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BUBJIECT: Allegations of Commmist Instigation of the South
Korean Fplitical Crisis

(1)} The Bouth Korcan Home Ministry, following the rists
st Massn on election day, 15 March, amounced that the triucie
reflected cosmnist tectics.

(2) on 13 Apell, after vialence sgaln erupted, Presifent
Boee stated publicly, "It is suspected that the comemiste
are behind the present riot. Such riots present the commyn ot-
with a welcome ogportanity.’ :

{(3) A fewv days leter the prineipal govermment newspape.
devoted front pege hewdlines to elleged “ocommunist actizitios”
in connectlon with the riots.

{4} On 20 April the Pussa provincial police chief crieved
& search for all persons having communist comepections.

(5) President Thee op 19 April stated to Asbassedor
MeConaughy that Vice Preaident Chang Myon end other a;pw:"t Lon
political leaders were in lemgue with unldentified "subversive
ringleaders who had planned the entire movement.” Pour duys
later Rhee ghifted e alleged renpcmiuil.rty %o & "Charg Myor-
divected Catholie Church conspirscy.”

(6) Ambassador Yang here In Washington in private meetings
with Stete Department »fficlnls and in public statements hinl
claimed that the riots were comnmist instigated. BHowever. 1
aomouncing hls resigaotion in Washington, Yang is reported io
have said he had Seen instructed by his govermment "to sy it
there wags communist involvemsnt...but I heve been informed..
that there was no compmnist involvement...therefore, I wemt

pablicly te apologlze...."
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(7) Army Chixf of Staff, Lt. Genersd Saog, in 2 prest
uriefing on 23 Amil, stated thet no e idemce had Deen fxeod
that the comanisis iafluenced the demonstrations.

(8) Commnist propagmyia media--particularly in Hort:
Korea~-are exploiiing ithe South Korenn sitmation but there
is no evidence in this propagania that communist politiesl
or military ection is threstened or sgpeass lmsinent. The
presence of United States Cforces in the comatry is exiticiz=d
as the underlying ceuge of the mesmm!{mu.
The comupiste are demanding a reappraicssl of the U. 5. pslicy
in Taiwen, South Vietusm, and Jspan, uham they ocdain, aepuias
indignation sgelimt "fovelgn opprescorn” ai "national trelior:
is growing dsdly.

{9) As fur as ve know, no tredinle evidsmce has boen
received here in Vamchington to sucstantiste sny clalms of
comsmnigt instigation or effective partigipation in the
Korean riots. However, if the unrest contiaues we musth
expect to sec the compunlets profiting by the ogpportamity
this givezr then.

Allen W. Dallen
Director
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON 25. D, C.

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

MEMORANDUM FOR THZ VICE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Allegations of Communist Instigation of
the South Korean Political Crisis :

Insofar as we know, no reliable evidence has been
received here 4a Washington to substantiate any claims
of Communist instigatlon or direct participation in the
South Korean politigal crisis, However, beginning ;ust
after the riots in Mésan on election day, 15 March, and
continuing until shorily before Rhee's resignation last
week, the South Korean governfient indicated that the series
of disorders in the couﬁtryfwere Communist inspired. This
stand was almost certaiqu intended to divert attention
from the spontaneous ﬁbpulér nature of the demonstrations.

President Rhg;fénd his‘Home Ministry publicly charged
the dlsturbanceqﬁieflected Comﬁhg}st tactics and front pase

head-lines inAfhe principal government newspaper supportec

;}

this positi
On ZpJApril the Pusan provincial police chief orderec
his subﬁ}dinate units to search for all persons having

Communist connections.
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President Rhee in a statement to Ambassadﬁf
McConaughy on 19 April implicated Vice President Chang
Myon and other opposition political leaders as bheing in
league with unidentified "subversive ringleaders™ who
had planned the entire movement. Four days later Rhee
shifted his accusatlons from Communist subversion to a
“"Chang Myon-directed Catholic Church conspiracy" as being
responsible for the ynrest.

In Washington, Ambassador Yang in public statements
and in private meetings with Secretary Herter and other
State Department officials clﬁimed that the riots were
Communist instigated. Nhen;ﬁe announced his resigmation,
however, he is reported tqQ’ have stated that he had acted
on government instructioﬁé “"to say that there was Commu-
nist involvement." Hejéaid,a“....but I have been informed.
.. that there was no Communist involvement...therefore, I

E
Communlst prgpaganda medla——p@rtlcularly in Nerth

want publlcly to apélogize... )

Korea=--are explqiting the South Koréqp situation but there
is no evidence!in this propaganda tha;‘Qommunist political
or military 3ction is threatened or appears imminent.

The presencb of United States forces in the country is

criticizeﬁ‘as the underlying cause of the instability ol
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South Korea. The Communists are demargding a reappraisal
.

of US policy in Taiwan, South Viet » and Japan, where

popular indignation against "foreig pressors' and

VAN

4
§

4

"national traitors" is said to bi/érowi daily.

ALLEN W, DULLES
Director
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