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» J?"Rbﬁqéfﬂn% to the statements made seversl times by Pregi-
- dent RooseVvelt: and t¢ the agreements already drawn up by the

f}ﬁ’Americén‘govérnment ag well as by the British government, I

am in & position to assure you that the reatorstion of France
to complete independence in all her grandeur and the full
extent -of her realm which she possegsed before the wapr in
Europe as well us overseas is one of the wap goels of the
United Nations. .

It is well understood that French gsovereignty sheould be
reestablished as soon as possible in all territories, Metrogol-
itan and Colonial, over which the French flag waved in 1939.

The United States government considers the French nation
as an ally and will treat her as such.

I must add that in case of military operations in French
territory (either in the Mother Country cr in the Colonies)
in all cases in which French collaboration is found, the Ameri-
can authorities shall in no way intervene in all the affajirs
which belong solely to national sdministration or which per-
tain to the exercise of French sovereignty.

As concerns command, the United States Government has ne
thought or desire other than to place the military command of
this region in the hands of the French as soon as possible.
However, during these phases of the operation which are con-
cerned with landing, establishing security of French North
Africa, and supplying the necessary base, it is considered
essential that the American command and organization which has
been put in readiness with so many efforts and difficultiec
especially for this operation remain wchanged. (The above
clause pgsults from the recent conference between the French

RN representatives. It was drawn up before the

SRR your note of the twenty-seventh of October reading

.»
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i éRéi@rrin% to the statements made several times by Presi-
- dent Roosevell. and to the agreements already drawn up by the
American government as well as by the British government, T
am in a position to assure you that the restoration of France
to complete independence in all her grandeur and the full
extent of her realm which she possessed before the war in
Europe as well as overseas is one of the war goals of the
United Nations. .

It is well understood that French sovereignty should be
reestablished as soon as possible in all territories, Metropol-
itan and Colonial, over which the French flag waved in 1939.

The United States government considers the French nation
as an ally and will treat her as such.

I must add that in case of military operations ir French
territory (either in the Mother Country or in the Colonies)
in all cases in which French collaboration is found, the Ameri-
can authorities shall in no way intervene in all the effairs
which belong solely to national administration or which per-
tain to the exercise of French sovereignty.

As concerns command, the United States Government has no
thought or desire other than to place the military command of
this region in the hands of the French as soon as posgible.
However, during these phases of the operation which are con-
cerned with landing, esteblishing security of Irench North
Africa, and supplying the necessary bage, it is considered
essentiel that the American command and orgenization which has
been put in readiness with so many efforta and difficulties
‘especially for this operation remein unchanged. (The above
clauee resulis from the recent conference between the French
and American represeniatives. It was drawn up before the
raaoigi of your note of the twenty-seventh of October reading
a8 follows: s




oF i ‘*‘Iha mberalhaa command will begin to act after ihe

" landirg, in other words, for each landing poini, 48 hours afier
the hour fixed for the beginning of initial operations of land-
: of the first ccnvoy. As concerns subsequent operations,
the Americen trcops ¥ill come under the interallied command as
scon as they are on land".

I am communicating your sugigestion Lo the General staff
of the American Army and I am ceritain that an acceptable fur-
mula will be found. During this period, the United Stales
Governmen?. will stretch all its efforts tc furnish the French
forces with modern arms and equipment. While the equipping and
organization of the French forces will thus be carried out, the
details concerning the command can be completed in order that
the French will be ready to assume sapreme comnand ai the
desired moment. It would be desirable, in order to facilitate
the direction of operations, that a General of the French Army
be atiached to the Commander in Chief immediately after the
landing.

/s/ Wurphy

B Declassified and Approved For Release 2013/09/26 : CIA-RDP13X00001R000100440006-0
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 Monpdeur ie Géndzal,

Ms rifdrapt aux déolarstions faltor b plusleurs rae
prives %W”‘ZG‘?fﬁﬂiﬁd&& Roozavelh &t sux engugenonta dejh
contizactés par le Oouvernsaent amérioain susal Blea que povr g
1o Gouvernenent britannique, Je suls en assure ds vous &s uo
que 1a restaurstion de lu France enr pleins indépondsncm,; &u:s
soule la grandeur et toute l'dtesdue qu'ells poasddait avsnl -
1a jquerrs, aussi blen en Burope qu'Outreener, eat 1°um Gas iuia i

de guerce des Nations Unles.

I1 est bier entenduw que 1 souveraineté Irangulss Iuvie
$tro rétablie sussi tOt que posalble sur tuus lap bofritoiie:
mbtropolitaine et oolonieuz, sur leaguuls Plottalt e leu, .-
drapenu Irenqgals.

. le Gouvernement des Htela=Unis oonaiddxe la dallos
Frangeise oomwe une wllide ot la traltere <ow.e tellss

J

3'&ioutt su'en oas d’opGrotions wiliteires en lorri-
toire frungais {solt dans la Motropole, uait dans los aplonlon’
dans toun les oas od une oollaborailon {rapgalse sera truuvis,

1es autorités andricaipes n'interviendrent on rica deas loutew

1las affaires qui wont uaiquement du ressort de l'edalnletre. ‘
tion mationals, ou qui ralbdvent de l'exerolce de js @uversirei.
frangaiee.

En 08 qui ®nderne le ocomumapdemant, lo Gouvernensnt!
des ktats~-Unis n*a auouns pensés ni ddsiy que de plaver lu
comsandsaent militeire de cette rdgion dans les wmeias das
Yrangeis dés que possibvle. Toutefols, pendnnt cos phnsan do
Ltopépation dont falt partie le ddbarquement, dtebiisosat o-
séourité 4o L'Afriqus du Nord Frangolige ot fournissant iu b.se
néopmanire, il est considérd esveatiol que lv Conannde.nnt
apdrionin et 1°awfan$umi1wn gud & §td mise pur pled aves tunt
dfefrorts et de difficultds tout partioulldrsuent pour waile

. apération reste inchangde, (Im olaiae oledosoun piasuite de
. 1a récsnie appforence entye les reprégentante audricalng et
Vrongais, Eile & 6té rddigds avant le rogu do votre nuis

da 87 cosobre lissnt comme sult:

o WI1 est tout R folt norasl, st 18 chowo 3t entandus,
. que kbutes las opdretions de déberguenent sevont régldes pe
Lo T TEMRGe de Llarnée padrioniiie.

St
'
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se:d Lerre du pr
opératicns ultéricuras, lox
ous. le commandemsnt inter-

i

terre”.

Js comminigue votre suggestion & LPEtat-dsjor d6

Aruée américaine et Jjo miis certain qu’une fommls accspii~
Win sers trouvée. Pendant sette piriocds, ls Gouvernenent ¢es
‘Rtats-Unis tendys tous sen efforts on vua de fourair sux forses
frangaises des &rmes ot un équipsment modarne. Tandlis que
1¥équipenment #t l'organisation des forces frangalses s’effac-
fuera ainsi, les ddtulls conosrnant le commendsment pourront
sachever afinique les Frangals soient en mesure d*assuner s
sommandement supréne au momsnt voulu. 11 seralt ddsiradle,
‘afin de faeilitexr la direction Qes opéravions, qufun Géndrel
de *Aruse frangslse soit. adjolnt nu commandant en Chef Lunde
diatecient aprds le débarquemont.

Signé/ HR-HY.

Declassified and Approved For Release 2013/09/26 CIA—DP1%00010100440006
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~ Hovember 2, 1942

o I attach the greatest importance to the fact that in
. .case of combined miliftary operationz in French territories
~ {of the. Mother Country or overseas) which are not cccupied
- ynder the terms of the Armistice Convention by Axis powers
‘that, the United Nations Expeditionary Force shich might
'come to colleborate with local Frenck troops should be an
“expedition which is essentially American and under the leader-
ship of an American commander.

This force should not be composed of any dissident
French elements.

Only as a result of and after agreements between the
local French authorities and the American authorities in
case of necessity, non-American or dissident French or Allied
formations could be introduced into these French territories.

I am happy to assure you that the views observed by
you are completely in harmony with those of my governument.

(aigned) Murphy

CORFIDENTIAL
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Monsleur le Géndral,

: J'al 1'honpsur de vous acouser réoeption de voirs
- lettre du 38 cotohre comne suit ¢

"Jtattache la plus grands ilmportance & op quen sa=z
d’opérations militalres conbinées dans les territolres frag-
guis (de la Métropoles ou 4*Cutre-iior) qul ne sont pag occu;
aux terzes des Conventlions d'irmlstice par les Fulssances ds
1'Axe, le Corps Expéditionneire dss Natlons Unies qul viend.-
oollavorer gves les troupes frangalses loceles solt une sx,
dition essentisllenant smériozine placée scus ub somaenda.s.d

' anéricein.

"Elle ne devra comporter auoune partlolpution da:
élénents franqgaie dissidents.

"Ce n'est que par la suite et aprds entente satre
sz sutorités frangaisos locales’ ot les autorités anmérleains:
gu'en cas de bssoln des forsetions non amédricaines, allises

ou franqalses disclidentes, pourrailent 3tre introdultes sur
ces teriitoires frangals®™.

, Je suls haureuz de vous essurer que les vuss Stue
dides par vous sont tout & relt on harmonle avee celles de
mon Gouverncuent.

(wignés MURPHY)
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= .+ 1;)  The-American Government will extend the privilege of
. the Lend-Ledse Law to the orders which will be given to the
- "United States of America in the view of giving the French

- Army the means of participating in the common struggie.

2.)  The American Government will facilitate the negotiation
and execution of these orders.

3.) Likewise, the American Government will facilitate the
order to the United States and the delivery of the necessary
provigions to the revictualling of the civilian population in
the French territories which would free themselves or would be
freed from Axis imprisonment.

4.) Henceforth, adequate measures will be taken to reserve,
in foreseeing these deliveries, quantities of merchandise of
which the need is particularly urgent as well as to help the
population to assure a better functioning of transports and to
help resumption of local production.

5.} As concerns French North Africa, the list of the first
"needs", that the United States Government agrees to satisfy s
rapidly as possible, the rupture between these territories and
the Armistice Commission so soon consummated, figures on the
annex herewith which has not a limiting character.

