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October 10, 1958
SUBJECT: Meéting Between Eric Johnston and N. Khrushchev on October 6, 1958

Before leaving Moscow, Mr. Eric Johnston left with the Embassy
a copy of his account of his discussions with the Chalrman of the
Council of Ministers, N. S. Khrushchev, on October 6, 1958. Following
is the complete text as written by Mr. Johnston.

* % % x H X *

"Raving been called back from Tashkent on Fridey night (October 3),
I met with Zhukov at 11 AM Saturday morning (October 4). He informed
me ‘that he would notify me Sunday morning (October 5) as to the details
of my trip to see Khrushchev. On Sunday morning I received a telephone
call from Mr. Sofinsky that I would be picked up at the hotel at 1:L45
AM Monday morning (October 6). About 6 o'clock Sunday evening I was
again telephoned by Mr. Sofinsky that the plans had been changed,
that I was to be in my room by 12 o'clock midnight and was not to leave
the room. At 12:45 Mr. Zhukov would pick me up et my apsrtment. He
would not telephone me and I was not to meet him out front. Mr. Zhukov
was there promptly at 12:45 AM (October 6). We left in a black ZIS
for the Moscow airport.

Upon arrivael we went to the second floor to a private room. It
was about 1:45. We stayed in this room until 2:20 when Mr. Zhukov
announced it was time to go. We walked out onto the field and got
into a private plane No. 025. It was manned by Air Force personnel.
When we got on the plane there were two other gentlemen, Mr. Yury
Volsky and Mr, Troyanovsky, the interpreter. The plane was spotlessly
clean, even the tollets. It was furnished in light blue and white with
two large davenports and five large swivel chalrs. We took off about
2:45. I 4id not know the destination. I was given one of the daven-
ports and a blanket. The davenport was not long enough to lie down on,
but I aid manage rest of a sort. '

Later in the morning (October 6) at about 10 minutes to 8, we
landed at Adler on the Black Sea., We were met by a ZIS car and

chauffeur
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henffeur and driven like mad around the Blaock Sea, It looked like ]

¢ area between the French and Italian Riverias, It was a perfect
day, with & cloudless sky, and I was quite impressed with the general
surroundings., About one hour later we were driven to a home, some 3
or & hundred feet above the Black Sea, in a place called Gagra., We
went up to solid iron gates, honked the horn, and they were opened by
& man, We drove through well-groomed grounds with orange and banana
trees and a variety of carefully cultlivated flowers.

the house was fairly large, well furnished; and well kept, A
ahef with & white coat and white cap and 5 girl servants were around
the place, All were dressed in uniform, I was given a large double
reom with bath and told that I could bathe and shave and we would have
sreakfast, We reached the home at Gagra at sbout 8:55, We assembled
for breakfast about 10 o'clock. After a sumptuous breakfast we took
off for our final destination, Petsunda, about an hour's drive away.
Again we drove like mad, mostly on iwo scresching wheels, through a
beautiful territory. For avout a mile before we reached Xhrushchev's
howe the road was lined with tall oypress trees. Al the end of this
grove was & small village on the Blaok Sea., On the other slde of
this village we came to a halt before a solld iron gate with one
soldier standing guard. Zhukov spoke a few words to him but presented
no sredentials, The gates were opened immedietely and we found our-
selves inside, The grounds, large and spacious, were enclosed only
with a wire mesh fence not more than four feet high. I saw no other
guards or security forces of any kind during my visit, The house,
whish looked new, is large and square. It is a two-story white stucco
home aituated on the edge of a large grove of what I was 1lnformed were
very rare trees, I have forgotten the name. The bark on these trecs
had the appearance of yellow pine but the needles were more like cedar,
T™e forest floor was clean as though 1t had been carefully raked. We
stopped in front of the house but were not taiken into itj rather we
were led around the west side to the beaoch, which 1s composed of large
pleces of gravel with no sand. A slated board walk, perhaps three
feet wide, extended for a half mile or more down the beach, There were
several cabanas scattered along the board walk, The canvas on the
oabanas were colored blue or white, or both. Later Mr. Khrushochev was
to inform me that one large cabana was a guest house for those who
liked to sleep next to the water, while others were merely dressing
roons., :

We walked down the board walk for a couple of hundred feet to a
platform covered by a large umbrella under which were several chairs
and a table with fresh fruit and dishes. Zhukov pcinted out to me
that Xhrushshev was coming down the walk. Indeed he was, I quiokly
saw that he was hatless, and was wearing a blue suit somewhat like the
seersucker tipe we wear in Washington in the swmmer. A Georgian white
shirt with blue embroidery was tied by a string at the neock. Sandals
were on his feet. His bald head was fringed with clcsely oropped ,
Thiba hair. He is a man of short stature with a bull heck and a large:

girth
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girth, He preeted me with a mevry twinkle in hia eye and imuediabtély
Btarted the conversation by saylog: "Mikcysm hag Just told po aboub
you, He left here yesterday for Moteow, You know, I had a”hard Lime
getting rid of him, I thought he waa never golng to leave.

