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The committee met in executive session pursuant to call, Honorsble Francis .
Walter, chairman, presiding.

Committee members present: Representatives Francis E. Welter of Pemnsylvania
and Gordon H. Scherer of Chio.

Steff menbers present: Richard Arens, staff director, and Donald T. .ippell,
investigstor.

The CHAIRMAN. Msy we come to order.

Will you raise your right hend, please? Do you swear the testimony you are
about to give in the matter now pending will be the truth, the vhole trutn, and
nothing but the truth, so help you God?

Mr. TISLER. I do.

TESTIMONY OF FRANTISEK TISLER, FORMER MILITARY AND AIR ATTACHE, ¢ CZEJHOSLUVAK
EMBASSY, WASHINGTON, D. C.

The CHATRMAN. Let the record show that this particuler hearing is being neld
at & time and place which cannot be revealed on the record.
Proceed, Mr. Arens.

Mr. ARENS. Kindly identify yourself by neme, date end place of birth, enc
previous occupational specialty.

Mr. TISLER. I am Frantisek Tisler and I was born on the 13th of Decenber 152k
in Temelin, Czechoslovekia. Temelin is located in the district of Tyn nad Vltevou
in southern Bohemia, and at the time of my youth this was a rural agricultural area.
Prior to the 25th of July 1959 my last position was that of Military and Air Attache
at the Czechoslovak Embassy in Washington, D. C. As a result of my overt duties as
military and air attache, I held the rank of lieutenant colonel in the Czechoslovak
Army. In addition to my duties as militery and air attache, I was the chief of the
Czechoslovek Military Intelligence Directorate Residenture, which bad its headcuerters
at the Czechoslovak Embessy in Washington, D. C., from which I defected in July 1959.

Mr. ARENS. Off the record.
(Discussion off the record.)

Mr. ARENS. In other words, Colonel Tisler, you were both a professional arny
officer and an intelligence officer prior to the time of your defection?

Mr. TISLER. Yes, that is correct.

Mr. ARENS. Would you please furnish us with a synopsis of your educatioral
backgrouvnd?

Mr. TISLER. T sttended an elementary school for 5 years in Temelin and ther
entered the Jursikovo Gymnasium in Ceske Budejovice. After 1938 I contirued my
gymnasium education at the Jiraskovo Gymnasium in Prague. I obtained e matura t'rom
this gymnasium in 1943. After I cbtained my matura I attempted to enter a number of
commercisl art schools but was unsble to do so, as a result of a law which the
Germsn occupation forces in Czechoslovakia had issued end which stated that no
individusl who was born in 192u could continue schooling beyond the Matura level.

Thig directive by the Germans decreed that all such individuels must work
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I entered the commercisl college (Vysoka Skola Obchodni) in Prague in July 1945, bat
in view of finencial difficulties as well as the extremely crowded conditions which
prevailed at this school et that time, I was forced to discontinue attendance. iu
October 1945, I was admitted to the philosophic faculty of Charles University in
Prague. I studied at Charles University until 1947, but finally withdrew from the
university prior to the beginning of the 81l semester of 1947, due to financiel
and family considerations.

When I did not return to Charles University for the fall semester, I was sutse-
quently drafted into the Czechoslovak Army on October 1, 1947. In November 1947 1 wes
pssigned to a reserve officers' school at Klatovy, and I steyed at this school uritil
Mey 1948. In October 1948 I entered the regular infentry officers' school at Hranice,
and I subsequently graduated from this school in August 1949, with the rank of ené
Lieutenant. At the time that I attended this school, it was known as the Militery
Academy (Vojenska Akademie). In October 1951 I started to gttend the Military Steff
gchool (Vojenska Akademie Klemente Gottvalda) located in Prague. I graduated from
this Military Staff School in July 1954, and this represented the completicn of ry
formal training as an ermy officer. I subsequently received additional treining tut
this was speclalized training for my activities as a military intelligence officer.

Mr. ARENS. If you don't mind, Colonel Tisler, we would prefer to return to your
training as a militery intelligence officer at a later portion of this session.

