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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to
File No. WASHINGTON 25,D. C.

FBI REVIEW COMPLETED - 19 Aug 03 January 31, 1956

POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS - GERMANY

Ambassador FPelix Von Eckardt stated that
President Eisenhower'’s reply to the recent letter
Jrom Premier Bulganin of Euseia had made an excellent
impression in official gquarters in Bonn, Germany.
He said that this was not only because of its
skillfully worded contents dui also dbecause of the
swiftness with which It followed the receipt of
Premier Bulganin's communication. Ambassador Von Eckardit
expressed the opinion that Premier Bulganin's ietier
was intended purely as a diplomatic maneuver to confuse
and disrupt the conferences to be held in Washingion
with Prime Minister Eden of England.

Ambassador Von Eckardt pointed out
Premier Bulganin's letter i{s a most extraordinary
treaty proposal in that contrary to established
diplomatic procedure Lhe four parag;qpks of the
suggested treaty are an almost verbatim repetition
of the Introductory preamble. e sald Lthat the Sfour
articles of the proposed treaty completely fatled to
specify the ways and means by which the general aims
and purposes expreassed In the preamble should be
implemented. Ambassador Von EBckardi expressed the
opinion that Premier Bulganin'’s letier bears all
the earmarke of being a sloppily composed documenc
put together in the grealest haste so as to predaie
the arrival oy Frime Minister Eden in Waskington.
Amdbassador Von Eckardi said that in his opinlon the
Ruseian Government will undoubtedlg come foruard
with new demandg for an East-West Conference.

Ambdassador Von Eckardt said that Chancellor
Adenauer of VWest Germany has recently expressed his
conviction that nothing will ever be gained by such
widely publicized conferences In which the Russian
representatives always manage to produce some
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prepaganda proposals fer which the Western delegates

are completely unprepared and which the Western deiejates
are compelled to reject. KHe said this procedure 4liows
Russia to reap the propagundu benefits and to retaln

the initiative. .Amdassador Ven Eckardt said that in

the apinion of Chancellor Adenauer any attempt o

1e88en international tensien c¢an be successful only

if the Western nations insist on private negotiations

to be carried on through established diplematic
channels. IHe continued by aaging that when negotiutione
end in complete agresment on that level then an
international conference between Russia and the

Festern Powers would serve ¢ useful purpose.

Ambassader Ven Echkardt expressed his
firm conviction that Chanceller Adenawer and his
party will win the general elections in West Germany
in 1956 and that Chancellor Adensuer will remain
in office as long as his health permits.

Ambassador Von Eckardt expressed the ppinien that
Chancellor Adencuer has made an almost miraculous
recovery from his recent illness and intends to
actively participate in the ceming election campuigr:
in West Germany. Ambgssador Von Eckardt expressed
the gpinien that in the event of the death or
retirement of Chancellor Adencuer, the present
Poreign Winister Feinrich Von Brentano will succeea
him.

Ambassador Von Eckardt commented cencerining
the Otte John cuse. Ctto John was the Presidant
of the West German OfJice for the Protection of the
Censtitution who defected to the Soviet Zone oj
ﬂcrmang but has since returned to West Ggrmany wirers
he is deing held in custedy. Ambassador ¥on Bckard:
sald according to the dest informatien available to
him the arrest of John was due to the desire o the
Bonn Government tc keep John incommunicado and
prevent John from furnishing the press with sensationci
siqtements and articles regarding his motives and
experiences in defecting to Bast Germany and redefectirg
to Weet Germany. Ambassader Von Eckardt said John
did net furnish any pertineat informatisn to the
East German autheritles and he believes Joan cunnoé
be eriminally prosecuted. Ambassador Vor Eckardtil
said he understands the Wesl German autheorities
are examining the possibility of instituting proceecings
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againsi John en the theory that the very act of iis
preceeding to the Jast Cerman Zone without proper
permission from al3s superiors in the West Germcn
Government constitutas u violation of West German

law regardless of whatier or not John furnished
information to the Sa3é German authoritiea.

Amdassador Von Echkardt expressed the opinion that

8uch an approach cun only result in subnitiing Join

to the strongest adminisirative punishment but will not
suffice for a criminal prosecution.
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nited States Department of Iustice
MWashington, D, .

February 1, 1966

VIA LIAISON

The Nonorcble
The Seorestary of State
Yaeshington, D. C.

My decr ¥r. Secretary:

Enelosed herewidh is a eopy of ¢ memorancu:
deted Jomuary 31, 1956, oaptioned ¥politieal Developren -
Germany,” containing information furnished o a
Speoial Agent of this Burecu by Ambassador Ffeiiz
Yon Fokordt, Permanent Observer to the United Aaticr
from the Federal Republie of Germany. The ancloaed
aencorandun contains Ambassador Von Eekardt's comment:
on the reocent erxchange of comaunigations betwveen
President Eisenhower and Premier Bulgsanin as well cr
other motters which might be of interest to pyom.

i

o

It is requested thct the identity of the
gourc: of this informatien de trected with the utaove
discretion se that the continued receipt of datc o/
this type will not de prejudioced,

e

Copies o) the enclosed memeraadum are clsc
deing furniehed to Honorable Dillen Anderason, oiecitl
dssistent to the rFreaident, the Attorasy dengrei, 73
Mr, Allen ¥, Dulles, Director, Cesnircl Intellipence

Adgenecy.
Sincerely yours,
Bnolosure J. Eigar Houwed
V//,cc - 1 - ¥r, Allen W, Dulles VIA LIAT¥ON
Director
Central Intelligence Agency Enclogure
Administration Butlding, Room 123
9430 ¥ gtreet, N. F. PERSONAL AkD C.its DENTIAL

¥aehington, D, Co
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