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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTONWN 25, b. C.

File No. .
Date: Cetober 11, 1956 EY GOURIER SERVIOR
To1 Ny, B, Tomlin Beiley

% %/,/@J: /,//,,/

- sor
Office of Besurity
Department of State ,
515 22nd Btreet, N, W,
Washington, D, 6.

Prom John RBdgsr Hoover, Director
Federal Buregu of Investigatien

8ubJect: PARTY ,UBA - ORGANIZATION
mmuh -G

In recant months leaders of she Gcomunist MPrsy,
USA, have bLeen making & conesrted affort to obdain a «
of raspectability legality for the Party in this eouniry.

This effort hes oulminated in the issvance of & draft resolu-

tion whieh seta forth the general program of the Party
and attempts to portray the Communiat Farty, USA, as an
organizagion devoted to the establishmant of soeislism in
this eouutty through pucam and ceanstitutional means,

I theught thlt you would be Rnterested in the
enclosed memorsndus which slearly indicates that
functionaries Shroughout the United 8tates are still ioyal
te Nosoow and continue to be dedicated to the eventusl
umnmm of a Soviet Aserica.

The foregoing data is also being furnished to
Ronorable William §. Jecksen, Special Assistant to the
President, and the Attormey &mnl.

Inssmuch &8s much of the data eentained in the
enelosed memorandum has been received from highly sensitive
sources, it ia requested that 1t be afforded careful handling
in order ncs to compromise these sources,

Englosurae
Boetkles
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Letter to Mr, E, Tomlin Beil
Dirsctor i
Office of Security
Department of State

(T8¢ - Direastor (W/Ene1
Central Intelligence Agency BY COURgggrg VICE

2430 B Street, E. w.
Washington, D. C.

Attention: Deputy Director, Plans

lee - Director of Raval Intel
pLre el Haval Hav; ligence  (W/Enclesure)
The Pentagon
Washington 25, D, C,

lao - Director of Special Invest
The Xnspsctor General sstigations g;/gggigggre)
Department of the Air Porce SERVICE
Building Tempo E
Ath and Adams Drive, S, W,
Washington, D, C.

loc - Assistant Chief of St
Department of the Arm;rr, Intelligance (K/thlo;ura)
The Pentagon

w'shimm 25-’ D' C-

Attention; ‘Chief, Security Division
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON 25, D, C.

In Reply, Ploase Refer e October 11, 1956
COMMUNIST PARTY, USA

On September 22, 1956, the Communist Party, USA
(CPUSA), released to the public its draft resolution which
had been adopted by the National Committee on September 13,
1956, in connection with 1ts forthcoming National Convention
scheduled to be held in New York City, from February 9 to 12,

1957.

This resolution has been reproduced in pamphlet
form under the caption, "Draft Resolution for the 16th
National Convention of the Communist Party, U.S.A." A
copy of this pamphlet is attached.

A review of this resolution reflects that it is
apparently another self-serving Party document designed in
part to attempt to give the Party a cloak of respectability
and legality. Throughout this entire resolution, the Party
attempts to portray itself as an organization devoted only
to a peaceful and constitutional transition to socialism in
this country. - It further asserts that it acts independently
and has no allegiance to any external power,

T The resolution in typical communist fashion adopted
the policy of self-criticism which was established with the
denunciation of Stalin by Nikita Khrushchev in February, 19:6.
Several errors made by the CPUSA in recent years were pointed
out and offered as an explanation for the isolation of the
Party from the masses at the present time. Discussions of
these errors prior to the release of the draft resolution have
revealed that at the present time there is a divergence of
opinion among Party functionaries as to the future course of
action to be followed by the CPUSA,

It is most interesting to note how the reflection of
the ideclogical, philosophical and political controversy going
on at the moment among the leaders of the international
communist movement in Russia and its satellites is mirrored
in the many different opinions on similar matters belng expressed
by leaders of the CPUSA., The lack of uniformity of expressions
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as o the future course and policies of the CPUSA appears to
indicate that a firm course of action has not as yet been
dictated in Moscow, rather than any weakening of ties between
the CPUSA and the international communist movement.

The following data clearly indicates that despite
the claims of the CPUSA, it still remains loyal to Moscow
and 1ts present program 1s merely another typical communist
maneuver designed only to attract adherents and gain influence
and prestilge.

At a party given at the Chateau Gardens in New York
City, on March 9, 1956, on the occaslon of the seventy-fifth
birthday of Willlam 7. Foster, national chairman of the CPUSA,
Foster pralsed the superiority of the Soviet Union and said
that he foresaw the end of capitalism 1n this country. He
continued that he expected to see socialism and then communism
come to this countr; during his lifetime.

On March 23, 1956, while discussing the controversy
over Stalin, Foster stated, "When in doubt you goO along with
the Soviet Union, not against 1t."

During a meeting of the National Committee of the

CPUSA held on April 30, 1956, Foster, in a discussion of

the historical developments occurring in the Soviet Unlon,
declared that Staliln erred in not seeing the proper moment

to change strategy at one point 1in World war II. Foster
stated, however, that the CPUSA must defend the strategy
followed by Russid and must claim that communists were the
deciding factor in World War II.