Mr. TISLER. I understend.

Mr. ARENS. Tt would be appreciated if you would outline briefly your fami 'y
background.

Mr. TISLER. My father is still residing in Czechoslovakia, and he is retired
due to a bone disease and serious heart condition. My fether was a tailor by profession.
My mother is also living in Cczechoslovakia at the present time, and she is a maternity
nurse by profession, although to the best of my knowledge she is no longer working.
because she has to spend most of her time teking care of my father. I have a brother
who is also residing in Czechoslovekia at the present time, but he too sufrers :rom
a physical disebility which he obtained as a result of working in the northern
Bohemian cosl mines. He is also retired. I have & sister who 1s also in Czechos.ovakia
and, as far as I know, she is employed in the Ministry of Internal Trade.

Mr. ARENS. Would you mind telling us, Colonel, if you are married end if yom
have any children?

Mr. TISLER. Yes, I am merried and my wife, Adela Tisler, nee Machace!:, born
March 27, 1926, at Jihlava, is a well-known smateur athlete. In the years 1947, 148,
1954, end 1955 she was the women's chempion of Czechoslovekla in the shotpat. Lo 1956
my wife was awarded the title Master of Sport by the Czechoslovek Government. e nave
been fortunate enough to have children, end these children are with us in che Uniced
States.

Mr. ARENS. Please give us a brief synopsis of your wartime activities at th:
time that Czechoslovakia was under German cccupation.

Mr. TISLER. As of September 1943 I wes assigned by the laebor office to work at
the Czech Moravian Machine Company in Prague, Holesovice. After this I was assigoed
to forced lsbor tasks in Vienna, Austria, and I errived in Austris around “ebruary
194k, In the period November to December 194k, I wes assigned to digging trenches
at Kittsee near Bratislava. In late December 194k, I was essigned to a work prcjzct
at Zdice in Bohemia. I worked in Zdice until February 14, 1945, and when T heard
thet the Americans vere bombing Prague, I left Zdice without permission and returoed
to Prague. I stayed in Prague until March 1945, and then was assigned to work in a
lumber cemp in the forest area of Doubravka near the city of Cerhenice, Bohemiz.

In April 1945 I left this work again without permission and returned to Pregue.
In the early days of May 1945 there was a great deal of sporadic resistance to the
Germens, and I joined a group of such resistance fighters. Our resistance activity
was short-lived and did not last more than five or six days, because the Germens
caplitulated at this time and the war was over.

That represents a brief summary of my life during the major portion ci the
Cerman occupation of Czechoslovakia.

Mr. ARENS. Would you briefly tell us now gbout your milltary career up tc the
time that you received training as an intelllgence officer?

Mr. TISLER. As I previously mentioned, I entered the army as & draftee or
October 1, 19\gprovid FariReleasn2082/104384 Ci-RDPEOBOYET6RDN0YDIO308BawRI ch tire
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T was selected to attend the reserve officers' school at Klatovy. I attenced thuis
school until mid-Mey 1948, and while I was at this sckhool, I was promoted to the
rank of corporal in December 1947. I was subsequently promoted to sergesnt in
February 1948. I received field training at Boletice from Mey to June 19L&, anc
then my next significant assignment was the army airborne tralning center at Stra:
pod Relskem near Ceskae Lipa. I attended another school there, and then eniered the
regular infantry officers’ school at Hranice on October 5, 1948. I graduated fron
Hranice on August 17, 1949, with the rank of 24 Lieutenant. I was then assigned o
the regular infantry officers’ school at Hrenice as an instructor. It wes gbout
this time that the school moved trom Hranice to Lipnik nad Becvou. While . was an
the infentry school, I taught infantry tectics and supervised a platoon of studentu:.

Tn March 1950 I was trensferred to an airborne battalion and assumed —he
responsibilities of a company commender-. In July 1950 I became a staff asisistant
to the mobilization officer of this airborne battalion. In October 1950 I was
transferred to the airborne command in Prague, and I was stationed in the ifinistry
of National Defense building in Prague.

