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MEMORANDUM FOR DEPUTY SECRETARY DOUGLAS

From: Brig Gen Lansdale, Q80/08D

Subject: Presa Speculation on NSA Story

It sgems to be time for an American leadsr to give the U.B. pub.ic
a big dose of conmumon sense about U.S. Intelligence. The pudlic's a- »e
media, these past several days, has shown 2 distortion of facts and
vaiues which is more than harmiul to the Administration; it i3 ndang 2cis. .
| thoughtlessly and selfishly, our National freedom. The NSA case of '
! Martin and Miichell is one current sxample. There are others, incl.ding

those toncerning CIA,

As Allsa Dulles peinted out to the VFW in Detreit a few days age.
the Soviets right now are expleiting a spy phebis '"to bring pressures o
| bear to help preserve the secrecy of (Communist) military preparati-ns,
f These Kremlin tactics are intended to prevenat the Free World from:
| learniang what it must kaow, by raising a shield behind whieh "the Kr:mli:
beligves that it is free to prepare for a surprise attack on the ¥ree Y.orki |
in relative security.”

A look at the press certainly indicates that the Kremlin is having
some success. Recent trends in the NSA case strongly hiat that pald: ica!
usage by Americans, coupled with conjectural reportage, might sooce giv: |
the Communists a big payoff that no honest, deecent American ever w.uld
want them to have.

Therefore, it is recommaended that the Secretary of Defense:

\i s. Rscommend to the President that he make a statement & the
( people of the United States about our Intelligence and mbout Scviet aix 8.

OSD REVIEW COMPLETED

(LXECUTIVE REG:STRY HILE..
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b. Issue a further Defease statement about the Martin/Mitchall
case, noting that many false statements have appeared in the press.
Defense does not intend to exaggerate the publicity by centinually corn aen:
ing on press stories. We beliove Martin and Mitchell went behind the Ires:
Curtain, No classified documents or equipment are missing. The securic:
of U.S, codes and communications remains the same as before these wo
mathematicians disappeared.

In the President's statement, which might be best timed by inclusion
in his next press conference, the following thoughts seem pertiment:
There have been a lot of stories receatly about U.S, intslligence
activities. A real American should keep an important point in mind wiaen
he reads or hears these stories. Our intelligence activities bear on t:e
life or death of our national freedom. The Communists would like us o
scuttle our intelligence activities ... so they can go ahead with any prap-
arations they need to surprise attack or blackmail us into giving in to -hei-
ambitions for werld rule. Undermining confidence in our intelligence
activities, provoking us to cut back our support of these activities, is 2
Kremlin goal. We must not help them do this!

There are a few misguided Americans who condemn or belittie oy -
vital intelligence efforts to protect man's freedom. We must not let 2
handful of people speak for a great nation of 180 million free citisens.
The actions of a handful is no sign that we are the least wrong ¢r are
failing in our efforts. $o, let's play this game as Americans, not as
tools of the Cornmunists |

cc: Allen Dulles
Murray Snyder
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