derived from the REGAL materisl and sowe typlcal consumer

comments,

GENERAL

The REGAL operation provided the United States and the
British with a unigue source of current intelligence on the
Soviet Orbit of a kind and guality which had not been avail-
able since 1948. Responsible U.S. and British officlals con-
sidered PBJOINTLY, during its productive phase, to he the
prime source of early warning concerning Soviet intentions in
Burope, if not world-wide. Following are examples of items
of intelligence for which REGAL was either a unique or most

timely and reliable source,

POLITICAL

Throughout the life of source (11 May 1955 ~ 22 April
1956) we were Kept currently informed of Soviet intentions in
Berlin; REGAL provided the inside story of every "incident"

occurring in Berlin during the period - a story which was in

S E ET
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each case considerably at variance with accounts of the same
incident as reported by other sources. REGAL showed that,
contrary to estimates by other sources, the Soviets at that
time did not intend to relinquish their prerogatives vis-a-
vis the other three occupying powers despite continually
increasing pressure from the East Germans to assert their sov-
ereignty in East Berlin as well as in the rest of East Germany.
REGAL provided a clear picture of the unpreparedness, confusion,
and indecision awmong Soviet and East Gerwan officials whenever
&n incident oceourred in Bast Berlin involving citizens of one
0f the Western powers.

The Soviet decision to implement the establishment of an
gast German Army was disclosed by REGAL in October 19865, in
time to notify our representatives at the Foreign Ministers
Conference in Geneva to that effect.

REGAL provided a detailed account of the Scoviet program
for implementation of the decisions of the 20th Party Coungress,
including measures to suppress unrest among Soviet nuclear
scientiste resulting from a too-literal interpretation of the
new theory of collective leadership and the denigration of
Stalin,

The progress of Marshal Zhukov's attempt to curtail the
influence of the political officer in the Soviet Armed Forces
(which led to his subsequent downfall) was traced in REGAL

2
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material from the autumn of 1955 to mid-April 1956,

REGAL provided considerable intelligence on the relation~
ships between various key military and political figures of
the Soviet hierarchy and on relations between the Poles and

the Soviet military forces stationed in Poland.

MILITARY
General
8, Reorganization of the Soviet Ministry of
Defense. '
b. Soviet plans to implement the Warsaw Pact by
. increasing Soviet-Satellite militayy coordination.

c. lmplementation of the publicly announced
intention to reduce the strength of the Soviet Armed Forces,

d. Identifi{cation of se§era1 thousand Soviet
officer personnel.
ate .

. Development of an improved nuclear delivery
capability in the Soviet Air Army in East Germany.

b. Re-equipment of the Soviet Alr Army im East
Germany with new bombers and twin-jet interceptors
having an airborne radar capability.

T. Doubliing of the Soviet bomber strength in

Poland and the appearance there of & new fighter division.
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4. Identification and location of approximately
100 Soviet Air Force installiations in the USSR, East
Germany, and Poland, including a numbér of key aircraft
factorien, *
Ground Forces

B, Order of battle of Scviet ground forces within
the USSR not previously identified or mot located for
several years by any other source.

b. Soviet training plans for the spring and early
summer of 1956 in East Germany and Poland.

[ Identification of several thousand Soviet field

. post numbers (used by G-2 to produce Soviet order of

battle intelligence).

Navy
a, Reduction in the status and personnel strength

of the Soviet Naval Forces.
b. Organization and administrative procedures of
the Headquarters of the Soviet Baltic Fleet and Soviet

Kuval Bases on the Baltic Coast.

SCIENTIFIC

Identification of several hundred personalities associ- -
ated with the Soviet Atomic Energy (AR} Program.
Association of certain locations in the USSR with AE

. activities.
4
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Organization and activities of Wismuth SDAG (mining

uranium in the Aue area of East Germany).

OPERATIORAL

Organization, functions, and procedures of the Soviet
fntelligence Bervices in East Germany; identification of
‘several hundred Soviet Intelligence personalities in East

Germany and Moscow,

TYPICAL CONSUMER COMMENTS

March 1956

ACSI/Army - "REGAL has provided unique and highly
valuable current information on the order of battle,
training, organization, equipment, and cperations of the
Soviet and East German Ground Forces. In addition, the
scope and variety of the types of information found in
RRGAL have confirmed that it is our best source of early
warniag of Soviet attack."

ACS1/Air - “"The numerous productions received from
the REGAL project have been an extremely valuable con-
tribution to the Intelligence Community in our common
problems. "

7 February 1958

CIA/081 - "REGAL has provided valuable information

on atomic energy activities im Bast Germany, including

5
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organizational relationships, personalities, procurement
details, and uranium ore shipment data. The number of
hitherto unknown atomic energy localities, personalities,
and activities disclosed in REGAL traffic is impressive.”
CIA/ORR - "In referenced memorandum we indicated our
great interest in financial material of all kinds which
was available in REGAL material. Thanks to ymir coopera~

tion we are exploiting the material with great success."

SN{T

Approved For Release 2007/10/19 : CIA-RDP07X00001R000100010001-9



Approved For Release 2007/10/19 : CIA-RDP07X00001R000100010001-9

v

(e
J 2 ayy,

Approved For Release 2007/10/19 : CIA-RDP07X00001R000100010001-9



Approved For Release 2007/10/19 : CIA-RDP07X00001R000100010001-9

ss\;.’r

APPENDIX C

TYPICAL AMERICAN PRESS COMMENT

Approved For Release 2007/10/19 : CIA-RDP07X00001R000100010001-9



Approved For Release 2007/10/19 : CIA-RDP07X00001R000100010001-9

T B e ety e emsprere st~ -t g e, e

R TN

WASHINGTON POST
I May 1950

rad N
The Tunnel of Love

The United States Sovernmont has pot yel s
any oficial repiy to the Saviet and Fast German
allozations ang prolests conccrning the 300yard
wenst thal American inlaliigence apetalives are
said Lo Jlave built underpesth the border beiwaen
Wost asd East Berlin [0r eapiGasge purposcs.
Meanwiile, assuming tha slory lo be correct—we
canet belp thinking the Commuaisls have madae
2 griovous inistake to raise 5o much fuss aboutl their
discovery, They are even said Lo have condacted
special propazanda tours through the funnel and
15 have exlubiled the wiretapping and other recard.
jug apparatus (hat the Amcricans are supposed Lo
fave installed inside it

‘I'ne prebabla result of all Lhis Jas been 1o ziva
1ha anti-Commenist vesisiance in East Geraany 2
pond deal of amuscient and encouragement. Cer-
wunly it musl have served fo strehplien the i
pression of American resourcef/ulness ard therehy
05 pesioes sorms measura of our prestige-~which
appatently had deen doierinrating since Lno equive-
e3l altitude taken by (e Americaa suthorilies in
the Easi German uprisings of June, 1834—among
the caplive pepultation. The resclisn ol their
kinsmen in WWesi Germany is probably a pretly
good index to their own. .

