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THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON éé -3 gf/f/

2 SEP 1966

Honorable Richard Helms
Director, Central intelllgence Agency
Washington, D. L.

Dear Dick:

Reports have come to my attention that Communlst and North Vietnamese
officlals think that the Unlted States’ peace overtures are elther
fnslncere or unpalatably cast. Furthermore, the reports indicate that,
in these same eyes, the Unlted States serlously underestimates the
North Vietnamese will to resist and thelr dedicatlon to the ''sacred
sims'! of & Yunlted Vietnam free from forelgn Influences." Thare are
raferences In these reports to alleged Inconslstencles betwsen our
statements and our deeds, to a difficulty on thelr part In agreeing

to negotlations while bomblng ralds continue, and to US domestic
opinion {which Is clted sometimes as deterring negotlations because of
its warlike nature and at other times as making negotlations unnecessary
because of Its anti-war nature).

t would appreciats it |f you could prepare for me an analysis of what
the attltudes of the North Vietnamese and of tha VC are toward our
peace overtures, how thay Interpret our mllitary and pollitical sctions,
and what approaches therefore should be expected to be sterile and what
spproaches should be expected to be potentially productive in our
sttempt. to work out a settlement in Vietnam,

$incerely,

BOB :
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