1 replied that [ had met Mikoyau in 1944,

A breeze was blowing acroas the Iiack Ses and Xhmushshev waved
13 hand and sbid: "Phis 1s a eoid wind, It 3 coulug frowm your ally
Nrikey., I presume we could exreetr nothing oide bar a aold wing {rom
a NATO country.” HBut he emphasized. “Milr drean't bother sie." He
Qu!ckix launched into a story whlch he said a Yugoslavisn had tnld
hin. wring the war® he went on, "heople deserted ‘he citles of
Yugoslavia and lived in the hiils where they engaped nalniy in
guerrilia warfare, The animais left the eoifty, too, AfTer Lhe war
was over the pcople returned to khe afuvy but. the arimals rernalued in
the hills, A dog, a cow and a Jjachass gotl tcgether and decided that
serhaps they should go back to the eity and ses hiow 1i1¥c resily was,
They had been gone s long, however, that they *lwought thev wouid send
e scout down to reconnoiter. The dog was sent first. In due tlme he
returhed and sald the clty wzs terrible. He had barked and everybody
had told him to keep gquiet. They wouidu’t evon irt Lim bark in the
eity any more and he didn't like 1t, Sc they seut the cow down to
reconnoiter, The cow returped afler while and reported that the ety
was terrible. Everybody had milked her dry. Finally, the jackouss
took his turm at viewing the city lignia. When he cane Lack he said
the city was wonderful., 7The pecpie had all gotten togerher snd had
elected hin presldent. Tito heard that Lhis story wss told to ne by
the Yugoslavian and was furious bocause he felt that it was & direct
insult to him. Tito is queer that way,"

Suddenly, Khrushchev looked at me and said: "Wwhy, you don't look
like 4 ocapitalist at all., You are not fat. They have sent me a man
in disguise=-a lean man,"

1 replied that we had tc work so hard in the ea;iralist countries
that we oouldn't get fat,

"No, noﬁ" he said snd leughed heartily, his belly sheking 1ike
0ld Bt, Nick's, "Sit down," be said “and have some fruit." [ an
glad to welcone you to this ccamunist lands A napitalist and a
comnmunist can at leasst talk together,"

1 then asited: "What 15 the cause of present world tensions, and
how weuld you relieve them?"

-Whlt is your next question?” he ssked. I again repeated my
question to him, He replied:

l "There |
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"There are mghy causes of world tension today but perhaps the
wost important is imperialism in its wany forms, England and France
have grown rich on the exploitation of other peoples.” I interrupted
tc say that I felt that imperialism or colonialism had cost these
" gountries fdr more ih the recent years than any advantages they might
have preceived; that these countries were trying to educate people for
fresdom and independerice,

*rhis is not true,™ he said, "look at the Middle East. Colonialism
and fetidalism still sontinue there, You are trying to keep the exist=-
iog governments in power, but the people want thelr own goveruments,
responsive to thelr own wishes, This ean only come by revolution,

Every woman who has a child hopes that 1t ocan be born without pain but
nost wonieh have pain, The overthrow of feudalism ond colonialirm
usuklly oomes with pain,"

"Perhaps you misunderstand our position," I said. "4 dn not

obJeot to nations changing their leadership even by .1oient uethod but
We do obJect to a revolution started by an outside free, a2 Conmunigt.
sondpiratorial forse directed from the vutside,"

"we are not doing that," he saids "o you think Nas=zer is a
somnunlst? Communism is outlawed in Egypt and I understand tlere are
=, 0 or more communists under arrest, Do you think this is an out-
a1 gommunist conspiracy? Talte Iraq, there the leaders are not
com.unists, In fact, they are anti-communi:sts. The revolt was againsgt
a feudal system, Take Finland, there is a Comunist party in Finliand.
we wish them well, but we are not supporting them, We hope all people
will overthrow feudalistioc governments, whercver they are., But in
your case you support these fcudalistie regimes with troops, If it
had not been for British troops in Jordan, Husseln would lhuve been
murdered long ago by hls people, nhot by Communists, As soon as British
troopa are removed from Jordan, the people will decide what they want
to dbs 1Ir they want to overthrow Hussein they will do so. Why do you
Buppdrt these obsolete regimes in many of these Middle EKastern countries?
Your imperialiam takes the form of interest in oil and its revenues.
041 seems to be more important to you than people.”

He had uttered these last remarks with some heat. AL the first
oppottuniity I denled vigorously many of his allegations and pointed
out ih some detall what the o0ll companles had done to raise the
standard of living of peoples in theme areas. I explained that several
of these countrlies were recelving large revenues from o0il;, which had
betn developed by technical skills not possessed by these less
developed areas, and that the sale of the o1l produced the revenue
heeded by these countries, "Would you buy this 011?" 1 asked, His
peply wab quidk: "Of course not! We have more oi)l and gas than we
heed, We have no interest in Middle Eastern oil. 1In fact, we are
?loliag many of our aoal mines begause we do not need the coal, 0il

and gas
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and gas are being used instead. We are dieseling our raillroad
locomotives, making eleotricity from oll and gas, using it in our
factories, and we shall oontinue to use more oil. We are not inter-
ested in Middle Easterncdl,”

T took several minutes to try to explain to him some of the
problems of the oil eompanies, their intercst in the peoples of these
areasx, their avoidanse of political entanglements, eto,, and finally
said: "But many of these countries neced outside help, financial
assistance, The oll revenues, although large, are not of sufficlent
size to bring the improvements 8o urgently needed, Would you be
willing to cooperate with financial assistance?”

