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Muu‘or Swnith,

- "grrific pressure,” Mr. Rubottom was Assistant Secretary of aun

‘USE SUNDAY, SCPTEMBER 1l, 1960

#R.0M THE SENATE INTERNAL SECURITY SUBCOM

"Cuba was handed to Castro and the Gom
of Americens in the same way that Chisa wes hapded te
Senators James O. Eastland (D.-Miss.) and Thomasil;s
said today in releasing the testimony of two forme! b
ta Cuba, who appeared before the Subcommittes on
‘The Ambassaders who gave evidence oun which
statement were Earl E. T. Smith, who repre Unt
Havana when Castro rose to pewer, and AM Gardner, 'who
Smith's irnmediate predesessor. e

"The testimony of both these .o-tlm‘i'n
Americen foreign policy is not made in the office of otary |
oa the fifth floor of the State Departmemt, " said Lastland and Dodd.
is made on the fourth floor, by the unknown pelicy pllnnou and memo
makers who fill the Secretary's ‘in' basket.' According to Huur-.
Smith and Gardoer, Fidel Castro was the here of the In-!alkct Brigsde,
They worked with pro-Castro slements in the American press to maks
Castro appear as Robin Hood. They misguided American wptuipn in
exactly the same way the In-Basket Brigade of l94§ T h;g{l%@or& ‘amt
opinien with the myth that the Chinese Commuuiltl were. e ‘Q
reformers’, :

"The State Department has sot been ‘cleant opd ‘olemnnts
whose policies contributed so much to the:.loss ol Chin  "free wosld.
Secretary Herter, the man on the quarter doch. go . of the
sup." e LLoa R

The Senators drew particular attestion to thh lt‘tomlt O(*

"We helped to overthrow the Batista dictatorship which was g
"Q-Autrtcn. only to install the Castro dictatorship, which ie pro- A
‘Russian, " '

" According to former Ambassador Smith, ths agencies of the
Usited States Govermment which 'had 3 hand?gn ' - Pp¥

influsntisl sources in the State Doparmnnl. lcvgc do
ClA" and "representatives of the majority of the Uultl
Goverany ut agencies which have anything to do wi

had charge dl"C;}
Department's Carib ¢ ,
in Latin America. ‘Both indicated that Roy Al
policies which aided Castro's rise to power,”
expressed the opimion that Mr. Rubottom had done so only after

for Latin Ame rtcug,‘t!nu during ths unbautdouhxp- o{ M w{‘ﬁ ks
Cardmer and Smith, "He was v
Aunl\u. Rt
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revolutionary and g terrorist.
gtudent, he was a gun-toter,”

informed by a diplomst that he hed kill
during the uprising in 1948."

“Whether he started out as a Commu
Castro did make a number cf stetements. gt

thinking."”
Mr. Smith was asked by Counnl Jkg

in your mind, that the Cuban govtr )Nt unde
goverrnment ?" e i

satellite, A Co.unht satellite.”

*The U. S. Government agencies and the U Sy prui ‘played amsjor
role in bringing Castro to power,"” continued the A-bnudor.:

"Three front-page articles in the New York Times in sarly 1937,
written by the editorialist Herbert Matthews, served té: 4nflate Castro
to world stature and world recognition,, Until that. tilo, Castro ha
been just another bandit in the Oriente Mounts T with -a hu’dful

that:d !%gio\pqpmth :

of followers who had terrorized the. cnpulnos :
throughout the countryside. O % _
"Fidel Castro landed on the south ‘cog pf Orle D?oﬂtr af
1956 from Mexico with an expeditionary force of 8l men,’ Intorccptca .
by Cuban gunboats and patrol planes, Castro nnd a. l;fmdful “ofistraggiers

managed to ensconce themselves in thse ruggcd 8 OOO-foot Sioru, Masstis
ngo. e

«

“After the Matthews articles which fgumd an cxclulivn 1ntn view:
by the Times editorial wrter in Castro's mountain ‘hideout’ and which
1ikened him to Abraham Lincoln, he was able to get fol,louorl‘ ond furds
in Cuba and in the United States, From that time on’ ayms, WONey anc
soldiers of fortune sbounded, Much of the American press begar to
picture Castro as a poltical Rdin Hood.

