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Visit of the President te Toata Rica 17-18-19 March
for Mesting of the Central American Presideats

We have besn ndvised that the President alans to attead
a maesting of the Presideats of Ceatral Amarica, 17-19 Mareh,
in San Jose, Costa Rica. We should commence immaediately
our planning for this meeting in accordance with the standard
cperating procedures for such mestings. The CI Staff of
DD/ P is responsible for belng the focal polnt of Haivon with
the Sscret Service on security matteys. OCI/DIM shouid
prepare & run~down on each countyy, coordinating at we work-
ing level with the State and Defsnse Departrmients. Biographic
sketches should be prepared on the Presidents, Fareiga
Mininters, and other individuals who will be present a2 the
conferssce and of intevest to the Presidest and the Secretary
of State.
the Puﬁ!inat prior to his departure for the conference. ‘!‘kca
usual procsdures will be 1o effect for keeping the White Eamg,
and the State and Defense Departments alarted during the
period prior 1o the confsrence of potestial political armmixlg
factors which might affect the President's attendance. =
Information copies of material prepared on this c&akrm:=
should be routsd to this office for the information of the DAE
DT and the undersignad,
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HYBRJECT: SBecurity Situstion in Central imerics

i, The outstanding common characteristic of the countries
i Central Amsrica, with relation te the problem of dealing with
Cosmunise and Castrolsm, is their imability, or mawillingness,
to cooparates with one amother, The political differences which
zeparate these countries are far sironger than any force which
ane appeared to dnte to unite then. There iz some hope that
reul concern for the spread of Communisa, froms its Caban base,
wizht be made the catalyst which could cause them to umite - at
isast in reEpoct to thelr internal security problews.
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3. The nature of Castro's threat to each country mast be
asade clear. A simple illustryation will peyhaps bring home the
idea that the USBR, through Castre, is »ot just aiming at the
#8384, but at sach individual country in lLatim Aserica, is an
oxample, it might be pointed cut thiat Communists who travelled
Erom 4 Seuth Amsrican country for traising were reguired to Iill
syt & guestionnaire among vhose 58 questions were the following:
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