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THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTO, D.C. 20301

24 October 1966

MEMORANDUM FOR Mr. Helms ¥
Ambassador Thompson
Mr. Walt Rostow

Attached for your consideration is a copy of a memorandum
from Zus Wheealer to meo concerning the Congolese Air ¥orce
problem. As of this time, I have not rcached any conclusion on
Genercl Wheeler's specific recomumendations.,

In light of ¢he recent developmente in the Congo, I believe
that "¢ should be prepared to discuss and to make decisions on
the Cuxnolese air problem at our next 303 meeting.

PP --
Copy to:
Mr. Jessup
OSD REVIEW COMPLETED
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{//// THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
] WASHINGTON, D. €. 20301

Cri-1834-66
W7 CGT 1306

AR U‘RANLU‘VZ FOR THE LEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

SUBIECT: Congolesc Alr Force (U)

i, {5) Reforence is maode to CINCSTRIKE/USCINCMEAFSA
meseage STRIS-3133, dated 30 Seote*nber 1966, which:

a. Rocopgnizes ihat yresent USG-GINC conversations may
ivad to & withdrawal of the U.S. -sponsored air fowzx prior to the
ovderly Cevelopment of a Congolese Air Forco (FAC).

b. Lixmpresses concern over this pessibility since it 1o Lmpera-
tive that the Congolese Army (ANC) have access te a responsive air -
cazability, if for no other reagon than to assist in niaintaining internal
sizhiidty within the Conpo.

. Heecomraends several shori-term steps which will lead to
the develoyment of suczh capability as an interim measuve,

Z. {7} Those short~terra ateps recommended by CINCLTRIKE/
VLCINCMEA FSA which apaear feazibie ot this tirae are:
a. Ixpand tho 2i0th mercenary sguadron by transferring to
it the 12 CliG-contraiicd T-23 alreraft,
e Enegurage the GURO to renlace the USGecontralled
coniract pilots with mercenavy pilots,

<. Continue rellance on the pregent Cih ~contracted aiverais
wisintenance organization (VWIGQ), but ehift monetary sunport as
ragzicly aa posaible to the GURC,

- d. Utilize initially the presoat Usl, supervisors and manazers
uniil qualiiied replacemaents are availablo.
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3. (£} The message aleo recammenlied, as an immedinte action,
rernoving the six U.§. ~loancd B-26 aiverait from the Congo. Thisg
wollon, however, is oot aLeessnry to the davelopment of 2 ARG -
vontreiied air eapability and rmay be harmivl to the sreservation of
pternal security, The ionjer rengo of the B=263.has LEOVLR
avaluable against targets too distant {or attack by T-263, A careful
SAmeounity anaiysic of the need for continued operation of B-26 air=
ol is essential before any firm decision i3 made to dlscontinua
welr wse,

4. {£) The dlsposition of the three CLA ~ogcrated C-46 aircvalt
is aot addressed in the CINCLIRIKE raessago. Theae aircralt have
oeen recognized for some tizhe as sssential, not only for supaort of
taz Alr Force, but for the ANC. An cvaluation of the fmpact if these
ircraft ave withdrawa is also reguired in-country.

9. {5} The CINCSTRIKE message 2lsa asks that the additional
longex ~range taska required to develos an effective FAC be waders
taken. These taske are outlined in his study "Force Aevienne
Congotalse, ™ cated 24 April 1946 {forwarced to OASD/I%A and State
tar Inforraation on 22 June 1986). Vhen ths short-range measures
carrenily wnder consideration are accongplished, the longer-range
reguirenents can be addressed,

6. {} It is concluded that:

a. The CINC3TRIXL recommendations listed in paragraph 2,
~aove, nre valid. »

#e  The recommendations are senexaily comnatible with those
contained in the study of the Consoless Alr Foree, forwarded undoy
Siiel8h1-08, dated 24 May 1965, Bnd the CINCSTRIXT study veforred
wo in pavagraph 5, above., The minor dilforences ave atiributed caainly
10 the preseat need for expeditious transfer action.

Nt

<. There may he a continuing need for the six 3-26 and threo
C=db 2ireraft to insure support of the governmont's internal sscurity
campaion. : :

YR
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d.  This subject should be brought toa tha attention of the 303

Committee since it has cusressed ite interest in tha CIA -gupported
air opgralion in the Congo,

7. {3} It is vecoimmended that the 303 Conmittee consider this
matier and direct that:

=, Dizcussions be hold with Congolese authorities on the
subject of phasing out U.S. air operations in the Congo.

b, In discusslons with the Congolese and in formulnting
plans fov the withdrvawal of ClA suppart from the FAC, the m:ed

for the o intenance of intornal socurity in the Congo be considered
pAramoeunt.

. No decizion be taken to chase cut the B=20 or C-46
weration until ae in-country evaluation supports the feasibility of
such 3 withdrawal,

dy The specific CINCSTRIKE recommendations cutiined ia

paragraph 2, above, be adeoptsd in such a withdrawal.
1 P 3 ¥ &

(Sgd) FLRLE G, WHEELER
EARLE (}. WEHEELER -
Shalrman
Joint Chiefs of Stafi
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