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My, Dallas 8. wg/

Assistant Attorney General 25)
Director, Qffice of Alien Property
Depariment of Justice
Washington 25, D, C,

Dear Mr. Townsend: 77v/7/>

This is in response to your request of November 7, 1955,
for any information in the files of this Agency or from my own
personal knowledge with respect to the circumstances of the
Cianc family's stay in Germany from August 27, 1343, to
November 4, 1943, and the reasons therefor. I have had the
0SS files, which are in the custody of this Agency, searched,
and 3 memorandum prepared which summarizes the information
therein. The memorandum is enclosed. Also, as your letter
indicates, 1 was in contact with Countess Cianc in 1944 and 1945,

Very truly yours,
j/j //f
Allen W, Dulles
Director

Encl.

AW ] o5X1

Distribution:

Orig - Addressee
I cc - DCI File B}
1 ce - ER via Reading .
1l cc-0O/GC
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Mr. Dalilks 8. Towmsend
AssistantiAttorney General
Director, Yffice of Allen Property
Department Bt Justlce

Yashington ', m C.

Deay Mr. Townsind:

This is in Response to your request of November 9,

] informetide in the files of this Agency or from
f;r;f p:fml el 1edge with respect to the clrcumstances
of the Cimno femily " stay in Cevmeny from August 27, 1943,
to November &, 1943, lpd the reasons therefor. I beve had
the OBE f£iles, which a¥g in the custody of this Agency,
sparched, and & memorandjm prepared vhich summarizes the
inforpmtion therein. Theipenorandum is enclosed. Also,
as your letger indlicates, Zwas in contact with Comtess
Cisnc in 1944 and 195. Howyer, my associstion with her
was in comnection with the dliries and I have no perscual
knowledge with respect to the URano femily's stay in Germany .

Very truly yours,

jien W. Dulles
%Pirector

Enclosure
0GC; 25X1
ce: DOCI (2)
0GC

Approved For Release 2003/09/02 : CIA-RDP80B01676R000700170082-9




Approved For Release 2003/09/02

: CIA-RDP80B01676R000700170082-9

3,
Hr. m 8 ‘v o
Assigtant Attorney Cenerel
Director, Office df Alien Property

This i in

your ragest of Bovesmber 3,

for any inforemtion in thel files of thie Agency or from

Wy own persobal mowledge With respect to the circumetances
{% Cermany from August 27, 193,

of the Cianc femily‘'s stay

to Hovemboer §'J‘ 1@31 !IM tm "4:;.:;:.:«&"-'.,-
the OGS files, which are in thd
searched, and & memcrandum prepiy

informelion therein.

: therefor. I hove hsd
B cugtody of this Agency,

pd which summrizes the
ie mnclosad. Also,

g .. BERiL

as your letter imdicates, I waa il contact with Countess

Cimno im 194k and 1545,

However, fiy
ws in comsction with the disricn fd

association with her
I bave no perscooal

IR S
-

knowledge with respect to the Clunc Pmmily's stay in Germeny.

Enclosure
0GC 25X1
ece: ICI (2);
OGC
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MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: CIARO, Edda Mussolini

1. According to the imterrogation report dated 14 June 1945, of Frau
HILDEGARD BEETZ, = professed German agent, (Count) Gellsaszo CIANC was living
in the coantry home of (Prince) Bayn-Witigenstein nesr Munich, Germany, until
19 October 1943, vhen he lefi for Verone, Italy. BEETZ indicated that on
10 September 1953, she, an interpreter in the German Foreign Intelligence
Service (Amt VI) vas sent to Cbersllmeunshausen (near Munich) to servs as
interpreter for (Count) CIANO, the former Italisn Foreign Minister. At that
time, BEBTZ stated that (Count) CIANO, his wife, Edde Mussolini CIARO, and
their children were umder & form of house arrest by the Germans. At the time
of (Count) CIANO's departure to Veroms, EEETZ indicsted that the former did
not know whether he was being taken to prison or whether Benito MUSSOLINI had
done something to bring about his relesse; however, by a pre-srranged signel
from {Count) CIANO to BEETZ, he notified her that he was in prison. Accord-
ing to BEETZ, Dr. Wilhelm BOETTL {Stwrmbannfuehrer), and Dr. Ernst KALTEN-
BRUNRER (Obergruppspfushrer u, Gensral der Polizel), both of Germen intelli-
gence, wanted CIANO kept alive at least long snough to discloee the where-
sbouts of his diaries and private papers, snd of the Italien Foreign Office
records, BEETZ further stated that, on T January 194s, Edds Mussclini CIANO
appeared in Verona, and that, on the night of 7 or 8§ January 1944, she croes-
ed into Switzerland, with the aid of one Lt. Emilio PUCCI, where the CIANO
children were waiting. (Countess) CIANO had strapped the dlaries around her
waist in her flight into Switserland, sccording to BEETZ. EEETZ revesaled
that she had doublecrossed the Germans in an attempt to seve (Count) CIANO's
1ife end thet when Edda CIANC appeared in Vercps with tbe diaries, (BEETZ)
did not have her searched or followed, bdut instesd wrged her to take off at
once for Switzerland with the diariss. According to BEETZ, her connection
with the case did not cease with {Count) CIANO's death. In a subsequent
operaticn, she went to Bwitserlend in an endeavor to contact Edda CIANO and
produce for Amt VI some important Italian Foreign Office records that had
besr. hidden in Ramiols, Province of Parma, Italy.

