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Honorable Thomas 8. Gates, Jr.
Secretary of Defense

®he Pentagoa

Washington 25, D. O.

Ny dear Mr. Secretary:

On August 2, the American people vere shocked by the disclosure
«that two National Sscurity Agency mathematicians, on a mysteriously pro-
longed vacation, wvere apparently fleeing the United States for sanctuary

bebind the Iron or Bamboo Curtain.

On August 6, four days later, Ammy authorities in Bomn, Germany,
confirmed that a Polith-htriun soldier vas missing from his duty station,
the 513th Militery Intelligence Group, located st !‘rankmrt As is nov

known, this defector has nov sought end received uylun in Moscow.

These apparent defections of NSA employees, Bornon F. Mitehell
and William H. Martin, and the Ammy linguist, Viadimir 8loboda, disclose
vhat in my opinion is a glaring weakness in the American sscurity sst-up.
This opinion is not mine alobe, but is shared by members of the Comuittee

on Un-American Activities and most of the mbers of the House vho have
, Qdiscussed these dissppearances with me. .

These questions are asked:
" What vas the background of Mitchell, Martin and Slodboda! What

type of investigation was made into the background of each, prior to their

exploymentf What security weaknesses Adid each possess, if any? What
officials of Covernment evaluated the information cbtained during the

investigation? What ooncern did the N.S.A. or Army have over the activitias
of these individuals prior to their dissppedrance? Was any information
recsived by their respective agencies during their employment which would
cause their agencies to question their loyalty? Vhen did the Covermment
learn of their intention not to return to their respective offices? What
information does the Govermment nov possess respecting’ A sappesrance

of each! Another most important qestion is whether other Government
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employees have aided any of these disappearances.

It is apparent to me that Exscutive regulations intended to guarantee
the loyalty of Govermment employees, espscially of ssnsitive agencies, are
‘not effective and are not safeguarding the security of the United States. It
therefore appears that if the United Statss is to be protected from within,
it must be done by legislation with criminal penalties impnsed upon those
not carrying out the requirements of legislation. To effect this, I propcse
to amend the general security bill, H.R. 2232, which I introduced.

In order that the Committee may be guided in its comsideration cof
such legislation, I request that you designate representatives of the Department
of Dafense to appear before the Committee in Executive Session en BSeptember 3,
1960, at 10:30 A.M. These representatives should be possessed of all facts
.  Dpecessary to snswer the questions set forth in this letter, and other ques-
tions dealing with over-all security procedures.

Bincerely yours,

rrahcia B. Walter
Cheirman '
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