Tn October 1951 I was assigned to the Military Staff School in Pregue. L
attended the Faculty of General Tactics at this school, and while I was at the
school I was promoted to lgt Lieutenant in November 1951, and in late 1953 I wvas
promoted to captain. After
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my graduation from the Military Staff School in July 1954, I requested an assignmert
in Prague in operations or intelligence.

That summarizes my military career prior to the time that I became invnived in
intelligence activities.

MR. ARENS, Were you ever a member of the Czechoslovak Communist Party?

MR. TISLER. Yes, I was a member of the Czechoslovak Communist Party from
April 2, 1946, until my defeetion in July 1959.

. sMR?OARENS. Are you still an ideological believer in communism?

MR. TISLER. No. I heve not been an ideological believer in communism 1or a
long period of time, although in the early days of my association with the Communist
Party of Czechoslovakia I was an ideological believer.

MR. ARENS. Colonel Tisler, would you ocutline for us briefly vhy you jo:ned
the Communist Party of Czechoslovekia and how it came to pass that you becanme
disillusioned with the party?

MR. TISLER. In October 1945 I joined the Czechoslovak National Socialist Part)s,
and I was a member of that party until March 1946. My association with this parti:zu-
lar political group convinced me that the policies and ideals of this party ere
without purpose. I was also convinced that this was a stagnant party which had ne
future, since this party was formed during the period of the Austro-Hungarian empire:.
and its original goal was the establishment of an independent Czechoslovak state.
When this party was founded it was an aggressive and progressive party.

After Cgzechoslovakie became an independent state, the National Socialist Party
lost its aggressiveness. As far as the people of my age in 1945 and 1946 vere
concerned, the National Socialist Party was too congervative and old-fashiom2d, and it
did not have any real popular appeal. As a result of these factors, I resigned from
the National Socialist Party. At about thils same time I became interested ia com-
munism, because it appeared to me that the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia was ths
only Czechoslovak party which offered a bold and aggressive plan for the reccnstruc-
tion of Czechoslovakia after World War II. At that time I was in many ways politically
naive, and I did not appreciate the fact that the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia
was, in reality, subservient to the Communist Party of the Soviet Union and, as such,
was really a vehicle through which the influences of Soviet imperialism were being
spread throughout Eastern Europe.

T joined the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia on April 2, 1946, and in view
of my membership in the party prior to the coup of February 1948, I was considerec.
in subsequent years to be an old ardent Communist. My initial disillusionment with
communism in practice began to teke place while I was attending the Military Statt
School in Prague. It was at this school that I witnessed many incidents which proved
to me that communism in practice was greatly different from theoretical communisr.

I was exposed to numerous incidents where members of the Communist Party whc
were high ranking officers in the army took advantage of their position in crder tc
obtain personal advantages and job security. It was at this time that I began tc sce
what Djilas subsequently pointed out in his book as the development of the rew clacss,
The disillusionment which set in as a result of the excesses which were peryetratec
by the so-called new class within the Commmnist Party began to shatter my feith in
Marxism-Leninism.
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The doubts which I had became .stronger as & result,ofithe 1952 Slansky trisls,.which
resulted in a blood purge within the Czechoslovak party. The subsequent rehabil:.-
tation of individuels like Rajk in Hungery and Gomulke in Poland and the leck of

an admission by the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia that the Slansky trisls were

& fraud furthered my disillusionment. These items, plus the denigration of Stalir
and the power struggle which resulted in the Soviet Union after Stalin's death,

also contributed to my disillusionment.

The final factor, however, which led to my decision to break with communism
was the fact that after I came to the United States in August 1955, I begar. to see
for myself that communism as practiced in Czechoslovakia had misrepresentec the
true facts about the free world. The longer I stayed in the United States the tet.-
ter I was able to convince myself that if an individuel was interested in Ireedon,
humen dignity, and life without terror, this could only be obtained in the free
world. As a result I decided to remein in the United States and, as you know, 1
broke my ties with Czechoslovakie on July 25, 1959.