In Wea Germany the slory hag heen accepied
a4 fxce value with astonishment and delight ss an
avidenios 1hat iho tradition of Yankes resource-
fuiness =nd ingenuily is not a miyih alter alh.
Espionage is ona game In which the Communisia
were deemed, even by tieir encmics, to be par

ticularly expers and our own side to Ya dismally

inept, Very faw Germans, as the Frankfurter
Newe Presse cxaliantiy observed, even suspecled
that the Americans “were capatia of o much
elevarness’; and it would be evcn mora devasiating
to Communist presiige if it wers disclosed that
the espidnage tunbel had Bbeen in pperziion for
some time belors the Cammunists Lecams aware
of it

Indead, if the iunnel episode terns out 1o have
heea the produst of Yankes igeuuity, there is an
Salesesting paraliel in American hislary. During
the siege of Delersburg in 1084, an enierprising
Union officer from the Pennaylvania cosl felds
conceived the idea of mining the Confederale
positions from a Wwonet vader them, The tunnel
was Gug and the mincs wers fnaliy set off; and

though the operstion was & fasco in part becauss’

of the failore of Unira commanders 1o execuls
orders, the boldness of tha slroke, has compoiled
admirution ever since, T .

.
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BERLIN
Woandaeful Tunnel

Medin, oity of oddle, refogees, i
ncexsinnad yotchies of ghitter, i an Alired
Miteheiek droam of subterfone amed supic
cliom, In back streets. dwrkly rryvstetions
Jomtses lurk hehing high wire fences wug-
gostive of darker amd more mysterions
deitaen Withine Newssen r{\-mly :nmﬂid
27 wepetaie agoniici o Wotem juwls
ponte known to be at work ia Berlis

. -

Their  opcrtives——soare 1 i

Maddimas Svamese, soome wilh sempi bhole |
suts buldor wuber o serpe--~repont te

sifteeem healauartess. and rarcly Knor

what fheir enlleagian ure wp to.

In Wl Brddin thene s 0o mes botier
cubterl vs il Jiteherm ko sl of things
shan & nstic, semiddiseniel comer kntwn
wn B U side us Ruslow cod in the
Russizn anhe, just aver the way, as Alt
Glienicke,  Scifmportant  ducks
chickens strat fike commisars n Al
Clivtvicke’s cdaddiel st . Belin's only
winking  wibadl  tees  lsaly o the

3,

hrvese dear b ad chase 1o the b Y

TIME MAGAZINE
7 May 1956

son
struction sod sperstion of Kudow's adar

station bad Ged the gossip of bored Amers
jerms in b ocrupled city. There were
those who rememberad o civilian empineer

' ashionably | - 0 . i
Lloabied i e gtvy et of New \“mN{ ¢ Wired to supervise the job; he had quit i

disgust because the hlucprints seensed so
cragy, “\Why build o ccliar big encugh 1o
drive through with a dump truck®” he
askod, and wns 10id 10 mind hix awe husk
nev, Othors recatied secing friends whom
they Keew 10 be engincers sucilenly ap-
pearing st e statium westing the insignis
of the .5, Amsy Signal Coeps. Why'? An
amused shrig was the only answer %x’
tioners ever got—=but st week the Ruis
slany thought they had Teund a better one.
< {me night st 7 o'cdock, an angry,
shusky Sevies cabunet pamed Ivan Kotsir

. uba caffed a prese conforance in Eost Beg-

wyration East and West stands a US. - . N
'"in, Turpose: to protest ibe builkding by’
D Amorican  peganlaadions” of & secret

radar statine, bending its. resicular Sar to
e pwrations ag Last Berdins busy
Sehiuerrkl X, Twg rings of barlsed
wite gusrd Gt lonely radar post, and

tupned under Kast Gorman temvitony, “with
thwe ceimina) intent of «; > (Wieved o
chance to see for L ves, the Wostern

-

men live & Jife 83 secet
nd asmankes, -

—— s

behing them a detackment of
Signal *

ARl S s o A O WA e AT

pawsmen were Waken Lo & siie some SO0
yards from the radar station at Rudow, - :

e I
A
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e

A Lot of Monay, Truckloads of Red
mnz'muandcqmdmmwd&wkk
Votkspalizsei stat fry. Maobile penerators
were humming to provide lights far the

1 accnsion. and ot bhe vitraaee da o bele
¥ ahe iw Al grovamk, @ vedonied of the Kes-
t stafy Kiggntl curege was om Dol se enplaia 36
i al1, Ten teer b, its entrates 2 hoke g3
! i the yoof Iy the Rusdans, kay the el
Ditself: o cast-iron tube about sl foet

i in diameter ard  $oo-Gon yands Jomw,

| ceammed with clockrapic evuipmen, -
| b, tapee focorders, vontilating apparatos

- and pawgm of legh Weitish wnd American

* moke, At Bad Gerysan sl cabiles. bed

.ot of the madn ey of the it to 3

wpspate chambey whiee they were linked
fo L Eaq Cemsun cabbes and 0 thind
weedd by the Rumsinns, What was at the

American ond? The mewnnen were ma

permiited 10 knoy, As they crawled wiests
wand, 3 samdhag baprier lareal the way,

i pirpuse cpliasiant by o sign sassivbiniol

e Englid amd Cormien: “You ane ouw

entetiow the Anwwican seclor.”