To my surprise he saidt "You wrote an article about this a few
weeks ago in THE NEW YORK TIMES, 8ome of this article was accurate.
The revolt in this area 1s against poverty and disease and feudalism,
You suggested in your article that you would contributc three dollars
to every dollar that we would contribute to this area.”

"rhat's correct," I replied, "but I suggested that 1t should be
channeled through the United Nations and be used on a rcgional basis.
would you agree to this?" :

"we agree with the principle of helping these pcople,” he said,
"out we will not agree to spend the money through the United Nations,
because the United Nations is Just a puppet show with the strings
being pulled by the United States, In fact, we may get out of the
United Nations, Why remain in such & puppet show? No longer does the
United Nations reflect the will of people.”

"mut," I continued, "would you be interested in Joining in some
fund to help ralse the living standards that you have been talking
about so elogquently?"

"Wwe will contribute,” he said, "but we will do s0 in our own way.
e countries which should sontribute the most, however, are those
which have benefited the most from the imperialism in this area."

"Who is that?" 1 asked.

"england and France," he answered, "They should pay for the pasat
axploitation of this area, Western Europe wants the oll of the Middle
Eagt, let them pay for it at a reasonable price and let them contribute
to a large fund to make up in some small measure for their long
exploitation of these people. You know," he added, "it is difficult
for me to understand your side. You were founded by a revolution and
for years you wers the great revolutionary force in the world, but
today you support reactionary regimes everywhere. You don't seem to
understand that the world is undergoing a change, On the contrary we

pport the desires of all people who set up their own governments and
{ould be free from outside domination,"”

"Doe& "
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L "hoes that inslude Hungary, Czechoslovakia, and Poland»" 1 ;
sked,

ﬁie voloe teared and his fist pounded the table, "They are
ppee, " ne saids Mhey have governments of thelr own choosing. Then
ha shifted the subjeot quickly, asking: "Why is Nixon so fond of
Ghiung Kal-shek? This {8 another subyeot of disagreement between our
two coutitries."

1 asked him if he had nhot confused Knowland with Nixone

"rhis doesn't make any difference,” he said. "uhy don't you
understand that the Chinese Govermnment is the government of the prople
of China, We oan never settle the China question untll you realize
this. Kerensky is now living in New York, but Kercnsky has just as
much shance of eoming back and taking over the government, of Russia
as chiang Xai-shek has of taliing over the government of the malnland
of china, Why san't you people understand this?"

Here I carefully explaincd that this was a problen I felt should
be discussed by the President of the United States or the Secretary
of State, This dealt with the foreign policy of the Unlted ltates and
T was not in & position to ocomment, but as a private citizen [ thought
that perhaps there were several reasons. One was that China was at
war with the tnited Nations, that she had still not come to a prace

treaty in Korea with the United Natlons,.

N . "you mean," he snapped, "come to a peace treaty with the United
States., The United States furnished the forces and the United States
did the rignhting, The United Nations is Just a puppet. Why do you
gontinue to obssure the real factm, But let's not discuss these
things, they are details, The broad question 1ls, why don't you undecr~
mbgnddtge gituation in china? Eventually the China question must be
&olveds

1 asked him 1f he would use his good offices with China to try
to help solve it.

Yof course,” he replied, "provided you will recoghizc the - condi-
tions that exist in China,”

"And another cause of irritation," he said, "is you are oonstantly
flying your planes ?round our borders When a neighbor pulls his
blinds down you don't try to peek around the corners We have shot
down several of your planes in the East and Wect and we arc golhpgto
continue to ahoot them down when you get around our borders. Just
resently,” he econtinued, "you had a reconnaissance plahe on our border
and ib orashed in flames, We returned six bodies to you. Now you
slaim that there are eleven nore men, but we don't know anything about
Thonl mens We never saw them,"

I asked

'_ Dbt ub
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T I amked him if I heard him torreotly~«that he had never semn--—

these eleven men and did not now have them, j

He saids "Yes, you heard me correctly. We have never seen the
mwen, we do not how have them, We do not even know that there were
»leveg men aboard, If they were, we do not knhow what happened to
them, '

t maids “"Have you told our Embassy?"

He replied "Yes, Now you elaim that this was a plane en route
from Germany but we know that isn't true, We know the base of the
plane in Turkey. Your plane was on reconnaisasance trying to ¥ind out
about a new radar warning system that we have installed, I wlnt to
tell you that we are going to contimie to shoot dowh any planes that
rielate our borders. When we have guests in our country we treat
them well, but we are not going to tolerate unweloome guests and, ‘
furthermore, I don't know what you are bothering with Turkey for. 1'll
let you in on a seoret. We have no navy in the Black Sva and no sub-
narines in the Black Sea and we are not going to put any there, Our
missilens oould wipe out Turkey in 15 minutes., We have sent a note to
Turkey and we are pgoing to make claim against Turkey for these plane
incidents," 4

This was a subjeot that I was not prepared to discuss and not
desiring to pursue it further, I changed the subject, saying:

"I have asked you your opinion of the cause of your irritation
with the United States, Now let me glve you one of the irritating
problems that we have with your eountry," I suggested that perhaps
he wasa't going to like it but I thought I should state my views
frankly., He interrupted me to sayt "How do you know 1 am not going
to like it, You capitalists are alwaxs Judging what communists are
{toing to say even before they say it,

A1l right," I said, "here it im, I belleve that your relation-
ships with the outside world would be greatly improved if you would
fllow foreign correspondents to report what they see and hear in the
Soviet Union without censorahip."