MR. ARENS. What was the essence of the training which you received as a
military intelligence officer prior to the time that you arrived in the United
States?

MR. TISLER. T was assigned to the Military Intelligence Directorate of the
Czechoslovak General Staff, Ministry of National Defense, in November 1954. 1In
December 1954 I started an intelligence training course in the vicinity of
Mnichovice near Prague. This course lasted until March 1955.

MR. ARENS. What ere the responsibilities of the Military Intelligence
Directorate?

MR. TISLER. The Czechoslovak Military Intelligence Directorate is a positive
intelligence service which is responsible for the overt and covert collect:on or
information of a military nature concerning the armed forces, industrial and
economic resources, and the political systems of potential enemies of' Czechoslovakia.

MR. ARENS. What type of training did you receive at the intelligence school
which you attended?

MR. TISLER. The training emphasized items such as security, the use of cover.
techniques for recruiting agents in the countries of the free world, the use of
secret writing, codes, and sll of the other techniques which are comnected with
covert military intelligence operations and which we previously discussed -n off-
the-record sessions.

MR, ARENS. What did you dc after you completed the intelligence training course?

MR. TISLER. After I graduated from the intelligence training course 'n Mar:ch
1955, I returned to the headquarters of the Military Intelligence Directorate and
was assigned to that headquarters component, which was responsible to intelligence
operations against the United States and Great Britain. While I was connected vish
this unit, I also received final instructions regarding my assignment in Washington,
D. C., as the military and air attache. In the course of these preparations I was
constantly reminded that my position as military and air attache was simply a cover
which was designed to legalize my presence in the United States, but my real fune-
tion was that of chief of the Military Intelligence Directorate Residenturn which
operated from Washington, D. C., and New York against targets in the United States.
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MR, ARENS, Please elaborate on this item of "cover" and how your cover enan.ed
you to fulfill your intelligence responsibilities.

MR, TISLER. My cover as a military and air attache who was accredited to the
United States furnished a legal reason for my being in the United States and being
assigned to the Czechoslovak Embassy in Washington, D.C. This legal reason enabled
me to meet and develop contacts with other foreign diplomats who were accredited to
the United States. It also provided me with a valid reason for being interested in
military developments in the United States. In this cover position I was to intarest
myself in United States military matters, but at the same time these cover duties
were not to detract from my vecal mission. This mission called for me to attemptz to
personally recruit American citizens to act as agents and, in their agent capacirties,
to furnish me with intcliigence on classified materials related to United States
military developments. The officers of my staff were also engaged in similar opera-
tions, although not all of them used the cover of the military attache's office. As
the military and air attache I hed office facilities in the Czechoslovak Embassv in
Washington, D.C., and these office facilities were used to house my records and
equipment, which I used for clandestine intalligence purposes. This means that the
Czechoslovak Embassy was used to house an intelligence residentura, which was engaged
in activities which were inimical fo the best interests of the United States Govern-
ment, The precise nature and detaiis of these activities, as you know, we have
discussed extensively in off-the-record sessions.

MR, ARENS, Now, was the Czechoslovak ambassador to the United States aware of
your responsibilities as an intelligence officer?
MR, TISLER., Yes, The ambassador was aware of the fact that I was the chief

of the Military Inteclligence Directorate Residentura in the United States and, that
I and members of my staff, were engaged in covert clandestine activity against the
United States,.

MR, ARENS. Did the ambassazdor try to interfere or restrain you from conducting
these activities?

MR, TISLEK. I was accredited to the United States during the period August
30, 1955 tc July 25, 1959, and in this period of time the Czech ambassadors to the
United States were Petrzelka and Ruzek, the present ambassador. Although both of
these ambassadors were aware of my intelligence functions, they did not ir any wzy
interfere with my activities nor did they attempt to restrain me from engaging in such
activities.

MR.ARENS. Off the record,

(discussion off the rzcord.)

MR, ARENS, Colonel Tisler, were the activities which you and the members of
your residentura conducting the only intelligence activities which were operated
from the Czechoslovak Embassy in Vashington, D.C,?

