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USSR: Marshal Zhukov, whose forced retire-
ment in 1957 cleared the way for Khrushchev's
accession to overwhelming political primacy, may
‘soon be rehabilitated. :

.

S

_

-~
e

A Soviet military protocol officer recently pro-
posed that the former defense minister and pre-
sidium member be invited to the US Armed Forces
Day celebration in Moscow on 21 May. Omission
of his name from the invitation list in recent years
has evoked no Soviet comment.
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Public discussions of Zhukov's past role have /

be to . Whil t articl ilit
mfttirelrsocg?lfgme to ;:'itg:]tf{e agl‘laigeess ctmain Z;l:l:zv %
followed an "antiparty line"” and committed military %
blunders, he has been mentioned in a favorable con- %
, text several times recently. If he is now to be al- . %
- lowed to resume a public role, the 9 May VE Day /
celebration is the most likely occasion. %
vAn_y degree of restoration to reSperctébility for %
‘Zhukov would have a political motivation. His pri- %

£ in 1957 | d hi

g;i?:)r(l)a{e;(?:ulgrify inw:f ag;ltztn?:t lzcs)ega?rtsi:;g;;llg?s %

ence for the military from party control. His public
re-emergence would be viewed as an indication of

increased influence for the professional soldier as

opposed to the party-political military leaders. In

-addition, his fall from glory was certainly engineered

by Khrushchev and his return to even partial favor,
therefore, probably would reflect adversely on the

latyer. | |
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*Laos: @emier Souvanna Phouma is cautiously
optimistic over prospects for ending the Plaine des
Jarres crisis. In talks there yesterday with leaders

~of the opposing factions, Souvanna obtained their

agreement on a temporary cease-fire pending efforts
to arrange a negotiated settlemé@}

@uvanna met with Kong Le, dissident neutralist
leadér Colonel Deuane, and Pathet Lao military com-
mander Singkapo. Souvanna was accompanied on

his one-day visit by Deputy Premier Souphannouvong,
the three ICC commissioners, and the British and So-
viet ambassadors as representatives of the Geneva co-
chairmen, Britain and the USS\ILJ

1[%]?;receding his visit, Souvanna had sent letters

to g Le and Colonel Deuane urging reconciliation
in line with the Premier's efforts to overcome the
disunity in neutralist ranks which the Pathet Lao
have exploited. However, restoration of a command
relationship between Kong Le and Deuane, whom Kong
Le despises as a traitor, will be difficult. In addition,
Kong Le probably would elect to resume fighting-~-hope-
fully with rightist military support--unless provision
is made for the return of hig forces to positions lost in
the recent series of clashe;s?

Pathet Lao truculence and suspicions are mirrored
in a communiqué issued by General Singkapo on 14
April denouncing penetration by "imperialist forces
in liberated territory' in the Plaine des Jarres region
and north of Vientiane, and demanding their immediate
withdrawal

ik
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% .Indonesia - British Borneo Territories: ll‘he 12 - %
% ﬁ;’ll':llv :g::;{ fC;.I(I) 1?1 l;ogder Yilla}ge in western Sarawak %
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