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OPENING STATEMENT
CONGRESSMAN FRANCIS E. WALTER (D.PA.), CHATRMAN
E COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITTES
- 2:30 P.M., WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1k, 1960

Pursuant to lew end the rules of this Committee, I have appointed & subcomn:ttee
for the purpose of conducting this hesring composed of Representatives Williem M. "uek
of Virginis, August E. Johensen of Michigen, and myself, Frencis E. Walter of
Pemnsylvenis, as Chairman.

This hearing todsy is conducted in response to the duties imposed upon us hv
the Congress of the United States, to meke g continuing study of Communist sctivities.
This is & necessary end vital area of inquiry, for the onsleught of the enemies of
freedom grows more voesl end impressive in all parts of the world with each passing
day. We must be informed, if we are to cope effectively with the aggressive
falsehoods of Communist propegenda. Only the truth shall mske and keep us free.

It is not always easy to penetrate Communigt double~telk. Mr. Khrushchev
will quote the Seriptures of democracy with the hypoerisy of the Devil. He hes
sowed the fietion of elsss struggle, so thet he may reep the personal privilege of
class power. He will continue to paint a falsely glowing plcture of his Commmist
paradise, but he will not let in the light of the western free world to reveel its
shebbiness, its shame, and the miserable view of tortured souls who are made to
kneel in worship to the Baal of Materislism.

The proelaimed lust of the Communist dictatorship for power and world
domingtion, pleinly set forth in their theoretical writings, and confirmed by
their conduct, brings us to the threshhold of the Dark Ages. Their admitted vnoliev
of ‘imposit.ion, vhether by force or deceit, of the atheistic and inhumen views of
the few on the meny, 18 a shocking fact of this supposedly ecivilized dey. It is
ineonceiveble thet all this is teking plece in the Twentieth Century.

The reasonsble defensive efforts of the free world are brezenly vilified
and misrepresented, s great and caleulated nolse ig reised by the Cormunist
"cheer-leaders," in their effort to quiet our voices and to cemouflage their rlannec.
aggressions. The Communist use of the Big Lie is reminiscent of its adoption hy

arother dictator, the late and unlemented Hitler.
In this hearing today we seek to inform ourselves in metters basic to the

fulfiliment of our duties » and vhich ig essentisl to effective legislation in <his
field end for the defense of the Country. 1 might also add, in this area of
informing 1tself, the Congress is also exercising its right of free speech, which

belongs to all people here under our Constitution, and is a necessit A (?%e& 41.% the
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The Committee takes pleasure in having here todasy former Soviet Navy Captein
third renk, Nikolael Fedorovich Artamonov. Captain Artamonov is 32 years old snd a
ngtive of Leningrad. He served in the Soviet Nevy from 1941 until June, 1959, and
established a distinguished record.

Captein Artamonov was given command of & Soviet Red Banner Baltic fleet
destroyer in September, 1955, which commend he reteined until he made his way to
the West.

Ceptein Art-monov has on = number of occasions been singled out for special
attention end commendation in the Soviet press. Articles concerning him have
sppeared in the Soviet Ministry of Defense newcpeper Red Star eand the newspeper
Soviet Navy, in which he has been cited for such things as outstanding performance
and leadershlp, for having echieved g very hlgh degree of competence in anti-submai-ine
training, proficiency for propegandizing Party decisions smong his officers snd mer .
end his destroyer having been chosen as one of two Soviet destroyers to pasy an
official vielt to Copenhagen. We did not learn this from Captain Artemonov. but tre
Comnithee has coples of these newespapers with the articles ebout him. Under the
Soviet system these artleles can be considered a8 g great tribute to him.

Captain Artamonov was &% Gdynia, Poland, training Indonesisms in “he
operetlons of his destroyer from Septenber, 1958, until June » 1959, at whilck time
bhe escaped to the West.

Listening to thls yovng men's statements sbout the Soviet military ami
political intentlong, strategy, capabilities, Soviet esplcnege, end the prescnt
lot of the Soviet citizen, we were reminded egain of the eggressive and deceitful
threat to world pzace the Sovles Union represents. We believe that Captain Artamoacy
must speak for himself in briuring these points home to the Congress of the United
States and the Americsn peopie » and to those in the Free World and behind the Tron
Curtain vho are willirgz and able to listen.

Dnfora procezeding I would like to &rnotnce the witness hes been previously
exemined in executive session. Because of securlty requirements mach of the
testimony cannot be dealt with et this heering, but there are certein sreas cf
information that we deem of public interest end concern, and of importsnce tc our

study.
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