2., The following information wes taken from & volumed report com-
pleted on 20 June 1945 by Marchess Emilioc PUCCI, an Italisn Air Force
officer and en intimete friend of (Countess) BEdde Mussolini CIARO, con-
cerning his role in eonmnection with the Ciano Diaries. According to the
report, {Countess) CIANO visited PUCCI in Florence, Italy, sometime during
the first part of Octocber 1943 and told him that she, her husbend, and
children were tazken to Germany at the end of August, snd were shut in a
house nesr Munich as prisoners of the Gestepo. She steted further that
her husband, (Count) Galleazzo CIANO, had been transferred to the prison
at Verons, Italy, and that her children were still being held in Germany.
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{Countesa) CIARD stated that she had gone on a hunger strike in order to
get permission to telephone her father, Benito MUSSOLINI, and reguest
permission to retuxrn to Italy. The report indicated further, that during
the latter part of Octcber or the first part of Rovember 1943 PUCCT
eccompanied the Countess to the hesdqusrters of MUSSOLINI abt Gregnano,
Ttely, where she talked %0 her father about getting the children back
from Qermauy. The three CIARD childrerm srrived in Italy from Germany

at the beginning of Decenber 1943. HMICCI drove {Countees) CIANO and her
children to Milan, Italy, on 12 December 1943, where they turned the
children over to some friends, These friends sctompanied the children
t0 the Bwisa border where arrangements had previously been made for a
clandestine crossing. After PUCCI and (Countess) CIANO had failed in
their attempts to free {Count) CIAND from prison, and es the "~~~ vas
searching for the Countess, it was declded that the Countess should go
to Bwitzerland. On 9 Januery 1944, at 5:00 P. M., fountess) CIARO left
the Hotel Madomnine at Viggiu, Itely, on fooit, and welked across the
border into Switzerland, taking with her the last five volumes of the
CIARO Disary.

3. In sn interrogation report-.Otto LECHNER, Abt. VI (German
intelligence} egent and official, dated k September 1945 the following
information was revealed by LECHNER concerning the CIARD family's stey
in Germany:

a. {Count) CIANO did not feel very securc after the events
of 25 July 1943 and was looking for ways to lesve Italy. He
approached General BADOGLIO and the King, but to no aveil. The
Vatican and the Spanish Exbassy refused to guarantee him asylum.

He therefore decided that it wms relatively safest to go to Germany
for the time being, in crder to try to reach Spain or Partugal
from there. -

b. Edda CIANG knew Dr. Bugene DOLIMANN (8:andsrtenfuehrer),
and epproached him asking for asylum for the CIARO family in Germany.
DOLIMANR forwarded the request through Herbert XKAPPLER (Obersturmbannfuehrer),
and, es & consequence, Sturmbannfuehrer BOETTL was sent to organize
CIARC's escape together with DOLLAMNN, KAPPLER and Qeneral STUDENT.
{The latter three individuels were German intelligence serviee
personalities.)

c. At first it was planned that LECHNER was nmerely to
acconpeny the CIARD family to the Clampino pirfield. The family
arrived at the Deutsches Haus, where LECHRER and EDETTL were waiding.
There they were loaded into & closed truck and spirited to the
Ciampino airfield where a transport plane was waiting for them. At
the airfield HOETTL asked LECHNER to come along as interpreter. The
plane landed in Munich and the family wes given an empty villa at
Ubersllimannshausen to live in,
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d. LECHNER remained with the CIANO famlily in Munich from
28 August to 12 September 1G43. During this time Dr. Ernst
KALTENBRUNNER, head of RSHA ;&m office of Relch's Security) came
several timegto visit (Count) CIANG. CIANC had begun to be
apprehensive about the fate that was in store for him when he was
not immediately flown to HITLER's headquartere. After a few days,
Edda asked GIESLER, (fnu), Gauleiter of Bavaria, for an interview
with RITLER for her end her husband; their apprehensions grew when
an audience was granted for Edda elone. HITLER sent his speciml
Plane for Edda and she came back after one day with the impression
that everything wes fine and that HITLER had definitely no cbjections
to the family's projected trip to Spain.

L. From 30 August 1943 to 24 December 143, the York Times
carried the following data concerning Count Galleazzo :

a. 30 August 1943, p. w, col. 7 - reported to have escaped
with his family to Germany.

b. 31 August 1943, p. 6, col. 6 - recaptured near the Iialian
French frontier,

c. 7 Beptember 1943, p. 4, col. 2 - surrendered to the Ttalian
Government officials after having sought sanctumry in the Argentine
Embassy in Rome. His wife and children were permitted to remain at
the Argentine Embassy.

d. 18 September 1943, p. 2, col. 7 - reportedly had been
1iverated by the Germans.

e. 31 October 1943, p. 12, col. 3 - reported to be held by
the Germans for exscution.

£. 2 November 1943, p. 10, col. 3 - reported to have been
errested by the Mussolini Resgime.

g. 20 Fovember 1943, p. 32, col. 3 - ¢rial held in Venice,
Ttaly.

h. 6 December 1943, p. 10, col. 6 - reported executed by
the Fascists after a court martial.

i« 7 December 1943, p. 3, col. 6 - Gexmans deny the §
December report.

j. 2& December 1943, p. 3, eol. b - CIANO's trial reported
to be delaysd.
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