“Also because Batista was the dictator who unlawfully ssizec pcwer,
American people assumed Castro must, on the other hmd. JFopressat linerty
amf demarR ACYs The crusader role which: tbg&pross ‘and “Tadlo bestowsc <7
7 Pebel blinded the people to the*leftwing political philoscphy
wifh WHGH even at that time he was already on goch ,

“His speeches as s student leadsr, his lntqrvldn as sn exije umllo.i.j -
in Mexico, Costa Rica, and elsewhere clnrly outlined a ;gttggm of _fj
political thought. k o ’

“The official U.:S, attitude toward,
fluenced by the pro-Castro pnu and ry,'l;‘o
up the torch for him. : .

“Thexe were » number of tims."’rﬁnbor of‘pq n,s%mwhon 1 wa: nrked
as the Ambassador if we would help’the church in"its efforts to estan.ish
s bridge between Castro and Batista, or if we, in. any ay, wou.d supixrt a
national unity government. Such government would act ‘as a provisional
9ovomnt in Cubn to maintain law and%ordor while elections 3". bc;!ag hol

’Iﬂi'xﬂ.‘fﬂx" "‘.I“ %
in tre 1nternal

."4kBathta made
" he“dfd ot hold hofes

Patists T u truo, that- tho
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As far as the disintegration of the armed forces ’ ;
ment, the ansver is that this negative action belp
the existing government. The responsibility for the

s
ik aimmv'f *

morale of the army, navy, and Cuban Air roro,’;* . - Eip
of direct and indirect--I usa the word “interventl ) p
Government and also by vhat I termed intervening by inmiend A ¥l Qs 2
persuading other friendly governments not to*sell arms to | that ihes: e %
actions had a morel, psychological effect upon tho"’mbcnf;q 84 foroes whi: P :%
vas demoraelizing to the nth degree. e 2
"The reverse, it built up the morale of the revolutiodaFy foroes. i
Obviously vhen we refused to sell arms to a friendly government, the sxis: : '
g§overnment, the people of Cuba and the armed forces knew that the Uni 08 'i
States no longer would support Batista's governmant . N
"A decision such as pronibiting the ssle of arms to a frieadly b :tio i
can heve devestating effects upon the government in power. ;
“We even 4id not fulfiil our promise to deliver 15 training plan-s, i-‘
vhich had been bought and paid for by the Batista government. In acc irde: : : §
vith instructlons from the State Department I informed Batista that &:liw: : T
vould be suspended, because we feared soms harm ‘coms:.ta the 57 :1dn -y kK,

TR

Americans. The kidnaping by Reul Castro of 30 U.8) parin
American citizens, and 3 Cansdians occurred at this tins

~ &

' - ‘ -
G TN

"After the kidnapsd Amsricans were returned ve still refused to :.sli :
these training planas because we feared that bombs could be pt oo th ol -
even though they were strictly for training purposes.

"I reiterate that lecistons such as these mey determine whether - gor - L
mant can remain in power.

"Altbough they could buy arms and ammunition from other SOLIOes, Lhe
psychological impact oo the morals of the guvernnent was orippling 1 %!
other hand, it gave a great uplift tu the morals of the rebels.’

Former Ambassador Gardnsr declared that a shipment of military » iip
ment to Batista, arranged under the mutual aid pect, wvas 'stopped’ ca i
Nev York docks. lle declared it was “common gossip” ﬂn?. "Mubottom wai b
toly man vho could have stopped {t. ' »

At the seme time, according to Mr. Gardner, shipments of arms an
emmunition to Castro from the United States “were’ eibg sent down sursap-
titiously almost every night. Every once in a vhile'we were able to ¢atol
such & shipment and stop {t. But we were not vory.;c}%;j%’r;ﬁogtjut, azi oop:
fector vhich I think was one (f the most serious’vas'that’the'former
President, named Prio, was living in Miami. I doa't ‘know whether you now
this or not, but he wvas arrested, convicted, and paid l§g1vv,-thouund old
fine for gun-running. ie was also indicted a’second.time,’ And vet nc met
was ever taksn on 1it." . WL

. This is Mr. Baith's testimony: The Batista government complsained
continually about the airlifts and airdrops of bodies. 'and arms f-om ib o
States. I alvays kept the State Demartment fully infdormed.