“[his tnel.” «did the Russian expert,
with » nate of admiration, “was bailt to
o years. The parly mvponsible st
{ hove kil 3 fot of motey.”

Wiho was resjswnsble? Nodsaly, secither
the Pentagin, the Stnte Dejsarbment, hoe

. the Cenirsl Imclligonce Arensy, wos say-

" ing, But an Rerin's yapere erupied pice-

! Jully with the sews, o Beelin olitor 1id

‘ 8 mabing LS olidals "1 do’t koew

| whether your powde dug that winderful
tunnel or pot, but whnever it was, et ma
ink K was too bad ik wis found.

[
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i . Hope It Is True' "33

Soviet charges that American intelligonce a"cn’;'
-dug & tunnei in Berlis, tapped a telephone eable, ands
}rewrded conversations-over the Red communication net-
:work, which the Reds made with considerable fanfare

‘and during & eonducted tour of the spy tunnel for cor-
;rcsmndmzs. gives us some faint hope.
Frankly, we didn't know that Amevican imelhbcncj
wagents were that smart. In fact, we were baginaing ¢
i think that what the Central Intelligence Agency needed.
mm“re'sms on 1hc mndamcmah of owmana”
from” sopmg ¢ dcfccacd Rusmn azent. But,_nom,wg 1ake its

-

’ad bnk‘, If the Sovmt chamcw. are {rue, Ammcan xtml-

mstntlanons m Laatﬂccxmmx,, ‘

" We' hopo “that American intelligence agents have
linfirated ihe - Soviet department of foreign aftmrs;
‘Planted western sympathizers in the heart of the Saviet‘
‘hureaucracy and staried a stream of microfiimed mpies

‘af imporiant Sovwg_d_qggmgn“wrd»ﬁ;a g&,m

“Washingto
"“W’E'b-unj;e ali this bocause that is precisely what the

‘Soviet spy network did and is probably doing right now
‘in the United States, “This is not just tit for tat—but s
smk necessity in'the world of cynlmi pawer poutiu.
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i The Russians discovared that their

7
./ q:a tunne) from the western zone, Cou-
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AMoncy Well Spent 72, z

mheve is only one aganey in Aashd
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- sgerce Agengy, headed LyATRR W
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N

money i spends 15 UNKROWIL At~

to tho CIA )

waturally #nough, Cangress worries
Irora Lime o time thab this noney
mxy not ve well spent. Last week some
nows came out of Berlin which should
jcalm suclhh fears ’

3

,vhree main teiephong cables froi
‘Fast Beriin 10 potnts cast wore tapped.

ingetod with the tapped ines and
wires, led to sandsegs st ihe Zone
voundary. The Russtans were greatly
Gisturbed. They clalm that all mez-
sages for saveral years have peen in~
tercepted. They blame this vielation
of privacy on American Intellipenee.

Our oMclals have expressed horror
fat the charge. Taey Haven't, they say,
[tho siighiest idea ‘of where the lines
~ec2d or by whom they were Jald. The
wussians ste just old meanies to elaim’
we wire-lapped. 5 N3
i West Berilnars are laughleg. Good]
tor Americin Intellpence, they sayy
?’Z’hcy nope, and 50 do we, that they
{Russlans have oniy discoversd one of}
%s\:veral taps. A least, the expasep
shows that some of ihe moenoy spent
by CIA may -pzva been, yery well spent
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TIOHAL PROADGASTANG GUPALY AT 777856 o -

CIA NAY HAVE ORDEAED WIRETAP TUNNEL == DREIER

Alex Dreier at 6:00 P, over WMAQ {Chicago) and the WG
Radio Networks.

aind now under tha heading, speoial roport, part onse.

g peat~Bribain- Aty egnan Py who turned "out o bo not
so.ﬁ's:cnﬁsgiul&mkm—scmdivamsn..m\mthim,nrp us. We have &
tunnel we cug wngor the communist sector of Borlin and which the
rods exposed to ths light of day, as you probably know, & shart
while azo. Woll, our NBC corrospondent, good friend and colleagus,
Frank Durkholzor, has investigated the story of the wiretap tunnel
erd he says thore's just one conclusion == it's cura. We dug it,
we equipped it with clectrenic equipment 4o listen in on conemndst
fast Cerman conversstions for a whole year befors they found us out.

uprosumably we should be ambarrassed but nobedy in Berlin is.
In fach, there ia a hint of Amsrican and West German pride in know-
ing that we pulled off an ospionage trick on the Reds for a change.
¢f courao, the Zast Germans are making a pood thing of it by con~-
ducting tours through the turnel to impress shedr pecple with the
dastardliness of the American sples, but that may pack{ire on thoun
becausa tha East Garmans are not beyond getiing a quiet chuckle at
this outwitting of thelr comminist rulars. ’

wBurkholzor tells ue that the United States is stampad all
over the listening post tunmsl. Now, the tunnel is on the ocutskirts
of town with our end being located under & so~called experimontal
radar station beside a gerbage durp. It runs stralght under & plowed
#1014 that has white border marking posts sbcve it. The Russiana
have made thres openings for the tourisbs. One is near the wiratsp,
another at & point about 150 yards out in the field, When argeno
asks an Amsrican why there isn't any radar at the exporirsntal redar
station, the usual answer, according to Burkholzor, is, we said 1t
was experimental, didn't we? Want to make something of 1LY

*Naturally the army snd the govarnmont in Washington sren't
going to admit anything unlecs they have to, No one %te8lis who
ordersd the eavesdropping tunnel built or who pald for 1% or who
did the listoning and the dipging. Perhaps il was the work of &
jocsl Berlin outfit, just a curious bunch of boys, Or perhsps it
was done secretly on orders direct from tho Pentagon or ths CENTRAL
INTELLIGENCE AGENCY. aAmyway, it was done well becauss it wasn't
discovsred for & ysar and now tho Russians may be wondering how
such wa lsarned from recording all the phonn talits, peoasibly includin
everything that went theough the switchboard of ths nearby Soviet
alrfiold, S5o thanks for ths information, Frank Burkholzer, and now
we have & question for you. Wly don't we open a tourist eantrance
at our end of the tunnel and cash in on the publicity? Step up,
ons and all. Only o querter. See modern esplonage in elactrenic
fort and all underground, and who known? Porbpps you will meet an |
ccoasional communict touriat .t

~ &

Approved For Release 2007/10/19 : CIA-RDP07X00001R000100010001-9




Approved For Release 2007/10/19 : CIA-RDP07X00001R000100010001-9

weaan swron e . © e e ok ke P £

NV vorw HAY 27 1356
EGMALD TRIBUNR

7 ne ™ T “*“\; e ;
| Porlin Reds Iloek to See| -
;

.