“rhere is no censorship of facts," he said, "in the Soviet Union.
It 48 only lies that we censor, 'The foreign press reports what it
Bees, We only delete the lies, Then after we have deleted the lies,
the ocorrespondents go to the Embassy and send them through the
diplomatic poush, 80 they get there anyway,."

"But," 1 interjeoted, "who determines what are facts and what
are lies?

"We do."he replied, o
"That ia |
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ersionn of the truth, If you would allow foreipgn sorrespondents :
to report without censorship, you would probably get a few bad
artisles, but you get many good ones that would far outweigh the bad
ones, Mioch of the susploion which exista because of your secresy
and your aensorship would be removed,"

(—- "rhat {8 Just the problem," I said, "reople may have dirterent1
v

His eyes narrowed to 8lits, like a tomcat about to fight another,
He pounded the table until the frult shook., "Look at the lie that
CBS Jumt presented on television, the play in which I am supposed to-
have killed Stalin,” he saids "That's the kind of lie that we don't
appreciate, What would you think that kind of lie does to the rela-
tionships between our two countries during this period of the eold
var? Sugpose we had presented on television a play deploting
President Eisenhower as murdering someone, What would you say®" I
told him that I deplored untruths about anyone, particularly about
rulers of states, but that untruths were sometimes stimulated by the
seoretiveness used in the operation of the Soviet system, For instance,
the Voioa of America in Russlan is Jammed wyh&n. coming into the Soviet

whereas we do not attempt to Jam Radilo Mosaew when it 1s broade

oase in English to the states and to the world,

He gaid: "That is because the Voice of America tells lies.”
"Mr, Chairman," I said, "the Volce of Moscow tells lies, too,"
"No, it doesn't,” he thundered,

"But, Mr. Chairman, I have heard the lies with my own ears on
ny shortwave radio in my hotel room in Moscow. Distortions of the
trath, eclearly, Why don't you like the Russian people to get the
same kind of information that we give the American people, so the
Russian people may Judge for themselves, . FPreer flow of information
both ways would do this,"

During this part of the conversation he had been pgesticulating
vigorously and talking to me as though he was haranging a orowd,
But as the sunlight sometimes breaks through the clouds on an April
day, his countenanse changed, he smiled, laughed, and said: "Now
we Are gebbting anpgry at one another, We are friends, Let us act
as trienda. What other question do you want to ask me?"

I started to ask him about his Jaev educational program but he
looked at his watoh and remarkeds "It is after 2 o'alock. Come
Along and have lunnh with ne and my family. You are going to spend
the night here,"

We arose and started down the walk, I had my camera with me
and asked him if I might take a picture of Him, He agreed readily,

‘ . . and X
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and T snapped several plotures of him and of Zhukov} then Zhukov too
a ploture of Khrushchev and me, and the interpreter took a pleture
of all three of us, Xhrushohev was intripgued with the ocamera., I
told him that I was taking three-dimensional pictures in color to be
jewed through a finder that restored the three dimensions. He
ooked at the camera with great interest during my explanation and
then said: "You make better cameras than we do, but we make better
missiles.” And, again with a loud St. Nick's laugh, he added: "of
sourse the world will Judge whioh is the most important.”

We walked down the board walk to the right angle walk that led
up to the house, His family awaited us, I was introduced to his
wife, a stooky, peasant-type woman with a bulbous nose and gray
stringy hair pulled back off her face. Wisps fell carelessly over
her ears, She wore a sack-type dress of dark grey. She was very
pleasant, but other than the customary salutations, said little,

His daughter, whom I would judge to be about 40, was tall and rather
slender, with light brown hair, a quick smile and penetrating eyes.
Tt was obvious she had her father's energy and enthusiasm, Her
husband, a man perhaps 10 or 15 years older, was tall and large of
athletio build, with lots of gray hair., I later learned that he was
the head of the theater in Klev. A doctor, whom I Judged to be
Khrushehev's personal physician, a tall, lean man, rather handsome
and fiftyish, and another man, whose hame I did not learn but who
appeared to be a personal seoretary, completed the luncheon party.
T noticed that the living revom was large and spacious. The furniture
was white, perhaps bleached teakwoods The chairs and draperies were
alzo white. The room was furnished in gopd taste with objects of
art, It was not overdone. He showed me to my bedroom, located off
the living room, and it was a large, spacious room, with white
furniture, A big bathroom was off this room., It was tiled and con-
tained, in addition to the ordinary plumbing fixtures, what seemed
to be a massage table, All types of tolletrlies were on a table and in
the basin tray there was what appeared to be a large cake of perfumed
Prench soap., The soap was purple and finely textured, After washing
my hands, I Joined the group in the living room and we went upstairs.,
Oon a wide baloony extending the entire length of the house, there was
a dining table with the proper number of places set and a large quantity
of various types of Russian hors d'oeuvres, A lace table ecovering
looked as if it might have come from Belgium. Mrs. Khrushchev sat
at the head of the table, Khrushchev was on her right and next to
him sat his daughter, her husband, and the male secretary. 1 sat on
graé Khrushohev's left and next to me came Zhukov, Volsky, and the
(131} of'

After we sat down, XKhrushchev saids "et's have a drink of
Armenian brandy first. Mikoyan won't speak to me unless I give you
a drink of his bdrandy first." This, of oourse, we drank "do dna’e=
bottoms upe .