: 6.) To hasten the arrival of this merchandise, the United
Btates Government thinks, however, that the French merchant
. ships in the ports of French North Africa, at the proper moment,
-would he able to contribute to their transport.

The¢se deliveries of merchandise will be considered
‘ &l French purchages and invoiced on a world-wide course.
e acceptiation and the invoicing of merchandise, one should
in p Euf ple, to the rules actually followed in the appli-
3 ranco-American Agreement of 1941 for the re-
" Franch North Africa.
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1 -be utilised either

ry- for 1ta evai ry expenditures
#e8 0f commissgariats in French Africa, or for the

‘Horth African exports to the United States.

" 9.) In case it should appear that the American expendi-
- tures and purchases in Africa would not cover these deliveries
~for civil needs, the question of means of payment to use will
wbe re-examined Sx a common agreenent.

"+, 10.) The American Government is engaﬁed in facilitating,
- in every possible masasure, the placement of North Africen pro-
©~-ducts, -which, by reason of the circumstances would be deprived
of their normsl outlets. As soon as a militar{ collaboration
s realised, conversations would be entered into to study in
common the conditions &h which would be plasced those products
of which the French authorities would furnish the list.

11.) Having the firm will to do all compatible with the

conduct of the war not to aggravate the sufferings of the metro-

olitan French population alread¥ 80 harshly put to the test,

he United States Government will not raise any objection to
the measures of aseistance that the French. population, freed
from the grig of the Axis, would desire to take in Ffavor of
other populations of the Frenoh soclety. With the provision
that these envoys be surrounded with the neceasarg guarantees
go that they will not be turned aside from their estination,
the expedition of familg packazes, of help to the cities of the
Mother Country edopted by the citles of Africa, the gifts of
the Red Crosm, etc. .... would have to be, in the government's
opinion, continued between North Africa snd Metropolitan
Friucalttan mother countryk

¢

(elgned) Murphy

] - f - .
Declassified and Approved For Release 2013/09/26 : CIA-RDP13X00001R0!
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ls 2 novembre 1§42

Monsieur le Générel,

Pour répondre & diverses questions qui m*ont été
possées en votre non, j'al l*honneur de vous savolir ques

I*) Le Gouvernement Américain étendra le bénéfice
de la loi "Prd#t et Bail" aux coumandes qui seront paasées
aux Etats-Unls d’Amérique en vue de donner A 1’Armée fran;zisa
les moysns de participer A la lutte commine.

£°) Le Gouvernement Américein facilitera la nézod
ciation et l'sxécution de cesn conmandes.

3°) De méme, le Gouvernement Américain facilltzra
ls commande aux EBtats-Unis et la livraison des denrées né-
cespairss au ravitaliilement des populations civiles dens les
torritoires frenqais qui se libdreraient ou serajent Libérés
de 1’emprise de 1°Axe.

4®) Dés A présent, les mesures adéquates sont prises
pour réserver, ea prévision de ces livraisons, les quentités
de marchandises dont le besvin est particulidrement urgent
sussl blen pour soulager les populations que pour assurer un
neilleur fonotionnement &es transports et alder & une reprise
de la produection losale.

§*) En os cul concernes l'Afrique Frangsise du Noxd,
le liste de ces premiers "besoins™, que le (Gouvernemsnt des
Etatas~Unis accepte de satisfaire eusai rapildement que possibie,
s1t0t consommée la rupture entre ces territoires et les
Com::isgions d*Armistioce, figure sur l'annexze ol=-jointe qui
n’e pas un caractérs limitatif.

6*) Pour accélérer 1l’arrivés de oes marchandises,
le Gouvernsment des Etats-Unis compte, toutefois, que les
navires marchends frengais se trouvant dans les ports de
1*A.f.N., le mement venu, pourront contribusr & leur trense
porte.

7®) Cos livraisons de marohandises seront Considd=
réey oozne des schats orficlels frangais et facturdes au cours
mondial. Pour l’'acceptation ot ls facturetion des mershane
dises, on se rétbrere, oxn princips, aux régles actuellsusxnt
suivies dacs i'application de l’s&coord frante-américein ds
1941 pour le ravitaillement ds 1'Afrique du Rorde

Declassified and Approved For Release 2013/09/26 : CIA-RDP 13X00001R000100440006-0
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- irexa @ffectud jex soppensation.

- orédit correrpondant au montant dég Il
eqtudps en Afrique du Hord pour Lo compis

3t arnelent Addriesin, Ces crédits seront utilisse ot
ute Les besolna du Trésor Anéricain pour ses dépenses wlii-

toires dventuslles ot ses achats A'Intendancs en Afrigue

47 Mangnise, soit pour le palenent d’ezportation nord-sfricsiss
- vopk. les Etata«Unis,

T . 9%) Au cas ol 11 a?paraitr&it qua les dépenssa oy
deg sohatn andricains en Afrique ne couvrireient pes ses Ll s
vrslaons pour besoins civils, la question des moyems de puls- i
aent & employer sera réaxaminée 4fun commun socord. £

20%) Ze Gouvernement Amérioain s’engags & facilitar.
dapw -Louts la mesure du possible, le placsuent des produltis
norddafriosing, qui, par suite dos olrconsthnoea ms troaverals:
privéls de leours ddbouschés normaux. Aussitdt une sollaboxo: -
slliteire rdalisde, des conversatlons seront engsgées pour [

fudior ep ocomnun les oonditions dsns lesquplles pourralisnt oL
$tre placéa cos produits dent il appartient aux sutorités T
Teanguises de fournir la liste. Lt

1i®} Ayant la ferme volonté ac faire tout oo i s . o
somgatiible aves ls conduite de la guerre pour ns pas agaravar ;
lex sourfrantes de la population mﬂtrnpolitmina Irangalse
di%h ol duresent dpprouvéde, le Gouvernement des Btats-Unis
a’éldvers pas d’objection contrs les mosures d*assistance us
les populations frangaises libdrdes do ilenprisse de 1l'Axe
désiraralent prendre en fuveur des autres populations de is
conmansuté rranqgaise. Scus la rdserve que c¢es anvoias goieat
eatourés des garanties ndcesuhires pour qu’ils ne soient pes
dédviéa de leur destination, llexpédition dee colis famllic.:,
den sescurs aux villes métropolitaines adoptées par les willes
d’Afrique, des dons de Crolx-Rougs, eUC...., devra 8tre, & oo
2;?: continuée entre 1°Afrique du Nord et l& Frante méi@oyc-

(RLIe .

7

Bignds MURPIHY.
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23 September, 1942

Mr. Robert D. Murphy
¢/o War Department
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Murphy:

Jonfirming our conversations with you as io
preliminary actions to be taken by your agents ashore in
the TORCH Theater, inclosed herewith is a list, prepared
after consultation with the Task Force Commanders or their
representatives, which indicates the general nature of

he tasks which we desire be undertaksn in each area.
Information is requested as to those you consider to be
within the capabilities of your organization. Upon receipt
of this information from you, you will be informed as to
the detailed and specific tasks waich are desired in each
ared.

Very truly yours,

MARK W. CLARK
Mz jor General, U. S. A.
= Deputy Commznder-in-Chief

A Pt fred

g .ﬂ" o
sk,,“ BRE 3%
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Action

‘Desmoy, or effe *trze.i.y pui out of coa-
‘mission, the following coast defense
batteries in the vicinity of ALGTZRS:

Pogition Guns

250 yés. S.8.K. bill 4 - 7.6% guns.
37 cn C. MATIFOU

Between race course
and sea 36" 44! 36 K 4 (?) 3" or 7.6"
30 7t 8" E  guns.

3 - 3.7° guns.

On GRAND MOLE 2 - 3% guns or
1.9" KG's

On JEIEE DU KEORD 2 - 3" guns.

. Battery TAGARIN Inside TAGARIN BARRACKS Emplucements for 2 - 3°
S or to Southward. guns.
- Battery de L'RMIRANTE On PESQU' ILE D2 - 4.7 guns (?) and
LYAMTRANTE £ - 3"
. - 1.9% guns.
C. KETTARI in old L - HG's
fortifications 1.9% and 1.6" gums.

800 yds. S.%. of 4 - 7.6" guns (?) and
POIRTE DES CORSULS 3/4 - 1.6" 84 guns.

¥ of No. 6 and S. Emplzcement for £ - 6" guns.
of POINTE LES DEUX

HOULINS

¥. of No. 7 and 8. - & guns

of POIMITE PESCEDE - 1.6% A4 HG's.

In old fort H.E. of , -~ (?) 6" guns.

Sﬂﬁ 1?&3}111?@: mﬂLage_

} Declassified and Approved For Release 2013/09/26: CIA-RDF’13XOOOO'LROOO10040006-0
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!Battery &" guns.

:Ydﬁ. a. of Shor“lnef

Empty emplacements.
. Mt. ST. BENOUR
369 470 50" N
30 21 36w E
AA GUNS

FORT L'EMPEREUR Reported as AA defense
center with mobile 75 mm. (Z

BABEL EL OUET Probably mobile AL batteries
BRIMANDREIS

- Priority Hour Day Action

R About 22007 - Wherever possible breck electrical con-
(10:00 PM) nections between infrz-red detector
stations, coast defense batteries and
observation stations.

Seize BLIDA and MAISON BLANCHE air-

dromes and secure or destroy French

planes thereon. Secure cr immobilize
tanks. Preserve instelletions, fuel,
stores, ammunitions, etc.

Seize and preserve intact the main civilj
broadcasting staticn. -

Seize and preserve intact, (including
records) the main telephone and tele-
graph exchanges, repeater stations and
toll facilities in or near ALGIERS.

Prevent destruction of principal cable
huta, cables and open wire lines in
the ALGIERS area.
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Pre*fent damage to main power statice.

‘Praven’r damage to &ack.s, dock inetalla- i
“'txons st ALGIERS AND HOUGIE.

Prov:,de guldes for City of ALGIERC.
Guides %o rendezvous at CBSERVATORY

HILL.
Prevent damege to key roaed and rail-
way bridges and tunnels.

Arrsnge, in so far as consistent witn
maintaining secrecy, for the seizure
or neutralivation of CGerman and [talian
arnistice commissioners.

