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FEDERAL CIVIL DEFENSE ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON 25, DB. C.

OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR

pECZ 8 1383

Honorable Allen W, Dulles
Director of Central Intelligence
Washington 25, I, C.

Dear Mr. Dulles:

This Administration hes long been eoncerned over the serious
sconomic consequencs of an atomic attack on business, commerds,
and industry in the United States. It has also been attempting,
by every means 2t ite disposel, to stimulate the active partici-
pation of private incustry in furthering the natiomal eiwvil
defense program,

In this generzl connection, the Life Insurance Association of
Amsrica has recently established a Committee on Civil Defense for
the purpose of examiring =11 #spects of civil deferse and advising
the life insuranee industry as to ths steps that should be taxen,
both by the Associatior as representative of the industry, 22d by
individual companies. Dlaeubers of this Committee are: Jams T.
Phillips, Vice~Presidert, '‘ew York life Insursnce Compary, Ckair-
man; Samuel Milligsn, Senior Viese-Fresidemt, Mstropelitan Iife
Insuran¢e Compary; ard Gerhard D. FPleiecken, Viee-President, John
Heneoek Mutuel Iife Insursnce Company,

We welcome this Committes, since the irndustry it represents cen
exert & tremdndous influence for irproving our overall natlotal
defense, Through the policy holders and the companles that form
the Association, an estimated seventy percent of the adult povu-
lation of the United States can be reached to increase public
awareness and willingness to perticipate in civil deferse. klso,
the extensive investments the insuranee cmpanies are making in
our urban areas provide a lever for raising stendards of construc-
tion and for effecting dispersion whieh may contribute in the licna
run to reduction of wban vulnerability. At the same time,
insurance companies can actively perticipate in our search fer
peans to awid or miniuize soaial, economic, legal, and admiris-
trative disruption that sftack on this country would cause. I
like to regard this Committee as a pilot-project, from which we
ean learn how best to bring large segments of indwstry into cwr
non-military defense preparations.

FEMA review(s) completed.
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Honmorable iAllem 9. Dulles

In discharging its greut responsibdlity to the Life Imsurapce
Associastion, the Comulttes wishes to review the sipnificant con-
ponents of the retional defense picture. Te do this expeditiously,
& series of briefings is proposed by the Committes. While it AY
appear that this Comuzittes should not need suck a briefing i
erder to comprehond the reality ané nature of the threat, or 1=
asasures that need to be taken, since so mueh on these sunjesis
has appeared in the public press and in speeches of high officials,
ws all know that meny private cxecutives have aot responded ads-
quately, end thers is little wonder that the public and privaic
industry generally are wncertain about the threat snd o dafsnses,

In view of the petentisl value of tiiie Committee, not onl to this
Agmcy but to others coenderned with our matiomal preparediess, I
wish to assist thea in obtalning & complete and framk bricfing,

To do this, it seems rscessary that the members be clesre:, iccoid
ingly, the three members have bein asked to ceuplete the 18ca3saT)
security questiommaires fui toth "Top Secret" and Q" elenvancss.
Because of the rigid schedule impossd on the eommittee ws:bars oy
work in their osn comjenies ant beesuse of the urgsnoy of tae
studies the Coumittee will amske, it is highly desirable that =he
Committee be cleared and that the briefings be initisteé by the
end of January 1954,

I hope that you will eoncur as to the desirability of thoreughiv
briefing this Committee ad that our staff MRy work with yowws ia
arraagiag a briefling scheiule for those topics dealing with :ioviet
capabilitiees, If I may assist in sny way in this Batter, plmase
do not hesitate to get in touch with me.

Sincerealy,

SGD VAL PETERZ Y\
Val Festerson
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