The hors d'osuvres ‘

———
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e hors d'oeuvres were followed by soup, and trout, then by )
1amb ohops, a salad, fruit, and coffees We had two drinks of brandy!
and two drinks of vodka during the meal and there were many toasts

to friendship and eloser cooperation between our peoples. The lamb
shops were del%oious but I noticed that Xhrushchev ate none., I asked
him if he didn't 1ike lamb chopss "Oh yes,” he replied, "but my
dootop won't let me eat them,” He waved a hand at the tall man at
the end of the table,

I then said: "Mr. Zhukov has told me a big lie,"
"what do you mean?" asked Khrushechev.

"iie told me," I replied, "that Runsians had small lunches and
1 have never seen a bigger one," Everybody seemed to laugh at this
and Khrushchev salds You should really see a big Russian lunch 1f
you think this is big."

My back was towards the Black Seca but I oceasionally glanced
around, The sea was like a mill pond, not even waves lapped on the
pebbles, Through the branshes of these odd surrounding trees, there
was the Black Sca, and beyond loomed the tall mountalins rising like
blue guardians to the Caucasus.

The osonversation went at a rapid fire pace. It was a Jovial
one, Thero was much kidding of me as a capitalist, I took it in
good nature and, 1ln many instances, felt that I was able effeotively
to turn the tabies on the communists. No one spoke during the lunch
exedpt Khrushohev, his daughter, the interpreter, and me, NoO one
interrupted him except his daughter and I noticed all were deferential
including his wife,

Early in the meal I remarked that his daughter didn't look like
him but like her mother, Quick as a flash, he stuck his whole arm
soross the table with his finger pointing towards me and roared?
"Another capitalist mistake, You capitalists can never gel anything
righb. Thig woman isn't her mother, This is m, second wife, Hal
Hal¥ he roared again, "Another capitalist lies His daughter oame
to my resoue, howeyer, and said that ashe had frequently been mistaken
for her stepmother's daughter, The ocontours of their faces were the
same, "No, no," hes roared, slapping the table, "1 never thought my
daughter would stand up for a capitalist.," He then went on to explain
that he had several childrens one boy had been killed as & flyer
during the w*gi another son was & graduate engineer and was now worke-
ing in a techniocal Job in Mosoow) another daughter was married to an
editor, "How ohildren are there in families in America?” he
aaked, "I understand an uveraie of about four shildren, This 1is
good, To inorease the populat one=good idea."

! "You
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"you wanted to ask me about our eduaation system,” he said. |
"My son doesn't have the sane desire for education as I hads" And |
agsin his eyes olosed to almost catlike slitss He went on: "I
worked in a ooal mine owned by the French in the Donbas. I got what
education I could at night. The French paid miserable wages, so I
souldn't go to college at that time, This is the type of capitalist
exploitation we are fighting against all over the world." His volce
was raised, his fists were clenoched, but the storm passed as quickly
88 it came, He added: "There is no use in talking about the past.
e future is ours, The future of communism is inevitable, Nothing
san stop it, But our youth must have the same respest for manual
labor that I have., After thelr secondary education they will go to
work, If they want to they ocan study at night and those who want to
get an education can do so, but all must have respect for labor. It

8 through labor that we make human progress and the Soviet Union is
going to make progress,"

we had arrived at the salad course and Khrushchev wanted to know
i# 1 liked mangoes, I told him I was very fond of them. "Well," he
said, "I got a shipment from Nasser the other day. 1 am afrald they
adre a little too ripe but let's try them," He rang for a servant who
brought in a large tray heaped with mangoess I took one and remarked
upon its excellense, Khrushshev saild:s "Yes, they are good but they
are not as good as the ones I get from Nehru, e sends me a shipment
sbout once & month, By the way," he shanged the subject, "how is
President Eisenhower?™ I told him that the President's health, in
my opinion, was excellent,

"vou know," said Khrushchev, "I like that man, At the Geneva
Conference he took me to the bar after every meeting and we had a
drink togethere. I hope his hcalth 18 good. I'd like to sit down
and have another talk with him, Why do you people have such crazy
ideas about Russia and the Communist Party? It must be your capitalists
who are fearful that the common people will get what they have., But
Prasident Eisenhower is & soldier, not a capltalist.”

“mal1l me about your seven-year plan,™ I said,

"rhere isn't mush to tell, It is really an extension of old
fivewyear plans, and a little more ambitious, We are going to inorease
those things that we mead the most, It was hard in the early days
to make mush progress with industrialization but now it is inoreasing
by geometris proportions. At the end of seven years we are going to

g0 & long ways toward catohing up with the U.3. At the end of another
seven years, or at the end of 14 years, we will catoh up with the U.S.
in produotion per oagita. We will have eleotrisity for the farms of
the Soviet Union, automobiles for her people. It is endless the
things you can do, This is a great oountry, & storshouse of resources.
Under communism we ean do anything,"

"t noticed
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"1 noticed," I mald, “that you are trying to populate Siberia
and locating some of your new plants theres To the south of you lie
& great esuntry whose population is inscreasing by 15 million people
& year, Ten years from now China may have apdther 150 million people.

sould be a blessing or a problem to you, Do you consider her
& problem at all? Might she be interested in the vacant lot to the
north of her? Has this thought motivated your planning in Siberia?"

