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Weashington, D, C.
Deary Mr. Prasident:

I am sending you herewith a photoatat of Ceneral Washington’s
letterx to Colounel Eliss Dayton, a copy of whick you requested lnst
Thursday whea you were here. This letter contains the following
paragraph which pariticularly interested you:

“Fhe necessity of pracuring good Inteilizence is apparent
& need not be farther urged -~ £11 that remains for me to
add, fa, that you heep the whole matter 2s socret as
possible. For upon Secrecy, Success depends in most
Enterprizes of the kind, and for want of it, they are
gensrally defeated, howevesr well planned & promising a
favourable fesue,

I am also nttaching a transcript of the full latter. This letter
is addressed to Tolonel {later General) Elias Dayton, then at
Elizabeth Town, New Jersay. Colossl Dayton waas a line officer who
was alse a trusted intellijence officer for Genoral Washington,

This letter comes from the parsenal collection of ane of pur
employses, Waltsr Plorcheimer, and, as Inr s can be deterrained,
¢ is atill unpublished. Alr. FPfor:zheimer would be pleasad to have
you vee this letter or any quotations from it in any way you may de-
sire. It is noted on the back of the ietter thai it is in Censral
Washington's “own hand writing”. It raay actualiy, howsver, be in
the hand of an aide. It is certainiy genuinely sipned in Washisgton's
wwn hand,
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