5 » ‘ (’;\:?"

_ T @ Y AT e W 1 :
S UL 8. Wire - Tap Tunnel’ | -
i 3 4 Saudbag Darrieade { Lo

Ry Gastans Coblentz 3
ByWirclrsa to l»zh‘rm:’d’i‘rzb:mca “We hiase 1 fanil whotstever,
€3 1356, . ¥. Heeaid Tribune ne. |10 Tid with ihe dcchnigue,” onc

WELIN, plienaint wald,

mg’ 1‘:}:“;“ ’:gz‘fg‘aggcc o?é p Tvom tho caxlern enteance. &

- war 18 the “American apy lun-| < HOF 4l walk wesiward for

; ‘ e o laitiost ik Thasr IPIIRADS 100 yaTds nost Lne point]
IBorin ¥ Wiherd the Mnet ¢rotnga. unﬁnri

.
Berun, Lo SELGE oAy, THEN & SARG=|

', ~

-y

The Sh0eyard tunnel fepree

zenis & venture o extraasdinary
Bldadity—ihe  stall
Ahriller flims s
jv. s daz By American Intedli-

00 forees—anid et 15 the
zal SENIEPLGA--1L 33 A
sy example ot thest

o Schiem has An
Croamitalion execultd & ntre
sdital and €HGeult epevation
than Uhst accompiished by Shn
Furnel's diggers: tke Lapping of
230 Comnunist  Jwog-Glsance
Stlephona Lines yunnisg wicere

cpreund §n Borlui, The lnes ap-

angeliiaenee S o

e basvlcade i3 encoutilered,

ol comtiane westward past
Ytz harpcade T would emerze
wen 6t 8 low bub prominent
Amrrionn BasMing with radar

@asarity (o7 darine erletlakiass o inmant an the roof, The,
rraundad by berbed!

Arerican selticys. Sipns in Ger
AN WArt! *Enky most siriesly)
Towbidden.” -

A stugy of the aren sugpesty
Mo possBlELY osher than tho!
the yadar building encleses She

4 3f W ol
of whieh g::mr; ;‘mm calls oul "halt” In

made, I Ty desr that U the visitor.

i
wire and gumded constantly by

] -

Camplex Fankpment
Beyond the door it a compori-
maent seven feet Sony heusiag
couipment (o mialntabs eortaln
lovels of {rmporatuie ond hu-

o A moede snack bar Iz deing.

Pasendly egluded some FURTING wegtory
. W Sovied satellite state in Egled end of the Lunnel.
i Twacpe, as well as Seviet Clay Bavied Awsy
iy chreaits in Coomaty.
JEARHS s dn BrtEai.
Snack Mar Thrives
The tunnel, Giaccvered by the Wetd very milonlly to svoid - de-|
MR Crmmunists 4 month age ead tection, ang they kad to hawl
: . New the WA slghigeeing ab-away secreily the Shousamds of
sl traction in Berhin, can Be wisiied 1008 of Clay they dug out, since
0! 33 mokmg A IRPRLy-DMANIte DU Dilgs _
1 drive from the center of Berlin border would have alerted the
to tine southeast corner of tie Ct;\mmumsg; .
eily. B ks 10
%mzm wits hacisd sway in closed,
. M thilvitig bosiness near tuelUChs brovrnt dnde tha radar
[ cartern ead of the tunwsl, «:nu;:.‘i‘i'*:;lrvﬂng.rws }:r;mi’a?;) mﬂtl sam;
: = g 6 Has, German factory;(tURks DOMZUS B the scrtlons
i lgesnzations broueht % sce 1 . serugated bran subing ahiely
pot * work of CATRICH T I perialists, v e the lun;';r!.. 1;“11: T mosy
oo | Afer Inspecting the tumnel [P0CIECY musb have Lrest wied to
Lo it Taciory workers record viseirAYSHd SULENG UP Jooai Salk,
indiziation” i a vio10%s" ouk he Communists ratinste tm'm
I7he book contnins the sgna.|iBis DAt of te work ook pev
DR m;m of foveigness an both siges ™ 2},]"“;‘0"&‘;‘ tunnel eompleted
Lo ol the Irop Curinin. Eva -
. Sl s :mdﬂn; Jisted, % Yiherg capae the Job of nstalling
- The tunsel, six feet T anibe moniliddng enimnent, Ap-
doter ang wih ats oot t*‘vﬁvv‘&m;"{‘*w Uis nad 1o be dooe
fect elow the surlace, was dun " A he c"?’*m'*“;“ Hisees
from o poist 200 yarés spaae 0Hd be tanped, Beeause ot ol
the Amavican soctor of WestBHY caulpment had the primary
Bezlin, It yuns easiwnrd o oAbk Of meventing deection o
poiny 360 yards inside the Rus-{tnt Phone faps. The mass of
slan agclay. The wrstern en- CHUIDMENt  was  paiastakiasly
. Pltranee Mes i w spaesciyepopu-t aFRed  tiwoush  the  tunnel
' lated Joculily calied Rugew,  fAPRE W0 woaden qalls and

¥
[

~otgbviowsly  Jaboted  wnder  fweny

e o st % 9

ccmc:uucm‘/
Propie’s Pollce and a comitusnt
cations m;cri are on hand ipie HUCR stcel door b its westorn
explain every tetall, They repdily COWance. On the dodr—oue

exzyoss sheir admirstion for the|the tunnel’s nicest touches—1
8601 of b poajects bullder

&)

-

! 4

Approved For Release 2007/10/19 : CIA-RDP07X00001R000100010001-9

of carth near the sectorjend of the tunnel ard i to

cwavmﬂd;

midity, The Comaunists sayl
this was necessaty o proleety
Gricate cquipment in the oLher-.