D+l Release United Nations prisoners.
and after
IT. CASABLANCA AREA
Priority Hour DAY Agtion

1 B-1 D Destroy, or effectively put out of com-
misaion, the following coast defenses
batteries in the vicinity of CASABLLNC:L

Battery Pogition Guns

.Ha battery naames West of POINTE D'EL 4 =~ 7.6" guns,
available. HANK Lighthousge on
gseaward side of road.

Spread in a line on 4 = 5.4" guns.
geavard side of rosd

between dabiery noted

above and POINTE D'EL HANK.

TABLE d' AOUKACHA 4 = 3.9% guns.

On seaward side cf 2 = 37 guns.
hemi 4:%? Jié’.tm ‘T“‘AN

‘ . ) ) ) - ) - ) - 1
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IDI,BOU AZZA Area

A SEBAK hren- 3" puns.

Base of JETEE TRANS- 90mm guis.
VERSALLE.

JETEE DELURE 90mm guns.

South of EL HANK heavy guns.
CEMETERY.

ANFA ‘ 3.5" guns.
HIPPODROME 4 - heavy guns.
VELODROME L - 3" guns.
" CAMPS 4'AIRE BORDJA - 4 - heavy guns.
Priority Hous Day setion

2 22002 D-1 Break electricel connections between

(10:00 PM) red detector stations, coast defcnse
teries and obserVution gtations.

H Seize airdromes near PORT LYAUTY Y, CAS;;T.
and RABAT (two each) and secure or desti,
the planes thereon. Preserve installaticns
and supplies so long as consistent with
retaining them.

Seize, if possible, but avoid danage to the
group of radio stutions at CAS/BLALCRA, PORT
LYAUTEY and IFEDALA. Seive at risk of des-
truction the radio z.ations at RABAT.

Seize and preserve intact (including
ecorda) the main telephone, telegraph
geahar utationu, in the area &around
ABLANCA, PORT LYAUTEY and E;DALI

i

GBGWH!‘ I AR
Y L!-né l‘}.{D{\IMmQ




Acgion %Egi He N
Prévent danage to docks and port aqu;pm :nf &i
CASABLANCA PORT LYAHTWY TEDALA RHD BAFL

Provide guides at PORT LXAETFY FEDALA and
SAFI familiar with CAHAEL&HCA And environs.

Prevent damage to key road and railroad
bridges and tunnels with prlorltj in the
order of the difficulty of their replacement.

Arrange, if possible, without disclosing
secret information for the elimination or
neutralization of German and Italian armisilice
commissioners.

D+l Heleavo United Nations nrisoners.
and s=fter

III. ORAN AKFA

Priority Hour _ Day Action
1 -1~ D = Destroy, or effectively put out of commission,

the Pollowing coast dﬂfban batteries in the
vicinity. of ORAN:

Battiery Pestition Gung

CANASTFL 9.4" guns 80-100 yds 3 - 9.4" pung
S.¥. from edge of cliff./ - 3" AA guns
3" guns S. or S5.W. of MG's
94" guns. 2 3.L.S.

ESPAGNOL About 4,000 ft. W.N.E. - 3" guns
of ORAN light. Outaide 2 emplacements.
0ld Fort.

CAMEFTTA é 7" gung abgut 2700 ~ 4JT" guns
_ N.N . of ORAN 3% puns

t. Dutgide an -t
u{d Fort. nghb W' Mebile AA

on edge of cliff. Rb yﬁ'
und detector.

top of aeaWavd 1“ ?HA/LA guns

. %% e
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Pnsltlon

iOn the ‘slppes above
FQORT IﬁhKKEﬂ

- Thehoidlfort or
~Blopes to seaward

MBABOI;'T SALI ~ On MARABOUT SALI

' MOSSLT HOSSLI

‘MERS EL KEBIR  On the promontory.

DU SANTON 7.6" guns in pairs
allgned N.E. - S.V.
cn N.E. and S.W. edge
of bANTOW ridge.

BOUISEVILLE P.D.

" AIN EL TURK Lbout 800 yards W.N.¥.
of AIN EL TURK

CAP FALCON P.D.
ARZEY: N.E. cide of town on
¥T. DE LA POINTE FORT POINTE

6% cables N.W. of
oscillating light at
FORT POINTE

AA CINS

_JP.D

(?) 4 - 3" AL guns
AA M.G.'S
S/L

3.5" ? HA/LA funs

mG s

- guns
L.AJA.
S/L's

- 3" mobile HA/LA

VA
guns
{.G.'s

4 - (?) 3" HA/LA uns.

- 3" guns

- 2" guns

4.1" or 3.5" guns
36" S/L's.

> - 3" guns

and H.M.G.'s

- 3.5" guns

A-An gﬁmS

- o
mll:g" gunsg MoGe'
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, %wfé. 5
:Breax electrlcal conn« ctiong bvtwe91 infre
' red detector siat¢ons, coast defenge ba f«
ries ‘and «b ervatloﬁ statlnns¢~ ‘

-Secure oF d@strcy *ench pldn@s tnereona

" Prevent resistence to, and illuminate for,
parachute landings. Preserve installation:
and supplies if conzisteni with gaining
and keeping possession of them.

Seize, if possible, but avoid camage to, the
main military and naval redic stations at
ORAN. Relief by our forces cannot be ex-
pected in less than two deys.

Seize and preserve intact (including records;
the main telephone, telegraph and repeater
stations, in the area around ORAN.

Prevent destruction of cable huts, toll cable |
and open wire lines in the area arcund OFk:l..!

Prevent damage tc the main rower stations
at and near ORAN.

Prevent damage to docks and cort equigment at |
ORAN, ARZFU AND MOSTA GAIEM.

Provide guides at points to te indicated iztery
capable of directing forces within 20
miles of ORAN and in the city.

Prevent demage to key road and railroad
bridges and tunne?s with priority in the
order of the difficulty of their replacement

Arrange, if possible, without
secret informaticn, for the
neutralization of German and
tice commissioners.

;Relgasa United Nations prisoners.

CASE OF SERTOUS FRFNCE FFSISTACE.

- - - M M -
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‘ﬁ;ﬁﬁrhygtmn, D.C. (ecoatta. )

e‘destroyers or larger warships =

X submarines or small craft. Avosd
“blocking hartors. To be dcne previocus to
‘D-day only if ordered by Commender-in-Chie

Neutralize coast defense and searchlight
batteries, direction finding staticns and
infra-red installations. T3 be done pre-
vious to D-day only if ordered by Command
in-Chief.

Destvroy planes but act installations or
gasoline reserves on airdrones which cen-
not be secured.

Demolish key points on roads ana railrnzde
such ag bridges and defiles in accorderce
with a detailed program ic le presentec
and discussed. To be done previous io
D-day only if ordercd by Cosmander-in-
Caief.
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September 4, 1942

ELEMENTS FOR CONSIDERATION IN THE
FRENCH NORTH AFRICAN SITUATTON

Summary of the Situation

Since the Armistice, the resources and military
-meane of French Africa have never been sutficient te in-
sure its defense. Present effectives are relatively im-
Eportant and recruiting among the native population would
pemit of a substantial increase of effectives if neces-

therefore, must come from abroad.
L iﬁare are mt‘eri&l_ difficulties arising from the
T a “ "p}inj.‘stmqgn resulting from the departure of

teriial :@161: been replaced. His

¢ -
i
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féfffcials.,’In other words, among six different, people;

;Jay'nothlng of the officials in charge of Morocco, Al-
ger;a and Tunisia. There does not exist at the moment 1&'7
French Africa a civilian official or army officer who has
the prestige or the authority necessary to undertake the

initiative to place the country in a state of defence, and

to obtain from abroad the necessary deliveries of materiel.
These decisions must be provoked.

It should also be noted that if the large major-
ity and the civilian an& military authorities is either
fevorable to the American cause, or more precisely hostile

“vto lue Axis, the large majority of the population is apath-
etic, Favorable in principle to a reaction of defence, the
maes of people will undertake no initiative, but, on the con-
trary, will submit if other decisions are taken.

b To remedy this situation it would appear normal,

tirttuo! &11, to comat an the French Government. There is




Px‘oblems of supply and direction regarding the

. ;'béfexf;‘ge: of Africa cannot be resolved without diplomatic

bonvqisations~and without substantial delays. As far es
we‘knov, nothing has been done in this respect. ‘“There is
little likelihocd that the French Government will give the
necessary orders in time to enable a decision to resist,
if it had & desire to take such a decision. Indecision
regarding policy reacts on the preparation for defence and
at a given moment the lack of preparation for defence will
react in its turn on the political decision,

To summarize, there is reason to fear that the
| future of Africa is dependent in the last analysis on the

‘deciaion of Germany.

Exceptional Measures




-agreexnen ' wh:@h would pemrh Africa to remain

'ﬁ'ggnc]h and to receive outside support;

2, o study the material conditions of such
an agreement (i:nterv:ention, supplies, cooperation
of specialists, etc.);

3. To obtain the necessary cooperation from
the ranks of the civiiian officials, the police au-
thorities and the Army;

he To find a solution of the problem of the

high command when this project is raised.

Attitude of the United States

This project cannot be developed normally if
the American Govermm:nt does not approve in principle. The
defence of Africa cannot be assured, except by supplies from
abroad and it is impossible to contemplate that any initia-
tive may be underteken in an important mamner without prelim-
‘Einmy #utiisfa,ctian in this regard. It is certain thet the
' n ‘r;r work can ‘be undertaken, eaper'ia l1y as relating

. ) . : . e | A
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net be improvised.

TR S

Bu\b‘thls lrork whlch as a matter of fact iz now in course,
'carmot usefully be pushed beyond a certain point without
m:omatlcun on the question of the attitude of the United
S tates and the importance of the foreign cooperation which
may be expected and the delays which may occur. Refusal to
take a favorable attitude will lead undoubtedly to the in-
terruption of the only substantial work which at present
is being done to place French Africa in a state of defence.
The developnent of sich a program is a time-teking
matter involving political consultations, the assembly of
stocks and the routing of deliveries and the accomplish-
ment of liaisons which is is very delicate in its execution.
In addition, the difference in the types of miliftary mater-
iel would require a period of instruction. This problem can-
The realization of the problem necessilates cen-
a;idt@fsble cooperation in the civiiian administration, with
ce and with the Army. This cooperation is at pesent
rut ihc:mz ‘?a:isgppg‘ii' qu:@?:kly a8 a resull of shift-
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Ta smmmarize, it seems urgantly necessary that a
trvply in principle should not be long deferred at a tims

?yhen;extarnal incidents may at any moment intervene, In

fﬂfa ngy ¥hich would make desirable the application of the

C‘?prﬁﬁrnn described, and when a pericd of several weeks is
necessary to prepare completely such a program from the mo-
ment that the reply in prineciple has been given.

