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Dr. George B. Kistiskowsky®
Special Assistant te the President
. fer Bcience asd Techaology
The White House
Yasbhington, D. C.
Dear George:

I was pleased to receive a copy of the thoughtful
and perceptive letter Admiral Berkaner sent yow on 13
July. MNembers of wy staff have discussed his obsecriyu-
tions at zome length, and I want to convey to you our
general analysis of thes at this time.

¥e fully sbare Admiral Berkper's coacern over the
present intentions of the Soviet ieaders and in our cwn
thiaking oa the swbject always take into account the
possibility that they may be making rsdical military
preparations. A gevernment as obsessed with secrecy ae
that of the USSE saturally geserates susipicion that §:
bas somsthisg te hide. in our oxperiesce, however, taers
has Mr been any siguificant let~dowa in 3oviet smesurit .-
Precautions, aud any iucresase in the degree of ttrewms thba
Soviets place on security publicly seems to uw designed
to serve some other purpose thas providing sdéiticsa:

eoncealment,
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_ As Aduirsl Berkner notes by ianference, the Seviet
Union bas, since the Lreakdown of the Suamit Conference,
erbarked on & new effort to denigrate the United

States. ¥e view this as an attempt to uiarsine
America’'s position ms ieader of the West rather thaa

a8 & campaign to prepare the "matiomal attitude” of the
Soviet psople for hostilities. We see a considerable
slement of caution in the propaganda fed to the Bloc
iaternally, particularly as compared with the Keoreas

war peried. Rurthermore, in conjunction with the grow
ing aggressiveness of Soviet tactics simce Nay, thresh.
chev bas Deen careful to reiterate with increased eaphes'.s
the inconceivability of sajer warfare. We acannet, eof
course, state categorically that all this is not part of
a grand deception scheme to proveat the Wont frem reaci:-
ing the very conclusiom whiech Admiral Berkaer suggestis.
The possibility of decepticon iz alwmys & major iatellii-
gence worry. But the "mtionsl sttitade” argument doen
net at this time seew te support the idea of astive prwp-

aration.

SZ0lici
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A recent yaview ¢f the sstimate of Soviet ICBE
‘mintiw doas not attribute to the USSR at this
time & force which would justify in the Soviet mind
the taking of any serious risks of nuclear war. Ia
_fwt, we believe that the Soviet deplement of ICBN’s
is iz & very early stags.

SIGNED
Allea ¥. Dulles
Director
Originator:
25X1 0C1/GenDiv/ ler1(1® Aug $0)
Distribution:
Orig. & 1 - Addressec
1 - DC1
1 - pDCI
1 - EX.REG.
1 - AD/CI
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MEMORANDUM FOR: STAT

Jack: v

hen Mr. Dulles last read the proposed
letter to Dr. Kistiakowsky, he asked that the
whole file be reassembled. Here it is.

He also said that he wasn't sure he agreed
with the draft reply as it stood and wanted to see
/it again.

STAT

1 Sept
(DATE)

FORM NO. lOl REPLACES FORM 10-101
1 AUG 54 WH1CH MAY g8F USED.
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