Tue men wha dug Lhe tunnelwiss dapk and cold tunnel.

Finally, theve s the comniex,

‘mugor handicaps. They kad toftapding squinment, all of Amerts!

can o Antish  manalazture
Thix inciudes eipht racks cI’
Leasiess to catry the tupped <or-
veration back 1o the wostarn

neip prevent detechion of the
anps,
‘There nfe three power-contyal
nits mear twn Josg facks of
eoslpmtend Inte winch tle 159
Carununlst  lines Jead from
tares pgin onlsies, THee the ins
dividiua)  manitarite  laps  are
made. - Along the cppasite wall
of Lra tunuel is w row of benches,|
with fustrstant ighling over»
head.  The  compatitment s
painied & Bastbeship grey.
Consddererd f:r\-n,( Experis
AL the vory ons of the sasiern
eamgpe it Lse Jx anelirr
daml Go0a, O ke ratern piie
F’nr B 3 A et AN e
v
p=nr ullenenansitive milcrophone!
which woatd have repoited any
Detivity By the Communists gL
Ibe point where o Iines weres
lapged. Ay aciivity there wauwld?

%mw.- :neam hnt the turine] hagl .

; k o dize . 9

ol Ouly (he shstein end of Lnel UG in & spcial ninely-Ingl o /
: Wnrel 15 open for vishors. ARG EOMDA/IMENL 4% the E4STRADDINE must have been amang,

of Communieiend of Lhe tusnei, e
kf} This comparteent brging Wikh',’tr:p;rz:"; ':P‘m in he field,

The men who did the -mazf

a2 emerkanly tudy
piece ol work, d y
‘Il;.:a ug::mmuams say the gnct
SParenty  operated:

Tor severnl months befoge ;L vipgs

> jmunt “Erbry forbiddern by ordergiseayarad.
b Thers 18 1o expitnpe!
o the Commanding GERTLL wion of how 3t was Getecicd ]

RAs an AN



'
*
4
s
i

Approved For Release 2007/10/19 : CIA-RDP07X00001R000100010001-9

L — 1 s

v

18

2
»

Iy Rebert
cisted Pross
" Darber, wire surronnded he

Lot

’Iuckm,nn, Asso-
burcau  chief,

€53
W

P

CRTEQAY TIMMT $stien and a5 permancat
{7/ : ﬁé :a! FUluRoL e buldings '
O : Lo Watchzd by Yanhs
A "% E nEnt “ﬁ Amezican soldiers In sentry
‘ &H 13 DR TR

plasses as we saurtered (o
v ward the clearly matked com

U S Repur{brs munist border, down a dirt

132 road, bordering an open ficld.
Tour Eume Bore

Ativen oot o the Tadaf sile e

Taxes walehed s, thee {:clﬁ;mon established, But that in

the barders of the ferman.

demeeratic rcpabhc‘”’ he

asked. .
Pens a Thank You -

Gur answer, m halting Geer

man, explained  fhat owner

suip of the tunnel has not

a time of “tension,” the right
ness or wrongarss depended
upon the side of ine fence

" wated 1o Toveal two sections of !

Irom which the operalion was]
wed,

iic showed us 2 hook in.

whieh tunncl  visilors were

. We could sbe knots af \opos
' around mounds of exrth exca-]
BY JOUN I TUONDSON
i,’)wu‘ .rtwn Froox Sarvizr

25 - T'.’u*

‘ '&r«crncnn .Aew;man taday
msed 20 fm. underpround
he aliegdd " Ameritan sy,
wnnel,” Zmrrowcd 305 werds:
uader Berlin's Lk Jron Cure!
13in, and peered into tite !

Jainom of the Ametican seetof!

vaver Fhe akoulders af  twol

g(}crmm cotmunist tnmmy

{gunners. -

? Qur host .in as ceric a scl-
fing 85'was cver devised by af
“mystery s writer, was a jacks
“booted officer of lhe Esst
: German commanist police, the’

% Wopos,” or Volkspalaet,

Durp tour was .hc third port
Lyiitted western Tephriess since

.

i

the Russian high command
hore annourced discovery of
the tupnel and cqx.l')mem it”
“said was used for wire ap-,
‘ng

Sinte then the ™ spy tuanegl,” £
i g0 Jabeled by the Russians and
s Bast Gerinaps, hag DOCR Wisy
;iuzd by moce than 13,000 East
!German worker delegations,
_‘tlﬁt Communists said. -
Germang Admire Feat
Situateq in line with an ex-
peritneatal  American  army
radar station [the TRussiang
53y it is uw dummyl oewner-
ship of the tunnel has not

#i%e lour the wnmel after waich

;

imsved read Jeading {rom Ber

. '*c pignt of Aprit 21 when lappe

Ciwated to an iy camruomng‘

becn offiwcially somited byl

 the iunnal .

Acrass the Derder,
sock us {o their cemmander
ipast men and women wi.,..,

v@.ﬂ;iaﬁ o4 16 inscijba their opine
o- £, asa&n.‘ ot held sismae
ares  of Chz:um Koreans,s
fﬁ sk, A"’:cacam. and athﬁ
c.s. el asenl us f0. ugn,
Just ta keen ke record:
straizht, in case the East Gdr\-
mans aitempt lo use  oygr
statements for propagands, we
wrmc inmy hemdweiting: " 1
“We wish to (hank \he|
vn!kspabzet very much_  for
being Rind emgh to Ibow

ing s communist movis of its!
jdizeovery. The commaader!
exarmined O U r  passpoiis,
{gmiled, and led us down
fught nl dirt stairs inio the
tusnel.