The French Group in North Africa have avolved a
program which they declare would be effactive if the United
States would be prepared for the following:

1. 'The recognition of & provisicnal government
to be set up in French North Africa, promptly on its
establishment;

2. Provide transport ships to ocarry French ef-
fectives and military equipment now at Dakar to French
North Africe:

9. MArrange for the immedlate shipment of arms

and amsunition to North Africe against payment to e
,flndﬁ ty the provisional government with gold now
ttaxed in E’mnch A:tricu;

. [
. _ . | ]
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6. To accept French command of military forces
L French Africa;

7. If and when French Africa proclaims its in-
dependence, the United States would send a contin-

gent of naval units to Bizerta.

French Africa as a Theater of Operations

There can be little question regarding the import-
ance of French Africa as a theater of operations igainst
the German and Italian forces. The importance of the Med-
iterranean basin is demonstrated clearly in severe naval
‘lassés which have occurred largely as a result of Allied in-
ability to control the Norih African shr:re, regulting in the
ilcuf;ely dangerous situation at Iﬂalta,% Feypt and the Middle

‘ ‘meme in‘no d ubt of ‘bhe baaie: aiymp&thy of the bulk
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‘ :-Arnq‘j;%_ioff jcers declare that they would gladly cooperate
‘with American forces, but that they would oppose by all
p‘eans at their disposal British intervention in French
Hbrtﬁ Africa. This hostility also applies to the de Gaulle
organization. The French group with whom we have been in
contact over a long period of months insists that it will
'only cooperate with the United States as it believes the
risk involved in cooperation with the British will be

great enough to imsure failure of such an enterprise.
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34 ‘rench North :Africa in Order. te Renist

i H
H ,x

shagsion, | :
.. (December 22, 1941}

e moderate amount of material requested herein below
en in consideration with the purpose of this memoran-
8 to gay it is devoted to a study of defensive action
R kp t to a territory or position which the enemy has not yet
tacke o

“I.. " French airforces in North Africa comprise:

i ﬁl‘ﬁgroppaf of pursuit aircraft (1 group eguals 27 planes) ---=---
: ---160 pursuit ships

-’4 13 g,rbu.ps. reconnaissance bombers (1 group equals 13 planes) -&y
“ ~-=-170 ships

; These units have at their disposal 10 days supply of gaso]%xe
_and munitions.

.. IY. ~From the extreme weakness as shown by the above numera-
tion, it will be necessary for immediate aid in the form of 200
‘combat gl_anes with personnel. This aid, we fel, would be. fur-
- nished by Great Britain as soon as she would acquire the cer-

“tainty that F.N.A. desires to resist German threats.

is necessary that the plenes constituting this first aid
should arrive on the airports of F.N.A. within the first
of -a push. Mechanics and ammunition supplies for the plane
. 'ghould arrive at the same time by trangport aircraft.
ould be delivered from Gibreltar to any French North

1 t to be.delivered upon at time of need.

lms&lcould.: be supplied from the gaso-
Africa. After that period, their supply

ne. stocks whose arrival is requested
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s el i g ‘

,f:theae unite of first urgency would be
1 »gbased mm south and southwestern

, of the 6 pursuit groups and the 13
. Should be renawed, by the delivery of
din; 3 to the follewing 8chedule:

50 pursuit planes on the 15th day (after hostilities have
omne e"), thereafter 100 pursuit planes every fortnight;

‘”nlOO bonbers on the 15tn «ay, therzefter 80 planes every fortnight.

These planes could be mounted either in Britain or in Freach
'Equatorzal Af'rica,

""The’ asseﬂbling of these planes could be envisaged in F.N.A.
;w(at Casablanca) from the 3rd week on.

B ﬂFithvthe first deliveries it would be necessary to send 1
- mechanic for 2 planes in order to instruct the French ground
. ;personnel as well as an instructor pilot for every 6 aircraft.

; V. In respect, for the gasoline supply for the above, from
»}thc 10th day on it would be necessary tc count on a delivery of
500 tons of gasoline per day, as well as ammunition supplies
‘aa follows:

..o, The necessary amount for 300 pursuit plane nissions per day;
&he seame -for 300 bomber miseions per day.

The first cargos of the deliveries should cocntain the
anti~aircraft material:

. The Smount necesssry to cover their unloading (to be determined
i i ‘D&partnant interested);

, t t léeast 20 airfields, i.e., 12 - 20 m/m or 25 m/m
; v words a tofel of 240 pieces. An instructor
] o&ry for avexy bmttery of 6 gung.

1an'a,Fgaaaline, munitions, and
; - gupplies {tanks, etc.)
nidge-head on




:i‘i’m_r

IR S0 s R S IS RO
and Approved For Release 2013/09/26 : CIA-RDP13X00001R000100440006-0 ]

flghmes ey —_

<3

the onemy has esbeblished footing, a1l
glly teke priority over those of aviation

Ipless £ the infantry and mechanized forces

p;"otgcpibn ‘of 1ts landing fields.)




B

Bef d:tremem s  fmme- 1st 2nd 3rd Ltk
:or ls’c. momh dlatra week  week week wesk
th nk guns 50C 200 300
fum tanks. (between
0 and 20 tons)....... 500 200 300
; Beavy tanks more than 20T -~ 500 <00 300
TII - mm
_Sub-machine gunS....... 10, 000 1,000 3,000 2,000 2,000 2,000
’1, Grenade throwerS..e.... 1, 000 100 300 200 200 200
Anti-tank guns
" (1ight callbre below 40mm 1,000 500 500
o (heavy *® above 40mm 200 100 100
" Anti-aircraft connon
(1ight below 40 mm... 500 500
(heavy above 40 mm... 200 200
. IIT - AMMONITION
For tank guns
 (below 40 MReseeeees. 2,000 shells 1/4 1/4 1/4 1/4
per piece
<+ (above 40 mM...evunae 1,000 shells 1/4 1/4 1/4 1/4
- per piece
Cartridges for sub-
machine guns.........100,000,000 1/10 3/10 2/10 2/10 2/10
Grenades for throwers. 2,000,000 1/10 3/10 2/10 2/10 2/10
" Incendiery Gremnades... 1,000,000 1/5 1/5 1/5 1/5 1/5
Cartridges and shells
-for anti-tank guns
(Tight.....ovvvnerea. 3,000,000 1/4 1/4 1/2
W-v‘oi_wvo:ltncc’-.'o 403,000' 1/4 :]-/4 1,/2
3,000,000 1/2 /4 1/4
s 000, 000 - 1/2 /A 1/4
58 V7SNV I V)
/5 25 1/E




30

”,kt, hgavy.......; 100 20
lnceﬁoanovosooo‘tcnon 500 200

i HISG N HATERIEL
.‘Bridgc tﬁlmlcooaoo’oo-o 8 units I
’ t1§.1 m&terialoceouno :
o dividual binoculars... 10,000 , 2,500
Observgtion binoculars.. 1,000 250

;jinfcntry telemeters.ca.e. 200 100 100
. kptillery telemeters.... 100 50
He vy Artillary telemeters 50 . 50
1 inison materiel.cescs
Light radio posts 1,000 300 500
Heavy rsdio posts mounted
= %ﬁn c.?‘t&ooio;tcccoooca 200 50 100
Individual squipment
chkﬂooqoaoncoocono ’ 1/5 1/5 1/5
NLOONBearsssosssoirnnsee 100 000 y 1/5 1/5 1/5
s “snd suspender belts 50, 000 /56 1/5 1/5
g6 DOX8B.uccrenae 150,000 1/5 1/5 1/5
kSmac.ncoogoaoo 100 000 l 1/5 1/5
.{ 700,00 1/5 1/5 1/5 1/5

- 10,000 T . 5,000T 5,000
BQ 000 T 15,000 15,000 10,000 ‘LO 000 10,000

Gﬁﬂ’f 1,500‘ 1 500 1 ,000 l 000 1 00\;
zegmiim ’ : 5’000 &.”| OOO 5 000 GOO

Q'QQ‘"‘ /5 /5
’ S 7/ ¥ , 1/5 1/5
1/6 1/5

) 80,000
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4o bé delivered in rumning order with
| ent tools, spare: parts and amnnition

&

tml& ‘eﬂeeirsble to havé all cafipns which can be use
nti-tank or anti-aircraft, for both purposes. -

/2070t the ﬁmz;ber of ail tank guns,
:‘Less than 1 ton.

| B Can carry 1% tons and carry as trailer a light anti-tank
or anti-aircraft gun.

& | Cm carry 24 tons and carry as trailer a field gun or an
anti-tank or anti-aircraft gun heavier than 40m/m,

g+« Can pull tanks.

g%, Short waves, receiving and sending sets for wireless radio,
with a range of 50 kilometers. Maximum weight 10 xilograms,

set up 8o &3 to be carried or men's backs or on cars. Should
be the type that can be worked while moving,

h. Shert wave receiving and sending sets, working both for
radio and telegraphy. The minimum range 40C kilometers while
set up or 200 kilecmeters when moving.

i. To be transported in thes deliveries of automobiles,

J. These figures correspond to the North African consumption
as a whele ; they ars therafore above militery needs themselves.
If impossible to deliver so much because of lack of tonnage,

. this smount could be breught to 75,000 tons.

k. Locomotive coal,

1

2 S Lol Bty
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sase In Gertan demands. and the unveasonsble attifude
'Eqvernnent at Vichy can-at any moment place the
]:: e = o

his eventuzlity and in order to safe-guard its proper
erice, North Africa--an essential component of the Fmpire--
be lead into a momentary separation from metropolitan France
to proclaim its independence.

‘ The success of such an enterprise--within a French Cadre--is
only posaible if the following requisite conditions are fulfilled:

A necessary leader;
An initial fave _ble situation;

Outside help which would comprise military interventicn and
supplies beth of munitions and provisions.