Be looked at me rather quizziecally and sald: "China 18 a great
country. By the year 2,000 it may have a billion people, but
communiat states never think of going to war with each other, It
is only capitalist states that do that. Of course, we will have no
trouble with China, All communist states believe in getting along
with each other, in growing and developing. We think of peace, not
of war., In nmy latest conference with Mao Tse-Tung he told me ﬁhat
China was producing more grain this year than she needed. In the
Soviet Union, we can increase our agrieultural production by ten-fold
with adequate mineral fertilizers and adequate manpower, No, there is
no fear of China., We both belleve in the ecommunist doctrine, We
want to develop our countries, have a higher standard of living for
our people, and you can only do that through peaceful means,"

The sumptuous lunch had been completed. We walked into the upper
hall where there was a large wooden box that looked like cedar painted
with some design. The bex was about 3% feet by 2 feet by 2 feet. He
opened the lid., Inside were neat rows of apples, wrapped in white
paper., “Take one," he said, "they are the best applies I have ever
eaten,” I took one, It was bright red, "Who sent you these?" I
asked, "An old friend of mine," he said, "Kadar in Hungary." Each
of us took an apple and walked down the staira through the living
room to the front porch,

"let's take a walk," he suggested, We walked along the boardwalk.
The family remained near the porch., We were alone except for the
interpreter, We walked to the end of the boardwalk, a considerable
distance, and then came back, During the walk, he saidg "here are
two things you must understand, The Soviet Union doesn't want war
and under your system the United States can't start a war. Isn't it
foolish therefore to ocontimue endlessly this cold war?"

"I quite agree with you," I said, "but it seems to me that the
problem is primarily yours,"

"No, that's not true," he salds "You hate communism jJust because
it is a different system. You think you oan destroy us., You think
if you keep up an armaments race that we sannot do likewise and at
the same time improve the astandard of living of our people, You think
that if our people have a lower standard of living there will be a
revolt in our sountrys But we have proved this false. We have kept

up with |
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From_ Moscow.

| Up with you in the armamants rase, In fact, in some ways I think w;l
l are ahead, At the ssme time we have improved our sountry and improved
the eonditions of 1life of our peoples You are afraid of ocompetition
from us, You are afraid that we will outproduse you and outsell you
in the markets of the world and that other sountries will follow the

sommunisnt example,”

I told him that I was not afrald of this at all. As a matter
of fact, I welcomed it because I was Just as firmly convineced that our
domocrgéio soclety aould produce more and bring greater happiness to
its people, In such a race, fres from force, there was no question
in my mind whish would eventually survive, There have been many
ehanges in the world and modern eapltaliem in America today was no
sore like vapitalism of the 10th sentury than a rlower garden resembled
& desert. Xhrushshev came baok to the subject, remarking: “why .
don't you reduee armaments then, quit this foolish race and use this
"'it o:.a portion of it to help undeveloped countries improve their
position ‘

I retorted that President Eimenhower had sald the same thing,
Ia faet I think he proposed it.

"o, " .said Khrushehev, "it was a Prenchman who proposed it first
and I did it second," I replied that I didn't know who proposed it
first but I do know that Preasident Eisanhower is for this kind of
development program,

By this time we had rejoined the famlly who had gathered in a
1 group converaing. It wax about 8 quarter to rive,

"ow," sald Khrushohev, "you will spend the night here, have
dinner wiéh us, go grouse hunting with us tomorrow. I khow a wonders
ful spot about 30 milea from here across the sea,"”

"I am very sorry, Mr. Chairman,® I said, "but I really think I
should go bsck to Mosoow tontights, I would like to g0 grouse hunting
with you but I have already over-stayed my weloome as it is,"

. "But you haven't seen all the Causasus,” he saids “If you won't
stay overnight then at least let me mend you to Lake Ritzaluke, It
is beautiful, You can spend the night up there,"

"But, Mr, Chairman,” I said, "I must be back in Moscow on
Tueaday SOotober 7) and that wouid mean I wouldn't be baok in Mosaow
until w sday mornings I must fly baok at night,."

"Why?" he aalced,

L_‘_ "Mr, Zhukov ~M_J
LGQHEIUENEIL&M__u__M
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®yn, Zhukov says that I must fly baok atb night on Monday," I
replied, "You ocan fly back any time you wishe You oan fly baek
{in the daytime tomorrow, if you wish,

shukov turned to me and said: "We san go and spend the night at
Ritzaluke and leave tomorrow afternoon by plane for MosooOW.

is I agreed to do.