Encased in su:ci and con
ercto was the alleged wire tap
#laboyatory,” direcily undera’

H

the tunnél”

Yin to the Russian abr base at )
Schoenlfeld. The commander,
who declined to - give his
‘rame, said that 216 telephone
Jines m throe big cables were

I’lugesctm litxhtimz Fh

, inated A swilehbasrd, banks
of cyrrent hoosters, ampli-
fiers, apd cadles, Al jpsiruc:

ons on tho equipmem WLLe

in Enghsh, Some items bore:

the fabets of Bsitish, or Ameri-!
can manufaclureres.
Reds Man Guos

Pumps sent hot and cold!

Chicago Iriturne
29 May 55

]
1

1

unlt, Other leng pipes held!
@il ot air. The tunngi was‘
mpde of bolted sections of cor-
rusated stecl, iined on the
sittes with sandbags,

Watking baek 300 urr)a we
reached the eastwest order.)

lthe American comtnand, here
'cr in Washinglon.
/’ West Berliners  are com
fvinced " the Amoricans built
!be tunnel, equipped it with:
‘expenasive apparatyy, and then,
Yistened in on Red army te}
SOPNGRE  CORVETSAtions since)
‘tae summer of 196, © !
: ‘Te thers, i§ was on aslound-
jnz feat, whieh” “hias xm«zw
ennsnced American prestiged
Mhe Boldnoss of burrowing W
"under the Russian noses, and |
its "technical accomplishment,
“pave capiyred the imagication |
- of, sy Germans.
-,,.—-—"‘ No one expesied & sight oE
ithe wrnel taday when w..:»

i

Approved For Release 2007/10/19 :

Thara"bebind saadbags lwa
young Vapos creuched with’
their guns snd 8 p«:wertul
searchlight, simed up the tun
ml under the Ametican

Ouwd;c 3 maln, _ the © eomd
mander asked us what woulds
ba the reaction in Whe United
States if the Canadians or Mex-
icang drove "suth a *spyl

wnnel? under our borders.!
We said the Americans would |
be “ unhagpy.”’ about it. & f

“ig it n{m pr wrong for!
Amemanc ﬁo U:h .under{

CIA-RDP0O7X00001R000100010001-9




Approved For Release 2007/10/19 : CIA-RDP07X00001R000100010001-9

Approved For Release 2007/10/19 : CIA-RDP07X00001R000100010001-9

a g9yl




Approved For Release 2007/10/19 : CIA-RDP07X00001R000100010001-9

——— - mt

SECRET

APPENDIX D

NOTR: This analysis was prepared by the PBJOINTLY
staff as part of the wrap-up of the operation,

ROUND-UP OF EAST GERMAN PRESS
REACTIOX TO THE DISCOVERY OF THE
WIRETAP TUNNEL AT THE BERLIN SECTOR BOURDER

{Sources as Indicated)

The following is an analysis of the Bast German press
reaction to the discovery of the wiretap tunnel at the sector
border between West and East Berlin, During the period under
review - 24 to 26 April 1956 - a total of 31 dailies per day
and four weeklies were available for scrutiny; however, only
the dailies reported and commented on the incident.

Mostly concerned with reporting and commenting on the
incident were the East Berlin papers which, in some instances,
devoted full pages of their local sections to reports and pic-
tures on the tunnel in addition to their front-page or second-
page accounts of developments, The provincial press gave front-
page treatment to the matter only in few instances, generally
refrained from large articles or commentaries, and often
carried pictorial material with only brief explanations., The

least coverage was noted in the provincial press of other

SECRET
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than SED (Sozialistische Einheitspartei Deutschlands -
Communist Party Germany) affiliation; none of these papers
published any commentary, or any cartioon of their own, on
the subject up to 26 April, in fact,

Describing the tunnel as inspected by the journalists
after the Soviet press counference., the papers pointed out
that the installation was well designed and constructed, that
the installation was costly and equivalent to a modern tele~
phone exchange, and that the material - of British and Ameri-
can origin -~ used in the installation was of such guality as
to guarantee long service,

The East Berlin papers, which were leading in the reports
on the issue, treated the matter as a “bitterly serious inci-
dent” which represents an "international scandal™ and a
"hreach of the norme of international law." The papers, in
their commentaries, addressed the West Berlin Senat, demand-
ing an all-Berlin understanding and stressing the necessity
for united action, and insinuated that Berlin is being kept
divided merely for the purpose of providing the esplonage
centers in West Berlin with a base for launching provocations
against the GDR., Other commentaries by ceatral and provincial
papers contained calls for vigilance and for defense prepared-
ness, Only one paper printed an editorial on the incident.

In commenting on the incident the press did not draw a 1line

SECRET
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between the different developments, such as the press confer-
ence, the Soviet protest, the GDR Government protest, etc.,
but, as a rule, the commentaries dealt with the incident as
a whole. Later, when the first reaction of the West Berlin
press was available, the central press swooped down upon the
¥est Berlin press for'attempting 10 belittle the incident and
to divert attention from the "seriousness of the matter,"

The few caricatures published by the papers were designed

to slander the Americans.

Day by Day Reaction

24 April 1956
. On 24 April 1968 six East Berlin papers printed the ADN

(Allegemeines Deutsches Nachrichten Bureau - General German
News Office) release of individual reports on the Soviet press
conference, reported on the inspection of the tunncl by the
journalists, and carried excerpts from General Zarenko's letter
of protest (1 - 6). DER MORGEN and BERLINER ZEITUNG (5 and 6)
printed only the abbreviated version of the ADN release, Six
provincial SED papers (7 - 12} carried announcements of the
discovery, brief reports on the press conferencs, and merely

an announcement to the effect that a letter of protest has

been sent to the American Chief of Staff. Oaly NEUER TAG,
Fraokfurt/Oder, printed the long version of the ADN release (12).
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Provincial papers of other party affiliations carried no

reports.

25 April 1956

On 25 April 22 provincial papers came out with the ADN
version of the report om the discovery of the tunnel (13 - 34);
the six provincial SED papers which had carried a brief announce~
ment the day before followed up their reports by more extensive
accounts of the press conference, the letter of protest, and
the inspection of the tunpel {13 - 18). Papers of other party
affiliations joined in the reporting campaign on this day.

