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Che" Guevara, Tesisent of the Cuban National Bank,

3 21 October on o2 cacnomic mission to the bloc, and is

4 horlovakia) the USSR, Communist Chi-

£z, Worth Korea, and Ziost Germany, (Page 1) 25X1

*UICR: Marsha “fozknlenko, sixty year old com-
mander of the Moscow 2Ty Dlstrict, has been named chief
of Zgvict rocket forces ang d2puty delense minister of the USSR
to replace Mitrofan Nedelin, who was killed in an air accident
cn 2% Cetoker, A veteran ground forces officer, Moskalenko
arzorently has tles to Soviet premier Khrushchev which date
ircm early in World War II. He is ore of the ""southern clique"

of field commanders who were with Khrushchev at Stalingrad
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and who have been brought into key positions in the Soviet high
command since the ouster of Marshal Zhukov in 1957, Moska-
lenko's previous association with missile forces appears to have
been limited to a three-year tour as commander of the Moscow
alr defense (PVO) district during the early 1950'. | | 25X1
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IT1. CONCLUSIONS OF SPECIAL USIB COMMITTEE
ON BERLIN SITUATION

_

The USIB has taken note of the following conclusions reached
by its special committee on the Berlin situation. The committee
has been reactivated and will report on the Berlin situation monthly,
or more frequently as circumstances require.

1. Khrushchev has again committed himself to some
kind of a "solution'--negotiated or unilateral--of the Berlin
problem within a time limit, in this case during 1961.

o

.

.
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2. He would still prefer to attain Western acceptance
of a change in the status of Berlin through negotiations, pre-
sumably beginning with a summit meeting which he has in-
dicated should come in the first half of 1961.
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. 3. The USSR hopes to confront the West with a series
of faits accomplis designed to weaken the over-all Western
stand when and if negotiations are resumed.

AL

4. The current encroachment tactics in the area of
- West German--West Berlin relations are likely to continue
and intensify. But Moscow will be careful to maintain control
of East German actions in order to hold risk of hostilities
to a minimum. For the same reason the more explosive
and risky issue of Allied rights and access has been receiving
less emphasis.
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5. In general, Soviet Bloc actions regarding the Berlin
problem will be determined to a considerable extent by
developments not specifically related to this question. Inter
alia, developments in the military balance and the outcome of
Moscow's current dispute with Communist China could have
an important impact on the Soviet approach to the Berlin
question. The sub-committee would like to caution therefore
that Soviet decisions on the Berlin issue may be determined
by factors beyond its terms of reference,
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On 22 October Sovie. © - g_,..ﬁ media gave full and m'om-
inent coveraze to the . o tioa of a Cuban journalist delega-
tlon Ly Thrushehev oo 1y Seviet journalists, and Izvestia's
ironl page was domins 7 oy renoris of Vinvasicn preparations

orguaized by the UIH

a; the United Nations on 15 October, Soviet delegate Zorin
ted f om the text ¢ 2 e sch on disarmamem to make a

t supporting Cu.z, roting Cuban accusations of "US ag-

snd acts of inie ven Mon" and charging the United Sta.es

, 7?_cy of "open mai.iary provecations! Moscow has, how-
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in its nonbloe trods : epsavently giving top pri-
,.“.y to filling Cubss 1o sirements, Wnd in the wake of new US
SLoNT z'. %'svmt*mv viili probably move to demonstirate still
: r its willingness o Taciz un in economic terms its moral
and ;,ouu.cal support ¢i ¢ "moaticnal liberation struegle!! Mos-
cow already has made oo “ic; =rable and rel atively costly read-
Jectments in its shinn rations to accommodate Cuban
::trokum requests and o m;.-.@e timely deliveries of such items
as ertilizers, wheat, =:2, more recently, agricultural machin-
exs ,na ecmrrne'in.

vanra proba‘al ¥y wiiil ceelr addit*mal eccnomic support from
the ’nloc Bowever, kecouce ¢f the nature of its industrial plant,
Cub 2 may ba forced 0 seck immediate a,lnerna sources of sup-
p y in nonbloc countries--possibly Canada--which are better
cguipped to supply Cuban import needs. Thzs may exert further
nressure on Cuba's ioreign exchange position.

"Che'" Guevara, president of the Cuban National B.mk left

on 21 Octokar for an economic mission to the bloe and now is in

Prazue conlorring with economic officials. He is scheduled to
£0 en te d:2 USSR, Commiunist China, North Korea, and East
German ‘
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New Soviet Missile Chief

The Kremlin has chosen Marshal Kiril Moskalenko to suc-
ceed the late Mitrofan Nedelin as supreme commander of Soviet
missile forces and USSR deputy defense minister. Moskalenko's
appointment was announced by TASS on 25 October, immediately
following a terse communique that Marshal Nedelin had been
killed in an air accident the previous day. No details concerning
the location or circumstances of the crash have been released.

The new Soviet missiles chief is a veteran of more than
forty years service in the ground forces. He was born in the
Ukraine in 1900, joined the army during the civil war, and by
1940 was a major general of artillery. He commanded a divi-
sion and a corps during the early years of World War II, and
was an army commander after mid-1943.

Like the other key figures in the present Soviet high com-
mand, Moskalenko has ties with premier Khrushchev which
date from the war years, when Khrushchev was a political
officer with the rank of lieutenant general. The most im-
portant link between the two was probably forged at Stalingrad,
where Moskalenko served with Marshals Malinovsky, Chuykov,
and Yeremenko--the "southern clique' of field commanders
which appears to have enjoyed Khrushchev's patronage particu-
larly since the ouster of Marshal Zhukov in 195%.

After the war, Moskalenko served in the western Ukraine,
and about 1950 was posted to the Soviet capital as commander
of the Moscow air defense (PVO) district. His assignment as
commander of both the Moscow garrison and the Moscow mili-
tary district in July 1953 coincided with the arrest of former
secret police chief Lavrenty Beriya, and he was a member
of the trial board which condemned Beriya to death in December
1953. Moskalenko was promoted to the rank of Marshal of
the Soviet Union in March 1955, and at the 20th Party Congress
in 1956 he became a full member of the Party central com-
mittee without having served previously as a candidate member.

The missile forces were formed as a separate branch of
the Soviet armed services last May; as their commander,
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Moskalenko enjoys a rank roughly equivalent to that of the heads

of the other three major components. The only available as-

sessment of his abilities comes from captured German documents,

which claim that while he was an accomplished tactician, he was

temperamental and had a tendency to lose his self-confidence in
25X1 difficult situations.
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