These different points are examined below.
A leader:

The military command in F.N.A. is actually decentralized. The
recent replacements and the reorganizations of the high command
doubtlessly would cause dissension and produce grave difficulties,
ueig it necessary in the middle of a crisis to call for centralized
action,

There is no one in awthority at the moment, it would seem, who
either by reputation or personal prestige could carry sufficient
weight to assume sole leadership.

General Weygand is the only possible military leader. However,
his taking over command presenis a very delicale problem which will
not be examined herein. It only appears neccssary to state definitely
that, if General Weygand refused his aid, the liberation of the

F.N.A. could not be envisaged without armed intervention on the part
of the allies and particularly the U.S.A. '

Initial favorable situation:
The enemy may attack F.N.A. from the directions of Libys and

- Spanish Morocco, at the sume time supplementin%ntheae ground movements
~-‘with parschute attacks and landing operations in Northern Tunisia.

e Rl " . : 4 =
: Gl L
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.+ <" The French army in North Africa could, even in its present state,
:defend itself against enemy landings and parachute movements
“ “if it were supplied with munitions and materiel. It could also defend
- Ttsell with success againsi sny attecks coming from the Spanish
Moroccan Zone if forces which are now staticned there are nol reen-
forced in tanks. However, these troops would be incapable of any
serious resistsnce to an attack by the massed axis panzer divisicns
coring from Libya.

On the other hand in view of the urgency of the necessary
supplies, their tonnage, the small number of Moroccan ports at one's
dizﬁgsal, the transportation 3ifficulties in the interior and their
weakness in respect to air bombings, the free ufilization of the
maritime route from Gibralter directly to Algerisn or Tunisian
ports is imperative, especially for the first supplies.

As a conclusion therefore, the initial situation conld be
judged favorable if the enemy coming from Libya were destroyed or
held in place by British actionand if an important amount of
tonnage of war materiels could penetrate without loss into the
western Mediterranean.

However, such a situetion cannot result from any riposte which
would leave the benefits of initiative of action to the enemy.

Tt is necessary in consequence, to take the initiative
oneself in order to gein time, surprise the enemy, make effective
reply to their reactions or avoid them, in a word create for
oneself the initial situation desired.

Tis initiative can only be secured by following a set plan
shich would take into consideration these essential questlions:

On one hand the intervention of allied military forces;

_&Qn the other hand the supplying to F.N.h. of indispensable
mumnitions. .

These questions are examined below:

Intervention of Allied military forces:
T™is intervention seems necessary only (I) for the defense of

-

- Tunisia and Northern lorocco and would only be necessary during the
- first fex weeks.

QEE@£QW&O|EIIIWIE
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er o ard will not bo exapined in thia

RN

st.$0 Tuniey here it is more a question of indireot said,
ould take the form of dentruction or Lixation of the eneny
“Libys and Tripoli; later, of course, naval and air aid in
enemy landings would be needed.

o -hivht fér Morocoo, in case of Bponish aggression, whether or not
~‘>auggqrtedzby the Germens, Allied participation should teke the
owing form:

" ol

... Blocksds of the Spanish and Riff Cossts; uir action ageingt the
bases in Spain and Spanish Morosco; for at least geveral weeka in
the lnitial stages, the loen of 1 or 2 armored divisions in

Horocoo the eneny has been able to reenforce to a conaiderable
sxtent the armored ~orces now in the Spenish Moroccen Zone bafore
the blockede starts in, It should be underlined that this mildary
{ntervention is strictly limited to the sbove hypothesie. As &
matter of feot, it is preferrable Lo devote whatever lonnage cun
be ngurtd to supplies and meteriel, espeolally when the small
capacity of the French Atlantic African Porte are tuken into
sonsideration.

Yollowing along the sams line of thought, it would be useless
and even inopportune at the bﬂ§inming to reenforee the F.N.A,
troops with garrisons now ln Frenoh West Afrlca, which obviously
1xck modern meteriel and equipment.

: In addition, for tha whole of F.N.A. whatever hypothesis ls

; anvisaged, it would be wise to have as u temporary rashforoement
(say for 6 weeks) AA meterlel and men for the special §rot@cttun of

norts. This reenforcoment should be ln the ordaer of at leaat

$100 heavy or light A batteries INDISPENSABLE SUPPLIES 10 Ty N g

!huittﬁnch aray as left bg the Armietice Convention s poorly
v modern meteriel, that le to say armorel vehiolea, AA
pmant, nutomokive materiel, oto.

vefore vital to supply the more important deficlenoies
ponsible time, 1

< F
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-herewith’ gives the necessary indications
emorsndum. establishes the amount of deliveries for
:subgequent, details by fraetions, the
e be delivered immedistely and the weekly

The:needs set forth herein concern solely the army. 4t must.
mderstood, of course, that as our information is necessarily

lete; the following tables are not as comprehensive or

ed ‘as could be desired. )

“Likétise the fractioning of deliveries is made in a rather
. arbitrary manner and, of course, it will be followed only in so
far as the possibilities of the situation permit.

In any event, the information contained in this memorandum will
. be sufficient to establish an adequate plan for transportation

and will allow especially the routing in advance--before beginning
- of any military operations--of the cargoes carrying the first and
“urgent supplies whose delivery is called for immediately, besides
those schedules from the first week.

The two supply contingents, called for during the first week,
are very important, since it has been demonstrated above that, by
taking the initiative and obtasining the benefit of surprise, this
transportation of materiel can be sent via Gibraltar to the
different designated points in F.N.A. This period of a week
corresponds to our evaluation of the time the Germans will require
to act in force through the south of Spain. In the event of axis
action within a shorter time, all the cargoes which have not been able
- to pasg the straits of Gibraltar would be sent te French Moroccan
ports. In case the facilities ¢of these ports would be over-
..crowded, unloading could be carried out in French West Africa or in
the British possessions nearby.

Ye deem that the risk set forth is not too hazardous. It would
‘find its compensation very i....ay uwough the advantages which
special nassive arrivals of materiel end provisions would confer

e _throughout F.H.A. The instant use of this war materiel would

perait, as. a matter of fact, reenforcement of French North African

“srmed: forces to such an extent that they could, allowing for

) reorganization, take the offensive within a short time, both

L Span roceo and, if necessary, in Tripoli while al the game

¢ behind their cover--throughout the Eapire--*the Army of French
stion,would be forming.* =~

1t
H
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. 1st 2nd 1 4th"
urgency Urgency urgency urgency

;FLZ& ?1/4; 1/4 /4
/2 1/
total
1/2

1/4 1/4
1/2 1/2

1/4 3 1/2
Anti-tank mines 1/4 1/4 : 1/4
Yotcrcycles with side cars 1/4 1/4 /! 1/4
‘Light trucks : 1/2
Trucks 1/4 1/4 ' 1/4

Tractors for cross~ '
v country cars 1/4 1/2

Mobile repair shops for
armoreg vehicles 1/4 1 1/2

Mobile repair shops for
automobiles 1/4 1/2

" . Ambulances /4 1/4 ' 1/4
| ;\‘f-}ﬁhi‘oliqﬁ‘aq\iipuont 1/4 / 1/4
i,ﬁ%ﬁeons"’:ﬁm& tents /4 1/4
walim, oil snd grease 1/4 1/4
L | 1/4 | 172

: Tgt;al
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e joined herewith gives separate totals by catagories
and munitions rejuired during.the first month.
ind g-in addition the fractioning of deliverias,
ingent: of ‘firet urgency to be sent immediately and the

les: for later,

There : -'Ialso' indicated (1) certain directions for the estab-
ighi corresponding plen of transportation; (2) certain

omplementary indications in regard to the specialist persomnel
-.. :which is indispensable, as well as a fractional specification
© " “of the materiel of first urgency to be delivered immediately.

I. Transportation Plan

1. This plan calls for the utilization not only of the sea
route but also of air transportation for the setting up in pro-
perly designated emplacements of AA and AT units. 2. To reduce
rail and road traneportation in F.N.A. it is imperative that this
materiel be put into place immediately, so as to avoid massive
destructive effects upon certain categories of supplies and to
provide for the maximum of security with a pinimum of bottle-neck
conditions.

A. In accordance with the conditions of the moment the
totality of F.N.A. ports should be utilized.

B. The cargo of each boat should not, in principle, be con-
fined to one special category of supplies but should vary in general,
especially for the first urgency fractions, a cross section of
the whole list to be furnished. Where army vehicles, AA or AT
gma or automotive equipment is concerned, each automatic arm
or vehicle should always be accompanied by & first delivery of
munitions.

1, No definite destination can be fixed a priori for any
* jndividual bokt. The unloading ports will be indicated at the
proper moment by the trens rtation unitas of F.N.A. forces in
. sccordance with the genersl situstion, unloading facilities, all
" in divect colldboration with American or Allied naval authorities.
L MOROLCO 3.5 (or 35%)
ALGIERS 5.5 (or 55%)
TONISIA 1 or 10%)




+The loading of the boats and their route will be of course

ermined with this distribution in mind., As to the deiiveries

ch are to be sent before the begimning of any hostile opera-
tions, they should be af least within 48 hours steaming disiance
frod the designated point at the morent of attack.

) “Final orders to proceed to such depignated ports will be
given them while at sea by the American Navy Department, who as
soon as hostilities arrise if not before, will be in liaison
with the F.N.A. command, uhrough the intermediary of whatever
American Naval Commend will be assigned for the carrying through
of the operations, working in conjunction with the transpertation
bureau of the F.N.A. GHQ.

II. Specialist Personnel Required:

Po hasten the definite placing of AA equipment, it willi be
necessary fhat specialist personnel accompany certain categories.
The entire number required should arrive at the latest on the day
after the Axis attacks. This personnel would not be required for
a great length of time, for from 2 to 6 weeks according to the
different specialties. The necessary indications as to this are
given below: Annex to Note #1.

MATERIEL KUMBER OF SPECIALISIS LENGTH OF STAY ObiER=
VATIONS

Armored vehicles 1 for 20 (if possible 10) 4 to 6 weeks mechanitivn
pilot

Anti-aircraft
armament 1 for 10 guns 2 weeks

Anti-tank armament 1 for 30 guns 2 weeks mechanition
Automobiles 1 for 50 vehicles / to 6 weeks "

Radio eguipment 1 for 30 sets 3 weeks

11I. Complementary instructions.