Only MAERKISCHE VOLKSSTINME, of all provincial papers, published
an "eye—witness"_repcrt containing a description of the tunnel
and gquoting individuals who had voiced their '‘outrage at such

a thing" which produces new material for conflicts in foreign’
policy (16). SCHWERINER VOLKSZEITUNG, which printed the long
version of the ADN release, reproduced the first picture of

the tunnel (22).

Neanwhile the central press, in addition to supplementary
reports on the discovery of the tunpel, descriptions of the
tunnel, and pictorial material showing sections of the tunnel
such as the amplifier station, etc., came out with the first
commentariea. A total of five commentaries appeared on this
day. The press treated the matter as a "bitterly serious

affair" which repregents an "international scandal” and a

4
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“breach of the norms of internaticnal law,” pdinting out that
the United States violated the Buenos Aires Treaty on Telecom-
munications on the one hand and the GDR's sovereignty on the
other hand (35 - 38). NEUES DEUTSCHLAND spoke of a new,
hitherto unsurpassed "gangster act” of the U.8. secret service
{35), NATIONAL ZEITUNG termed the incident ag a "seasational
international scandal" (38), NEUE ZEIT stressed that there is
no word "stroung encugh to brand such wickedness" (38), and
JUNGE WELT declared that “thié had to happen just to those

who always babble about Commundst infiltration but can never
prove it {(39). All commentaries were addressed to the West
Berlin Senat, demanding an all-Berlin understanding for the
purpose of discontinuing the “stubborn adherence to NATO
policy,” achieving the withdrawal of the "¢old war experts of
all shades,™ dissolving the espionage centers in the *"frontier
city," and achieving a '"uwormalization in the situation in
Berlin.” Three papers repofted on a meeting held by the
National Front at Alt-Glienicke, at which the population adopted
& resolution protesting against this "provocation.® Fraunz
Fischer, First Secretary of the Kreis Treptow SED Executive
Board, was reported to have maid at the meeting that the
people of West Germany and West Berlin have to pay for this
installation through the occcupation costs and to have termed

the tunnel as "an appendix of the cold war' (38, 406, and 41).
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TRIBUENE, moreover, referred to a report by the HAMBURGER
ANZEIGER to underscore the fact that the installations in the
tunnel were not of provisional nature but designed for long
service (40), DER MORGEN, describing the tunnel, added that
West German correspondents who inspected the tunnel noted with
satisfaction the declaration of the Soviet Ligutenant Colonel
that “"guite obviously, German gquarters have no part in this"
(41), while NATIONAL ZEITUNG briefly referred to an asnounce-
ment made at the Alt-Glienicke meeting to the effect that the
tunnel was open for public inspection (36).

NEUZS DEUTSCHLAND reproduced the first caricature on the
issue. The cartoon showed a garden which is divided into two
parts by a sign indicating the "Democratic Sector” - full of
flowers, and the opposite side -~ a barren piece of land with
a4 molehill topped by a flag with the dollar sign. A strong
arm is pulling out of s hole in the Democratic Sector a mole
wearing '"U.8,"-marked earphones, some sort of Army trousers
with plugs and pliers showing from the pocket, and & U.S,
Army cap bearing the legend "Espionage." The cartoon is
captioned, "Do Not Burrow in Other People's Yards" (35).

26 April 1956

On 26 April 27 papers continued reporting on the issue
(42 - 68). In 17 instances the reports were supplemented
with pictures as outlived above. A total of 15 papers

6
SERQRET

Approved For Release 2007/10/19 : CIA-RDP07X00001R000100010001-9




Approved For Release 2007/10/19 : CIA-RDP07X00001R000100010001-9

8ECKRET

printed the text of, or large excerpts from, the press release
oen the GDR Government protest (42 - 56). 8ix papers reported
on the inspection of the tunnel by the population, the press,
and representatives of the diplomatic corps (42, 49, 5%, 860,
65, and 87). PFour papers referred to a report carried by the
West Berlin TAGESSPIEGEL according to which Western journalists
were prohibited from ingpecting the wouth of the tunnel on the
Western side (42, 43, 51, and 58}, and four papers relferred
to FRANRFURTER ALLGEMEINE which had spoken of an "eloguent
silence” about the affair on the part of the Americans (42, 51,
55, and 58)., A total of four papers reported on the Alt-
Glienicke meeting (51, 60, 61, and 67). NEUES DEUTSCHLAND
gave excerpts from Fisher's speech, quoting him to the effect
that the people of West Berlin, in particular the SPD members,
will be invited to inspect the tunnel (51}, Three papers re-
produced caricatures (51, 52, and §6), six papers carried .
commentaries (51, 82, 53, 54, 57, and 538), and one paper came
out with an editorial (55). Three East Berlin papers, through
their commentaries, swooped down upon the West Berlin press
for its attitude toward the incident. NEUES DEUTSCHLAND
accused the West Berlin papers of attempting to belittle the
incident and of lauding the efficiency of the American “goblins,"
’dding that the Weat Berlin pregs is thus making vain attempts
to divert attention frowm the seriousness of the matter (51).

7
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JUNGE WELT lashed out at the West Berlin DER TAG, saying that,
by its opinion, the West Berlin paper manifests its total loss
of any sense of decency. Besides, DER TAG is not in the least
disturbed about the viclation almo of West Berlin's territory
{52). NATIONAL ZEITUNG held that DER TAG now admitted what it
has been denying at all times, namely that westlaerlin is a

de facto part of NATO, adding that DER TAG now regards as
"customary' the military esﬁionage of the United States on

GDR territory 1nvaddition to the "customaryvfrontier-city
policy,* the "customary" partitlon, and the "customary"
diversionist activities of‘the KGU and other underworld
orgapizations, The paper stressed that all Berliners fully
agree with the FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE which said that the
people must demand the discontinnation of "such things" (58).
NEUE ZEIT, carrylng the only editorial, said that the wire-
tapping post is a feature of West Berlin's misuse as a NATO
base. The paper emphasized that GDR policy will continue to
serve all-German understanding and relaxation of international
tensions. "But it must be kept in mind that the success of
this policy will not only depend on the volume of the appeal
for peace but also on our preparedness to defend our homeland
as well &3 on our éigilance regarding the prevention of dan-
gers resulting from the fact that one part of Berlin has be-

come a frontler city against peace,” the paper added. "What
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we need are contact points above the ground and in full
light, namely all-German talks, and not underground trenches
in the cold war" (55).

