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ER 61-1415/a

/ 23 MAR 1961

Mr, Abbott Wu%tg:“;’j
United States Informatior Agency

Washington 25, D, C.
Dear Abbott:

Thank you for your letter of 20 February 1961, I road
with keen interast the program for the develepment of sducation
in emerging countries which you aad Wally Nielsea bhave so
well presented.

i believe the "haadle"” yvu have suggested for the praposed
program is & provecative designation.

A coordinated educational program desigaed te ipcxesse
the supply of trained manpower in the emergiag areas is cor-

tainly of prime impertasce.
Simcerely,
ik
Allen #. Imiles
Directer
STAT i I:osh {14 March 61)
Rewritten: AWD:blp (22 March 61)
Distribution:
Original & 1 - Addresasee
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{Letter as originally prepared concurred in by C/10 and the DD/F.)
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MEMORANDUM FCOR: Director of Central Intelligence

[ 25X1
VIA: Deputy Director (Plans) N MAR 1390

STAT

SUBJECT: Program for Development of Educatilon in Emerging Countrie:

1. This memorandum is for the DCI's information and action. Such
action is recommended in parazraph 8.

2. Attached (Enclosure A) is Abbott Washburn's end Wally Nielsen's
progrem for the development of educatlon in emerging countries sent to
the DCI with Mr. Washburn's letter of 20 February 196l. It is my wader-
standing that Mr. W. W. Rostow is extremely interested in Mr. Washbwn's
proposals.

3, The Washburn-Nielsen program is not new; its features are con-
tained in Chapter III of the Sprecue Report (Conelusions and Recommendatiara
of the President'’s Cammittee on Information Activities Abroad, December
1960). In some instances of similarity, I found the Sprague Report pro-
posals more meaningful and precise. For example, the Washburn-Nielsen
program sdvocabes the general development of teacher persomnel. The
Sprague Report recamuends the establistment of teacher training institutes
to increase the numbers and quality of indigenous teachers.

i, The basic concept of a larger, better coordinated program designed
to increase sharply snd quickly the supply of trained manpower in the
developing sreas and to equip those areas to continue such programs on
thelr owm is, of course, vitally necessary. I do not belleve that certain
features of the program presented by Messrs. Washburn and Nielsen fully
meet the need, nor are one or two aspects necessarily desirsble. I wn
dubious about spending considersble sums to establish three "great' regionsl
universities, when it has became obvious that the expansion of secondary,
technical and vocatlonal cducstion in underdeveloped countries are priority
prerequisites for increasing the supply of skilled and technically teained
manpower needed by the economies of emerging countries. The establishment
of reglonal unlversities should be considered after programs to extend

secondary, vocational, technical and adult education are well underwny.
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D« Messrs., Washburn and liielsen call for the “"stimulation of other
nations to participate fully with us in this work, cilther individually o::
through the UN, CGAS, etc." I question the wisdan of associating o U.S.
overseas educational program with the UN. Such assoclation might diffuse
the Impact of the program and campound the problems UNESCO faces in its
bresent, unsuccessful efforts to extend primary and secondary educstion
in underdeveloped areas.

6. Until the Peace Corps! Pprograms, policies, objectives and sctivities
have been carefully defined, I would be apprehensive about relating: the
Corps with the education progream, as suggested by Messrs. Washburn-lielsen.

[+ But more important then the above ‘considerstions is the fres
that the educetilonal developmernt Program, if pursued, must have politicas
direction, must serve practical U.S. political objectives. While it
cannot be depicted as such, the progrem should be an arm of U.S. foreign
policy. An educational progrem of the dimensions recommended by both
the Sprague Report and Washburn-lielsen s 1f iIndiscriminately carried out
as a purely do~good effort with purely ildealilstic objectives and surrouncad
and encumbered by "gimicky" temminology, might very easlly result in more
condemnation than praise for the U.S. Secrious consideration of the idielecn-
Washburn proposal should include attention to structuring the program so
as to permit the U.8. govermment to be in the position of insuring that tae
Program in fact promotes U.S. policy.

8. It is recommended that the DCI, at this time, merely acknowledze
receipt of Mr. Washburn's letter, express very general approval of the
progrem esnd state that the proposals will undoubtedly be of interest to
those who are planning the Administration’s foreign ald progrems. It is
suggested that the DCI sign and forward the attached letter to kr. washhuim
(Enclosure B) which contalns these exprepsions and sttitudes.

25X1
CORD MEYER, JR. ’
Chie?® \
international Orgenizatlons Division
fnelosures:
A, Abbott Washburn's letter of 20 February 1961
with Attachment . ~
B. Letter to Mr. Washburn 5)
cc:UDCIT ¢
. chove U
25X1
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% FEB 1961

“R: 61-1035/A
emorable Abbodt sastbup

Aeting Director
mited States Infommtion Sgenry
Yeochingdon <%, T. O

Deay Abboti:

Nany thonks for sending ae U the wdulticnal
altws of "U. 8, Yoatoe Stomgps of mmmtmmi

ot Meance,
Thie is indeed an ercelliant oollection,

st T have put the other me {0 g0 d use,
Tien Rinde st peviont i IEIASdd.

Taoevely,

SiGN:E

Tiep §. Dulles

STAT HMpctor

0/DCT] vgil 9 Feb 61
Distribution:
orig/ - addressee
DCI w/basic and encl.
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9 FEE 1961

\

Honorshle Abtbott “farkbun
Acting Directox

ER: 61-1035/A

United St.ateﬁ Infsmntion Agency
Wachington 25, D. C.

Desy Abbott:

Many thenks for sending oe tke additionel
altum of "U. 0. Postase tomps of Internatiopal
Signiflcance.

Taie 15 indeed sn excellent collectiosn,
and I heve put the other ome to go d use.

7ith kindest parcpal Tagerdo,

fHacerely,

B3

21.em W. Dnllec
Direotor

0/DCTl vegd 9 Feb 61

Distribution:
orig/ ~ addressee
DCI w/basic srd encl.
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