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UNITED STATES
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION

IN REPLY REFER TO: WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
T Y e ™
LMAP:GDM 5 T
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Mr. Robert Amory, Jr.
Deputy Director of Intelligence
Central Intelligence Agency

Dear Mr. Amory:

On Monday, October 15, 1956, the Atomic Energy Commission sought, and
obtained, a gtatement from the Director, Central Intelligence Agency,
that there was "no objection from an Intelligence point of view" to

the public announcement of the Navy's atomic depth charge capability.

This co-ordination resulted from a request, under the terms of KS3C
Action 1300, by General Herbert B. Loper, Chairman of the Military
Liaison Committee, contained in his letter on the subject to Mr. Strauss,
dated October 10, 1956. Copies of the October 10 letter and the pro-
posed announcement were retained by your office.

Subsequent to this co-ordination action, a requirement has developed for
the addition of two phrases which are considered to be necessary as
reassurance to the general public that no fish foods were conteminated.
A copy of the revised proposed announcement is attached.

Will you pleasc advise me whether or not the Director, Central Intelli-
gence Agency, has obJjection from the Intelligence point of view 4o the
revised proposed announcement.

pincerely yours,

Acting General Manager

Attachment:
Draft of Proposed Announcement
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DRAFT OF PROPOSED ANNOUNCEMENT

The Navy Department announced today that the anti-submarine weapon
nwhich will revolutionize anti-submarine warfare,” as referred to in the
j)ublished testimony of Secretary of the Navy ’I’homé,s before the Symington
Subcommittee hearings last June, and mentioned by Secretary Thomas while on
the West Coast last week, is a weapons system which includes an atomic depth
charge. A device was exploded last year off the coast of California to test
the principles of such a weapon. The test was conducted in May 1955 and had
been announced in advance by the Department of Defense and the Atomic Energy
Commission. The test involved no health hazard to mainland or island

inhabitents or consumers of fish.
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