I have sometimes‘visbed' that wg had Leen-half’as"diligentia titime 10
enforcing our nsutrelity laws ap ve have been'lately.: e

"But we seemed to have «reat trouble in enforcing our tﬁ;‘l& ave.
o

A

., Sanator Eastland. «Enforcing thode! 15ve Tho LRLAINATE 15

£ i : o A e S
, “questi PRE® Senat org Dol A Ve PR A ==
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“Mr. Smith. In s.1 due Justice to Roy Rubottos, I t1lrk
that Roy Rubottom was under terrific pressure {rom segmerts o! cn:
vress, from certain Memberes of Congress, from the avalanche o1 Ca:

sympathizers and revolutionary sympathizers who dally depoendec 3 ui

the State Department, and Hubottom may have taken the line of lse:
~sgistance, p e

Mr. Smith said. The esplonage system of the Castn
puople wae 8C good that they knew nearly everything that was | oirn:
n. They had thair spies jisnted in the Cuban Embassy in wWas ing
tun” before Castro came to power.

P G

"Many of these people, who later became members nI ne
iirst Cabinet of Castro were asylees in the United States I &)
g1 olose contacts with nenbers of the State Department.

"To name a few jrrutia. the first President & (. ¢
agramonte, the first Pcrein Minister of Cuba, the first r:rim
¥Minister of Juba, Miro Carv-na. As a matter of faot, tha ir !

that I met Cardona was nit:; Batists had left the couatr: I oox
rhout the 4th of January - 19%9 in the Presidentlal pslu-e. e
turned to me and said, '° - a good friend of Willllam Winian

vary good friend of William Wieland.'”

Mr. Smith asserted that before the Castro forces ar =ave
in Havana, they had been demanding tribute thro out Cuba. By
‘re fall or the late summer of 1958, they decidéd to also dem.nd

~ihute by American busine-s and American property holders. ‘owi
i slosing days of the Ba .uta regime, I believe some Amerioc ns

PRy pirvtection mone, "he . wers paying taxes to the batl “
c riiment mnd wers alia . (i:y taxes %o the Castro pecp.:

Mo, Smith alsc v Cig.y sriticlzec the haste w: 3
ih% CABUID FOVErnmant wea scoghized by the United Jtate: r
Jeclared that the Stats Je..artment ned ordered nim to re- . r:

¢

CRsGI0 goverrment bsfore . :tro himself reached Havana & . r») ae”
Ly, n protasting ageln:® the making cof policles by ° s
“nn the fourth floor A:r. .altnh said:

"1 believe tnst -ne policies are determined .r i+
achelon, and by the time te higher achelon receives tnem .«
navs already been made, an! they have to live Dby ther.

"] would like to recommend that some higher autno:si . v,
such as the National Security Council of the United States, cate
what our attitude toward another nation should be, Then al. :he
aotions of the State Department should be guided asccording utc¢ su
molicy as laid dowr. by 'he Naticnal Security Council, I am ¢ ire
dooimion of the Nationa. scurity Council would be arrived at Ir
sihat 18 1in the best intaore-t of the United 3tates.

"1f they bel’eve: it was in the best interest cf .
United States to be friendly to another power and to give a
that power, then our acticns along that line should be guids
acoordingly." K

Mr. Gardner declared that when he wag Ambassaccr e »n
deavored to lay the facts sbout Castro and the Cuban situat.t 1 b
Secretary Herter, former Urder Ssscretary Robert Murphy end Urder
Secretary Loy Hendarson, :: well as others in ths StateiDeparyims

He said he was "ignored, overlooked, and circum~ent®bwm,

“

ey

&
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'MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr—r-Dal-l—ers"‘ ﬁ/d

Two copies of the attached have been
forwarded to Col. King this morning as

you requested,

mib
12 Sep 60
(DATE)
FORM NO. REF’LA(;LS FORM 106-101 J
! AUG 54 IO‘

WHICH MAY BE USED. v47)
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