MR, TISLER. No.

MR. ARENS. Would you elnborate ocu this point?

MR, TISLER. I can only say that the Czechcslovak Ministry of Interior also had
a residentura in the embassy in Washington, D.C., and a sub-office in New York.

The ¢hief of this vesidentura wes also known to the Czechoslovak ambassadcr, and
this residentura was responsible for the covert and overt ccllection of political,
scientific, and economic intelligence on potential enemies of Czechoslovakia., 4s
Czechoslovakia regards the United States as ona of its potential enemies, the
Ministry of Interior Residentura was also engaged in covert clandestine activities -
against the best interests of the United States. As far as I know, the Czechoslcvak
ambassador to the United States did not attempt to restrain or hinder the activities
of this residentura.

MR, ARENS. Would you indicate to us the number of officers who were on your
staff and who were active in military intelligence activities against the United
States? In so doing, it would be appreciated if you could also make some comment
as to the types of cover that were used by the members of your staff. It is under-
stood, of course, that certain inciderts and names are not to be revealed in the
session here, as the information from this session will eventually be made public.

MR, TISLER. The Military Intelligence Residentura in the United States during
the period August 1955 to July 1959 generally consisted of five officers. Four
officers were assigned to the Czechoslovak Embassy in Washington, D.C., and one
officer was assigned to the permanent Czechoslovak delegation to the United Naticns.
I was responsible for supecrvising the activities of all of these officers. of
this total number, two cfficers us=d the cover of the military attache's office,
whereas one officer used the cover of the commercial attache's section of the
Czechoslovak Embassy, and two officers used the cover of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs,
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MR, ARENS. Are we to deduce from your remarks regarding the cover which
was employed by the members of your residentura that similar cover mechanisms were
used by officers of the residentura of the Ministry of Interior?

MR, TISLER. Yes, that would be an accurate deduction, although Ministry of
Interior personnel tend to use the cover of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to =
greater extent than does the Military Intelligence Directorate.

MR, ARENS. Could you tell us the number of Ministry of Interior inteiligence
officers who were operating in the United States during the period August 1955 to
July 19597

MR, TISLER. As you know, we have discussed this in off-the-record sessions. IR E
As a result, I believe that it would be sufficient to say at this session that during]
the period from August 1955 to July 1959 approximately 45 percent of the personnel
at the Czechoslovak Embassy in Washington, D.C., and of the Czechoslovak delegaticn
g to the United Nations in New York was engaged in some type of intelligence activity

while in this country.
MR, ARENS., Would it be accurate to say that we can deduce from this figure that
\ one of the main reasons for the maintenance of a Czechoslovak Embassy in Washington,
&j D.C., is to conduct espionage against the United States?

MR, TISLER. Yes, that would be an accurate deduction, as it is based cn fact,

MR. ARENS, Colonel Tisler, are you aware of any American citizens or nationals
who were in contact with members of either the Czechoslovak Embassy in Washington, D.C.,
or members of the Czechoslovak delegation to the United Nations in New York who were,
or appeared to be, working for Czechoslovakia against the best interests of the
United States?

MR, TISLER. I know that members of the Czechoslovak Embassy in Washington.

D. C., were in frequent contact with Antonin Krchmarek and Charles Musil.

MR, ARENS, Would you outline to us the nature of Krchmarek's relationship
with members of the staff of the Czechoslovak Embassy in Washington, D. C.?

MR, TISLER. I know that Antonin Krchmarek is an American of Czech origin
who apparently resides in Cleveland, Ohio., This Krchmarek was involved in a Smith
Act trial of leading members of the Communist Party of the United States. As far
as I know, Krchmarek was arrested at some point in 1953, and during the course of
his trial regarding violations of the Smith Act, the Czechoslovak Government was
very concerned about Krchmarek's case. 1In order to assist Krchmarek in this trial.
funds were transferred from members of the embassy staff to intermediaries. who
subsequently saw to it that these funds were used to aid Krchmarek in his defense
during the trial for alleged violations of the Smith Act,

In 1956 the Czechoslovak Government was interested in inviting several United
States public officials of Czechoslovak descent to visit Czechoslovakia. As a
result, the Czechoslovak Embassy in Washington, D. C., was requested to submit a
list of names of such officials, as well as personality data on these individuals.