. autonotive materiel according %o the contingents

fivet 15 days ghould also be delivered entirely

: A S
1R000100440006-0 [¥
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) ‘ghould be extended to'all deliveries
11 F.N.A. capacity as

:Ca | nent delivered at later dates should
.fully assembled and in“working order.

- Y addithon a1l equip

3 ko d In ihez- event t;hat the urgent list of supplies for immediate
. deldvery are to be reduced, a list classifying the different iyves
" of urgency for the different categories of materiel and supplies

is given herewith.




l
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- Staff Talks

| The Freach Group eager to cooperate with us
French Af'rica- urge conversations between American and
French representatives regarding - (1) deliveries of ma-
teriel, and (2) operations. These conversations would be
held either in Algeria ar Morocce, depending on our conven-
ience, and would have for their objective the definition of
the needs of materiel and supplies; the regulation of all
questions relating to deliveries and division of the mater-
iel and supplies; the eventual arrival of American person-
nel, and the solution of all technical questions arising

from such deliveries, their protection and division.

Political Questions

The French Group hopes for a consolidation of all
French nationals in an effort to resist the Axis, but under-
stands that t! British Government will never abandon Gen-
eral de Gaulle. It does understand, however, that the Brit-
ish Goverrnment will promise formally that the National Com-
‘mittee will not participate in any action in French North

 pffica.

ZEC il dani i 2 SR R e 1o
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: ‘f I I adie wndenatesd by Yhe Frensh Grewp thad

© quekbions Teghndlag bhe velabioashlp betwesn the Prens

o iimh Afyien apd Y Flghiing Foansh i fonded #Rd In Bowa:
tordal Afwion, while importanb, ave puvely inbermed qea-

tions which coneelm the Preneh. Thay hope thal senbaet

¥ith Qeneral de daulle would eply be watabiished afbsy the

Interventdon in PreRch Herth Afvien had been pealieed,

Propag

Intervention in French North Africa wonld cen-
template n petioun Dropagsuda offort tmmedintaly preceding
8ach ah operations [t would be Wiwize to engage v A pre-
Wtare propaganda of ford, witieh would only zerve to alave
the Axie ead disturd uni'Piendly elemerdts in Novth Afeica
who would interpret it a8 a warfing ef intetventioh, How-

avedy eareful study sheuld be given te the preparation of

propagands haterial for diatpibubion by alrplanea prefep-

ably and thPough Frensh asurean of a chavacter whieh would
indieate 118 preparation by bhe French thewselves rather
thai by a fobedgn power, In bile conneabion, the French
. Group wilh whum we have boen in eontawt ik giving serious




" consideration to this problem and will be most helpful in

its execution if snd when the time arrives.

Arsb Policy

The total population of French North Africa in-

ciudes approximately 20,000,000 people, of whom about
018,000,000 are Arabs and Eerbers and 2,000,000 are Europeans.

Ip the event the United States should ever engage in a mili-
tary intervention in French North Africa, the native popula-
tion wnuld constitute an e¢lement of the greatest importance
and value. The adminisiration of this population, howevar,
guggests many complicated questions which it is our opin-
jon that the United Stafes is not cualified to nandle by
reason of lack of experience, language difficulties, etc.

This factor constitutes one of the important rea-
sons why the United Jtates, if contemplating a military op-
eration in French North Africa, should cooperate closely

with friendly French elements. These elements include spe-

ciclists in Arab affuirs who are well qualified te handle
all matters relsting to Arab administration. It is pro-

posed, therefore, that relations with the natives in French

l Declassified and Approved For Release 2013/09/26 . CIA-RDP13X00001R0001004400086
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“the French Group to.which ref-

th reference to the relations with the natives
in ‘Spanish Africa, tie French Group and the Americans would
" exchange information and consult at all times when it would

appé’a'r necessary to elaborate and apply a common policy.

General Andre Giraud

Since his escape from Koenigsiesin last May, the
leaders of the French North African Group have been in touch
personally with General Andre Giraud. He has given them his
authorization to <ontinue their effort and has designated cer-
tain military officers in French North Africa for this pur-
pose. Ones of these officers, Brigadier Genmeral Charles Mast, "
is stationed in Algiers as chief of staff of the 19th Army
C‘erpk. Mr. Robert Murphy has been closely in touch with Mast
émrixg recent months. He learns from Mast that operating

irith the assistance of the French Second Bureau in Vichy,

Mast organized General Gireud's escape from Germany. Ac-

cmding te Mast, and other staff officers with whom Murphy




%o '_of hostil.ities against the Axis and will take con-

- nanﬁ; of the French foreng in France and/or North Afriea.

g

1,

Gengral Mast informed Murphy that staff talks

- might, be held betwesn French officers ard Amcrican officers

in this connection, subject of course to cther developments,
such as Axis provocation, which might precipitale earlier
action. Mast stated the opinion, which he said is fully
shared by General Giraud znd numerous other French high
ranking office-rs, to the effect that German defeat is as-
sured and that the only hope France has %o emerge from her
humiliating nosition is the resumption of hostilities at a
time when she can expect from the United States adequate and
timely military aid.

General Mast also informed Murphy that the ideal

N

of this group of French officers, including General Giraud,

' would be a general resumption of hostilities by the French

in Metropeliten France and North Africa in the spring of

1943 for the reason that they consider that by that time

the German position would have been greatly weakened due to

losses on the Fastern Frout and lower morale on the part of

** the German population, plve the factor that the Allied abil-
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fiﬁyydffhffhnsﬂke action on the Coh£inent would be greatly
" auguented by that time. They feel thet it is of the ut-

| f_most importance that the French be protected from prema-

“ture action which'thqy are convinced would bring about the
utter and final ruin of the French nation. They all say
that this is the last trump which the French have to play
and that it must be timed most carefully.

Referring to North Africa, General Mast in-

formed Murphy that the United States could ccunt on the even-

/

tual cooperation in French North Africa of at least 1, army V

divisions composed of French officers end French and na-
tive troops.

't is also refreshing to note the point of view
expregsed by General Must, who with other officers, in-
sists that it matters little what other politichns in

f Vichy might say or do in the coming few months,  They

say that the politicians will disappear and that
French destiny will be taken in hand by the mili~

tery,

i ST S, :
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Small Arms Supply

The French Group on whom it is confidently believed
that we can depend for material support and cooperation, have
continuously urged that we provide ther with small sapplies of
light arms and ammunition. A shipment of this materiel is
now being made to a point in Algeria.

One of the group leaders is now in France and re-
cently conferred wilh Generul Giraud and General iast. He

" again confirms that the French in Metropolitan France will be
ready to resume hostilities by next March or April but that
Africa should receive equipment and materiel in order to be
ready for an earlier emergency.

This leader again urges that arrangements be made
immediately for conversatioas between French staff officers
in French North Africe and Americen staff officers. We be-
lieve that such conversations should be undertaken at once.

In themselves, they involve no commitments, they would serve
te clarify a numbar of military phases and they would go far
to encourage and support the members of the friendly French

element which has patiently awaited our pleasure during the

past. year,




VichLy is at present strengthening the secret

poliiee in. Fremch Konth Mrica and now proposes to deprive

"fhe“"zi‘rench Seco nd Bureau of its authority in espionage
niatltruers. This is extremely important and it may lead to
the dispersion of the French Group in question, but it
will undoubtedly infuriate many French staff officers
whose resentment may stimulate them to earlier action
against the Axis.

French Personalities included in North
African Movement

In our conversations with repr;aaentatives of
this Group we have limited our contacts to & few persons
for obvious reasons of security. The latter include Gen-
erals Mast (Algiers) and Bethouard (Casablanca), Colonels
Jouss and Van Hecke, Lieutenant Colonal Freidaiqgue, and
¥essrs. luis Hardouin, Lemargie Dubreuil, Dastier and
ligaud. The latter four are civilians cooperating with
the militery through whom it has been preferable to main-
t&m }iaison for the readon that due to active Axis sur-
E_\ﬂweiﬂ,}.&nce of French military officers freuent direct
lact with the latter and Americans endangers their

L
3

J




E The' ]pemomé 4n ’qqeaﬁ'ionfére pesponsible,
j,blé a.nd courageous, We have bee;i in contact with
them :rduring the past year and have tested the sincerity
-of ﬁ:éir purpose. We belleve them true patriots who
wish to contribute to a sarious movement which will re-
gult in the liberation of France from its present bond-

age.

1t is important to note that these represent-

North Africa must be under French, as distinguished

from foreign, leadership; that if the United States

-
i
{

atives consistently emphasize that action in French 2
i

intervenes, it should be at French invitation, avoid-

ing the appearance of a violation of French sovereign- \
ty and with cur formal aspurances of respect for French k

territory.

Political, Eccnomic and Finan-
¢lel Phases

The French Group have recently put the queation
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| ing a movement in North Africa which in-
': iéli@‘ﬁ economic and political accords. They propose that
the American Government give to its representative in Ferth
Africa the necessary authority immediately to engage in such
negzotiations and to sign the agreements so prepared as scon
as North Africa will have declared its determination to re-
sist Axis interference.

In that connection the Group inquires whether

the American Gcrvémment is disposed to apply the Lease Lend
Aet to North Africanp matters. If so, to what extent and

under what guarantees could this meesure be applied.

In event of tke establishment of the temporary

independence of French North Africa from metropolitan France

and the contrel of foreign commerce and exchange being strict-
. 1y meintained, would the¢ Americen Governmsnt be disposed %o

' adopt a fixed rate of exchenge in ils dealings with North
itAfricn. In order to aveid speculation on the exchange and

2

fx:fitiispﬁgexiation of the currvency, it is absclutely necessary that

o '»}_ only Horth African currency should circulate in that area,

kg oy

Declassified and Approved For Release 2013/09/26 : P13X00001R000100440006-0 i




BRI T,

For Release
5

In order to avoid the economio and financial
conaquuenoes of purchases eventually made by its nationals
in a i:restrictaadl market, would the American Government ba
dispbﬁ@d,to provide for a proportional delivery of goods
roughly corresponding to the total of the above purchapas?

