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3 February 1961

MEMORANDUM FOR: The Director of Intelligence snd Research

Tepartment of State

SUBRJECT ¢ Comments by 25X1
25X1
| 25X1

had information that Ehrushchev was not

going o rush things with the United States. He sald:

wThis foollish Menshikov business in Washingtom, txy-
ing to reach ¥r. Kennedy and trying to mske direet contects
new for scme kind of high-powered meeting, will stop. The
Soviets reslize, we believe, that it was an undignified and
rather reckless way of trying to get down to business with

" your new administretion. They heve been sounding out some

of the uncormitted countries, and they read people like Walter
Lippmann very carefully.

mmanshikov, who is no grest genius, got his instructions.
iie followed tham to the lstier, ms he would have if he had
stood in the Supreme Soviet. He was instructed to get into
action, so he acted everywhere and sanywhere in his attenpts
%o rsach your President, Such a haety method was not good
and we think the Joviets are finally convinced of that.
They would have rushed into a fsce-to-face meeting that could
produce nothing useful st this timo.

wKhrushchev will naed talks with you in good time, how-
ever. He is in trouble. He ip in plenty of 1t internally
with his farm and other problems snd in plemty with the
Chinese. Put thst does not mesn his head is sbout to roll.
There have besen some noticesble sitirrings of the old
Stalivist guexd in various cadres in the USSR, but todey
they have no resl leadership or orgsnization on a national
scale. They can delsy and cbstruct for the time being,
nothing more. Khrushohev, we think, stlll needs some kind
of eccomodetion with the Undted States in order to settle
his own problems satisfactorily. He was in too big & huwrry
the last time. It was & shattering experience for him,
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sccording to our interpretation of the informatien we got
from people inside and on the fringe of the Soviet caep.

"We must try 10 see it in its verious stages. Khrushchev
got the invitation to the United Jtates by threatening to kiek
up & orisis over Berlin., It was sn invitstion opposed by the
ChiComs, They are very guspiclous of any dasls in which the
United States and the Soviet Union figures slone. It alszo
gsve some fuel to the old Soviet guard which grumbled sbout
the futility of getting anywhers with the Americans.

sEhrashchev pushed the invitation line hard. He saild it
wes absolutely imperative in order to carry out domestic plans
and reforms. The srmmmant burden iz bad ensugh for the United
3tates, but for EKhrushchev with his own internmal develepment
ideas, srms costs are crushing. So we believe. Khrushchev
said he had to go to the United 3tates vhere he would %y and
produce fairly quick results, In the end he went, and we have
roascn to believe that thers was consultation with the Chinese
on it.

“Camp Devid wae a disaster for him. le returned from the
United States hailing President Blesnhower as a prince of
peage. Everything would soen be regularized. Xhrushchev, the
practicsl politieian, was talking like s dresmy-syed brids.

We know 1%t shocked many of his closest assocletes. It also
put varicus Commmnish parties around the world into a state
of totdl disorder. Tha Agerican President, spostle of in-
parislism, now a comrade, practically.

. ®Than, &8 you reosll, Mr. Elsenhewer went on 8 world
tour., In Itely, we know that the Commmmist Party there got
direct instructions net only from central party hssdquerters
put from Moscow 1tsslf %o be nice %o Ike. They turned out,
on instructions, with mmch more fervor than even the Christian
Democrats., Quite 2 mmber of high parity petple in Moscow,
not to spesk of Peking, were upset by that Itallisn manifesta~
tion. To them it sosmed Ihat this Ike-ihrushohev love affair
wae going to get the parties into trouble.

#The U~2 would have been & minor, isclated insident if
Khrushchev had been abls to show thet hs had got scmsthing
from Cemp Devid, Worse than that for him, Mr. Eisenhowsr
took the responsibility. So the =2 became the big wehiclse
with which to defend himself and Ike became the wmforgivable
man of betraysl. 9till, Khruahchev argues hard for the nsces-
sity of coming to an sccommodation with the new United 3tates
administration.
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nIn ny opinion, I cannot ses how you or the Sovliets cen
slowly snd in & well-prepared wey get to something as carpli-
cated 88 & nuclenr test~ban or & form of disarmament, whieh
Khrushchev wants badly, without stme Americsn gesture toward
the Chinese., We do not believe the Chinese, tbr cne moment,
will scospt & United States-Soviet agreement on tests snd
then be ssked to join in later. This they would consider a
move you would meke with seoondary and small countrles. They
would not ascept it. I don't think the Soviets could even
spproach the Chinese directly with such a proposal. 1% would
heave to be done with curves. In 8 way, both the Soviets and
ycumetowrkmtamldndorwtmlaww
the Chinese can slsc be brought in or dregged in, as the case
mrm.ﬂ
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