As far as I can recall, somewhere around May 1956, Ambassador Petrzelka advised

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs that, in view of the fact that 1956 was an election

year, it would be difficulc to arrange visits of public officials to Czechoslovakia.

Ambassador Petrzelka suggested that perhaps rather than invite public officials,

Czechoslovakia should concentrate on arranging. the travel of scientific, economic,

or cultural experts to Czechosiovakia. It was at approximately this time that

members of the embassy staff in Washington, D. C., contacted Antonin Krchmarek in

order to determine whether he knew certain public figures who might be invired tc

vigit Czechoslovakia, As far as I can recall, Krchmarek advised the embassy that
certain individuals whom he designated should be invited to visit Czechoslovakia.

but invitations should not be given to certain other named persons.

MR, ARENS, Are you aware of any other reports which Krchmarek may have sub-
mitted to the Czechoslovak Embassy in Washington, D, C.?

MR, TISLER, I recall that in December 1958 Ambassador Petrzelka sent 1 report
to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Prague about the 4 November 1958 elections in
the United States. This report contained an analysis of the election, and attached
to this report were notes from Krchmarek regarding these elections. As a result I
assume that Krchmarek must have presented some analytical comments on these electinas
to members of the embassy staff.

MR, ARENS, Do you know anything about Krchmarek's travels to Czechoslovakia ia
19507

MR, TISLER. I have heard that Krchmarek was in Prague for a year or so im the
period around 1950, While in Prague, Krchmarek was associated with the Czechoslovak
Foreign Institute. On the other hand, I must remind you that I did not personally
see Krchmarek in Czechoslovakia.

MR, ARENS. Would you tell us what you know about the Czechoslovak Foreign
Institute? )

MR, TISLER. The Czechoslovak Foreign Institute is located in Prague, and it is
responsible for taking care of Czechs and Slovaks who are abroad. This institute pub-
lishes the magazine Czechoslovak World (Ceskoslovensky Svet). As a result, it is clear
that the real purpose of this institute is the overt spreading of Czechoslovak propa=-
ganda and the exercise of covert Czechoslovak Communist Party control over the Czech
and Slovak minorities abroad.
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Mr. ARENS, Was Krchmarek's association with the Czechoslovak Foreign Institute
one of the reasons why the Czechoslovak Government was so interested in keeping
abreast of all developments regarding Krchmarek's indictment for violation of the
Smith Act?

Mr. TISLER. I am certain that the Czechoslovak Government did not want any
information to appear in the American press regarding Krchmarek's association
with the Czechoslovak Foreign Institute, as this could have been interpreted by
American authorities as an indicatiom that Krchmarek was either a political
action agent of Czechoslovakia or that Czechoslovakia was using Krchmarek as a
means of interfering in the internal affairs of the United States.

Mr. ARENS. Do you know if Krchmarek was an agent of the Czechoslovak
Government?

Mr. TISLER. Krchmarek met various members of the embassy staff on various
occasions and furnished them with information on a wide variety of topics. As
an example, Krchmarek met ambassador Petrzelka in New York during August 1958,
and at this meeting Krchmarek told Petrzelka that Krchmarek had recently been
made a member of the Executive Committee of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of the United States of America. At this meeting Krchmarek
informed Petrzelka as to the trends and developments which were taking place
within the Communist Party of the United States of America. This information
was subsequently relayed by Petrzelka to the International Section of the
Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia.

Mr. ARENS. Are you aware of any incidents or occasions in which Krchmarek
received funds from the Czechoslovak Government?