*Hut you should leave immedistely," said Khrushohev, "It is a
long mountain road and if you leave right now you can make it theye
before darks I don't want you to drive that road after night. 11
have my chauffeur put the top of the car down and I'11l give you my
fur-1ined oocats You'll need it in the mountains, "

S0 we left Petsunda at 8 minutes to five and were driven by the
same wild driver over mountainous roads. The soenery was gorgeouss
A parrow river flowed through the canyon wallas At times there were
sheer walls of rock more than 1,000 feet high above us. At other
times we were going along the sides of the canyon with vast space
beneath us and there were no guard rails, Just about dark we arrived
at the lake, The heslth resort had been opened in 1947, The building
was of wood, painted white and green, and was of the same shoddy
o cnstruction you see almost everywhere in Russia, 1 ocan only account
for this by the faot that there are far too few capable artisans in
many of the erafts to do all of the construction jobs belng undertaken.
Ry contrast Khrushohev's home was beautifully built,

Tt was the last of the season at this hotel, which was probably
peserved for special dignitaries. Only one other party was presente=
a group of three writers and their wives, I was given a nice room,
took & wartn bath, had another sumptuous meal and went to bed early.
All four of ua went on this trip.

. Mext morning we arose at 6130, After a satiafying breakfast we
toured the lake in & boats It is a small lake, perhaps three miles
long and a mile and a half wide at its widest spot., Around a turn in
the lake was & dacha that had been gtalin's. It was obviously being
kept ups There were gservants and flower beds, Towering mountains
rose all around the lake, The scenery is about as beautiful as any

I have seen in the world,

At 10300 AM we left on our return trip to Adler and reached the
airport about 12330, The same plane was there to take us to Mosaow

where we arrived at approximately 6415 in the evenings A chauffeured
%18 oar met us on the fisld in NMosaow.

The above
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The abovae i3 & rescunt of exparienne, I made soplous notas
Morday svening in kb hotel. Thim doss not cover the entire aonversh-
tiom but only the highlights, It eonveys tha senss of tha mesting,
later I shall deseribe my conversations with Zhukov on the plane
returning to Hosgow and will give some parmsonal observations on Xhrue
shahev, the man,

%.{Eha'(d'lal.'mvﬂfa”
Coargé a'Affaires, a.i,

N |

CONPIDENTIAL

K - P

~Approved For Release 2006/08/09": CIA-RDP80B01676R000700150036-2 .



Approved For Release 2006/08/09 : CIA-RDP80B01676R000700150036-2

~ SEGBET : sl o= X7

b November 1958

Meeting Between Eriec JOHN3TON and N. mRUBHCBlV
on 6 October 1958

Director of Central Intelligence
Eric Johnston
v Robert Amory, Deputy Director

25¥1

Mr, JOHNSTON opened the conversation describing a visit to Mr. KHRUSHCHEV's
sumer hmn§ which lasted between five and six hours. In the courses of this visit
Mr. JOHNSTON was entertained at dinner during which time he learned the following
about KHRUSHCHEV's family. JOHNSTON was advised that KHRUSHCHEV's wife s ¥ho was
present at the dinner, was KHRUSHCHEV's second wife. Also present were KHRUSHCHEV's
oldest daughter, who appeared to be between 4O and L3 years of age, and her
husband, Vietor Petrovich, Director of the Kiev Opera. In the course of this
discussion it also developed that KHRUSHCHEV hé.s a younger daughter who is married
to an editor in Moscow and that he has a son about 24 years of age who is an
engineer and who works in Moscow., KHRUSHCHEV mentioned that he had another son
who was killed during World War II and stated that he had several grandchildren
but did not epecify precisely how many. JOHNSTON also noted that it appeareq
that KHRUSHCHEV's daughter and her husband, Victor, had been visiting at the
KHRUSHCHEV home for about two weeks at the time of this particular dinner.

SEGRET -7
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JOHNSTOR was informed that the Binkiang Railroad, which has been known
to have been planned for some time, is ectually under construction by the Chinese
and the Boviet. He was informed that they hope to have trains in operation on
this railroed by the end of 1959, The Rusaian terminus of tho railroad is st
Alma-Ata in the Kirghis Republic and the Chinese terminus will be at Lungchow
is Xwangsi Province where it will tie inte tho railrosd presontly leading into
Vietnanm,

JUHRSTON atated that prior‘ to his meeting with KHRUSHCHEY, he had been
advised by the British Ambassador and by others in Moscow that KHRUCHCHEV hed
been & drunkard and that he nov had very bad kidney and bladder trouble as well
a8 prostate trouble and that he could no longer drink any alcohlic beverages and
hed to be very careful of his health. In addition, JOUNSTON remarked that he
had been informed by the Swiss Ambassador that minusﬂcmw was not a good business
executive, that he could not delegate authority, and that all decisions had to
be made Ly KHRUSHCHEV personally or nothing was accomplished. JOHNSTON took
issue with both of these points, based upon his observations during his visit
vith KHRUSHCHEV. He pointed out that during his entire five or six hour visit
wvith XHRUSHCHEV, KHRUBHCHEV did not drink excessively but did consume two drinks
of vodka, tvo brandies, and two or thres glasses of wine. In addition, JCINSTON
observed that during the entire time of the visit, KHRUSHCHEV never excused
himself to go to the bathroom. Purther, JOUNGTON noted that during this five
or six hour period KHRUSHCHEV wee not at mny time interrupted by any phone
calls, messenger, or message of any description. JOHNSTON stated that KHRUSHCHEY