Is the American Government disposed to provide fop
the civilian needs of North Africa which will find itself
deprived ol tho resources which it normally receives from
Frunce. In this connection, it is hoped that the Americun
Government would he disposed to deliver the amount of $oods
contained in the quarterly quotas established under the cur-
rent, Weygand-Murphy Accord, the delivery of which is alreudy
in principle agreed to by the United States.

The yueation is aleo raised whether the American
Governuent is disposed to negotiate lmmediately an oxtenmion
of this Accord with regurd to the incresse of cerluin quan -
titice and the inclusion of new products in the quolas. It
ls amphasived that it ia of priwe importance for the project
in mind that the North African rollways have a supply ol coal

l:yub at their disposition immediately. The quastion of li-

-quid fuels also is obviously of the greatest importance.
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, Present llihtamr Situation in French
: : Nori,h Africa

‘ Algeria, the ‘lm'gest of the three countries, pos-
1'1'.595;5193 the most important military garrison - the 19th Army
Corps Area, the bigsest army corps commend of the French
A‘x;m'y in peace-time - embracing the three provinces of &l
giers, Oran and Constantine. Its official strength is:
Officers 2,123, non-commissioned officers and men 53, 016.
Total 56,039. The battle order of this area has been pro-
vided to the War Department.

The total number of troops in French Morocco is
estimated at approximately €0,000.

The Tunisian garrison amounts ic approximately
12,000 officers and men.

Thus the toial North African strength is approx-
imately 13000 cfficers and men. |

Te the regular line units must zlso be added some
7,000 officers and men of the North African Supreme Air Com-
mand, the Douairs or native militia of Algeria, which numbers
saygimximately 5,000 of ficers and men, as well as the Sultan's
Guand in orocco and the Beylical Guard in Tunisia, the lat~




ﬁtéréga§t§giﬁg relatively insignificant as they are prin-

;,%ﬁipaii& parade units.
Therefore, the total military strength lies be-
tween 140,000 and 150,000 officérs and men.

Armament

Infantry - In a lamentable state, as shown by al-
most exclusive equipment of sections with the old light ma-
chine gun, called the fusil mitrailleurs, 1915 - modified
1917, with a maximum theoretical fire of 120 shots a min-
ute. The rifle remains the old 1905, modified 1915, musket,
a clumsy inaccurate instrument with five cartridge clip re-
serve. The rifling grooves of most of the rifles through-
out North Africa are badly worn. The most that can be said
of such equipment is that it is robust and has g¥en excel-
lent service in the past - but in the rather distant past.

Infantry accompanying guns ~ there are a few 37
men. rapid-firers and still fewer 47's or heavier pieces, in-
cluding mortars; nearly all are very old and in a poor state
of repair. In fact, it may be stated thet the armory services

- throughout North Africs are practically entirely lacking.

T T | o 3l By At e
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Cerit in amounts of relatively new material has been shipped

‘from France within recent weeks, but even this falls with-

~

in the same category, since it all must pass before the

sharp eyes of the Axis control officers, who retain every-
thing of use for their own service.

Artillery - Taking the Constantine Division as a
characteristic example, we find the two artillery regi-
ments with a total of 48 - 75 mm. guns, 12 - 155's short
(Sckneider) and 12 - 105 mm. longs. There is no heavy
artillery for the different divisional units, nor for the
Arny Corps. In certain divisional depots, as in Oran,
there are a few score ¢ld artillery pieces of mixed medium
calibres. An added characteristic of poor riflings in nearly
all cases, so badly worn that a great deal of compensatory
calculations are necessary for accurate firings.

Tanks - 400 in service in all French North Africa
and French West Africa. A few of them are of the Souma
type, but most are light medium FI's in poor repair in
general. In addition, lack of proper repair facilities,
gasoline and oil, renders this arm of little value, except
in elementary and strictly limited means.

L4
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Avistion - ossibly 700 te 800 nilitary planes
Avalila in Fre In Algeria, for example,
Kboﬁﬁ.BdO-are available, of which not.more than 150 to 200
are capable of any action against an ememy. The pilots
are excellent, of good morale, but lack training, especi-
ally in recent combat work. Here again, a total lack of
spare parts, repair facilities, gas and lubricating oils
all provide handicaps which impair tremendcusly the corbat

potentizl of this army.
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- Ecosionic Supply Proiran

. In the contenpletion of American military inter-
yention in French Kcnrth. Africa, the most careful atiention
st be given to the question of supplying the immediate
economic needs of the population of twenty millions. The
latter are at present dependeni on metropolitan France to

& large extent for manufactured goods. This results from
long-established French policy to support home industries
and involves a nice balance in commercial exchanges between
¥rance and Fremch North Africa.

Based on the urgent needs for liquid and solid
fuels and a list of goods cutlined in existing quctas un-
der the present North African Accord with the United States,
it is believed that a minimum of twenty cargo ships would
be required for this traffic. Some of the tonnage could
be supplied from the ships now tied up in French North
African porte, emounting to approximatsly 212,000 toas.

A 1ist of current Nerth African quotas is at-

. tached, tv demonstrate the charactsr of the goods needed.

kb

. N |4 - L :".'-~ Ko
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o ,*‘Prov?is,,ioml Quotas for Imports into French

-Narh Africa from ALl Sources as_at December 31, 1941

It is emphasized that the figures given below are on-
1y & provisional indication of the amounts which the British
| Government ere in principle prepared to allow through the
blockade, and do not necessarily indicate or imply thati navi-
certs will be granted up to those amounts. The British Cov-
ermment retains the right to consider the merite of each par-
ticular shipment as and when the application is made for a
navicert in respect of it, and having regard to the conditions
pertaining a% that time. The amounts given below indicate
imports from all sgources.
1. Condensed Milk 1,275 tons
2. Sugar 45,500 tens (quota to be
filled as far as
possible frooF.%.1.)
Green Tea 975 tons
Blak Tea 400 tons
Tebacco 1,000 tons
Cotton Thread 430 tons
Cotton Piecegoods 11,576 tons (this amount in-
: cluGes the vnused ba-
lance of 5,076 tons

from the previous
quarter)

R DR ASiak 23, LE & L
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35 tons

‘Wool Thread 150 tone
"Cord, String and Various Threads 550 tons

Jute and Cotton Sacks and Baling
Material 2,000 tons

Turpentine No quota fixed; subject
to diecussion.

Ready-made Clothing, Knitted
Goods and Lingerie 430 tons

Second-Hand Clothing 1,870 tons

Other Mschinery and Spare
Parts Reserved for further
discussion.

Medicine and Articles for
Medical or Pharmaceutical
Uce This is a referred item.
Individual consign-
ments to be censidered
on their merits.

Chemicel Fertilizers

a) Potassie Fertilizers 2,500 tons

b) Nitrogenous Fertilizers 1,700 tons

c¢) Insecticides 1,300 tons

4d) Sulphur (Refined and

‘ Sublimed) 900 tons

e} Sulphur {crude) 2,467 tons

f) Pyrites (from Spain) 1,500 tons

&) Copper Sulphate 12,820 tons (annually)
The demand for this product iz sea-
sonal and is required to reach North
Africa in April. If shipments are
renewed M.E.W. would like this amount
reduced to 8,000 tons. 5,000 tons of
Potash is to come from Spain under the
Spanish North African berter sgreement.

. This will count ageinst the quota.
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2,000 tons (subject to
approval by London.
Precise information
of materials required
iz to be sup,lied.)

Brads, Nails, Nuts and Screws tons
Feper and Cardboard tons

Matches tons (applicatious
must state number
of boxes)

Cotton Yarn for Matches tons

Tires and Spare Parts for
Automobiles No quota can be fixed
(For further discassion) Eﬁnding guarantees
at transport will
not be passed on te
Axis.

Fibre cenment For further discussion.

(Ho quota fixed) Deteils required as io
types of material and
uses to which it is te
be put.

Rlectric lamps (ampoules for
medical use) 200,000 lamps

Flectric Wire and Electrioc ‘
equipment 500 tong (No tungsten wire;

Tools and Harvdware 400 tone (no power oper-
ated touls)

émpr& 350 tons

) }ﬁlmpar&gﬁ fiood 1,200 ¢tons (to come from
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faleiun Carbide
Teon and Steel (mo queta)

Jron ¥ire

Balvanized Yire

Bisder Twine

Petrolovwa Produets

Fubber Nanufaotures
{eceluding ia:-

Pieyeles

Tin

anti-Friotion Yetal

Glasiwire

’ i

13X00001R0

2500 e

2,300
WRo
600

2,129

Lon3
TonS
tong

PARSTY

Pach shipmeat to be the

gubjest oF 3 spevinl
SIELN

30 tona (Lhis amouamt ia-

clules wp o KR toms
of zalvanikad wive)

tons (see lien %o
Ahove)

toas (bhis figwre yop-
resents the uwused pal-
apee of the talal amawat
aff 2700 o 31l0dad 0¥
bhe thint =nd@ JTOUPTR sy
tove of 1941)

the subjeot of separ
ale wisewss lone,

toas

eyeles

ons

tons

tena {no optieal ov

guartz glags op heat
raalating glaaa)
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iphalt and Bitumen

46." Labestos

47. Radio Valves and Fquipment

48. Coal

49. Spare Parts for Agricultural
Machines

1,200 tons

Information required whe-
ther short or long
fibre. Request far
260 tons - normel im-
port only.

Only spplicetions for re-
ceiving apparatus will
be considerel. Full
technical details re-
quired.

110,000 toas (to be reviewed
before next quota is
fixed)

London are prepared in prin-
ciple to permit ship-
ments of material al-
ready orcered provided
quantit ies involved are
not large.
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REPORT ON NORTH AFRICA BY MR. ,
ROBERT MURPHY ° / © iy

- - Psychological warfare, far in advance of military

operations, would not have a good effect in North Africa,
B - but psychologlcal warfare in the form understood by this
- v Committee, as a prelude to battle, would be valuable.

" In the event of any future military operations
the fleld can be prepared in advance by

(a) Setting up an effective French operation
inside the country to cope with the Arab
elements; this would facilitate matters
for the Unlted States.