Mr. TISLER. I mentioned earlier that the Czechoslovak Government made
contributions to Krchmarek's defense fund at the time that Krchmarek was on
trial for violations of the Smith Act. I am also aware of the fact that
Krchmarek had requested that Ambassador Petrzelka obtain financial suppcrt
from the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia for the activities of the Communist
Party of the United States. At the same time, I know that Ambassador Petrzelke
has paid Krchmarek funds to cover travel expenses involved in Krchmarek
meeting Ambassador Petrzeika in New York. In January 1956 Petrzelka advised
Prague that Krchmarek was without funds and it was Ambassador Petrzelka's
recommendation that he be authorized to pay Krchmarek $3,000 for living
expenses and propaganda activities.

Mr. ARENS. Who in Czechoslecvakia directed Krchmarek's activities in the
United States?

Mr. TISLER. The correspondence relating to Krchmarek was either sent to
the Czechoslovak Foreign Instituie, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, or the
International Section of the Central Committee of the Communist Party ot
Czechoslovakia. It is my opinicn that the direction of Krchmarek's activities
in the United States was furnished by the International Section of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia. This opinion is based to
a large extent upon the fact that information was sent to Krchmarek from the
International Section cf the Central Committee of the Communist Party ot
Czechoslovakia, and this material was relayed to Krchmarek via the good offices
of the embassy staff.

Mr. ARENS. What can you tell us about the relationship between the
Czechoslovak Embassy in Washington, D. C., and Charles Musil?

Mr. TISLER. I know that Chrarles Musil was, or even still may be, the
editor of a Czech-language newspaper which is published in Chicago, Illinois,
under the title, Nova Doba, In December 1955 the Czechoslovak Ministry of
Foreign Affairs requested that the Czech Embassy in Washingtom, D. C., offer
advice as to whether the Czechoslovak Foreign Institute should establish direc:
contact with Musil in order that this institute could send Musil propaginda
material which they wanted to appear in Nova Doba. I don't know what the
results of this correspondencec were, but I am aware of the fact that the Nova
Doba newspaper is Communist-dominated and generally follows the line of the
international Communist movemert. I also recall that in November 1956 ~he
Czechoslovak Embassy in Washington, D. C., advised the Ministry of Foretgn
Affairs in Prague that Musil had been accused by United States authorities as
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being a member of the Communist Party of the United States.

Mr. ARENS. Are you aware of any other activities which Musil conduc:ed
on behalf of the Czechoslovak Embassy or the Czechoslovak Government?

Mr. TISLER. In January 1956 Musil had several meetings with Ambassador
Petrzelka and, during the course of these meetings, furnished the ambassador
with information related to Krchmarek's status and difficulties. 1In this period
Ambassador Petrzelka used Musil as an intermediary between himself and Krchmarek.
The use of Musil as an intermediary seems to have its origins in the fact that,
when Ambassador Petrzelka talked to Soviet Ambassador Zarubin in January and
February 1954 regarding Ambassador Petrzelka's contacts with Krchmarek and the
Communist Party of the United States, Soviet Ambassador zarubin recommended
that in view of the likely harmful repercussions which could develop if the
Krchmarek trial revealed that Krchmarek was in direct contact with members of
the Czechoslovak Embassy, it was recommended that this contact be handled via
intermediaries. 1In this connection Zarubin told Ambassador Petrzelka that the
Soviets mever maintained direct contact with members of the Communist Party
of the United States, because the Soviets wanted to avoid any embarrassment.

Mr. ARENS. Colonel, this session has been extremely helpful, as have our
other, off-the-record sessions. I assume that there is no objection om your
part to our ultimately making today's session a matter of public record.

Mr. TISLER. 1In view of the fact that we have been careful to see tkat the
material which we discussed today will not result in any harm coming to
innocent people who are still behind the Iron Curtain, I do not have any objections
to today's session being made a matter of public record.

The CHAIRMAN. GColonel Tisler, I want to take this opportunity to thank you
for your excellent cooperation. At the same time, I want to assure you, on
behalf of the United States Government, that we will render all possible
assistance in helping you to build a new life for yourself in the United States
which will give you the freedom that you want,

-00000~
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