The first commentaries carried by provincial papers dealt
with the incident as an example of proof for East German press
reports on hostile espionage. VOLKSSTIMME, Karl-Marx-Stadt,
pointed out that the tunnel represeunts "a document” which is
quite apt to dispel all doubts of those who have hitherto
been inclined to regard East German press reports about the
underground activities of Western espionage services as
"exaggerated” (57). MAERKISCHE VOLEKSSTIMME quoted several
workers who veoiced their indignation over "such a vileness”
which makes German unity wore difficult to demonstrate that
the "Western side” is just a8 quiet about this "unpleasaat
affair"” as the population is outraged (53). And LEIPZIGER k ;
VOLKSZEITUNG stressed that anyone reading about the discovery
of the tunnel will inevitably weigh the Soviet attempts at
maintaining peace against the efforis made by the U.S. espio-
nage service, adding that this "breach of interoational law"”
also places the Wesmt Berlin administration "in & peculiar
light." The paper reminded its readers that war preparation,
which "formerly marched on Prussian Army boots,” is now
marching ob "American rubber soles, chewing gum, and tapping

telephone lines™ (54).
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NEUES DEUTSCHLAND's caricature showed an American soldier try~
ing in vain to "milk" a diéconnected, oversized telephone re~
ceiver into a bucket marked "CIC" while another soldler is
thoughtfully standing by (51). JUNGE WELT reproduced a car-
toon showing a mole ﬁearing a U.,8, Army cap on its head and

a4 telephone receiver on its back halting before a sign which
warns that "spies are now facing danger."” The cartoon is
captioned, "The Underworld that Shuns the Light," and foot-
noted, "Damned, we did not put up that sign” (52). FREIES
WORT showed rats wearing U.S. Army caps being disturbed by

& Russian soldier in the operation of what looks like a
communication center. Two rats are shown facing the soldier
in gurprise, another standing with arws raised, and still
ancther escaping through an opening in the wall, The
caricature is entitled, “Unpleasant Surprise,” and footnoted,
‘"It is ap Effrontery of the Ruseiaus to Disturb Us in Our
{Burrowing) Work" (56).
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SOURCES

1956

1. NEUES DEUTSCHLAND 24 Apr
2. NEUE ZEIT 24 Apr
3. TRIBUENE 24 Apr
4. NATIONAL ZEITUNG ‘ 243 Apr
5. DER MORGEN 24 Apr
6. BERLINER ZEITUNG 24 Apr
7. FREIMEIT 24 Apr
8. SAECHSISCHE ZEITUNG 24 Apr
9. VOLKSSTIMME, Karl-Marx.Stadt 24 Apr
10, MAZRKISCHE VOLKSSTIMNE 24 Apr
11. LEIPZIGER VOLKSZEITUNG 24 Apr
12. NEUER TAG 24 Apr
13. FREIHEIT 25 Apr
14, SAECHSISCHE ZEITUNG 25 Apr
15. VOLKSSTIMME, Kari-Marx-Stadt 25 Apr
16, MAERKISCHE VOLKSSTIMME 25 Apr
17, LEIPZIGER VOLKSZEITUNG 25 Apr
18. NEUER TAG 25 Apr
18. LAUBITZER RUNDSCHAU _ 25 Apr
20. VOLKSSTIMME, Magdeburg 25 Apr
21. DAS VOLK, Erfurt 25 Apr
22, BSCHWERINER VOLKSZEITURG 25 Apr
23. FREIE ERDE 25 Apr
24, OBSTSEE ZEITUNG 25 Apr
25, VOLKSWACHT 25 Apr
26. FREIKS WORT ‘ 25 Apr
27. SAECHSICHES TAGEBLATT 25 Apr
28, DIE UNIOW 25 Apr
29. NORDDEUTSCHE NEUESTE NACHRICHTEN 25 Apr
30. MAERKISCHE UNION 25 Apr
31. BRANDENBURGISCHE NEUESTE NABBR, 25 Apr
32. BAUERX ECRO : 25 Apr
33. DEB NEUE WEG 25 Apr
34. LIBERAL DEMOKRATISCHE ZEITUNG 25 Apr
35. NEUES DEUTSCHLAND 25 Apr
36. NATIONAL ZEITUNG 25 Apr
37. BERLINER ZEITUNG 23 Apr
38. NEUE ZEIT 25 Apy
39. JUNGE WELT 25 Apr
40, TRIBUENE 25 Apr
41. DER MORGEN 25 Apr
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42. BERLINER ZEITUNG 26 Apr
43. SAECHSISCHE ZEITUNG 26 Apr
44. DAS VOLK, Erfurt 26 Apr
45. NKEUER TAG 26 Apr
46, FREIMEIT 26 Apr
47. DER MORGEN 26 Apr
48. THRIBUENE 26 Apr
49. BAUERN ECHO . 26 Apr
50. DER NEUE %EG ' 26 Apr
31. NEUES DEUTSCHLAND 26 Apr
52. JUNGE WELT ' 26 Apr
53. MAERKISCHE VOLKSSTIMME 26 Apr
54. LEIPZIGER VOLKSZEITUNG 26 Apr
55. NEUE ZRIT 26 Apr
96. TFREIES WORT 26 Apr
57. VOLKSSTIMME, Karl-Marx-Stadt 28 Apr
58. NATIONAL ZEITUNG 26 Apr
59. VOLKSSTIMME, Magdeburg 26 Apr
60. MARRKISCHE UNION 26 Apr
61. FREIE EWDE 26 Apr
62. LEIPZIGER VOLXSZEITUNG 26 Apr
63. VOLKSWACHT 26 Apr
64. SAECHSISCHES TAGEBLATT 26 Apr
85. OSTSEE ZEITUNG 26 Apr
66, LAUSITZER RUNDSCHAU : 26 Apr
87. DIE UNION 26 Apr
68. SCHWERINER VOLKSZEITUNG 26 Apr
i2
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