SEGRET
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remarked seversl times in the course of the discussions that he delegated
-7 gertain functions to certain officials and thet they completely managed the
responsibilities he had assigned them until such time they ren into difficulties
which they could not solve and then, and only then, they came to him for assistance.
JOHNSTON also stated that contrary to certsin information and impressions he
had received prier to this meating, he did not consider KIRUSIICIEV to be a
blabber-mouth or s person who spoke without thinking snd knowing what he wvaa
saying. JOENSTON considered KIIRUSACIEYV to be a master showmen but nevertheless
thought ha was extremely careful in everything he said despite the faot that
he spoke quickly and in an apparent of{-hand manner. It vas JONNSTON’s observa-
tion that when KHRUSHCHEV 4id not wish to discuss & sudbject or was not prepared
to duéuu & subject, even in a private conversation, he mercly changed the
subject in each c¢ase and refused to go further along lines of conversation he
41d not want to pursue. With respect to the state of KINUSI(TIZV's health,
JOHRSTON noted that at the end of this lengthy session KIRUSHCHEV seemed Just
as bounoy as aver and without any signs of fatigue, wheress JOUNETON himself
- folt exhausted.

JUHNGTON was impressed with KiIUSHCHEV's statistical knowledge of the
United Statee. He stated that KNRUSHCNEV was extremely welleinformed on all
matters pertaining to United States productien in all fields but shoved a
complete lack of somprebensicn of how the U.8. or, for that matter, the West

in general cperstes and functions. In the latter respect, JOUHNSTON felt that
KHRUSHCHEY hed no couprehsnsion whatscever.

“-3e
SEOOET | /

Y C L )

L

.1
vt st o

Approved For Release 2006/08/09 : CIA-RDP80B01678R000700150036-2!




Appreved For Release 2006/08/09 : CIA-RDP80B01676R000700150036-2

' ~ SEGRET

According to JUIRSTON, XKHRUCHCELZVY on two or three occasions expressed
an interest in visiting the United Btates. In this connection hes expressed
e liking for anl a desire to talk to Fresident Eisenhower but comnented that
the President was sensitive and would not‘ talk to people. KIIWCHCHEY went on
to say that the President cught to talk to pesople and stated that he would
1ike to sit down and have several long talks with the Prosident. He expressed
the view that sone good might come of such talks. In this connection JOHNSTON
reported that in s gonversation with MIKOYAR, MIKOYAN had also said that he
thought it would be helpful if the President and KHRUSCHCHEV could sit down and
bave private conversations similar to those which MIKOYAN had with ADEMAUER,
In both instances, JOHNSTON pointed eut to KHRUSHCHEV and to MIKOYAN that
because of our system wherein reporters, photographers and the people in general
know whatever the President is doing, it would be virtually impossible for the
President and KHRUSHCHEY to have conversations unbeknownst to the populace of
the United Btutes. JUNNSTON stated that MIKOYAN remarked thuat he snd ADENAUER
bad made sane "deals under the table”™ whioh weres precently in process of boing
. worked out, dbut MIKOYAN declined to respond to JOUHNNCTON's questions as to the
details of such arrengements.

Both KHRUSHCHEV and MIKOYAN described KHRUDHCHEV's visit to China in

gloving tems, KHRUSHCHEV stated that in his meeting with MAO TSE-TUNG, MAO
t0ld him of the magnificant barvest China had hadj they had ample grain for

everyons, and were making great strides in their industrial and sgricultural
developments. According to KNRUSHCHEV, MAO stressed that with the new fertilizers,
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new chemicels, nev seads, and nev methods of sgriculture and with new sclentific -
developments, they anticipated being eble to support without any problems a
villion people by the year 2000, KHRUZICHEV informed JOINBTON that MAO was w
very forvard-looking man and that he enticipated no problems between China
and Russie in the future. KIRUSHCIEV, in faot, ridiculed JOHNYTON's suggestion
thot conceivably ten years from nov KERUSHQIEY might be looking to the United
Btates for assistance against China snd steted that this vas purely s capitalist
ides and that only capitalists get into wars.

In sumation, JOHNSTON expressed the viev that the entire motivation
of KEI[ISNCHZY eand the Soviet hierarchy is due to & feeling of inferiority and
daesire to "Deat America.” He cited several illustrations in support of this
end streegsed that KENUSHCHEV studies the United States, particularly statistically,
a8 a challenger stulies the charpion he is to oppose. JOINIDTON beump that
this feeling of "Best America” permeates mll fields of Boviet endeavor including
sports, cultural sctivities, agriculturs, industrial production and sclentific
develorment, although KHRUIHCHEV eppeared particularly to plece emphasis on
surpassing the United Btates sooncmically and in produation por capita prior
te the end of his second Beven-Yesr Flen.

When ssked whather or not he thought m visit by KIRUSHCHEY to the United

Etates would be helpful to KHRUTHCGIEV's undexstanding of the United Btates,
JOIITSTON replied that be vas doubtful that it would change aany of XHAUSECHEY's

very deaided miseixpressions of Armerica unless be could rvemain here fer a

.8 o
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fairly considerable period of time. He expressed the opinion that a short
visit in whioh KHRUSECHEV was wined, dined, and entertained would not affect
him 4n the slightest. He belleved that KERUSHCIEY would merely translate his
varicus mis-impressions into antagoniams unless he could remein here for a
long enocugh pericd of time to persuade himself that certain of his impressions

wers in fect srroueous.

Distribution:

1 - Art Minnich (in Gen. Goodpaster's absence, for the President)
1 - DCI

1 - DDCI

1 -« Act DD/P

1 - Act DD/I

1 - Mr. Bissell

.6.
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