(b) Obtaining the allegiance of the Lrab leacers,
elther through purchase or persuccsion.

(c) Offering the Arabs and the French certain
economic material advantages; tacir nceds
are listed belaw:

Cotton textiles. 14,000 Tens (enough for
3 sections of N.A.)

Liquid Fuel. 50,000 tons per cuarter
Te&-.---...- 750 tOnS pGEP ]ilonth

Coffeeenncas unim- ortant

SUZaleseessee 45,000 tonas ter ouarter
(some lecal French beet
sugar but cmall velineries)

TobacCOsecaes 2 or 2,000 tons a cemester
of Ameriecar blenc (15,200
tong ave ‘rown in Alferia,
of wnleh 10,000 are shipovecd
to France. The remalnirg
5,000 tons are sufficient
with the blend.)

- Pootgear..s.. Substantiaireed for a popu-
: lation of 2 millilon.
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S08Deescecssseassaosnees Tremendous need

Dehydrated Foodseeewss. Need for everything that
comes under the cate-
gory of a daiiy neces-
gity.

Solid Fueliee,evesevess 40 to 50,000 tons a month.
(shipping question)

100,000 tons of goods in the first month would re-
qulre 15 small cargo ships.

The economic situation at the present is one of
despalr rather than desperation as most of tne refugees
have exhausted their capitol. It has n:t yet assused an
explosive character but the potentialities aro there. The
strongest vlea for assistance would be the broad romise of
economic help.

Possipilities o

A Comuando raild weald have en unravorable result.
Any inwvasion wculd have to or a rcale large enough to
stay and taxe control.

Elements to be considered in the event. of landins

Civil Acministration: Definite .lanc have bcen
made by the French te take care of this. Gerer. crenall
has sald that the Anericare would take over irst and then
wovld restore adiiinistration to the French.

Frencn Generals: Tvo re resentuzlves of General
Giraud, one at Algiers, one aut Casahlanca.

Officers o the Service den Inripenes: Lt. Colnrel
Eddy, Gordon EBrowne =nd Ld. Coonley can deal vwith them,

Time: Oserations nev would be oremrtvre. It 1s
preferable to walt untll aft:r tre vinter vher tho Geranans
are weater and we arae stronger.

Rritish

Taere snoud bo no British narticipatlon Aue to the
intense aanglophobia on the purt of the Army nnd Vavy,
. There iy a prejuwilce to the Adstralians on the part of the
‘efficers who wers transferred from Syria but this does not

gxtend to the Cansdlans.
W SEC
é%hr




P :whg,séarcity of  shlpping space may maie it essern-
tlal ip include to some degres the British.

F

" Lialsop with French Aruy

-  Eventually there is a possibility or using 14 to
16 French Army divisions if we can wale prellmlnery arranso-
ments with French groups, prior to landing.

Size of French Armv

France could develon over 200,000 men, althouzh ac-
cording to the Armistice Coarlission the num:~r is linited
to 110,000, due to the fact that a battallioc:w. usually iias
1,506 dnstead of 1,000 men.

free Freac

Although there is respect for Gener:l De Gaul
the Free French have very lit%le hold snad for suro:
unity shouls he excluded from narticiocatisn.

Spanis

The Spanlsh effectives arc infericr o the Frerch.
The :rou: of generals around Franco nre anti-ayirs nd o
not want to see Spain dragged in. It hac b.wa bdat thet
Spanish aspirations Aight be considered in regard to an
area of rich agricultursl territory.

German Lttitude

Fear of allied intervention oR the art of the
Germans seems to have disappcared lately as thcre has been
1ittle 1f any activity. Instead of 225 Germans in lorocco,
there are nov only 180. The effectives huve been moved to
the 8panlsh frontier away from the Atlantlc. The German
radlo broadcasts from Berlin continue but towrists are not
coming in and money is not beinr swent. General Boilsson has
sugeessfully resisted prassure for additlonszl Germans to
cowe in by threstening to resign. Mr. ifurphy does not be-
lieve that Vichy isg anxlous to have Germans in NWorth Africa.

General Odle

L {Aecarding to Coilonel Solborg, Gensral Odic has been
Unsuseezeful, wt e, Hurohy belleves that b+ would it In

 SECRET |

“to & definlte program ov objedtive,
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.Sept‘mber 5, 1942

- Two items occur to me in comnection with your conver-

'i&tions in London regarding French North Africa.

1. General De Gaulle during recent days has made =
statement to our Consul at Beirut to the effect that if the
United States ipterveneﬁ in French North and West Africa
without his leadershi» such an action would lead to great
disillusiomment on our part. The question arises whether
General De Geulle, who has adopted a hostile and arrogant atti-
tuds toward Great Britain recently over the Syrian question,
would be eapadle of treachery should the U.S. uadertake militsry
intervention in French North Africa.

It would appear the part of wisdom to exclude the
Fighting French a' he mement from knowledge of your current

diseussion,
2. According to British naval sources in Gibraltar the
Briti:h ﬂhmalwa are contemplating direct action in French North

ssibiy e early as October, Apparently they are
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DoAY Heere

: During the iatervel sipce ths &espsteh of —7 10. kan
of March L&, 1948, whith had reference to my confidentisl
letters of Dasembar 7, 1941, January 12 snd March 14, ludd,
to the UndarSsaretary, I have bdeen aotive ia puvsult of the
rope Lthat the resumption of hostillities agalingt tha Zereens
and Tbalians might be developed in French horth africa.

As you will have noted firom a nunber of raports from Shiw
ares, thera are interssting trends in thst direstion.

I 5ethared'frﬂm the Nerartmant's seoret letiar of
Maroh 5, 124&, snolosing the War Dgpsrtment's corment of
Fehruary 25, L9428, relating to this movement, thatl it was
dasired that efforts along these lines bs countinued, It
was obvicus that the waeakness of the horth afrigan —ovenent
consisted principally in ths lack of a lesder with the
prestige of Vieysend to insure {ts suacess from the baginuing.
I am reasonably contident that that defiocliency mny now ha
cons..erad as rectirfied.

Since T’s esoupe from loenlgstein in May, the laaders
of the North Africen group have deen in tough verscnally
with Seneral Anar$ siraud. He has given them nls autnorizu-
tion to ovontinue thelir effort, and has designsted cartaln
military officers in ¥ranoh North africe for this rurnosa,
Cne of these officers, General Cherles Mast, is staticned
tr aAlglers as Chief of otaff of the 19th army coervs. I
naye had several conversations with fast. fle tells = thnl,
operating with the oconsent of thne ¥rengh second hHuresud, .8
organized Jeneral Giraud's escape Irun Gurewany, Crast hine
self "ad bheen a vrisonsr in that same fortress.

according to Mast, Gereral Giraud is heart =i s0ul
for the resumpticn of nhostilities against the oxis and wii.
take commend of the Freush forces either in Fronce or lorin
Africa. He believes that the sctlion will stert in North
Afrias. This stagement is confirmed by two other mertars
of thils pasticulap group who have recantly visiteo genersl
Sirsud in France.

gensrel Mus. snld thet it ls still teoo soon TOr The
sommencenent of staff tslks 'n this connection. e anti-
cipates that thesa alghtu be veld 1a the sutumsan sudject, of
course, to other developments, such as Axis provoeation,
anich might precipltate esriter aotlon. He stated the opinion
whioh ha said .s shered by senersl (irsud and other Lmporsent
frenoh of Fluers, that Cerman uefeat is certsin, and thet tie
only hope Franuvs nas Lo emarge from her numiliating positicon
is the resuymption of hostilities st 2 time when shea 080 expect
from the United States adsquate and timely milltary wld,

s ”' 18 & i I"‘I“J I I "Ii l
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: Referring to North Africa, l'ast states the oplunion that
© .. we could count on the cooperation in French Nortn &frica of
" at least 14 divisions composed of Frerch officers and French
~and native troops. I refer in this connection to my telegrasm
No. 167 of March 18, 3 p.m.

It is refreshing to have the point of view expressed by
General Mast who, with other officers, Insists that it matiers
little what politiciens in Vichy may say or do curing the
coming few months. He insists that trey will disappear, znd
that France's destinies will be taken in hand by the militaru.
T asked in that comnnection, as a matter of detail, whether ne
consldered Resldent General Nogues of French ilorocco as &
politician or e soldier. He promptly replied that he con-
sidered Nogues as neither. The representative of Genersl
Giraud in French Yorocco is General Béthouerd, a divisional
comnander now staticned ut Casablanca.

There are many phases of this tricky situation on whic
T would like to have the benefit of ycur advice 2nd counsel,
in addition to the strictly military sngie, if we are to suc-
port a movement in this ares. There sre importent finazcisl,
cconomic and political considerations which naturally arise,
For example, tae group have presented me with a guestionnatire

on financial and economic matters, a copy of which I etlach
in translation.

AS you may xaow, Lt. Colonel Robert Solborg, as T
Military Attaché in Lisbon, telegraphed me at Casablanca,
suggesting that he come over for consultatiocn. On 1is arriva.
in Casaplanca I placed him in contact with certaia individisls
involved in this movement, and arranged for his vicit to

aslgiers. He at thet time provided me with a copy of the rs-
cent SOE directive for French lorth aAfrica. Colonel Solborg
stated that he had a most favorable inpression of the persens
with whom he conversed in alglers. He will report to the
Ooffice of Strateglc services and to the wer Department these
conversstions in detail. Colonel 3olborg 1s now in Lisbon
enroute to the United States.

I cannot help but feel that the recent unfcrtunate dev:i-
ooments in Egypt may serve to focus more of cur attentiocn on
the Mediterrasnesn area, If that is truc, I hope thet the bLe-
partment may be able to devote some ad.ied attention to French g

North Africe. The more T study this area, the greater oecomes
my convlction that Worth africa affords, by virtue of its c¢li- B
mate, terrain and geographical situatlon, an ldeal platform !
from whish the French with owr aid could leunch military sctic. ;
ageinst the Axis wnich would shorten the present conflict by
many moenths and facilitate our victory.

. The Department's declsion to resume operations under the
Nerth African Eeonomic Accord 43 a splendid step which [ nope
' owill lesd in thet directiom, Might I have your comment, if
Coprasticable, on the attaoched gquestionnsire?
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