On July 23, 1956, Foster, 1in commenting on the draft
of one statement of the CPUSA regarding & resolution of the
Soviet Central Committee, stated that he was in general agreemen<
with the statement but that there were one or two spots 1in it
that were a little bit too critical of the Soviet Union.

He stated that while the Party was criticizing Soviet socialist
democracy, the Party should make a defense of it in spite
of Stalin.

On September 22, 1956, in discussing the above draft
resolution, Foster atated that he was voting against 1t because
he believed that it weakened the Marxist-Leninist base,

. downgraded Lenin, and was generally ecritical of Marxism-Leninisam
:‘nRu""'ig. . . . . ) - L eo v
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5 0 - Jime 235°1986, 1n cdnﬁecﬁlogwuith T%EBCu
a resolution which was belng prepared by the CPUSA concerning
the Khrushchev speech at the 20th Congress 1in Russia, Eugene
Dennis, general secretary of the CPUSA, stated that whille

he agreed with the substance of the resolution, inasmuch as
there were differences within the National Committee of the
CPUSA as to how the resolution should pe worded, it might be
well to issue two statements, one for Party consumption and
one for public consumption. In connection with the discussion
of the attitude of the CPUSA toward the Soviet Union, Dennis
stated that the CPUSA will never be neutral to Russla.

On September 22, 1956, Benjamin J. Davis, member
of the National Committee of the CPUSA, durilng a discussion .
of the above draft resolution, gtated that he agreed with Foster
that the resolutdion weakened the baslic Marxist-Leninist theory,
downgraded Lenin, and was generally critical of Marxism-Leninism
in Russia. ' :

: At a meeting of the National Committee of the CPUSA
held on August 25, 1956, Max Welss, national education director
of the CPUSA, during a discussion as to whether the term
Marxism-Leninism was to be retained or dropped from the
preamble to the draft resolution, which was then being
discussed before the National Committee, stated that as far

as he was concerned the Party would not be glving up the
substance of Marxism-Leninism if 1t was referred to as
scientific soclalism or Marxist theory or Marxist-Leninist
theory, but he was opposed to putting Marxism-Leninism

into the preamble. '

At a meeting of the National Committee of tr
CPUSA held on August 23, 1956, John Gates, member. of the -
National Committee, during a discussion on the question ol
whether to mse the term Marxism-Leninism in the draft
resolution, suggested that this term be deleted and that an
explanation be given for 1ts deletion, which he said could
be done without abandoning the principles of revolutionary
gsocialism. He stated that he advocated dropping the term
Marxism-Leninism because the enemy has successfully distorted
1ts conception and equated it with violent revolution.

: .+ Duping this same discussion, James E. Jadkson, membsar
of the National Conmittee, stated that he would not discuss
whether the term Marxism-Leninism should be set forth in
the preamble because he believed it was Just a matter of
semantics. He continued that the important thing was the
essence of the term even if they had to use some other terms
or say something else. k
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While discussing this same matter on August 24, 195€, at a
meeting of the National Committee of the CPUSA, Sid Stein, convicted
Smith Act subject and formerly assistant national labor secretary
of the CPUSA, stated that the important thing was how to apply the
term Marxism-Leninism to the United States., He stated that even if
the Party did not use the words Marxism-Leninism, the Party wculd nct
disengage 1itself from Marxism-Leninism. '

On September 24, 1956, Thomas.Nabried, district literature
director of the Communist Party in Eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware.
stated that hé was discouraged by the draft resolution issued by the -
National Committee. He continued that the national leaders of the CPUSA
are compromising their positions for reasons of expediency. .

On September 26, 1956, Irving Kandel, district organizer,
District No. 4, CPUSA, stated that in the past, the Party leadership
in this country based its policies not only on those of the Soviet
Union but also on those of communist parties in other countries, not
realizing that what applied to workers in other countries was not
applicable to American workers. He continued that although the
CPUSA would now. make its own policies and develop its own tactics,
this did not mean that the CPUSA would break its international
alliance with European and Asiatic communist parties but that on
domestic issues, the CPUSA would operate independently. He con-
tinued that on the basis of world socialism, the Communist Party
would continue to be a part of the world group.

On June 15, 1956, at a general membership meeting of the
Communist Party in St, Paul, Minnesota, Carl Ross, district
secretarlat of the Communist Party in Minnesota, stated that j
communists will have to admit that the Communist Party in this §
country follows the leadership of Russia without question. ?

On September 14, 1956, Bolza Baxter, a current Commuaist
Party member in Michigan, made a statement regarding the 20th
Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. He indicated
that the 20th Congress had caused a checkup and that certain changes
had to be made. He stated that the basic framework of socialism
remained the same and continued that the framework of socialism
will not differ in the United States and that 1t will operate just as
the government in the Soviet Unilon operates. He continued that some
of the comrades were wrong in 1nsisting that there will be a differeace
between the American and Soviet Union operations.

The foregoing data was obtained from sources all of
whom have furnished reliable information in the past.
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